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Fort 8t. George, Judicial Consultation, 19th October 18!

O N

No. 7. Read the following letter from J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector of Prisons ; T
PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, dated
Ootacamund, 6th August 1858, No. 315.

SIR,

I have the honor to bring to your notice and that of the overnment, that immediate pro-
vision is temporarily required for a Jail at this Station, not only for those of whose offences the
Subordinate Court has cognizance and for Debtors, Buropean and Native, but for Europeans sen-
tenced to penal servitude under Act XXIV of 1855.

2. Youare aware that the so called Jail has been appropriated asa Court House. The rodowns
ard other out-buildings, including the stables erected for Lord Dalhousie’s escort, were in part
temporarily occupied as a Prison, they proved very insecure and no repair would suit them to
the object required, I did not when I sanctioned their being temporarily used as a Jail, anticipate
delay in providing a suitable Prison,

. The out-offices spoken of have now, in great part, been appropriated to other pur-
poses of Grovernment ; there is an immediate call for Prison accommodation for a European sen-
tenced under Act XXIV of 1855 to penal servitude ; the business of the Subordinate Court now
established has amounted in one month to what it had been in six months, and I hear from Mr.
Bird the Sub Judge, that he has frequent applications for Warrants against luropeans; the
Coimbatore Jail contains more than double its proper complement. Every other Prison in the
neighbourhood is over-crowded. It is therefore absolutely necessary that immediate provision
be made.

4. I I can get a suitable building for a small rent, I shail on my own responsibility engage
it temporarily, but I do not feel sanguine of success. I would recommend that the present Go-
vernment office containing the Post and Commandant’s offices, or the old (so called) Jail be
givenup tome, and that provision for those offices be found elsewhere, the former is the
stronger and perhaps the best building of the two for my purpose, but either will answer till
other provision is made.

5. I may mention that rent is now paid for a Museum and Telegraph office, amounting to
more than 100 Rupees monthly, other offices I believe require accommodation;-I am not the
proper person to suggest local arrangements, but I believe that at the present moment, suitable
buildings may be obtained on rent capable of accommodating several offices or institutions. My
proper business is to get a secure Prison, and that immediately. I merely respectfully suggest ar-
rangements that may be made to facilitate my getting what I want.

No. 8. OrpER THEREON, No. 1433 ; dated 13th October 1858.

The Inspector of Prisons addresses Government on the urgent want of a Jail at Ootaca-
mund, not only for those of whose offences the Subordinate Court has cognizance and for
Debtors, European and Native, but for Europeans sentenced to penal servitude under Act
Para. 4. XXIV of 1855 He states “ if I can get a suitable building for a small rent, T
shall on my own responsibility engage it temporarily, but I do not feel sanguine of succ
would recommend that the present Government office containing the Post and Commandant’s
offices, or the old (so called) Jail be given up to me and that provision for those offices be found
elsewhere, the former is the stronger and perhaps the best building of the two for my purpose, but
either will answer till other provision is made.”

2. The Government do not approve of the present Government office being taken for a
Jail, The best plan they conceive will be that the building in which the Sub Court is now held
be wholly given up for Prison purposes, temporarily, and that provision be made for the Sub
Court by renting a house or part of a house elsewhere. The Inspector and Sub Judge will be at
liberty at once to carry out this arrangement, if feasible.

3. As regards a new Jail at Ootacamund, it is observed that in a letter, copy of which will
Dated 7th August 1858, No.  be forwarded to Mr. Rohde, this Government have strongly urged on

g the Government of India, that early sanction may be granted for the
estimate of the Jail proposed to be attached to the Court of the Sub Judge of that place, and
that the Supreme Government have stated in reply, that the subject has been referred to the

Public Works Department.
(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
Exd. F. Cartlodge,
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