


% Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 11¢h Awgust 1857,

Read the following papers.
No. 1. Trom Kiamud Dowlah, Bahader, and. Kamrood Dowlah, 'Baha(_ler.
To
Tue Ricur HonorarLe GRORGE FRANCIS ROBERT Lorp HARRIS.
My Lorp, |

We trust the peculiarity of our ease will be sufficient apology for endeavouring to engage
your Lovdship’s attention. ‘

We are the grandsons of Wallajah and the owners of an estate known as the Ally Baugh
within the limits of the Supreme Court.

Ahout 2% years ago a portion of our estate was taken for public purposes, and compensation
was paid, or agreed to be paid vs, by Government, and during the transaction a sum was left in
the hands of the Collector of Madras, Mr. Stokes.

M. Ritchie (a Solicitor) was the representative of some pretended mortgagees of a portion of
our estate not taken by Government ; but, seeing money was about to be paic us, harrassed us
through his friend the Collector with pretended elaims, and eventually asserted that he would
give up the above mortagaged land for a specific sum which was agreed on, and the Collector
was allowed by us to retain the same for payment on delivery of the title deeds and possession
of the land. ‘ _

1t proved however that he never had the title he claimed, and, in fact, the whole thing was
apparently done to create a law suit, swhich our Agent had special instruetions to avoid. Itso
far served his purpose that it brought an opponent against him in the shape of the rightful owner
of the land.and he had to defend this suit ; the subject matter at issue being of the value of
Rupees 22 thousand an_d the costs being little less than 7 thousand Rupees on either side. In
the above contest the Advocate General took part, although acting at the same time as the inde-
pendent adviser of the Government. 3 : '

We assert with all respect my Lord that our property was in this instance improperly held
out as a bait to litigation ; and have every reason fo believe that if on its being found that the
assertion of Mr. Ritchie was without foundation, our deposit had. been returned as it ought to,
‘and undoubtedly would have been, under the advice of an independent Advocate General, the
expenditure of the.above 14 thousand Rupees in costs might have been avoided ; as the parties
would have compromised between themselves when the money was removed ; there being then
no further cause for dispute than had previouély existed. - o

‘Your Lordship will perhaps bettor understand -our dread of the Supreme Court when we
assert that we are able to substantiate the fact that within the Ijast few yeats this very Ally
Baugh cstate has paid for 2 Fquity suits, which originated in a dispute amongst our relatives,
upwards of 68 th_oqsand’Ruers, viz, - e _ ' " i _ 5

"+ An Equity suit brought agaiiis_t_‘éertaill- sharersin the estate to which our signature was.
forged and who obtained a decyee in their favor. - 5 G : '
Actual costs of the BhoVE. ersh sriaiiesseers i ‘Rupees... 81,800

A suit brought by us to set aside the above decree........ : 36,500
Total costs peid to the Supreme Cotrtecesioreoseerieeinnns Rupeoesi., 68,300

e st

.. We believe my Lord we ave not the only Proprietors who have paid more than the value of

" their estate in law costs and that there arc few lands within the limits of the. Supreme Court

that have not done so within a generation ; and, in that respect, we may not be much
worse off than others ; but, as Mussulmen, this is not the only inconvenience ; and - weve there
are numerous secluded females who have divided interests in land, as is the case with Mahome-
dans, the annoyance, vexation and expense is enormously increased. ) |
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Q. Thougly, as Lur as Fseey there Is nothing vw vecord to show that Mr. Titchie, did we-
kinowledge before the arbitratovs, that the alleged claim of his clients had been satisfied. T be-
leve [rominformation gained on the mauy oecasions on which [ have had to - consider this ense,

that such admission wus made, and that the fact can be abundantly testified Ly the Avbitratoes.

For the above named act of justice your Petitioners as in duty-bound will ever pray
Seal of KIAMUD DOWILA H,
Lahader,

3. It wills he observed by the foot note to para @ 4 of Mr, Seunders” letier, that the “orie

ginal document™ has not been veceived by me, but T apprehend that it will be fortheoming

Seal of KAMROOD DOWLAH,

Madeas, 30th June 1857, Batadey
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Na, 254, 4o I the avbitrators had gone regrilaily theough the case, they would doulitless have placed
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the 22,000 Rupees in- deposit.

4. As po the assertion: inpara: 7, the  Govermment will perceive, tlmt Mr. Saunders a8

error as to the construction to be put upon Seetion 15, The title to the land heing cous u(l;!‘i_'ﬂ([;

No. 2. From B, CUNLIFIE, Esq., Collector of Madras; to It MALEBL Fsq Acting

Chief Seeretary to Government, dated 28rd July 1857, No. 14.

Sir, = e : ; i : i
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