


A SO ST 51 0
Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 3rd August 1858.
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No. 29. Read the following letter from J. J. COTTON, Esq., Commissioner of Masulipatam ;
to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, Fort
St. George, dated 9th July 1858, No. 41.

SIR,

1. With reference to para. 11 of the Extract from Minutes of Consultation, dated 1st July
1858, No. 882, calling upon me to state in detail the grounds on which I have proposed the
penalty of death against certain individuals concerned in the attack upon the town and Govern-
ment Treasury of Juggiapett, I have the honor to state that in the first place the charge under
which the prisoners were all convicted, viz., that of gang robbery and murder, is one for which
the penalty of death is the legal sentence against all principals whether in the first or second
degree. -

2. The prisoners against whom capital sentence was recorded, viz., the 4th, 5th, 8th, 10th’
and 14¢h in case No. 3, were convicted fully upon their own confessions, and the evidence of
witnesses which corroborated sieh. .

3. The 4th prisoner admitted before all the tribunals who went through the case, that he
joined in the attack and robbery of the town ; and was identified by the Ist, 9th and 10th wit-

\ X

nesses in addition to the 3rd, he was also identified by the two Hyderabad approvers, (the 9th and’

10th witnesses had been originally-sentwup as 15th and 16th prisoners.)
4. The 5th prisoner although when placed on his defence here denied the erime charged,

acknowledged before Captain Thornhill, the Superintendent of Police at Hyderabad, his compli-

city in the offence, and has been identified by the 4th and 5th witnesses, to say nothing of the 3rd.

3. The 8th prisoner confessed to having been concerned in the plunder of a shop immediate-
ly in front of the Talook Cutcherry. He was recognised by the st and 2nd witnesses, as well a8°
by the 3rd and the two Hyderabad approvers:

6. The 10th prisoner only confessed the offence charged when originally apprehended at
Hyderabad, adding that he had .been coricerned in another attack of a similar kind on the town
of Tandoor ; but he has been recognised by the Ist, 4th and 11th witnesses, besides one of the
Hyderabad approvers and the 3rd witness. :

7. The 14th prisoner acknowledged before the Superintendent of Police at Hyderabad,
that he had been concerned in the robbery of Tandoor as well as Juggiapett, and was a Jemadar,

and although before the Court he simply confessed to being a principal in a second degree, he

was fully identified by the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th and 11th witnesses, as well as by the 3rd.
8th.  The 5th prisoner in No. 4, though he with the rest denied the crifiie wiih which he

was charged, stood fully convicted by the evidence of Ist, 2ud, 5th, 7th and 9th witnesses, and

also was pointed out before the Court by the 3rd witness as forming one of the gang in question,
9. All the above particulars are exhibited in the correspondence and records already sub-

mitted to Government, and afforded the grounds on which I was induced to select the above for

particular punishment from among the whole number who' had become amenable thereto; and
especially, as the evidence was more full in regard to them than the others.

10.  Iam not sure that they were more guilty than the rest, but the guilt of the whole has

been established, so'as to render the whole or any of them liable to the penalties of the law; and

the heinousness of the offence, as well as the peculiar circumstances that attach to its commis- ~
sian, as alluded to in para. 39 of my letter dated 2nd Ultimo, No. 33, called for signal punish-
ment in my opinion, and: one calculated to impress terror into the minds of those of the large B

gang ringleaders and others still at large who would hear of it.

I1. I will not for a moment suppose that such an act of retributive Justice as proposed by
me would endanger the safety of the town of J uggiapetta by firing the revengeful feelings of
the gang alluded to, as of course the authority of Government and its power to protect its sub-
jects from such wanton attacks is admitted on all sides : but whatever the sentence may ulti-
mately be, it would be of the highest importance to publish it far and wide throughout those Dis-
tricts in the Nizam's country which continue to harbour similar parties of vagabonds, whose

occupation seems to consist in an open' defiance of the laws of . the land, as the means of sub~

sistence and wealth,

,‘_Lt_—_‘;;

z



ettt aras ey, pe—

Fort St George, Judzczal Consultatzon, 3rd Au ust 1858.

No. 30. OrpEr THEREON, No. 1031 ; dated 30th July 1858.

In Extract Minutes Consultation, I No. 882, dated Ist July 1838, the Government passed
orders on three cases of Dacoitee and murder, connected with the late attack by Rohillas on the
town of Juggiapet, which were laid before them, with his sentences in cach instance, by the Com-
missioner Mr. J. J. Cotton.

2. They observed on that occasion, after (hsposmrr of the rest of the proceedings, that, in
regard to certain pnsonexs (Nos. 4, 5, 8, 10 and 14 in case No. 3 and No. 5in case N4, 4) whom
it was proposed to hang in chains at the scene of the outrage, before sanctioning the infliction of
the punishment suggested, they desired to have before them in detail the grounds on which the
Commissioner recommended that penalty in those particular instances.

3. The present letter is a reply to this reference. The Government abserve that every
man concerned in the lawless and murderous outrage perpetrated at Juggiapet has incurred the pe-
nalty of death. If any were to be spared, it should have been those oaly who wete proved to
have taken a subordinate part in the attack. Mr. Cotton however does not‘appear to have been
guided in the selection he made (and which the Government have no power to disturb) ) for this
parpose Dby any such principle. Those whom he has sentenced to transportation for life appear
to be equally guilty with those he sets aside for capital punishment, and had he recommended the
extreme sentence of the law in the case of many more than he has, the Government, being per-
suaded that a terrible example is necessary, would not have exercised the powers vested in them for
the granting of reprieves.

4. It only remains now to deal with those under sentence of death. These sentences will
be carried out, as proposed by Mr. Cotton, at the town of Juggiapet, if possible—that is if there
be no very strong and decided objection ; if there is, the execution will take place at Masulipatam
but the Government will expect good cause to be shown for its taking place there. ,
not to be hung in chains. The Commissioner will himself superintend the executions, and will

take care that, both on the journey from Masulipatam to Juggiapet, if they take place lh(’*m anil 48
the latter place, he surrounds the prisoners with such a guard, \[dxtar\ or otherwi ise, as may be

judged proper, as shall ensure the futility of any attempts at a rescue, should any such be made
by that portion of the gang still, unfortunately, at large.

The men are

5. 1t will be the duty of the Commissioner during his absence from his station, t T
rangements in communication with the Magistrate, for the proper custody of th R
the Jail there, and when the sentence shall have been carried out, he \vxl)l, giv te E‘;‘;O“ers -

give to it the

possible publicity.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Seeretary.

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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