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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, Tth December 1858.

No. 50. Read the following letter from H. FORBES, Esq., Member of the Legislative Couneil
: of India for Madras; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of
Fort St. George, dated Fort William, the 20th November 1858.

SIR,

I have the honor to forward, to be laid before the Goovernment, a copy of a Bill which was
brought into the Legislative Council by myself on the 6th Instant, with seme copies of a speech
addressed to the Council on its introduction, and of the debate on a previous vecasion of am
amendment being moved to that part of the Code for simplifying Civil procedure, which provid-
ed for the admission of evidence without either cath or affirmation.

The second reading of the Bill was moved to-day, and the motion was withdrawn on a gene-
ral expression of the wish of the Council, that they should not be called upon to commit them-
selves to an opinion upon its principle, until they were in possession of the opinions of the pub-
lic authorities in the several Presidencies, and of the community in general, upon a subject which,
although of very great importance, has not elicited an expression of opinion since 1847,

It has been, therefore, resolved that the Clerk of the Council shall communicate to the
several local Governments, the wish of the Legislative Council to receive the opinions of the
Revenue and Judicial Officers, European and Native, and of the community in general upon the
question of the re-introduction of oaths which were abolished as regards Hindoos and Mussulmans
by Act V of 1840, and upon the recommendation of Her Majesty's Commissioners, that oaths
and affirmations should be altogether dispensed with; and I now take leave to bespeak the par-
ticular attention of the Government to this matter, and to request that the Government will adopt
whatever measures they may consider proper to ensure the opinions which it is wished to obtain
being+before the Council within the period of four months for which the sccond reading of the
Bill has been postponed.

o, ot Orpver YHEKEON, IN0. 1715 ; dated 6th December 1858.

Ordered to be communicated to the Court of Sudder and Foujdaree Udalut ; and through
the Revenue Department, to the Board of Revenue, who will respectively obtain {from such
European and Native Officers subordinate to them, as they may think preper, their opinion

on the question of the re-introduction of oaths, which was abolished, as regards Hindoos and
Mahomedans, by Act V of 1840.

(Signed) W. H. BAYLEY,
Acting Secretary to Govt.
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