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Read again letter from the Acting Magistrate of Masulipatam, dated 21st April, and recorded in
Diary to-Consultation 5th May 1857.

No. 33. Read also the following letter from T. J. KNOUX, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Masuli-
patam ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to. Government, Fort St. George,
dated 18th May 1857, No. 174. :

Sir,

In obedience to Extract of Minutes of Consultation, Judicial Departmeng, under date 4th
No.-511. May, I have the honor to report that the levy of fines oniespassing cattle,
which the Civil Court had partially recognized, was under the following circumstances.

2. D. Gungarauze, who after 20 years’ lifigation, obtained from the Collector half the
Agraharum of Ulloor, which the Collector had declared was the property of a Pagodah in a sum-
mary suit, moved the Civil Court for arrears of collections, &c., and on 30th September 1851,
the Civil Judge ordered among other arrears the collections of fines on trespassing cattle to he
* Enclosure 1. made over to D. Gungarauze,* an Extract from his Proceedings is annexed, and
with this order the Collector complied, without any remonstrance.

3. It is the custom for every Zemindar in this district to make this collection, and these
Vide memo. accompanied, fines were included by the Circuit Committee in their caleulations of
Enclosure, No. 2. assets, for they are entered as an item of revenue to the Zemindar, and
though it is difficult now to say positively, they were no more to be collected by the Zemindar,
especially as the Peshkush on each estate seems to have been fized on no defined rules, it is clear
the Collectors of those days did not consider them leviable en Government account, and for 50
years this collection has been made by each Zemindar on his own behalf, and though it would
be difficult to prove the legality of this levy by any written law, immemorial custom gives it
equal sanction,

(Signed) T. J. KNOX,
Acting Magistrate.

Extract from an Extract from the proceedings of the Civil Court of Masulipatam, dated 30th
September 1853, No. 149.
* * *
Amount of fines credited to Para: 14. It isshewn from the statement of Appellant, that the system
Vinnacotta and Goode- . ; = i r .
wadah Estates above the Of recovering the fines, and carrying them to the eredit of the Vinnacot-
Bilerneta Beriz, according 4 N sl RREAAR & s st ek . A
st ¥S01, tah and Goodewadah .Eatd.tt.s above the Bilerneta Beriz, fixed on this
Agraharum, has been in force both before and after the attachment of
1 D. Gungarauze. this Agraharum ; Respondent} argues that no sum whatever should be
leviable under any denomination beyond the fixed Bilernetah Shrotreyem.

* Collector. Appellant®* states, that it is usual to credit to the Vinnacottah and
Goodewadah Estates the fines recovered on account of loss occasioned by stray cattle. The Civil
Judge observes, that the practice is not known to be supported by any authentic document, and
while Respondent as Agraharumdar pays a fixed Bilerneta Beriz to the Circar and thereby
incurs this loss, he is the proper party who should obtain credit for any fines that may be recovered
on the same account. Respondent is accordingly entitled to this item, unless satisfactory expla-
nation is afforded to the contrary.
« * ®

(True Extract.)

ignzd) T. J. KNOX,

feting Collector.

Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 23rd June 1857. , ’ 4
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