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~ Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 8th January 1838,

Commissioner’s Court, No. 15, Joint Magistrate, No. 7.

Gang robbery, accompanied with murder and " possessing stolen property, well knowing it
was acquired by robbery. - s

1

1 .

2 Poodooran alias Nagoorrowten. I
3 Tircomslay.

4 Poosary.

5 Nackimoottoo.
6 Aran. :
7 Ummaputtyan.

8 Sinnanarowten.

9 Carooppy.

10 Cooppan of Paraputty. -
11 Cooppan of Munjanaickenputty.
12 Carooppanen alias Coolian. ‘
13 Nagoorrowten. J

Vakeel for Prosecutor

Lled not Guilty.

Vakeel for Prisoners.

Vencata Soobiah for Prisoners 6 to 13.

Prosecutor Shellapa Cheity, afirmed.—On Tuesday night, 1st Pertasi, I was sleeping in my
house, 3rd witness also in my hoase as watcher, he had 2 guas with him, about midnight, I awoke
20d told 8rd witness to put grass to my bullocks, he did so, and laid down in the verandah. I
came out and sat in another verandah, and kept awake smoking, I heard a noise, and directly
after, saw 4 persons getting over the roof with 2 torches, 2 held torches and 2 sticks. I recog-
nized 3 of the 4 to be 1st, 20d and 3rd prisoners. I knew them before, being my villagers. I called
out to 3rd witness, and told him to beat but he ran to me frightened, instantly the 4 persons
came down, and one went and opened the outer door. 1don't know who, I rushed toshut it, but
about 20 or 30 persons rushing in, some of them beat me and knocked me down, all then joined
together, began ransacking my house and ill-treating the females, and I heard the noise, but [
saw nothing clearly after I was beaten, as I was partly insensible. 1 came to my senses after day-
break, and found my house had been robbed, property of the value of about 4,700 Rupees gone.
My brother was lying down beaten, and another brother's son (Shellana Chetty) beaten and
stabbed in the head, but in his senses, his younger brother had a stab and one near the eye, and
had been robbed of his ear-rings, my wife and my brother’s wife had their ears torn. I also
was wounded, the 3 robbers I identified had disguised their faces with ashes, but I knew them
for all that, as they were natives of my own village, the rest of those who rushed in also were dis-
guised in the same manner, early in the day the Polico Ameen. 1 then and there gave the names
of the 1st, 20d and 3rd prisoners ; before the Police Ameen came however, the natumgar had come
and I told him also the names of the 3, the natumgar immediately went to their respective houses,
and seized them. ' '

By the Court.—1I heard that some of my villagers and others had proposed to rob my house
and therefore we were on the alert with the guns, and I had given notice of what I had heard to
the Police Duffadar, my brother’s son Sellana Chetty, died 3rd day after the robbery, from the
wounds, and before he died he said he bad wounded one of the robbers in the ear, and that mark
will be found on the 1st prisoner. ~(Court examined, and found this to be the case.)

By prosecutor’s Fakeel.—The 6th and 8th prisoners were those who wounded me, these wers
not disguised. I meant only the people of my own village were disguised. I did not know their
names, #o could not give them, but I pointed them out directly I saw them before the Police,
The property before the Court is mine, but I can't identify the money. 6th and 15th witnesses
will speak to their being mine. ' . : '

1s¢ witness, Shundra Cunam Chetty, afirmed.—I am prosecutor’s brother. On lst
Pertasi night, I was sleeping in the same house with prosecutor. 1 was awoke by some noise,
some people came and broke open the door of my room with axes, siz entered, I identified 3, they
were the Ist and Gtk prisoners, and one Arnachellum, not present, the 1st and Arnachellum bad
torches, they had ashes over their faces, all the six had, 1st and Gth prisoners beat me and took me
out of the room, the other two beat my wife and tore her ears, and the 3rd prisoner outside
seized me by the testicles, Gth prisoner held me by my neck, and 2 or 3 others entered the
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room of Shelas Chety, by freing the dor Lt DR a0 L0, ey s th
il-nmm ‘;‘10 Oi thﬂdrgltfez;[)::‘:d one Allakan (not prescnt) stabbed him. 'I s:m: this, the 3rd, 1 ltl.x,

T .1111 tp resent, struck Shellamootoo Chetty, (deceased) with sticks, and broke !m
e :(; nfhe‘;s also’ were in the house robbing it, the robbers remained 2 or 3. In(.lun
teft 8, 20 o e t. I then found my brother and others wounded, prosecutor was then ina
o WCII]‘J tumgar, he came directly. I was sodistressed that I did not tell the names
F the orin - tcl)) tas:megon'e else did, the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prisoners werc arrested directly, and
:f:ilehlirizoz:i:xosse and then taken to Choultry, directly I saw thcfn I recognized them as 3 I
had sien robbing the house, I cannot speak positively to any of the prisoners, “except .those 1 h'ave
named. The property before the Court with the exception of the money, I recognize as mine,
and prosecutor’s. Shellam Chetty, died the 3rd day after the robbery. .

Re-called by the Court.—I cannot say positively whether. th'e robber was stabbed by deceased
inside the room or out, but I think the sound came from the inside.

By prisoners’ Vakeel.—1 was beld - down for some time. I cannot tell how long.

03d witness Curdaswamy, affirmed.—I am son ofprc.)sectltor, and am 14 yearsold. T and one
Carruppa Gounden were sleeping in our house, abt?ut pnd-mght, Irose up and heard the .uud
Carruppa Gounden call out Iyoh Iyoh !l andsaw a great crowd of people with torches and sticks,
the Ist prisoner came up and stabbed me with a knife near the eye, (t'bo. wound very apparent)
while the 3rd exclaimed * beat him, beat him."” I got frightened nnfl hid in arof)m,when 'Alhkm,
not present, gave me a blow on the back, and stripped off my ear-rings, I was in such pain, I saw
pothing more at the time, after robbers had gone, I found Shellana Chetty (my brother) lying
wounded, and the rest of the household had been wounded. Idon't know about the Natumgar

~ coming to the house that pight.

By Court.—The lst prisoner-had kerchief on his head and ashes on his face to dixguise
him. Allakan had no ashes, but the 3rd prisoner had ashes. Being a boy, I cannot speak to the
jewels, but the handkerchiefs are the property of my deceased brother, I cannot say how scon after
my brother died. My brother was never sick before. :

3rd witness Carooppen, affirmed.—Prosecutor employed me to keep guard, I had a gun, C?-
rooppa Gounden kept guard with me, on the night in question, we were sleeping accordingly in
prosecutor’s house, about midnight, at the order of prosecutor, I got up and fed the bullocks, and
then laid (own, where I had been before. Prosecutor was then in the verandah smoking, half an
Indian hour after, prosecutor awoks me by my name, and said robbers are coming ‘¢ podoo™ ¢ po-
doo,” I got up andran to prosecutor, and saw -} persons coming over the roof with 2 torches and 2
sticks, the 1st and 2nd prisoners had torches and the 3rd and 8th had sticks,all had ashes over their
faces, but being my own villagers, I recognized them. They jumped down, the 1st ran and opened
the outer door, 20 or 30 rushed in, 2 or 3 beat prosecutor and stabbed him, and beat me also. I ran
away immediately, and hid myself, and got away to Monegar's house, but before the Monegar and
others camo to the scene of the robbery, the robbers had gone. Natumgar soon after came. I
did not know what took place there, I didnot go inside. Natumgar, I and some others then went
tracing the footsteps of the robbersby torchlight, but we lost the trace very soon, and then we
went to Police Amsen. Police Ameea went to the Curravars’ house, thinking they were likely
people, in one Curravah’s house, we found a slipper. We then all proéeeded to prosecutor's
house, I then went home. I know nothing more. o ’

. By Court.—Before we went on the footsteps, prisoners 1st, 2nd and 3rd were produced before
the prosecutor by the 8th witness. I recognized no other person, but the 1st, 2nd 3rd and 8th,
By 8ih prisoner.—Yes I was apprehended by the Police Ameen, in the fist instance as one of

the thieves, and put in stocks, but 1 don't know why, "I was2 days in the stocks. . I was not
forced to be a witness. ’

4tA witness Rama Moodely, afirmed.—One night I was sleeping on the pial of a house next
to that of prosecutor’s, about 10 or 11 o'clock, I'rose up torelievecalls of nature, and heard noise
in bullock atall of prosecutor’s. 1 was returning frightened to pial, when 1 saw 5 people on the

- 1oofof prosecutor’s house, they had 3 torches, I cried out, when 2 of robbers came bxhind me and

seized me and beat me, when the 15th prisoner who had torch came and said if I was not quiet he
would kill me. I ran to the pial I had left, and laid down, the robbers were going to and fro,

|3
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By Court.—\Vhen the robbers were g'omg away I saw Ist prisoner with a torch, T did not

observe that he had ashes on his face, but he had a handkerchief. I-did not go to prosecutor’s

house, or'ses that any one was hurt.

DBy prisoners’ Fakeel.—I came to the viilage 2 months ago to earn my livelihood. 13th pri-

soner is a paddy merchant, and in the habit of frequenting prosecutor’s house to buy things.

5th witness Cooppan Chc'tty, affirmed.—One Tuesday night, in Pertasi, I am related to prose-
cutor,I and the deceased were sleeping inprosecutor’s houss in same room about midnight, heard

“noise, we both got up, when 2 or 3 persons forced open the door, they were the 2nd, 8th, and one

Allaken not present, these had no torches, Deceased stabbed oneof them when they brought him
out where there was light, and 8th prisoner and Allaken stabbed him in the head. I saw this - dis-
tinctly by the light of the torches, I remained at the door of the room. 2 or 3 others also beat de-
ceased. 1st, 2nd and 13th prisoners beat him, also others but I can’t say who, for the crowd was
great, the 2nd and 13th prisoners also beat me. - I hid myself behind a. door, and don't know what
passed till' efter the robbers had left. I then found prosecutor and others hurt. 1st, 2nd and
3rd prisoners were brought to. prosecutor’s house about sun rise. '

By Court.—I did not observe any ashes on the 5 persons faces I named, but some of the gang
had. T was in the house at night and neither the Nstumgar or any one else came till early morning.
I did not recognize any o@hérs but the 5 named above. I'gave the names of the 5 to the prosecutor,
early next morning. ' ' :

6tk witness Cali Chetty, affirmed.—One Tuesday night in Pertasi, I slept in prosecutor’s house,
I am his relative, 3rd witness and Corruppa Gounden were sleeping there as guards, about mid-
night prosecutor called out to 3rd witness, and said “ podoo podco.” Igot up and saw 5 people
descending from the roof, they had 2 torches and 8 sticks, Iidentified 3 as my villagers, they were
the 2nd, 3rd and 8th prisoners, 2nd and 3rd had torches, the 8th a stick, 2 who L don't know went

‘to open the outer door, when 20 or 30 rushed in with sticks, and some beat prosecutor, some broke

open the door of 1st witness' room, of these I identified only Allaken not present, at this time I
remained in the same place I slept in, no one beat me then, two (don’t know who) went into 1st wit-
ness’room and dragged him out, 1st witness cried out, deceased then came out of his room to
assist, and stabbed 2 or3 of them robbers, who being provoked, turned and stabbed him. Allaken
and 8th prisoner stabbed him, 4th who I-don’t know, held him down. - -

"By Court.—Shehan Chetty (the deceased) had come about 10 feet out of his room when he

was stabbed, some of the robbers then beat him with sticks, while they were beating I'went up
and abused the robbers for so doing, then the 3rd prisoner” struck me. I then hid myself,

. Robbers then entered the room of prosecutor and 1st: witness, and  stole property.. I heard

cries of the females. Robbers left and Pulnyandy late Monegar and'others. came. The Natum-
gar himself then came with 5 or G villagers. - I did not mention. any names to him, but some
one must have done so, for soon after the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prisoners were produced by the Natum-
gar and some others, I did not see 3rd witness beaten. 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 8th prisoners who
are my villagers, had ashes over their faces. ' ' L

After the 3rd prisoner was secured in Choultr},_,Natumgar‘and others went tracing the

footsteps by torchlight.. I did not accompany them. Next morning, Natumgar returned,
having -found a-pair of slippers in one Vellichee's. house, (not present among prisioners.). Police

Ameen brought also 6th and 7th prisoners, and 2 or 3 athers who were released afterwards. I was

.present when the houses of the 7th and 10th .prisoners were searched. Axe No. 12 and . purse

No. 15 were found in 7th prisoner's: house, and jewels Nd. 3, Nos. 6,,7and 9 were found in the
house of the 10th prisoner. Police Duffadar and others were there at the time, 10th prisoner at-
tempted to run away, but he was caught, 7th prisoner waspresent when his house was searched, he

had been apprehended previously, the property belongs to prosecutor, and I have seen his family
wearing them, 1 have also on various occasions had them lent to me.

By prosecutor's . Fakeel.—1 was present when Allaken (escaped since) was apprehended at |
Davapooram with the property Nos. 1 and 2, and a kerchief No. 11 on' him, he had been ap-

prehended on 6t.ber information, and was in custody there at the time.-
By 4th pri:brier.—i am not at enmity with you about any thing. - ,
By 8th prisoner.—1 know the property is prosecutor’s, as 1 have constantly seen it, and
have moreover had it on loan.—Adjourned the Court at 5} ». a.
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resen . . . S
Io)thcrs, and the gold ear-ornament (coopoo) was found hidden in some ashes in a hole where

fowls lay their eggs. Thundalgar (9th witneas) picked it up and produced beforo the Sub-P_élj;c
officer. I don’t know whose property, but proecutor's son who was present said it was f’l',o‘
secutor’s. 1 was also present when houses of the 4th and 5th prisoners were scarched, kerchief
No. 10 was found in 4th prisoner's house in a basket, don’t know whore itis, and a picce of

" China (part of No. 16.)

By 4th prisoner.—Yes, the handkerchief was ‘taken away directly by the Police officer and -

others.

- 8ik witness Malacally, afirmed.—1 am a villager of prosecutor’s village, and have heard
of the robbery at his house, don’t know who committed it. I was present when the houses 'of
prisonens 2 to 5 were hed, a cooppoo (No. 8) was found in 2nd prisoner’s house in the
place where fowls lay their eggs. 9th witness picked it up, 3rd prisoner’s house was then search-
ed, and a ring (No. 4) was found in a basket by Oth witness, in 4th prisoner’s house kerchief
(No. 10) was found ina pot, and in 5th prisoner’s house a piece of China and 2 brass weights (No.

_ =ik twitness Terapermaul Pillay.—I am resident of Pl'osccutor'.- \'ill.;.f;e. :
-T have heard that a robbery was committed in prosecutor’s house. I don’tknow by whom,'] was
t when the house of 2nd prisoner was scarched by Sub-Police officers, Natumgar and

!

16) were found in a cloth, don’t know whose they are, prosecutor’s son said they wero his father's. . ‘.

By 41h prisoner.—The handkerchief was not taken away the first day, prosecutor’s son said
he was not sure whether it was his father's or not, and so it was left till the next day, 3rd pri-
somer not present when his house was searched, but his wife was.

. Oth witness Soobramanien, affirmed.—Was present when the houses of prisoners 2 to 5 were
searched. - Coopoo (No. 8) was found in some ashes where hens lay, ring (No. 4) was found

 -in 3rd prisoner’s house, kerchief (No. 10) in 4th prisoner’s house, 3 weights No. 16, were

found in a cloth in 5th prisoner's house, I think Sub Police Officer took away all the things.
Prosecutor's brother Ist witness was there, his son was xo! there, 1st witness identified the tbingi.‘

'10th witness Arnuchellum, affirmed.—Was prescnt when the houses of Gth and 7th prisoners
were searched; nothing found in Gth prisoner’s house, but on the Oth prisoner (who is Gth priscn~

er's brother) were found some gold ear-rings (5), she preduced them from her cloth, in the 7th

prisoner's house an axe No. 12, purse No. 15 were found behind a grain basket. Sub.Police

Officer and others were there, 7th prisoner not there, 6th witness’ relative, a relative of prdsccu-

tor identified the property as prosecutor’s. : . -
Ro-called by the Court.—9th prisoner's mother was present, but she did not produce the

- rings, she said however they were 9th prisoner’s husband's. ‘

llt’.l witness Shellan Chetty, afirmed.—Was present when Gth prisoner’s house was search-
edf nothing found there, but Vellichee, prisoner’s mother, produced (No. 5) ear-rings from 9th
prisoner, and said they belonged to her son, the husband of 9th prisoner. '

12tA tritness, Timmaroyen Chetly, affirmed.—Was present when 7Tth pﬁsoner's house was

her cloth, I can’t say positively who were all there. ' :

. 18tk witness Veerasawmy Naik, afirmed.—1 am a peon, was present when the houses of
6th and 7th prisoners were searched, axe (No. 12) and purse (No. 15) wére found in the house of
the 7th prisoner, nothing in 6th prisoner's house, 9th prisoner was in Gth prisoner’s house and
from her cloth were produced by herself saying they were hers, 8th iwitness was there and
u?d they bclonged to prosecutor's, Oth prisoner mother was there, and said the 'propcrty was.
her daughter’s, she produced these rings on a threat of being searched, -a pair of slippers No. 14,
were found in the entrance to 6th prisoner’s house in a hole, * - - ‘

By prosecutor’s Vakeel.—I was instrumental in.the apprehension of Alldkan at Davapoo-
ram after hie was in custody of the Police there. h ' o

- By prisoner’s Vakeel.—1 apprehended 8th prisoner, the d§y after the robbery. -

scarched, axe was found there, I don’t know what else, 9th prisoner produced the ear-rings from

-

-14¢A witness Syed Abdool Raymon, affirmed.—I am a peon, I was present at the search of

the house of the 10th prisoner, in his house 4 coopoos (No. 8), a gold bracelet (No. G), some

. broken up piecq of silver (No. 9), were found hiddenin the door-way. Prosecutor’s son present
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and said they were his, prisoner claimed them as his own. Tbe articles were dug up on discovery
_ of yome newly disturbed earth. Police Duffadar and some peons were there, I was present at the

apprehension of Allakan. - :

15th witness Tiroomoottoo Chetty.—1 am relative of the prosecutor, and Lknow the property
and Nos. 2, 8, 4, 5,6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12 _and 14 are prosecutor’s, the other property I can’t speak to.
... 16th witness Carooff Gounden, affirmed.—(Not examined before the Police.) On the night

" of 1st Pertasi, I and 2nd and '8rd and 6th witnesses and Pulney Chetty and 2 others were sleeping -

in prosecutor’s house ; about midnight, prosecutor awoke me crying out robbersare coming over
the roof. I got up and aaw about 4 persons on the roof, they had 2 torches and 2 sticks, all came
down, and some went to open the door, 20 or 30 people rushed in, 4 or 5 beat prosecutor and 2
beat me. I got frightened and ran out, raising alarm. I recognized only the 1st prisoner, he was
one of those who beat me, I can't speak positively as to who had ashes, the Ist certainly had, I
Lnew the st prisoner well before, I did not go back to the house that night, I was too much
hurt. g ‘ :

17th witnezs Pulney ‘Clutty, affirmed.—On the night in question, I and 2nd, 3rd, 6th wit-

nesses and 16th witness were sleeping in prosecutor’s house; about midnight, heard prosecutor call
out to 3rd witness that robbers were coming over the roof, I got up and saw 5 persons descending

- from roof, they had 2 torches, one went to open the door, and 20 or 30 rushed in, 8th prisoner first
" beat prosecutor, others followed his example. I got frightened and hid myself behind a grain bas-

ket, whence I saw Allakan (not present) break open the door of 1st witness’s room. I came out
after robbers left and saw deceased lying wounded. I alsosaw the house being plundered.  After

robbers left, I came out of my concealment and epplied medicine to deceased, when 8th witness .

brought these prisoners 1, 2 and 3, he was assisted by others, can't say who, Natumgar however
was among them, 1st prisoner had a wound in his ear, 2nd had marks of oil on hisleg. The 3rd
prisoner’s cloth was stained with blood. ' :

181% witness re-called and affirmed.—From information which had reached Natumgar, I
with the Natumgars sent Police officers and many others, first apprehended” 2nd prisoner in his
house and then the 1st prisoner in a female's house named Chinna Maul, and then to 3rd prison-
er's house, his wife said he had been absent a month, he found him afterwards hidden in a cor-
ner, first took them to prosecutor’s house, and then to Choultry. Prosecntor’s females and others
pointed them out as some of those who had been robbing &c., it was still dark when we got to
prosecutor’s house, 2nd prisoner had oil on his clothes, 1st had wounds on his ears, the 3rd I did
not particularly observe. Natumgar told me to produce 4th prisoner, who was cavalgar and not
at his post, we sought for him directly, and his son who was sleeping at his father’s post said his

father was out watching sheep, we then went to his house and found him there. Natumgar next
told me to produce 5th witness, and found him in his house, he was sleeping, and a large stick
by his side. 4th prisoner also apparently sleeping in his inside pial. .

" 1st witness re-called.—The deceased was brought out by 8th prisoner and Allakan, and
stabbed by them ; the Sth prisoner stabbed him first, and Allakan directly afterwards. Iam sure
.of this, I saw it distinctly, deceased had fallen down when he was stabbed, but the crowd was so
great, that 1 can't say how he fell or what caused him to fall, the 3rd, 11th, 12th prisoners among
others then beat him with sticks, he wéa.S or 10 feet from the door when stabbed. - -

"*5th IWitness re-called.—Deceased was brought out by 8th prisoner and Allakan (not present)
8th prisoner stabbed him, and Allakan afterwards,he was then beaten by some of the robbers.

1st, 2nd and 13th were among those who beat him, he was down when stabbed, can’t say what

caused him to fall, there were several torches, so I saw the faces distinctly.

_ Gth witness re-called.—Deceased came out of his room, can’t Qay positively whether he came
out or was dragged out.. The confusion was very great, I'can only say I saw him just outside his

door-way, and that I saw 8th prisoner stab him and then Allakan. 1 did not sée the deceased

stab any of the robbers,but I heard some one cry out that hé had stabbed some body. Deceased

. was some 8 or 10 feet from the door when stabbed, deceased was down when stabbed, and I saw

him beaten afterwards. I saw this distinctly.
"~ Defence. )

1s¢ prisoner Asan.—1 did not commit robbery. I was sleeping at a certain female's house

when apprehended. 1 have no witnesses. - . o
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2nd pruoner Poodooran.—I did not commit robbery. I havono witnesses to prove. I was
not at the prosecutor’s house that night, but I was sleeping in my bazaar, my bazaar is some 200"
yards from prosecutor's house.

8rd pritoner Tiroomalay. (Confessed before Polxco)—I did not commit robbcry I slcpt all
night in my house at prosecutor’s village. I was taken prisoncr there on the night of the rob-
bery. I was forced to give confession before Police. I retracted it bef'oro Magistrate. I have
no witnesses.

4tA prisoner, Poo:ary —I did not commit robbery.. 1 am Cava!gar of the village, the ]:er-
chief found in my house is my own, and I purchased it of. prosccutor in Tyelast, I have 2 wit-
nesses to prove this, w wuh them to be exammed.

5th prisoner. Nackimootoo. —I didnot commitrobbery. The welgbts found in my house arg
my brother-in-law’s, who received them from a goldsmltb the 2 mt.nessc: 1 bavo cited will prove
this, I wish them examined.

6th prisoner Aran.—I did not commit robbcry. The slippcrs found in my house are mine,
I bnveQ witnesses to prove this.

Tth prisoner Unuaputt_qen —I dxd not commit robbery Tbe axe a.nd bag found in my bouxo
is mme, my 2 witnesses will prove this. :

8tA prisoner Szmmna Rowten —I am innocent, I was |1eep1ng on_ the night in question in
tbe_ house of one Vclharowt.en at Pulney 2 miles off, one Kaly also slept with me, he will prove
this, I hare .only tbu one thnesl.

N. B.—Another was cited by him, viz., the son of the owner of the home, who is produced,
but he dispenses with his evidence. .

9¢th prisoner Carrooppy (feuala) —The pair of ear-rings found in my house are my hus-
band’s, the 2 mmwel cited by my husband will prove this.

IOMJmMW Coappan of Paraputy,—1I did not commit robbery. Thave 2 witnesses who will ~ ﬂ

prqve I was at Choultry at mgbr.. Property found in my house is mine, I have 2

vntncues to
proye thu.

-11th prisoner. C'oo;apan of Mun_;anazcl'mpuity —I did not commit robbery. I have no mt-
nesses.

121]; Caroopanen.—l dad not commit robbery, I lnve no witnesses,

13th Nagoo Rowtm,—I did not commit robbery. I have 2  witnesses who will prove, _slept ﬁ.' .

inmy bazam: at Pulnq (€] milu oﬂ') with tbcm. ’

Witnesses Jor the defenca.

lst witness for 5th pruoner, Natchiasary.—1 ney | -
vomer's brotber-m-hw s tated by Bih p nm"ier' er gave a.ny welghts in cha.rge of 5.t.h pri-

2nd, wm;eu  for. 5th pruo;wr, Anganasary.—I know not.bmg about the wclgbt.l

1st mtnle]u Jor.Gtk prisoner, Fellachee—6th pmoner is my son, the lhpperl before the Court
are m]"usiom, 13 bought them amonth ago, 9th prisoner is my. dmgbtcr-m-lqw, ear-rings are my. 5011 s
2nd witness for Gth  prisoner. —-I know the :hppen, I gave them to Gth pmoner

- lst wttneufor Teh prisoner, Caroopanan.—I don't know. whose the pune and axe are

2nd witness for 713 prisoner, Pulnsy.—1 know theaxe, itis 7th prlsoner s, the axe was broken,‘

ed; it
months) I don't know anythin g sbout’ tb: Pm_lu was broken 3 years ago, (Pmoaer himself says 5

3rd witness Jor,Tth pruoncr, Pundarum,

w axe I3 ' years ago, it ia ot hm’ —I don t ]mow my of tbe property, I gave pnsoner

, L witness for 8tk prisoner, Kali.—1I heard ofo robb
! ::::, b;god‘xvdhno‘tl bear it for 3 days after, Ilive at Pulney, (2 miles away), I know the 8th pri-
Rowteu sICPt lnotb:cllszulfett}befmmztoil?ﬁu s omfersmays, 1 s fesp there too, Tumuall
at nig € has no son. Qthers dnpense,d Fith b
ased with by prisoner himself,

ery. bnvmg been commltted in prosccutor )

. "cadjans. Night befors, the 2

November 23rd, 1857.

Fort St. George, Judicial Comultation, 8th January 1858.

1s¢ witness for 9th pmoner, Manbela Achary —1I never made any Jewels for 9th pmoner s
husband, or for 6th prisoner.

-

1st witness for 10¢h prisoner, Rama.:amy Naick.—]1 know 10th prisoner, I can’t identify any

" of the property before the Court as his, I never slept in the same place with 10th prisoger.

2nd witness for 10(A prisoner, Ptnchy ~—I know 10th prisoner, T never slept in the same
plnce with him, he has been absent some 2 or 3 months.

- lat witness for 12tk prisoner, Shellunbun.—I know 12th prisoner my villager. I don’t know

) to-day s date, but I know ‘prisoner slept with me one night in a Choultry in my village. 2nd

witness and many others also slept with us as village watchers.

2nd witness Veratanwa.—1 know 12th prisoner, I don't know to- day’s date, but | know I
slept with 11th prisoner in the Choultry on the st Pertasi night.

1st witness for 13th prisoner, Manela Rowten.—On the night of 1st Pertasi, 13th prisoner and .

I slept and one Caroopen Chetty were sleeping in our bazaar at Pulney, can’trecollect at what hour -

we went to sls:), but about 5 or 6 Indian hours after lamp-light, prisoner and I went to our res-
pective houses :0 eat, after eating, I went to his house, and called him, and we came into the shop
together, after we returned, we sent Carcopen Chetty to take his meals, after Caroopen Chetty re-
turned, he was reading some cadjan account, and we were listening to him till 11 o'clock, the
preceding night, I and Caroopen Chetty wentfirst and prisoner went after we returned, we did
not read that night. .,

2nd witness for lsthpruoner, Caroopanen Clutty —Prisoner and I and Ist witness slept in
e bazaar during the whole night, before I went to rice, 1st witness and prisoner went to take
their meals, I went afterwards, when I came back they were speaking, they were also reading some
went to rice, and then I went, no one came on either of these mghts,
early on 1st Pertasi we rose up, I slept all night, nothing disturbed us,

Closed 5 . M., November 20, 1857. (Sigced) AL W. PHXLLIPS

Commissioner.

Sentence.—No evidence that I feel can be relied on, has been adduced to shew by whom the -

blow orblows werestruck which caused the death of deceased for though the Ist,5th and Gth witnesseg
all depose to having seen the 8th prisoner in concert with one Allakan (not apprehended) stab him,
there are discrepancies in their statements as to the way in which deceased got out of his room, and
there is also a discrepancy between the evidence of the 5th witness before the Police and bis state-
ment before the Court, for in the former he only spoke of beating, while before the latter he talks
of stabbing, egain the deceased in his deposition before the Police names several of the robbers
who beat him, but only says some others stabbed him, *

1 howe'ver feel no hesitation in convicting the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 6th and 8th pnsoners one and all
of having been present at and aiding and abetting in the robbery, which resulted in the death of
deceased, and I feel bound, under Regulation XV, Section IV, Clause 1, 1803, to sentence each and
every one of them to suffer the extreme penalty of the law, but takingall the circumstances of the
case into consideration, I think the ends of justice would be as well served if their lives wero spar-
ed, and I therefore beg to ‘recommend that the se'ntence be commuted to transportation for life,
the infliction of 100 lashes upon each of the prisoners and a payment of a fine of 300 Rupees each
under Act XVI, 1850, The 4th, 5th, 7th, 9¢th and 10th prisoners not having been identified by
any of the witnesses at the time of the robbery, and the property found in their houses being of &
nature that could not be satisfactorily identified, I acquit.

I also ncquit the 11th and 12th, as’ only 1st witness speaks to having recogmzed them, and
though 2 witnesses speak to the L3th, the evidence of one of them (the 4th) before the Counrt, does
‘not tally with that before the Police, and he (18th prisoner) is so lame and of so extraordinary a
figure altogether, that it is difficult to believe he would have escaped identification by more than 2
witnesses if he realy had been present, he moreover citing 2 witnesses who pretty satisfactorily prove
an alibi., I am inclined to think that the enmity ho pleads is true, and I therefore acquit him zlso,

(Signed) A. W. PHILLIPS,
Commissioner.
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had been invested with Commissioner’s autho-

’ ‘» - Commistoner’s Court, No. 17, Acting Magistrate. No. IX.
‘  Gangrobbery, attended with murder.

y Esq., Commissioner for the trial of heinous,
pillsy.

prisoner.

. «CaruppenN .
. Moottopayel. * : Plead not Guilty.

Shervagaren.
Vellapanien. ' .

B ' Vakeels none. .

Prosecutor Caroottalagun, affirmed—3 months ago, I don't know date, one Mouday night, 1
and 5 or G others had secured our sheep (in number 1323,) in separate pens. I was taking my
turn watching as duffa ryot, and about 9 o'clock, a great mob of people came armed with sticks,
‘ and beat one Vircopatchee (the owner qf some of the sheep and not present) and drove away the
! " . whole of the sheep, and some fowls, taking at the same tims some other property. It was
‘ . moonlight, but cloudy, Viroopatchee was one of us, who were keeping watch, there were 30 or
| " 35 of us, at sight of the crowd, I and others before Veroopatchee was beaten, fled to a little

distance, the robbers consisted of about 300 in number, they threw stones at us as we ran, and
came on with shouts, we ran in various directions. I ran about a hundred yards and hid. 1
recoguized from my hiding placa -the 5 Prisoners, by “their coices, 1 also recognized several
others who were adjacent villagers, the present prisoners are near neighbours, the others “who
Wl recognized by their features .wcre apprehended, but released for want of proof. .1 saw
" the robbers drive away the sheep, while I was in conccalment, we were so few in
number, we did not pursue, they drove the sheep all in one direction. They had no light; after
" robbers had gone, Ifound deceased severely wounded, his relations took him away to Veroopat-
' " chee's house, close by, next morning he was taken to his village, 3 Indian mﬂq off, and'I heard ke
) ' * died on 5th day, deceased had several wounds in various parts of his body, apparently inflicted by
: pointed sticks. . I mentioned the names of these prisoners, and those who have been released, the
next morning to 1st, 20d and 6th witnesses asthey were collected on the village maidam. Idid not
mention to Natumgar, I fancied he had heard it. Natumgar never asked me, I don’t know who laid
. the fact of the robbery before the Natumgar, but he made a report of it next day, when I told
© the 3rd witness about my recognition of the prisoners, they said nothing to me of having identified
~any. . .
-1. This ﬁt.ncss Dbefore the Sub Police Officer said he did not know the names of the prisoners, ..
. or did he say any thing about recognition, the enquiry was held 14 days after the robbery, and
‘ *.. yet before the head of Police 3 days afterwards, he pointed out 11 individuals, these 5 among
o 095 O o wonomad pag o1 3s A ; " them, as parties hs had seen among the gung. - : .
: By Court—I don't know these people very well, they are inhabitants of a_village 5 or 6 miles
* off, but I knew their voices. '
" st witness Malyandgyecone, affirmed.—One Monday night, I and 20 or 30 villagers were keep-
“ing watch, about 9 P. M., wesaw a mob.of some 300 coming towards us, with shouts, pelting
" stones. We all fled in different directions. I went to my own sheepfold negr Veroopatchee's, rob-

* bers first went into his fold and beating him, drove away hissheep. Iheard Veroopatchee call out hb

vwras being beaten, the robbers then came towards me, I fled, it was cloudy and dark, and I could

'not see who they were. I ran towards the hills, when all was over I returned home and saw

. Veroopatchee and deceased wounded in the house of the former. Deceased had wounds on his leg

" and other parts, he was taken to his own village next day, and I heard he died there. Prosecutor

© was with me when the robbers came.  Prosecutor never told us he had recognized any one.

' 2nd witness Chinnacarothalingum, affirmed—One Monday night, I and Ist witness and others
were watching our sheep, and were roused by Veroopatchee calling out that he was being beatfn
by the Ist and 2nd prisoners, and others not present. I frightened, ranaway. I did not return till
the robbers had gone, next morning I saw Veroopatchee and deceased in the former house, they
were both wounded. I did not recognize any of the robbers. ’ .

3rd witness Pariacaroopen afirmed—Prosecutor took me and 5th'witness the day after the
robbery to the villages of the prisoners, saying they were skinning some of the sheep, and he want-

¢ edusto see, we went and searched their houses, and found nothing of the kind. :
o By Court—I did not say I saw them killing or skinning the sheep, in my former deposition
before Police. . ' ‘ :
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4th witness Andyken, afirmed—One Monday .night, I was slecping in my house, about 9
p. M., ] heard a noise and coming out to see, perceived a crowd of people coming, it was cloudy,
and I did not recognize any one; before they came near, I ran away.
By Court—I never said before the Police thatI recognized the lst, 2nd, 4th and 5th
prisoners.

* 5th witness Ramaswamy, aﬁmed—The 3rd day after the robbcry, prosecutor came to my
village and informed me that sheep had been stolen from him and took me to search for them. The
3rd witness with us, we met 1st, 2nd and 3rd prisoners, when prosecutor said to me those are the
robbers. 1 never searched the pmonen houses or did the others, nor did we see any hlhng or
skinning the sheep. .

By Court—1I never said we saw them doing so before Police.

6th witness, aﬁmed—One Monday night, I was asleep onmy pial; about 9 o'clock, heard a
noise, and saw a crowd of peopls coming, about 300, the villagers who were there ran away in
different directions. I also hid myself in a house, and saw robbers carrying away the sheep, it was
moon-light, but cloudy, and I did not recognize any of the robbers.

By Court—I never said before the Police that I identified the 1st and 2nd prisoners.

No evidence having been adduced that would warrant the conviction of any of the prisoners,
the defence is dispensed with.

Sentence—The assertions made before the Police and affirmed before the Acting Joint
Magistrate, having been retracted by the witnesses before the Court, and there being nothing in
the foregoing evidence to justify the conviction of any of the prisoners, they are acquitted and
released. - .

(Signed) A. W. PHILLIPS,

November 23, 1857. Commissioner.

No. 9. . ORDER THEREON, No. 2; dated 4th January 1838.

* = 'The Commissioner submits the records of cases XV and XVII on his file.

No. XV.—ChAfgé, * Gang robbery, accompanied with murder, and the possessing stolen
property, well knowing it wad acquired by the robbery,” There were thirteen (13) prisoners.
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6 and 8 have been convicted ; the rest have been acquitted and released.

Sentence.—~Death under Clause first, Section IV, Regulation XV of 1803. But the Com-
missjoner recommends that the penalty in each case be commuted to transportation for life with

¥

corporal punishment to the extent of 100 lashes, and a fine of Rupea 300 under Act No. XVI'

of 1850,

2. Under Act No. XVIII of 1855, the Government remit the sentence of death recorded '

against the prisoners, Short of that, the Commissioner will pass any sentence warranted by law,
pud carry the same into effect.

3. Case No, X¥V1I.—A timilar charge. All the pmonen were ncqmtted and no remarks
are called for,

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Sscretary.

Exd.'F.[Cartledge.
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