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Fort St. George, TJudicial Consultation, 28th July 1857.
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No. 25. Read the following letter from J.'ROI»‘IDE, Esq., Inspector of Prisons; to E.
MALTBY, Esq., Acting Chief Sccretary to the Government of Fort St. George,
dated 14th July 1857, No. 263.

Sir,

I have the honor to forward copy of a letter received from Mr. T. J. Knox, Acting Magis-
trate of Masulipatam, mentioning the murdex of Golla Ramoodoo, one of the peons to whom Go-
vernment sanctioned a reward of 100 Rupees for effecting the apprehension of Vamoola Nau-
chaiigaudob, whase second escape from Jail, I notified to Government in my letter of the 15th
Ultimo. B

2. Mr. Knox expresses the belief, common throughout the- district, that the murder was
committed by the escaped convict, for whose re-apprehension he now requires permission to offer
a reward of 1,000 Rupees.

3. Mr. Knox adds.that, should there be strong suspicion that G. Ramoodoo was murdered
by the convict Naucharigaudoo, he should have no hesitation in offering the reward for his head,
the casiest way of ridding the country of such a savage.

4, It appears to me that the error, which Mr. Knox’s expression seems to imply, should be
corrccted, and as I have found considerable hesitation on the part of another Magistrate in risking
the lives of armed plunderers from fear of the consequences, I think it would be well that the
principle on which a reward is set on the kead of any man should be clearly and generally

"explained.

5. Itislawful for any man to apprehend a proclaimed perpetrator of a heinous offence,:
and if such beinous offender, after conviction, escapes, it is lawful for any persou te apprehend
him, and if Le cannot effect his apprehension without: imminent danger to his own life, it is, I
imagine, at that person’s discretion to take the life of the proclaimed offender fleeing from justice
rather than that he should be allowed to escape. The reward is issucd for the apprehension
and if the Magistrate is satisfied this could not safely have been made without the killing of the
offender, he would pay the reward whether such proclaimed offender were brought in dead or

' -alive, and the slayer would be justified in his act.

6. I do not think Mr. Knox would be justified in proclaiming a reward for the head of the
escaped convict so as to induge the captors to kill him without immediate cause.

(Signed) J. ROHDE,
Inspector of Prisons.

T ——

From T. J. KNOX, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Masulipatam ; to-J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector-
of Prisons, dated 8th July 1857, No. 252.

SIR,

I have the honor to beg that you will obtain the sanction of Government, that I may pay a-
reward of any sum up to 1,000 Rupees to any person who captures-the escaped convict, Vamoola
Naucharigaudoo, about whom-I have written to you under date 4th June 1857.

2. My rcason for attaching very great.importance to this man’s apprehensiortis that since
his escape, one of the persons, a peon named Golla Ramoodoo, to whom Government, only a few
days ago, sanctioned a reward for apprehending this villain before, has, I believe, been murdered

- Dy this very man. - I am not yet able to say positively - that it is so, but I believe it, and every’

body in the country does, and it is well known he vowed vengeauce, and apparently the corpse
was sent to the Joint Magistrate to prove how he kept his word. This man’s notoriously bad
character and the very great fear there is of him among all classes, a part from his concern in the
peon’s death, justifies e, I think, in asking for a handsome feward, and one which would attract
notice in the Nizam'’s territories, wherc I would endeavour to circulate invitations for hisarrest.-
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3. Should there be strong suspicions that he murdered the peon, I shall have no hes1tatmn
in offering the reward for his head the easiest way of ridding the country of such a savage.

| '~ Aot A A /
(Signed) T. J. KNOX, f /ﬁb—é -'&j ‘:5 /Z/r‘*s rie s

Acting Magistrate.

e o | | 2. y %f 4
(Signed) J. ROHDE, - o | / e / 7

Inspector of Prisons. - 4

. . . . ‘:;.

No. 26. OrpER THEREON, No. 881; dated 25th July 1857.

R T v - - R
T T T g o e,

The Inspector of Prisonsand the Acting Magistrate of Masulipatam are informed that rewards . (
should be issued for the apprehension only of offenders. Government sanetion areward of Rupees :
1,000 being published for the apprehension of Vamoola 1 \Iaucharlgadoo, as recommended by Mr.
L.nox

(Signed)” E. MALTBY,
' Acting Chief Secretary.
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