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Read again the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Foujdaree Udalut, dated 21st
September 1858.

Read also the following letters.

No. 12. From C. F. CHAMIER, Esq., Acting Register to the Court of Foujdaree Udalut ;
to T. PYCROEFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated 9th October 1858,

A No. 94

SIR,

With reference to Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, under date the 6th Instant, I
am directed by the Judges to forward for the
1 Letter from the Acting Agent, 30th June 1858.  perusal of the Government, all the correspond-

2 Extract Proceedings, Foujdary Udalut, 12th july , a8 :

il o ooyt f«‘g?gt’ s 122311,&" o ence which has passed between them and the

4 Extract Proceedings, Foujdary uk, ugust -, authorities in Ganj ject i i

4, Bt Eglrodinat, B Bt uly S njamon the subject in question;
ts Assistant, 28th August ,, and to request that the papers may be returned

6
+ Letter from Agent dast i
3 B 23rd Septr to the Court when no longer required.

No. 13. From G. S. FORBES, Esq., Collector of Ganjam; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Berhampore, 14th September 1858.

SiR,

Para. 1. I have the honor to submit for the information of the Right Honorable the Go-
vernor in Council, an original letter addressed to me, by the Assistant Agent, Captain Smith.

2. Before placing on record the Extract Minutes Consultation of the 25th August 1858,
with which the Government forwarded for my report, petitions 1928 to 2208, charging Captain
Smith with the use of torture and illegal imprisonment, I think it best to-state the circumstances
under which these complaints originated, forwarding at the same time Captain Smith’s own reply
to the charges made against him.

3. A detail of the circumstances connected with the Boodeky case, will be found in Mr
Thornhill’s letter to Government, dated 8th May last, to which I would here request their atten
tion. . :

4. In consequence of a falsification of the public records, effected by some of the Govern-
ment servants of this Cutcherry, at the instigation of the Rajah of Chinna Kimedy, several
members of the establishment were placed under suspension, pending an enquiry undertaken at
Mr. Lushington’s orders by Captain Smith. This enquiry was going on at Russelcondah, when
Mr. T. J. Knox took temporary charge of the district, and facts had already been elicited’ which
seemed to invelve the gravest consequences to the parties under suspension, by fixing upon them
the guilt of this audacious forgery, Mr. Knox was, on his arrival, met by various charges against
Captain Smith, some of which have formed the subject of previous reference on his ;art :o the
Court of Foujdary Audalut and Government, and of the character of which they are aware
Early in July last, the bulk of the petitions now under consideration, were also presented to him‘
they seem to have been produced almost simultaneously and are as it appears to me, many of tben;
the composition of the same individual. ! X

5. Iam bound to call the attention of the Government to the significant circumstance that
these charges only appeared after Captain Smith’s enquiries, had menaced the safety and reputa-
tion of several influential public servants,

6. The forgery as will be seen from Mr. Thornhill’s description, was the work of clever and
unscrupulous persons who would of course leave no means untried to avert the consequences of

conviction, that such a forgery was perpetrated, no one attempts to deny, for the interpolated or-

ders still exist, and I have met with nothing to warrant a belief that public rumour and the dis-
cl‘os,ures made by thef Rajah (.>f Chinna Kimedy, impute the crime to the innocent, to the immu-
nity of the really guilty parties. My belief is that, the charges preferred to Mr. T. J. Knox (and

among them, those now under report) were intended to destroy that gentleman’s confidence in
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Captain Smith’s proceedings and to neutralize the wel
think also that these petitions are the indirect work o
ings. However this may be, it is certain that Mr.
Boodeky case from Captain Smith’s office,

ght of such evidence as they elicited. T
f the persons implicated in those proceed-
T. J. Knox did call up the proceedings in the
that no further enquiry took place, and that he did
evince his distrust of the evidence delivered on oath before Captain Smith, so far as to restore to
* I find that one of these per-  their offices two* out of the 4 persons named in para. 8 of Mr. Thojn-
sons remained in office all i i y <
along. hill’s letter, accepting the resignation of the first
to represent to the Board of Revenue, my dissatisfaction at this result,

7. As I have already observed, a most audacious forgery has been committed under the in-

fluence of bribes and for this no one has been brought to justice, on the contrary,
completely turned by a torrent of accusations of  torture ” directed
mainly instrumental in eliciting the facts of the case so far as they

observe that the majority of these complaints are highly ecoloured descriptions of the bardships
incident on the petitioners being placed under the surveillance of peons and that the word torture
is used evidently for the sake of its prestige and without any details to justify it.

the tables are
against the officer who was
go. The Government will

8. I am not prepared to affirm that Captain Smith was never harsh or arbitrary in his pro-
ceedings, but I cannot regard these petitions as evidence to this effect and I think it right to lay
before the Government his defence of his conduct, before affording the triumph of an enquiry to
a party whom I regard as the most unprincipled rascals to be met with in any district.

— ————

No. 14. From G. S. FORBES, Esq., Agent to the Governor in Ganjam ; to the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Chutterpore, 2nd October 1858.
Sir, ‘

At the request of my Assistant, Captain Smith, I have the honor to submi‘t for the cons.i-
deration of His Lordsh}p in Council, an original letter (not yet placed on record in my o.ﬁice) in
reference to the censure passed on Captain Smith by the Court of Foujdaree Udalut, in .th.eu'
Proceedings of the 21st September. Unless I am called upon by Government to pass an opinion
on.this occasion, T shall offer no comment. I have not thought it necessary to f'oxward Captain
Smith’s appeal through the Court of Foujdary Udalut, because he has already addressed the Court
through my predecessor, in justifieation of his public acts a'nd the present appeal seems to have
reference to the course which the Government may determine to pursue towards him in conse-
quence of the Court’s recommendation to remove him from the appointment he now holds.

—

From Captain C. SMITH, Assistant Agent; to G. S. FORBES, Esq., Agent and Collector,
Chetterpore, dated 2nd October 1858.

Sir,

Having been furnished by you with proceedings of the .Foujdaree Udalut ((liourt, dateg
September 1858, in which my conduct as a public Magistrate is severely commente qu(;,n,. ax:
the withdrawal of my powers as Assistant Agent is recomme.nded to Growlermlr;emér : ave to
request that you will submit for the consideration of the Right Honcrab.e t e' overnor ‘m
Council, the following statement of my case, explanatory of my condnct, which will 1 hopf:, in-
duce His Lordship to enquire further into the circumstances of the case, before proceeding to
act upon the recommendation of the Court.

First, as regards ‘‘ Bungurs,” whose case appears to be viewed ir.x the greatest light by th.e
Foujdaree Udalut Court, I beg to state they are a peculiar people having absconded fu?m their
own villages, living in “ Putfoos” in the most remote part of the jungles, who watch their oppor-
tunity to loot and set fire to villages in the plains, commit murder, &c., &c., that they have resorted
to this kind of life from the commencement of the Goomsoor disturbances, and that they have
been proscribed and sought for ever since. Some of these people are included in the list furnish-
ed by my predecessors, out of all these, only three were apprehended by my orders, although the
part taken by these people in acts of violence and plunder was matter of notoriety, it is not easy,

» I have felt it my duty*
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to procure occular testimony to the fact ; but not feeling warran.ted
i i iberty, I referred them to my im-
i ) tting them at liberty,

i es explained above in se . . ; Regand
under the c‘rc.ums::xnt?ng tbepfact and requesting that ewdenc.e might he souglflt mbzl::l ‘:arramed
mediate superlO{;’ \1ace at the time of the rebellion. I submit, I should notk ; z}v:hese o e
i tho'0 stter without orders. The Court of Foujdaree Udalutd spea oo b
. i i i ! . . - - T
e bjected to great injustice by their detention un er my o e; g i
ag unfortunate fnen, subj among the prisoners. As regards the con.lm{ssera.tmn ; t{)]eir e
women and (éllldl“:enl .Id'reLol‘ dship will judge how far under the description g:lvlen :omntary ol

; ; it i ere the
the;lm by \?11:5 t,(l)l‘;; ’are entitled to sympathy, the Wonée:harige(::azl‘(‘h;zn;“”“) Amrarac e
it Jraten, ined leaving them, an e .
: i ives and declined leaving . R S
piuions QA= re.lang:;sttoos and were the followers of Chokro tll?v:?tso(yie. . VV;l ’ abgs‘ence (>
' 1 i i urin
ok 4! IT'SI;l - lt;]]er parties brought to notice, I beg (;o hsubtnlmt ;ere i legss s
derectiop &8 8 ice of Goomsoor reported that there :
i i s fully occupied with the current
Bassloonistly instructions. As my time was fully
ittal and wanted instru : ; bt
e com:::l as well as the Boodiky case (Mr. Lushmgtonlbemg st(i):: LA
work 8t Chet.teﬂ:t)ur,e) I directed the Goomsoor Tahsildar to allow 'e]ﬂ pa:;::ival o Tk vy
o Of; tth]i}?eir homes (with the exception of the pnsoners:,)1 unftl hmy .
‘ : these c¢ :
s I ired them. The whole o : bacd
he cases as 1 requ : ; S T
Wi Ifwmﬂd Cal! “E’ :‘Nithout any loss of time. I must here remark that during the ga
soon after my arrival,

Se cases the I IlnClpa]. ASSIStaDt mn Chalg‘e (LII- Ihornhlll) Sent a gang Iobbex y Case, COIISlSt-
Of the s

m mm i u of
i ence In consequence
hef e, for enquiry, which I was unable to co
ing of 23 persons before me,
o

3 1 1
i i t havi warded his Vakeel to appear for him, although directec
i # i Ze‘;“:‘ii:z Iz)t::: :;gdfo;lyself, this case was referred by Mr: o Jl. lt(nz:ta;z
ppiapa bos LY.Y = t;’or gisposa], as stated in my letter to your address, in rep y1 ; 0 .
U e {\ge“ regarding which the Government tho?ght proper t(.) call :hI: s
SaE e 'ge of abortion, the detention of this case 1 a.drmtf mig
for explgnation. One i at;:sblame. cannot be attached to me, as re[.)eatefl appllcatlonstw:}:e
b avmied:&b:'t 2 i::::ltt’ for certain necessary documents, as explained in my letter to the
made to the Acting

Register to the Foujdaree Udalut Court.

after a lapse of several years,

i i that the duties of my ofice have been consi-
e wm}; a}l (si::li: etsliaec;;pz:x:eo:; Mr. Davidson, until the arrival of Mr. Mort{qs,
geably incre‘ased, i efﬁ as well as that of the Senior Assistant, and my conduct only e-x ev;r‘
b e ceI discharged these duties, was brought to the favorable notice o
e i t hg/h‘ William Knox, and I must here observe that I have
i d.rill and interior economy I have to superintend.

months ago,
Government, by the Acting‘ i
e g o{: 43 Slb:;ld:::‘v;vit to His Lordship to decide whether I fieserve th'e severe

£ CODC‘US“?Z’ ; v:Jldalut Court have thought proper to record in their proceex%mgls izﬁ
rema;ks tll_le E;:iutj :;:edng1~ace and injury to my prospects v‘fhich 1 respectéullytsubmlt, s
;)vehse:o;:ct tron,‘ by being removed as recommended by the Foujdaree Udalut Court.

. C. SMITH, Assistant Agent; to G.S. FORBES, Esq., Agent: to the Go-
tam L O ? <

From Cap Saint George, in Ganjam, dated Russelcondah, 10th November 1838 .
2%

vernor of Fort

SIr,

acknowledgin e 'p ; inu f Consultation, underdated
1 I 4 'g' g the receipt of Extract from the Minutes o : ‘

e .)‘1 An ‘ Slt‘ 18158 lNVO 11 [ 1, I h& 0. 1o the honor to Oﬁ.el' the fOHO 11'1c repl dnd X-
the 25th Augu 5 i v w wing y e

lanation. : 3
P ith reference to petition No. 1928, the first on the list, I beg to state that witnesses
en ' % . e
5 2; ; Wxtedr:ne:owmn affirmation, that the petitioner was endeavouring to get up false evi
0s . : : i
da:lct;gi n‘;'l;vor of the Zemindar and his uncle, with a view of securing them from punishment,
e

induced me to place him under the simple surveillance of a peon until the enguiry had been
m »
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completed, but before this took place, Mr. T. J. Knox, assumed charge of the district, and di-
rected the petitioner with two others, who were similarly situated, to be forwarded to him, which
was accordingly done. I emphatically deny that the petitioner ever suffered “hardships” or
“mdigniffies" of any kind whatever. The petitioner, I believe has connections in the Hoozoor
Cutcherry and I would here remark that the petitioner during Mr. William Knox’s tenure of
office, presented numerous petitions, with a view of inducing the then Acting Agent to remove
fhe trial from my Court, and I would also observe that, the evidence on the prosecution o
implicated the Zemindar and his uncle, that I considered necessary with a view of aw«huﬁ the
possibility of an appeal, that the Zemindar and his uncle should be present in Court to reply to-
certain interrogatories, I therefore forwarded all the depositions I took on the prosecution to Mr.
William Knox, who directed their attendance before my Court ; Mr. T. J. Knox, however, con-
sidered proper to dismiss the case and I considered it to be my duty to appeal to the F. U,
Court, in this case; I am led to believe from rumours circulated in the district that a considera-
ble sum of money has been expended on the Cutcherry servants econnected with the case.

«".3. With reference to petition No. 1974, I beg to state, the petitioner was placed under the
surveillance of a peon by the orders of Mr. William Knox, owing to his intriguing with the
C'ntcberry servants to suppress the truth connected with the Boodiky case. The petitioner of
h'ls own free will sent word, when t.hg true circumstances of the Boodiky case was coming to
light, that, he was anxious to see me, which request was complied with, when of his free accord
gave a deposition on solemn affirmation, implicating several of the Cutcherry_aerv"antslf:fﬂ?éelv
fully convinced the petitioner has been induced by some of the Cutcherry servants to act as he
has now done, with a view of removing suspicions and future disgrace from themselves. In this
case also I emphatically deny the petitioner suffered any ill-treatment at my hands.

4. With reference to petition No. 2024, I beg to observe the petitioner was a party con-
cerned in a case of gang robbery and murder, which occurred in the Pedda Kimedy Zemindaq ‘
and was merely placed under the surveillance of a peon and not allowed to have commun’ * S
\.with any oue. The Zemindar being a defendant in the case, was directed to atten” i ser
in person or by Vakeel, intimation to this effect was sent to him both by the ting
Agent Mr. T. J. Knox and myself; before these parties made their appearance, the
Acting Agent directed all the parties in this case under detention at Russelcondah, to
be forwarded before the Assistant Agent, Mr. Morris, as the talook in which this out-
rage took place, had been made over to that officer. I beg to state that this case
was forwal:ded to me for full enquiry, by the Principal Assistant in charge, as he had reason
for supposing that suspicion attached to the Tahsildar in the preliminary enquiry which that of-
ficial had made in this, asin the previous cases. I deny in toto having ever subjected thq;petl-
tioner to any harsh treatment or restraint, further than that above mentioned. B

Py

No;ﬁs S0, 2026, 2031, 2032, 5. With reference to petitions as per margin, I have to state that
g

the petitioners in these cases are parties implicated in the case
robbery and murder alluded to in the preceding paragraph. They also were placed un
ple surveillance of peons, but were not in any way ill-treated or subjected to any hard
the charge could be enquired into, the case was transferred to Mr. Morris, accord
tions received from the Acting Agent, Mr. T. J. Knox.

6. The petitioner in No. 2028, was Q@em whose name &Ppeareﬂ pe Tist, _
petitioner in No. 2207, in Boodiky case, he was merely placed like all others, under simple sur-
veillance, but was not subjected to any ill-treatment whatever. Fasssy s :

7. The petitioner in No. 2080, was the Vakeel of ** Narottamadoss,” he is said to have in-
timidated the Chinna Kimedy Zemindar, who, in consequence of this intimidation, lodged one
thousand (1000) Rupees with a merchant at Burhampore, of this sum one hundred (100) Rupees
was said to have been presented to petitioner, with a view of inducing him to use his influence
with certain Cutcherry servants, on behalf of the Zemindar, to exempt him (Zemindar) from all
blame in the Boodiky case, and that in the event of petitioner succeeding, the balance of (900 Rs.)
nine hundred Rupees would be made over by the merchant to the said petitioner. Having ob-
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tained the above information from enquiry made, I recovered the above sum of nine hundred
900,) (subsequently deposited in the Hoozoor Cutcherry,) a dGPOSItIOI.l was taken. ff‘om
the merchant, who admitted the fact as above State(.i. .I have every reason to believe thfe petition-
er was receiving bribes from both defendant and plaintiff ; he was placed under the sur\.’.'e.lllance of a
seon. and subject to no ill-treatment whatever. I would here remark. that the petitioner com-
L that he was suffering from sickness, and I directed both the Doctor of
d to the Ganjam Sibundies, to attend upon him. They reported
that the petitioner was suffering from effects of ¢ venereal,” and had at the same time declin.ed
their treatment. 1 firmly believe, he merely wished.to leave Ru‘ssel‘condah for the purpose of in-
stigating further intrigue. The petitifmer has, I believe, bfaen dismissed from public employ, and
his character throughout the district, is known to be notoriously bad.

Rupees (

plained at Russelcondah
" the station and Dresser attache

8. With reference to petition No. 2207, [ beg to state that the petitioneris a Va-

keel of the Zemindar of Chinna Kimedy. 1 ﬁrr'nly .believ.e, he has b‘een induced to for-
ward this petition by certain Cutcherry servants implicated in tl}e. Boodiky case. After re-

1% he permission of the Zemindar in my presence, the petitioner of his own free will,
ceumlg: tstatlc)ament and presented a list of parties to whom money had been paid, no copy
g?‘;;su;eposition was granted by me, as stated by petitioner,‘ he was never plac'ed. under sur-
veillance by my orders, but by the orders of the late Acting Agent, Mr. William Knox;
after the petitioner had given his statement, at his own request, I allow.ed.a peon to accompany
bim, as he was afraid that the Cutcherry servants would intimidate him T of his
having divulged the trath. I submit whethe-r it be proper that a person ait'er having deposed
to certain facts on solemn affirmation, and this deposition atte§ted by two witnesses, should be
allowed to detract his former statement by the mere presentation of a petition ; for such a pro-
, appears to me as likely to bring the European Magistracy into
lly contend, should never be allowed. For such a course must
necessarily greatly embolden the natives and lead them to imagjne they can carry on their sur-
reptitious practices with impunity. I may here remark that Government directed Mr. T. J.
Knox to complete the enquiry in the Boodiky case, but as fa.r as I can ascertain, this course
was not adopted, but merely the resignation of a few of the parties whf)s‘e names appeared in the
list as implicated in the matter. I regret to perceive that all the depositions taken both by my-
self and the Principal Assistant in charge, have apparently been f)x'erloo!:ed and my conduct
brought to the notice of Government in a disparaging light. 1 submit the Af:ting Agent, Mr. T.
J. Knox, might in common courtesy, have called upon me for any explanation I might have to
offer, as Government have now seemed pleased to do, to the charges brought against me by the
petitioners before endorsing their petitions and recommending them to appeal to Government,
or to the Civil Court for redress. I now leave it for you and Government to decide whether I
have received that support which I conceive I was justly entitled to from my immediate superior.
Taking into consideration that the whole of these petitions were written apparently at Chetter-
pore, and all within a few days’ interval, whether this proceeding does not bear the appearance of
a conspiracy, with a view of damaging my official character.

ceeding, in my humble opinion
bad repute which, I respectfu

If I might be allowed to offer a few remarks on the subject matter of petition, I would here
beg most respectfully. to observe, that all the depositions taken b‘y me with reference to the
Boodiky case, were taken in open Court, that the statements were free and unconstrained and
that two witnesses attached their signatures to each deposition.

Secondly.—In a petition No. 2080, presented by “ Abbo Sooriah” he distinctly states that
the sum of one thousand (1,000) Rupees placed by the Zemindar of Chinna Kimedy, in the hands
of a certain merchant at Burhampore, wasin liquidation of a debt due by the said Zemindar to the
said merchant, and that the supposition is false which induced the Assistant Agent to believe
that the above sum was given for corrupt purposes, with reference-to the Boodiky ease, such being
the purport of *“ Abboo Sooriah’s” petition, it appears to me strange and unaccountable why,or on
what grounds the late Acting Agent, Mr. T. J. Knox, should have, (as I am led to believe he has
done) returned to the Zemindar the said sum of nine hundred (900) Rupees which was repre-

" sented to Government as having been paid in liquidation of a debt due by the Zemindar.

?)P\
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No. 15. OrpER THEREON, No. 1637; dated 18th November 183€.

1. The Foujdaree Udalut having in their proceedings of the 21st September, recommended
the removal of Captain Smith from his post, the Government called for all the papers in the case.

These were furnished on the 9th October. There are 24 enclosures to the Register's letter.
They will be returned in original.

2. TItappears that Mr. T. J. Knox, the Acting Agent in Ganjam, addressed the Fokj-
daree on the 30th June last, relative to *‘ the extraordinary state of things in Captain Smith, the
Assistant Agent's office.” 1t seems that owing to complaints made to him, the Acting Agent, on
his arrival at Chutterpore, thought it proper to call for ““a list of all persons, who, being under

trial, were detained in custody before the Assistant Agent.” This Return shewed that up to
the end of June,

2 persons had been in custody from November 1856, or for 20 months.
1 person from April 1857, or for 11 months.

6 persons from August 1857, or for 10 months.

4 persons from January 1858, or for 6 months.

8 persons from February 1858, or for 5 months.
16 persons from March 1858, or for 4 months.
34 persons from May 1838, or for 1} month.

3 since June, in all 74 persons, exclusive of 15 cases with 25 prisoners committed to
Captain Smith, but awaiting trial under charge of the Head of Police « from March
forwards.” ““Since,” Mr. Knox goes on to say, “his report reached me, some
cases have been disposed of; but the delay is beyond all excuse. Captain Smith's ex-
cuse is that on the visit of the Governor in end of March, e, (Captain Smith) came
to his station (Chutterpore) and remained for six weeks, but I do not think this
sufficient.”

3. Accordingly under date 12th July, the Foujdaree called upon Captain Smith to explain.

His statement is dated 29th Idem, and was forwarded by him direct to the Foujdaree. It is as
follows : —

(a.)—The 2 who have been in custody for 20 months are followers of the rebel chief
Chokro Bissoye, against whom (i. e. the 2 prisoners) no evidence has yet been forth-
coming. .

(b.)—The party who has been detained for 14 months is also a person of the same class,
and his case has not been disposed of for similar reasons.

(e.)—As to the 6 who have been in confinement for 10 months, 3 are of the same genus
as () and (b) and their case cannot be disposed of, on the same grounds. The other

3 are not. They were implicated in a case of “ procuring abortion.” It is true they

have been in confinement for 10 months, but the late Agent is responsible for 5 months
of that period, as certain papers important to the enquiry were detained by him for
that time. ' : 3 S

(d )—The 4 who have been in custody for 6 months are of the same class 28 (a) and |
¢ awaiting trial when evidence is forthcoming.”

(e.)—The 8 in custody for 5 months. Of these one is in the same pd;ﬁtion .asb(c? anf‘ "ﬂ:e
other seven ¢ were remanded on a charge of having made away with grain be ongmc. 0
another party. When I ascertained the facts of the case, it appeared to me to ].,),e mat-
ter for a Civil Court, to which both the plaintiffs and defendants were.rzferred. :

it i custody for 4 months. To 13 of these, ““ the same remarks are app ica-

% b'lle‘h :slgllx.:ecaboveyalluded to” () and (b.) The remaining 3 are the servants of thz

Zemindar of Collicotta and Hautghur. ‘“The Zemindar and his un?le were charge
" in case No. 11 of 1858 in my Court, and these 3 men were charged with having endea-
voured to get false evidence in favor of the defendants. They could not therefore be

released before the case (agairst the Zemindar) had been finally disposed of.” It was_

not disposed of by him (Caplain Smith,) as the Acting Agent called it up before him.
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(g.)—34 for 6 weeks—23 of these men were detained, because the Assistant Agent had not
(y-. suceeeded in bringing the Zemindar of Pedda Kemidyg (or his Vakeel) who was strong-
ly suspected of being concerned in the same crime (a gang robbery,) before his Court;

and the 11 others were prisoners in another charge of robbery, which required careful
investigation. ,
'msy,.)__ln regard, finally, to the 15 cases including 25 prisoners, l-le wa; u:’e:vmdab]y absent
" \hen they were committed, and * they have all since been disposed of.

4. Captain Smith further thinks it right to mentioTI that on the 3rd February 1858:’ (some
of them must have been many months in custody at that time) he ¢ addre'ssed Mr.. Win. Knox re-
garding the Bungars™ ot rebels, and that gentleman was perft.ect]y satisfied with the explana-
sion.” In conclusion, he points out that the work of his office is very heavy.

5. Inreply to this statement, the Foujdaree directéd Captain Smifh “explicitly by
the grounds upon which the parties stated to be followex:s of Chokro B'z?so?le were dete.uned in
custody, including the nature of the charge brought a.gamst thet-n, the evxdentie gpon whxch‘ they

. oliended, and the sources of the further evidence against tht:m whieh he expected to
Zlf::i :I"’PYGH « was also to submit copy of the corréspondence alluded to in para. 4 suprd, between
himself and Mr. W, Knox.

6. In obedience to this order, Captain Smith on the 28th Idem explains tl.]at, “ the said
s were detained in consequence of the Boad, Tahsildar having sent them to him, represent-
parties ing them to be Bungars who had established themselves in various
¢ The rude liuts common to P:otoos.* He (Captain Smith) was anxious that all records connected
thie migratory tribes. with Bungars in the Agent’s Court and elsewhere should be well
Jooked into, to see if any of the parties were impli‘cated in cri.minal casei, ar,ld this was tpe source
from which he hoped to have obtaingd further eyldence against them. ' The parties, it seefns,
411 acknowledged being rebels. ¢ They are all Goomsoor men, and 1 believe they have.bec:*n im-
plicated in the various out-breaks there, otherwise they would never have abandoge,c'l their villages
and establish themselves in “ Pootoos” in the most remote part of the ¢ Malwas.

As to the women and children; they mighthave left the men—but preferred not doing so.
He sends copy of all correspondence that has taken. plzfce on the su'b.)ect, and :‘ begs to add
My. Wi, Knox never made any remarks in his communications that he is aware of.

7. The foregoing reached the Foujdaree on the 27th Augunst, and on the 31st Idem, the pre-
sent Agent explains to the Court what “ Bunga{'s" are ; f;h.at such men Shouh‘l‘not, be relea.sed
unconditionally, and that he wili detain them pending enquiries, the result of which he promises
to report. Thisreport he submits in a letter dated : the 23rd _Septe’ml’)er or .two days I_ater than
the date of the Foujdaree proceedings, recommending Captain Smith's dismissal. It is to the
effect that 5 Bungars detained by Captain Smith are criminated by the record of certain trials
held in 1855. Their trial will be proceeded with and the other 8 men will be released on
security, if suspicious circumstances be sufficiently established against them.

8. Incommenting on Captain Smith's proceedings, the Foujdaree allude particularly to the
case of the ¢ Bungars,” as the other cases are insignificant in comparison. . “ These persous were
sent up to the Assistant charged with having been followers of Chokro Bissoye. Not one atom
of evidence was brought against them, and yet on this vague and unsupported accusation, these
unfortunate people, including men, women and child-ren have be'en kept in conﬁ?ement.for periods
varying from 2 to 20 months.” They see nothing in the Assistant’s explanation which he sub-
mitted in return to their second Precept (paras. 5 and 6 suprd) and attach no weight to his other
pleas. They deem it extraordinary that the Acting Agent did not interfere, but are clear that
this does not excuse Captain Smith.

9. A further letter from Captain Smith is submitted to Government by the Agent on the
2nd October—in which Captain Smith offers more explanation as to the *“ Bungars,” who appear
to be a peculiar people of vagrant and predatory habits.

10. This concludes the case as connected with the report of the Foujdaree Court. There
are other petitions against the Assistant Agent which reached Government direct, and were for-
warded on the 25th August last to the Agent for Captain Smith's explanation ; the charge being



—

Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 23rd November 1858.

“ Torture.” The Agent reports on the 24th September, that they have been concocted by noto-
riously unscrupulous people out of revenge at the activity of Captain Smith, in investigating a
charge in which several influential Officials were implicated. This case was disposed of by Go-
vernment on the 21st May last. They returned it to the Officiating Agent, desiring him to try
those who had not already been punished by his predecessors under the regulations, or in com-
munication with the Board of Revenue. This batch of petitions is distinet from that bele{Jing
to the Foujdaree cases except that the three parties (servants of the Zemindar) referred to in
para. 3, Section (f) suprd, are to be found in both lists.

11.  The Government have thus reviewed the whole of the proceedings connected with the
charges against Captain Smith. They agree with the Foujdaree Udalut that the case which de-
mands particular attention is that of the « Bungars,” but they are not prepared to go the length
that authority has gone in commenting on the detention of these people by the Assistant Agent.
Considerable latitude must be conceded to the proceedings of Officers employ ed partly in a
Political capacity, in a wild country and amid a lawless population, like that of Goomsoor. The
class of people named * Bungars” belong to those tribes who have always been foremost in 4e'ﬁance
of constituted authority in that part of the country ; and living as they were, in the condnt.lon o
men who are fugitives from justice, they were certainly objects for the exercise of w”‘e‘{/ ance
on the part of the Assistant Agent, whose measures to that end are not to be scrutinized w:t}.x all
the minuteness called for in the supervision of judicial proceedings in more civilized Districts.
His conduct at the same time is amenable to censure. It was not till February1858, afbel: .
of the prisoners had been upwards of a year in custody, that he reported their apprehension to
Mr. Wm. Knoz, the late Officiating Agent. It was then that Officer's duty i Bave <%one, sl
present Agent did, viz., searched the records of the trials connected with .the 1n'surrect1c.m of: C}ZOC;
kro Bissoye, and learnt at once how fur, if at all, the parties before Captain Smith were implicate
thereby. Mr. Wm. Knoz, therefore, is to blame, as well as his subordinate, th(?ugh‘hy i mea'ns
to the same extent. It only remains for the Government formally to admonish Captain Smith

of the duty of conducting his proceedings in a less arbitrary manner, and more in accordance -

with the regulations laid down for the observance of Magisterial Officers in such cases, .unde;
pain of incurring their highest displeasure. In regard, more particularly to the (;e:tennqn o
Political suspects, the present Agent Mr. Gordon Forbes, will be careful to obtain from his Assxsta{l’t
periodical returns of parties under custody, and will be promp_t to notice all cases ; w.here sub~-
stantial grounds for detention in custody, pending further enquiry, are not, to his own judgment,.
apparent.

(Signed) W. H.BAYLEY,
Acting Secretary to Govi.

Exd. F. Cartledge-
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