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No. 17. Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Consultation in the Publie Depart-
ment, dated 25th November 1858, No. 14154

Read the following letter from G. F. EDMONSTONE, Esq., Secretary to the Government of
India, with the Governor General; to T. PYCROKT, Esq., Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Fort Saint George, dated Allahabad, 8th November 1858, No. 521. :

Home Department.
SIg,

I am directed to transmit for the information of the Right Honorable the Governor in
Couneil the accompanying copy of a letter addressed to the Secretary tothe Government of
Bengal calling attention to the Royal Act of amnesty, pardon and oblivion, which by command
of the Queen has been promulgated to the people of India, and conveying instructions for the
guidance of all Officers, entrusted with judicial powers, in dealing with persons charged with

Political offences. 4

From G. F. EDMONSTONE, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, with the Governor
General ; to A. R. YOUNG, Esg., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated
Allahabad, the 8th November 1858, No. 519.

Home Department,

SIR,

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor General to request, that the attention
of all Officers exercising judicial or magisterial powers in the disturbed districts of Bengal, may
be called to the Royal Act of amnesty, pardon and oblivion, which by command of the Queen
has been proclaimed to the people of India.

9. Pardon is announeed from the Throne in the following teinss :—

¢ Our clemency will be extended to all offenders, save and except those who huve been, or
shall be, convicted of having directly taken part in the murder of British subjects. With regard
to such, the demands of justice forbid the exercise of mercy.

¢ To those who have willingly given asylum to murderers, knowing them to be such, or who
may have acted as leaders, or instigators in revolt, their lives alone can be guaranteed; but in
apportioning the penalty due to such persons, full consideration will be given to the circumstances
under which they have been induced to throw off their allegiance ; and large indulgence will be
shown to those, whose crimes may appear to have originated in a too credulous acceptance of the
false reports circulated by designing men.

¢ To all others in arms against the Government We hereby promise unconditional pardon,
amnesty, and oblivion of all offence against OurseLvEes, Our Crow~ and DieNITy on their
return to their homes and peaceful pursuits.

« It is our Royal Pleasure that these terms of grace and amnesty should be extended to all
those, who comply with their conditions before the first day of January next.”

3. The Honorable the Lieutenant Governor will be pleased to call upon all Officers hold-
ing Civil authority under his Government, to give prompt and complete effect to the foregoing
paragraphs of Her Majesty’s Proclamation.

4. THis Honorwill direct thatall Judgesand Special Commissioners within the districts
which have been or still are disturbed, shall forthwith examine the indictment, upon which each
prisoner whose case is now pending before them, has been committed to their Courts: and that,
unless the erime charged involve the murder of British subjects, or the acting as a leader or
instigator of revolt, they shall immediately cancel the commitment, and remand the prisoners to
the Magistrate who committed them for trial.

5. The Governor General further directs that Magistrates, and Officers in Executive charge
of districts now or heretofore disturbed, may be instructed at once to desist from the prosecution
or apprehension of supposed rebels or traitors, whose crimes do not fall under any one of the
three heads above specified, upon the condition that such persons consent to return, and do in
fact return to their homes, and peaceful pursuits. Andin respect of persons who may be
under trial before them, the Officers in question should be desired, upon the same condition, to
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16. In the Governor General's judgment the

The most deserving of indulgence are those, who have had a share in saving the lives of

17. The Honorable the Lieutenant Governor will of course take care that each case
brought to trial shall be reported to him in weekly statements.

18. In conclusion, I am desirved to add that the Right Honorable the Governor General,
confiding in the loyalty of every man, to whom judicial powers of any degree have been en-
trusted, calls upon each to exercise the discretion left to him in the merciful spirit, in which the

Proclamation has been conceived.
(True Copy.)
(Signed) G. F. EDMONSTONE,
Secy. to the Govt. of India,
with the Govr. Genl.

The foregoing letter and its enclosure will be communicated to the J udicial Deépartment,

whence such orders as may be necessary will be issued.
(Signed) W. H. BAYLEY,

Acting Secretary to Govt.
No. 18. No. 1696 ; dated 1st December 1858.
Resolved that a copy of the foregoing communication be furnished to the Court of Fouj-
under Acts X1V of 1857 and XXII of 1838,

daree Udalut, to the Commissioners appointed
and to theseveral Magistrates in the Provinces for information and guidance as also to the Poli-

tical and Military Departments.

2. The particular attention of all Judici
Jetter from the Government of India to the Governmen
o give prompt and complete effect to the instructions and view

(Signed) W. H. BAYLEY,
Acting Secretery to Govt.

ORDER THEREON,
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Exd. F.Cartledge.
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