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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 23rd November 1858,
BT AR, RS v LA

No. 42. Read the following letter from J. W. CHERRY, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Coim-
batore ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated 5th November 1858, No. 53.

Sir,

1. I have the honor to state for the information of Government, that a report reached me
* Ameenshah Abanishah.  yesterday, that the individual noted in the margin* was apprehended at
Seevanasamoodrum, in Coligal Talook, by my Head Assistant, on a charge of attempt to seriously
assault a pariy of European visitors, and was sentenced by that Officer to 8 months’ imprisonment
with hard labor in irons, under Section VII, Regulation X of 1816. A copy of the charge and
sentence is herein enclosed. I have expressed my opinion to Mr. Boswell, as to the inadequacy
of the punishment.

2. The prisoner is stated to come from the neighbourhood of Delhi; the Acting Head
Assistant says, that he is a suspicious and dangerous character, and totally unsafe to be permitted’
to go at large; it appears he was also much excited and violent before the Head Assistant. when
under enquiry. \

3. For the above reasons, I beg to support the Acting Head Assistant’s recommendation,
as to his further detention in Jail, upon the expiration of his present sentence.

ASSAULT, &c.

Prosecutor.

Sirkar, on behalf of Captain Fitzgerald.

1. Soobdul Hussain.
. Witnesses. { 2. Ismal Sahib.

3. Cherag Allysha.

Prisoner.
Ameenshah Abanishah.

The prisoner is charged with having, on the morning of Friday, the 27th August, on the
Island ef Shevanasamoodrum, in the Colligaul Talook, attempted to assault a party of European
visitors, and rushed upon them in a violent manner, brandishing a hatchet and using abusive
language, ;

He is further charged with having wounded on the arm, the Ist witness, who attempted to
wrest the hatchet out of his hand. He is further charged with being a most dangerous character,
whose violent actions render him quite unsafe to be at large.

Captain Fitzgerald states that on Friday the 27th August, at 6 A, M., in company with two
ladies, he visited the falls of the Cavery near Shevanasamoodrum, a Peon went with them ; on
appreaching about 100 yards of a Mahomedan tomb, the prisoner rushed out upon them, brandish-
ing a hatchet, and jabbering in a violent and menacing manner, the Peon seized him, but receiv-
ed a cut onthe arm. Prosecutor presented his Revolver at him, when he seemed cowed, at lenéth
3rd witness came and took the hatchet from him, when he took up a stone. He was taken into
custody.

Ist witness states. I am a Mysore Peon, about 2 months ago, I accompanied Captain and

" Mis. Fitzgerald and another lady to-the falls of the Cavery. As the party were walking on, Peon
behind, the prisoner who is a Facquir, rushed out upon them, brandishing a hatchet, and using vile
and abusive language, as he was running forward, I rushed on him to stop him, on this he struck -
me with the hatchet and cut open my arm, (witness shewed the mark of the wound,) the 3rd wit-
ness came forward and assisted me in taking him. If we had not stopped him, he was in the act

- of cutting down the ladies.

2nd witness states, he was present at the Bungalow at Shevanasamoodrum, when the F. acquir
was brought in, he was very furious and used abusive language. - .

3rd witness states, hearing a great noise, he came out from the mosque near the falls and saw
Ist witness struggling with the prisoner who was brandishing a hatchet at the European visitors

and using most abusive language.
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