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ed with the charges made against him by the Appellants, it being his intention either to apply
to Government for “ due enquiry on the subject” or to prosccute the parties in the Criminal
Court for * false accusation.” He at the same time characterizes the reception of the appeal
by the Magistrate, as implying on the part of Mr. Thomas * an implicit belief in the wilful and
deliberate fictions” therein contained, one of these being to the effect that the affair of the Bond
had been countenanced by the Joint Magistrate, out of his “ great friendship to Colonel
Hadfield.”

5. In this letter, the Government observe, Colonel Cameron's subordination to the Head of
the District is not disputed, but two days subsequently, the Joint Ma-

From the Jo.nt Magistrate i . . > . 1 1
955 Jasuary. gistrate in renewing his request for copies of the appeal and of the Ma-
gistrate’s decision thereon, demands to know ‘ by what authority it has
been given,” the appellate power in such cases being vested, he isled to believe, in the Sessions
Judge alone, and on the 2nd February, he makes a third application. Time, he observes, presses,
and heis desirous of bringing the * authors of these calumuies to justice” as speedily as possible.

6. The reply of the Magistrate was indited on the 18th Idem. After informing Colonel
Cameron that no decision has as yet been passed *“ in the case of the Milkmen,” he deprecates the
unnecessary violence of his tone and quotes para. 2 C. 0. of the Foujdaree Udalut, No. 207,
dated 8th August 1855, though the Joint Magistrate should have been acquainted with the
standing orders by which his and the Magistrate’s position are defined.

7. The above would appear not to have been the Magistrate’s first letter on the subject. It
is gathered from the next enclosure (Colonel Cameron’s letter of the 14th February) that Mr.
Thomas wrote a private note on the 11th, in reply to the remonstrances conveyed in which, the
Joint Magistrate informs Mr. Thomas that, as an Officer of the Army, he, (the Joint Magistrate)
would have been liable to a dismissal from the service with ignominy, had he failed to take
the steps he had adopted in regard to the slanders of the cowkeeper caste. He again demands
the names of the parties. Consequently on the protection accorded to them by the Magistrate
the ¢ lawless ruffians” have returned to their village, and *are celebrating their imaginary
“ triumph over all law and order,” such are the terms used with reference to the order of the

Magistrate, ** by renewed excesses of the most disgraceful nature.”

23ed Febraary. 8. In his next communication, which is a reply to the Magistrate’s letter of the
18th February, the Government gather that the deed executed by the herdsmen while under
confinement to Colonel Hadfield's servant, was  entered into to avoid the well merited punishment
they had incurred for a serious breach of the law” and they are much concerned to perceive
that a compromise of this nature, effected under such circumstances, elicits from the Joint Ma-
gistrate no disapproval whatever, but that on the contrary he appears to view it with favor. The
question of the operation of the C. O. quoted by the Magistrate he desires may be referred

to the Sessions Judge.

9. On the 24th February, Mr. Thomas having passed his decision, as above recorded
(para. 3), proceeds to communicate his views on the case to the Joint Magistrate, enclosing him

at the same time the original petition of the herdsmen for his perusal. The very temperate re-
marks of Mr. Thomas on the case, and the considerate nature of his conduct throughout are not
appreciated by Colonel Cameron ; who is of opinion that his decisions are not amenable to the
Magistrate’s criticism. He, however, claims the right to pronounce on those of Mr. Thomas, being
unable to refrain from ‘expressing surprise’ that so unintelligible a petition should have been re-
ceived at all. The enquiry, after all, he objects, has been far from * careful and full ;” the defi-
ciencies are then pointed out. They first struck Col. Hadfield, whom the Joint Magistrate con-
sulted on the papers, but the Joint Magistrate altogether concurs. A legal friend, he adds, has
suggested the measurcs which have been adopted in his correspondence with the Magistrate.

10. On the 3rd March, Mr. Thomas replies to Colonel Cameron’s letter of the 23rd Ultimo;
. tone of the Joint Magistrate’s last

and on the 16th April, with reference to the ohjcczimm‘.)k
11 be referred to

yuched in similar terms Wl

letter, he observes that any further communications et
3rd Idem, with the request that the

Government. To this the Joint Magistrate replies, on the 2

matter may be submitted to Government, as it stands.
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No. 9. Read the following letter from E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore ; to
H. FORBES, Esq., Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, Fort St. George,
dated Ootacamund, 28th May 1857, No. 25.

Six,

1. I am truly sorry to trouble Government with a reference * I have

: ﬁ;m;'i"i"" appended, o, Jeavoured to avoid, but which I donot see how 1 can any longer defer,

if ] am to maintain any necessary and just authority, and Colonel

Cameron is to continue Joint Magistrate ; it is also the Joint Magistrate's ‘‘ sincere wish”
(para. 2) of his letter of 23rd April No. 45, that it be referred.

2. I beg to forward copies of letters passed. I forbear to quote or dwell upon the Joint
Magistrate's tone and expressions, they are, I mustsubmit, altogether offensive, intemperate,
* Explanatory. and unfounded, as they were in Mr. Rohde’s case. The side notes® were those
made by me on the originals, when I filed them in my Office. It was my bounden duty to listen
to the very urgent personal Appeal Petition made to me, on the spot, regarding the occupancy of
land, by the Milkmen of Ootacamund ; a clear revenue question ; and in which I thought, on
enquiry, Colonel Cameron had erroneously mixed himself up with his decision as Joint Magistrate,
on the alleged assault, Idid not interfere, though I could not but think he had been greatly misled,

and had materially erred, in his view of the whole facts of the case, viz,

A:‘;:‘;‘B",’g:‘;:: ;‘;S‘n:ﬁ:n"t’l' in giving money to the peons and witnesses, and in allowing any com-
some of Colovel Hudfield’s promise to be entered into by the Milkmen, while still in confinement
;'Z;ﬂ::ws.“ A (by his order) in the Cutwall's Choultry, as well as by his referring my
letters and proceedings to Colonel Hadfield, and his own hasty assump-

tion and belief of facts, not yet before him, on mere hearsay.

3. On all points, I made, on the spot, full and careful enquiry, ere
: :’: miflh]"r;:m'f:‘;" T wrote to the Joint Magistrate. I have intimately known the place and
shewing that I went fully the parties, for many more years than Colonel Cameron, and have no
and courteously iuto the et . F e g b :
gty esitation in saying that his views of the parties and the facts, were
very much in error ; this I endeavoured to point out to him temperately
and courteously, and have now only to ask whether the tone and expressions used by the Joint
Magistrate are justifiable and proper, in any Subordinate Officer, and whether his distinct
repudiation®* of any subordination to me, coupled with vague threats
of some legal proceedings, and quotations of some high legal opinions,
is fitting for the Joint Magistrate to use, and for me to submit to; of the
character of the milkmen (the Petitioners to me), their rights and localities, I may be supposed
fairly to know better, on 25 years’ acquaintance, than CTolonel Cameron in one; of the facts as
judged by the record only, the Government, the Sudr, or the present Session Judge, could from
their own opinion, if Government think fit to call for them, they are on record in my office,
and only not sent, to avoid needlessly troubling Government with an accumulation of papers;
they show, the land occupied by the petitioners for 30 years, the assault a trifling one, the rewards
to peons and witnesses mistaken, and the character and conduct of the petitioners greatly mis-
judged and exaggerated, unintentionally no doubt, but most erroneously.

*See para. 3 of Colonel Came-
ron's letter.

4. I have been able to work cordially and satisfactorily with 5 of Colonel Cameron's
predecessors. 1 have always supported kim, as my Subordinate, to the utmost, on all occasions,
(as a reference to Mr. Rohde’s case will show), Colonel Cameron then clearly admitted his subor-
dination, and looked to me for support, which I accorded to him fully, as that correspondence
will shew. I have always avoided any interference with his due authority, have reversed nothing
he has ever done, though my own judgment has frequently differed from some of his proceedings,
but I beg it may be now settled by Government, how far the Joint Magistrate of Ootacamund
is subordinate or not to the Magistrate of this Province. I am not aware to what Colonel
Cameron refers, when he says the late Session Judge (Mr. Roupell) ratified his acts. I can find
no such record, and cannot believe thatany Session Judge, with the whole case before him,

could approve all the Joint Magistrate’s proceedings.
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5. 1 would take this opportunity of suggesting to G
it would not be better to relieve the Officer in Military ( n
My, Smoult's late work, page I\Iagisteﬁa] dUty’ a“d leave to him
??JI;EE;:“(‘!;X No. 7, where Cameron I believe complains that he is.

;ameron gives a o A
sketch of his * self assumed duty alone, he would, have ample time,
daties.” supposed to bein contemplation for all 1
Assistant, I could locate one of my Assistants, Covenanted or ¢
mund, and very easily provide for the few and simple local duties re
under my own frequent surveillance.

6. With an active Native Head of Police, and the Principa
established, the local duties are easy, they were done with great facili
ant, Mr. Morris, when here, in eddition to attending to the wan
party, that the duties of the Joint Magistrate cannot be very
their having been now in abeyance for 2 months, during Colonel
“Jocum tenens” Colonel Miller not being vested with any Magis
any Magisterial duty. A Resident Assistant, competent for both"
under the general supervision of the Collector and Magistrate of
better, I think, for every duty, than devolving them on a Mﬂw
(!uties, and occupied with his own proper ones as Commandi'né ' Offi
from 7 years' experience, on public grounds alone, The snpp‘li 1S
practicable facility to travellers; with all other reasonable antl‘fniz 7
have been now provided for, and a reference to the Police Records w 1d,
show crime, to be far less here, than Colonel Cameron allows himself .

(Signed) E. B.

g

—_————

A.
From Lieutenant Colonel G. PAULETT CAMERON: toE. B. T
. 3 . Do
trate of Coimbatore, dated Ootacamund, 27th January 1857,

SIR,

o i matter to Colanel C.'snotice, with the kind in 1. In a personal

1y O 3 g b3 _ 3 o S - -

had fallen incz?bllrgfe }ix:a;oc;::.fyu;:‘le‘oe"T I thought he of having with you on E
notice it officially, z ]

- you informed me that you

. : tion from certain Natives
broug;ht ‘befor? me in my capacity as Joint Magistrate of the CoimbI::m D
:x‘]olst awless vw.lence, which had likely to have led to very ser-ious conseqv .
e that I had unjustly confined them for a period of ten days in prison, till ]
gn an agreement, to quit some ground claimed b : wm&. |
- - » J C 1 i '
ship which subsisted between this gentleman, and)my:e;: ’?l P %3

; : .
. I pointed out to you at the time, the gross, and slanderous nature o

* 1 haveonly to deal with Cu- injurious to myself as an Officer # ‘ :
: ; : and a Gentleman,

lonel C. as Joint Magistrate.  the simple faets of the case, which you Woeutlldh,' }w 1
Ve Tow

* I made full at once l“dted, had you entered upon the sli g
' . ghtest® enquiry from

cognizant of the circumstance, an
: ce i .
was almost an entire stranger to me, o spivised Jou that

3. /ing si iv
Having since be.en given to understand, you have adopted meas S
! impl implici ief i : ey
Pl stgty itbiot s pecion, ply an implicit belief in the wilful, and deliberate f
:'T:xcedofo;o mesgy a whole Y brought forward, while leavine to Colonel Ha,d ﬁ el :
or 30 people.  what measures he may deem the ;mst ad ?m;)le {i
Justification, may I request i i
: %3 ou wil '
with a distinet account of the charges brought aﬂainsyt me anldd:’h me the favor of
Colonel C. here acknowledge the same, laid before \'ol:x as (.‘hief, \hgiste nam?t;:f y
W B ratc o Di

me. i
either appeul to ('}U\'(‘l’ll i |l
ment and SOll(‘it the wi 0 \
¥ 1 l'del' a

' the subject, and to enable me to submit the case to th
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e Criminal Court of Coimbatore, under the
clause of * false accusation before the Police, Section II of Regulation IX of 1832" one of these
proceedings being rendered imperatively necessary for my vindication both as a public function-

ary and a private gentleman.
(Signed) G. P. CAMERON,

Joint Magistrate of Coimbatore.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) E. B. THOMAS.
Magistrate.

B.

From Licutenant Colonel G. P. CAMERON, c. B., k. ¢, T. & 5., Joint Magistrate, Ootacamund ;
to E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore, dated 29th January 1837,

Siz,
In farther reference of my letter to you of the 26th Instant, I have the honor to solieit,
charges made against

you will do me the favor of transmitting me a copy of your decision on the
me therein alluded to, at the same time be good enmough to inform me, by what authority
it has been given, as I am not cognizantt of

4 The Joint Magiatrate here clearly repudiates the Magistrate- .no [aw, or Regulation, either English or
4 None was set aside. Indian, that empowers one Magistrate to

interfere, with, or set aside} the Judgment of
ing solely with the Session Judge of the District,
in whom alone is vested the appellate power,*
* Yes, but the Magiatrate bas  general o under such circumstances.

(Signed) G. P. CAMERON,
Joint Magistrate.

another. Such authority I amled to believe res

(True Copy.)
(Signed) E. B. THOMAS,

Magistrate.

e C

From Lieutenant Colonel G. P. CAMERON, c. B., K. C. T. & s., Joint Magistrate, Ootacamund ;
to E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore, dated 2nd February 1837.

Six,
Not haying received any reply to my t
would do me the honor of furnishing me

wo previous communications, in which I solicited you
with the names of the parties, who had cast such in-
famous® slanders both upon my public, and private character, and a

¢ T:u%"" Petition has o5y of your decision upon the same. May I again earnestly request
or of affording me this information as early as

you will do me the fav
possible, since steps cannot be too speedily taken to bring the authors of these calumnies to

~»

justice.
2, 1 have been induced to forward you this pressing application, from the cireumstance,
* Who, not said. that one of the principal® evidence in the case, who witnessed every thing that
and from Mr.

passed, is anxious to leave this for a time on urgent and pressing affairs ; '
+ Had sothing to do withit. Wilkins, { who was Acting Sudder Ameen when the business occurrvd,‘
and was cognizant of the whole affair, being obliged to repair to Madras about the middle of

the month, for the purpose of resuming his duties in the Supreme Court.
(Signed) G. PAULETT CAMERON,

Joint Magistrate.

(True Copy-)
(Signed) E. B. THOMAS,

Mugistrate.




s

et Goorge, Judicial Consultation, 168

D.

From E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore ; to Colon
c. B., K. C. T. and s., Joint Magistrate of Ootacamund, dated ¢

1857, No, 47.
SIr,

1. With reference to your letter of the 29t}1 Ultimo, without nur “
« decision” you refer to? (as I have passed none in the case of the “Cand:ﬂ
the latter part of your letter in which you “beg I will be so good as to Infor
thority I interfere with any judgment of your's, &c.” 1 begto refﬂ_ you
Foujdaree Udalut, No. 207, dated 8th August 1855. "'I, : .

. 1 think you are in error in your letters of 27th January and 14¢th : Lo i
ing your position as Joint Magistrate, with your Military duties, the appeal {
men to me, (and which I am bound to hear,) can never warrant or call for
matter so strongly as you have done, as a case deeply affecting your charace
a Gentleman,” and that, before any thing official had reached you, even as
were bound to wait till it came before you officially and regularly, and ne
you have done, on hearsay and supposition ; had I given the order you Suppos
not,) you should have still, both in courtesy and common deference to me, U‘ W
dignity, have waited, I think, for some official information from me, ere you
done. , v i
3. 1 shall be happy to send you copy of the original Petition,
letters, so soon as I have completed my investigation into the matter.

(Signed) E. B. TH

(True Copy.)
(Signed) E. B. TE

e et

E.

From Lieutenant Colonel G. P. CAMERON, c. B, k. ¢. T. & s., Joint Ma

THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore, dated Ootacamund, 14th F\ :
No. 26. L

§
SIR, B

AN
-

‘ 1. 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication nf L
in answer.to my own of the 27th and 29th Ultimo, and 2ud of the present monf W

2. Inreply, I have to express my concern and regret, that you should ¢
and slanderous accusation, openly made to you, most seriously affecting my
Office i 3
d Col.lC. e com;, :1 I;a;::; Gentle;n;n, should be a subject of private.
stantly solivited and used ion, and that you were compelled to !egm&
such, to facilitate publi & ' . .
g acilitate public taken up the case before anyt publie correspondence
t Such was the case, had yet reached me; you may not be aware, that a
i Nothingto do with Jont had I not acted as I did, and tak : .
Magistrate. S ; en measures to prove
the accusation, I rendered myself liable to be tried 'byv'l
and dismissed the Army withi iny, i R
; . y with ignominy, in the event of
reaching the ears of the Commander-in-Chief, unless it was pr;ved that th et
were too gross, and absurd to be noticed. -

{3. In regard to your supposition, that our conference alone has been the -
dressing you officially, I beg to inform you, that youare in error My pubﬁ g
: . 4 ¢ o

gt e
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SN RIS R et e e e -

whom they related, had returned to the land they formerly occupied,
declaring that they did so by your express orders and permission, and
| were celebrating their imaginary triumph over all law, and order, by re-
we  newed excesses of the most disgraceful nature, which at length terminated
in the ringleaders of the former riot, being again arrested and committed
for trial before the Sudder Ameen ; since situated as 1 am at present regarding them, I felt that
Why so ? any punishment [ might award them, would be attributed to vindictive feeling alone.

4. In reference to your observation that you do not see the necessity of Mr. Wilkins’ and

Col. Hadfield's names being brought forward in the case, 1 beg to mention that these gentlemen
are more than any other persons cognizant of the whole affair, the former being the Acting Sudr
Ameen here at the time. )

5. In conclusion, whether you may deem it necessary, or otherwise to call for an explana-
tion of my proceedings in the case, 1 cannot think you will question my right to demand the
« Petitionerstome.  names of the slanderers® who have sought to do me so much injury, and the
specific nature of their accusations. I have therefore again earnestly to solicit you will afford me
this information, leaving to myself the reservation of what measures | may deem requisite in
bringing the parties to justice. ' r

(Signed) G. P. CAMERON,

Joint Magistrate.
(True Copy-)
(Signed) E. B. THOMAS,
Magistrate.
F

From E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore; to Colonel G. P. CAMERON,
C. B., K. C. T. and s.,Joins Magistrate of Ootacamund, dated Coimbatore, 24th February

lw, ND: 55-
Sin,
With reference to your several letters on the milk men of “ Can-
Dated 27th Juny. 1857 gul,” who lately petitioned me, and into whose case I have gone with

29th -
oud Feby. .,

L much eare, I now deem it my duty, having ‘considered all the evidence

taken by you, and more by myself, to record the following observations.

2, I must first observe, that I think the fone towards me, of your letters of 27th and 29th
January, far from right, or warranted ; the more so, since I have always supported you officially
in every possible way ; and the personal way in which you'have allowed yourself to view and
treat a simple Petition to me, (rather a Revenue than a Police one,) and that before you had any
ground but private information to go upon, is neither judicious nor warmnted, to say the least.

23

3. 'The facts of this case as ascertained by me on loeal and personal enquiry, then, and
since by further evidence, appear to be these, the cattle of the Petitioners trespassed on Colonel
Hadfield’s property ; his gardeners and servants, armed with sticks and hoes, drove them off, and

. attacked the owners, the Petitioners (milk men ;) these resisted the ag-

¥ :‘rﬁ‘l’:‘ s much to their  oragsion, and seized the sticks, but had none themselves, nor didt they
use what had been brought against them. Colonel Hadfield joined his

servants, and one of the cow-keepers fell down before his horse, another (it is said) seized his
bridle; this is the whole case against them, so far as I can diseover from careful and full enquiry ;
one old Duffadar, and one Peon, were the only Police present, checking the disturbance without
any further aid; the old Duffadar was pushed, and hustled, as was likely in the midst of such a
fracas : but in #o way injured ; the peon received one slap on the cheek, which caused (his own
statement) a slight swelling ; nota blow besides is proved, nor was a stick used, and three of the
whole body of cow-keepers, (+ lawless ruffians” as 1 think you very unfoundedly style them,)
quietly submitted to be marched off, unfettered, to the Choultry, by fwo peons ; no rescue or

were forwarded to you on learning, that the lawless gang of ruffians to
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oppesition being attempted ; 5 more were seize(.i next d‘y, on

field’s maistry ; the whole 8, were kept 11 days In confinement
[ith day, a stamped document, ready written, is brought to
of Colonel Hadfield's. Buragoundens," the Petitioners aré W |
being sent to Coimbatore ; they then signed, while thus in durance; 81t
lmm;es and locality of 30 years occupation. The above are, L bel ri ]

facts of the case.
4. 1 think that no Court could recognize Of uphold a
such circumstances ; the Petitioners’ cattle, no doubt, occas
and if just, heavily fined; beyond this, there appears to It
Hadfield's) were the aggressors; the milk men defended them

rto just or sufficient reason for their vacating their land, besides P
5 A
v

5. Such a document as that alluded to, should never & ve be
a juncture, or in such a place; as Joint Magistrate, of course, yo
I think you should certainly have noticed, and disallowed ity
(as I have now done) for permitting such a transaction in his

6. Why you gave the Duffadar 15, the Peon 10 Rupee
7 each, out of the Police fine, I cannot discover ; meither he D
scratch, nor performed any more than ordinary duty; to M ‘
except on urgent and due occasions, of very meritorious ser )
Regulation you quote, only allows such to complainants, not
injudicious and uncalled for reward, which 1 will not however
your hands; with your decision, and award of fines, in the
Jeave the milkmen to appeal to the Court if they choose ;
of opinion you have been misled into magnifying an ordinary

7. The occupation of the land is a Revenue matter ;
case ; if 80 years' undisturbed possession, gave the milkmen n
it does, their ousting, should - s¢ill have been the snbjectof
result of a signature taken from them while still in confi
who had no business there whatever. ¥

o
i |

8. The use of such strong terms as you use in your let!

should be avoided. I have no case against £
on my Police Records; I question if you have any on your's,
tion.) 1 have known these milkmen (and been several times
about this very land,) formany yearslonger than yourself ; 2 i
and lately, lead me to believe, that they are by no means
suppose, nor more quarrelsome than any other class of men at |
they are an useful and industrious set, qhieter and better b o
General Cleveland's limits, under similar circumstances‘,'a}f
under the original permission of Mr. Sullivan ;) to these men
men, General (leveland offered 400 Rupees WO
and are there still. . + "Ompfma!m,_, ) ;

X 4

Lawless raffians &c.

9. The case which has occurred since, and which 'yé
most disgraceful nature,” is a simple caste quarrel, (among the
so treated, and fined by the Principal Sudder Ameen 3 fﬁd
former case. When the men first appealed to me abou:; their
had moved, and being aware from former enquiries that ‘
said to them verbally, *“ I think you may remain, till uhﬂ’_
order ;" it was a mere private opinion, replying :5 ﬂm@:
where they met me, on horseback ; now, since I have seen L
have given them an endorsement to the same effect, as I d
it in Court if they think fit. It is my duty as Colle’ctorf ‘
Jegally and judicially ousted by some Court's decree. 4
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10. I have gone at length into the matters, to satisfy yourself, and Colonel Hadfield, as I
think that both he and you have been greatly misled, as to the real merits of the case, and the
* Lately, and long ago, character of the men. 1 have known them for 7 years,* you for one. I have
no doubt that both you and that gentleman wish to do them no injustice, but T am confident
that a fuller and more patient enquiry, would have given you a very different view ; and I must
regret that such was not taken by yourself ; and that an appeal, which any Petitioner ought to be
perfectly free to make, and I to listen to, has been too sensitively construed by you into a mat-
ter of personal offence.

11. I now send you the original Petition to me, of the milkmen; (which you and Colonel
Hadfield have rather urgently demanded,) though I do not think that either he or you
can properly found any thing upon it. I also beg the favour of your showing the original
«Dated 14th and 15th Inst. letters® of Surveyors MeMahan and Williams to Colonel Hadfield and
on the landonly. Col.C.sent yeturning all these papers to me at your early convenience.

all papers to Col H.
(Signed) E. B. THOMAS,
Maygistrate.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) E. B. THOMAS,
Magistrate.

G.

From Licutenant Colonel G. P. CAMERON, c. 5., x. c. 7. and 5., Joint Magistrate, Oota-
camund ; to E, B. THOMAS, Esq., Collector and Magistrate, Coimbatore, dated 5th

March 1857, No. 33.

Sig,

1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, No. 55, 24th
* Name of their locality. February 1857, with its enclosures, relative to the * Candul,”® milkmen,
the whole of which, including your letter to myself, I lost no time in transmitting to Colonel
Hadfield, who having now returned the same, I beg leave to re-transmit the documents to you
as you requested.

. 9. In reference to the Petition enclosed,
4 Colonel Cameron should not write on mere belief. and which I wasled to believe,{ contained such
grave aspersions upon myself, 1 find it is so utterly unintelligible that destitute as itisof a
+ Tt was duly anthenticated, before me, though the parties  single] signature to support what accusation it
b RS was intended to convey, 1 can only express my
| 1t was properly and necessarily received and this remark Surprize, - that any such document ever was
of the Joint Magistrate is not proper ot warranted. received]| as a ground of erimination against any
one, feeling assured that no judicial authority would ever have entertained it for a moment,
while deeming it unworthy of notice, as far as I am personally concerned. I have to mention,
that I reserve to myself the right of making what use of it I think proper, in the event of Colo-
nel Hadfield's legal proceedings rendering such a measure necessary.

3. In regard to the “ careful and full enquiry,” you state that you have made, I must beg
leave to dissent from the justice of such a term. A careful, and full enquiry would imply an
§ Mine was so, the Joint Mugistrate is not justified in saying impartial § one, and hearing both sides of a

R question; whether this has been done on the

present occasion,” will be best found in Colonel Hadfield's assertion, that neither himself,
« Colonel H. was the aceuser. the principal and important witness* inthe affair,
I had all their s'atements before me, and Celonel Hadfield’s  or any of his servants who were so maltreated,

statements before the Joint M agistrate. 4 . . K
have had a single application from you upon the

subject, while in reference to the testimony, the Duffadar has now given, I beg to mention, that I
have recently learned, that the Sudr Ameen in the late trial of the milkmen passed some
severet strictures upon the prevarication some
and I havereason{

+ None sach ure on the Record.

+ This is 8l very vague, Colonel Cameron believed the same  parts of his cvidencedispla}'ed,
Duffadur, before himself: to believe the consequences to him might have
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been more serious, had some further information been brought

only transpired when the trial had closed.

4. In ref

a. the Joint Magistrate is mistaken. 1 have 'fuiAl I[‘mwelrltz
offer them, under the C. O. quoted, or WY 15 A€ calle s s L
% Joint Magistrate.” 1 do oot touch his decision. upon the in 5

city as Joint
T beg to observe that such belong to the

you have arrived at, . i
alone (a,) and 1 must decline to recognize your right (a,) to offer t

you are authorized to do so. The sentence I passed upon the Oecs
firmed by him, to whom alone 1am accountable, and hadh )i
b. an improper and anvarranted remark, you have a’ﬂ‘iﬁ -
interested side of the question, I must express my belief, that a tlen
and standing, would at once have reversed the decision I had given. .'l-!\
by me upon the spot, at the very time of its occurrence, and I must 1
ferring the swornt de]
t+ Colonel C, did not witness the occurrence. evidence of my own
to fabricated statements concocted four months afterwards, by one side al
you without any chance
opposite party, at a dist
from the scene of action.
5. In regard to the time, the milkmen have been settled upon Colone
I have repeatedly impressed upon that gentleman and yourself, th
which I have nothing to do, as you, however, so repeatedly advert to the .
mention my belief it will sound strange in an English Court of justice, ths
4 Colonel Cameron chooses to call them so, they are quiet less men,t are forcik :
:}l;l:lmotl;d;:y so far as I can learn, and have long known the quitorent for hi m
penalties is exacted from ano
d. not exacted, the * other,” choose, o pay, to strengthen s 10 the term 1 have applie
= simply to observe that 1 be
only personi in exist

t My enquiry is also sworn,

I made enquiry on the spot also, the evidence was on oath,
and from all parties (but Colonel Hadfield) personally.

3 Mere vague writing.

€ By whom? unmerited, and that it has
o ? in reference to them by ge

Service, || whose experience of thei
has been far more extensivet
6. In conclusion, I have to observe in regard to your observation, that 1 }
the course you have pursued into a matter of personal offence, that ﬂm-‘
adopted are those suggested by a legal friend, as only right and jus;: towards 1 ‘
tively necessary with the contingency of the affair between Colonel Hadfield
brought into Her Majesty’s Supreme Court, or before some other judicial trily

(Signed) G. P. CAMI
Joint

+ 1 have knowa them for nearly 30 years.

(True Copy.) i
(Signed) .E. B. THOM

] H.
From Lieutenant Colonel G. P. CAMERON, c. 5., k. c. 1. and ol e
y La By A, CL T S. ,“‘,‘H
mund ; to E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Maoi B b
1857, No. 29. A Theitrate of Camie s
SIrR,
With reference to your letter, No. 47, 18th February 1857, I have th
» 1 have the h

that the decision I alluded to, was in the case of the Candul milkm
milkmen,

ed that you had given them your authority, who not

and permission to return to

A Tl T
] “iy | Py
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‘Tr:ml‘:'! document, lands, which they had vacated in conformity with an engagement®
AR ey they had entered into to this effect, to avoid the well merited punish-
pihesh.y compromiser 04 yopet they had incurred for a serious breach of the law, but cele-
+ Nowhere detailed or proved. brated the event by scenes of lawlessnesst and ouatrage, for which
44 mistake, Po such charge some§ of them are now on trial before the Sudder Ameen. In acting
pood tried, it wus & distinet ypon the impression that they had grounds for their assertion, I was in-
i fluenced by the belief, participated in I have reason to think by every
vz'“mmm inhahabitant of Ootacamund, both European and Native, that lawless as
Iy these people are, and notwithstanding their habitual gross falsehood,
“&;’l‘; :m ;eo‘:::; they never would have had the barefaced effrontery to mgarke use of your
e &‘;“;:}: Tespectay name as they did, and you yourself within ten miles of the spot, without
have beonso for 30 years.  some foundation for the course they had pursued.

2. In regard to the Circular Order Foujdaree Udalut, No. 207, dated 8th August 1855,
to which you have referred me, I should feel obliged by your making a reference to the Session
Judge, Mr. Roupell, upon the subject for my future guidance, as taking both paragraphs into
consideration, I am under the impression that the controul on the part of the Magistrate therein

alluded to, in para. 2, has no reference to judicial decisions, but solely
~ m B I'::d.w‘ to preventing subordinate funetionaries from sbusing® the authority
reposed in them.

3. Relative to the course I have pursued in vindicating myself from the gross calumnies
and slanderous falsehoods which have been preferred to you against me, I must take the liberty
to observe, while disclaiming the remotest intention of being guilty in any way of the slightest
discourtesy towards yourself, that in whatever concerns my own character and reputation, as well
as dignity, I must assert my right to be the fittest Judge. "

: (Signed) G. P. CAMERON,
Joint Magistrate.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) E. B. THOMAS,
Magistrate.

I.

From E. B. THOMAS, Esq. Magistrate of Coimbatore ; to Lieutenant Colonel G. P.
CAMERON, c. B., K. . T. &. 5., Joint Magistrate of OQotacamund, dated 3rd March

1857, No. 59.

Sig,
1. In acknowledging your Jetter of the 23rd Ultimo, No. 29, I beg to refer you to mine
of the 24th Idem, No. 55.

3. After hearing your own explanation, I can only again repeat my opinion, that your own
« jmpression,” on the hearsay and alleged “‘assertions of the milkmen,” was an entirely irregu-
lar, and insufficient ground, on which to write to me in the strong terms you have now repeated-
ly done, in this case ; your suppositions and information, being entirely erroneous.

3. T cannot but also deprecate the unmeasured and ungrounded observations you allow
yoursélf to indulge in, when asserting, repeatedly, that the Petitioners scelebrated their return
(to their own houses,) by scenes of lawlessness and outrage,” none such being proveable, and the
only case you adduce, being one totally distinct and disconnected with the case and land in question.

4. Of a similar unguarded and ungrounded tenor, is your statement, that ““your impression
was participated in by every inhabitant of Ootacamund both European and Native,” the in-
dulgence in such unqualified language, compels me to demur to it; and while I recognize your
zeal and good intentions, in the discharge of your duty as Joint Magistrate, I would alse earnest-
ly recommend more cautious and fuller enquiry, before committing yourself to the very strong
language and opinions you allow yourself to use.

5. 1 offer the above remarks in reference especially to the close of the 2nd para. of your

5.
letter under reply, and while I have no wish to infer “abuse of authority,” or to interfere with

-
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wish that they may be made, so
y may , 5o that the whole ¢i Y
Ircumstan
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your decision, 1 am compelled to cou

cases. i

From E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Magist ate
c. B., K. ¢, T. & s., Joint Magistr
SIR,

After mature consideration as to whe
5th Ultimo, 1 deem it my duty, on re=g
and style apart from the merits of the g
certainly have sent it on to Government, i
personal matter. ‘

) - - . - . = g .
2. I have neither time nor mclmohﬂl:“ 0

C‘O.lsl(.u your conclusions as much in error, &

that any other communication couched in
; : ’

at once brought to the notice of Gove

Ootacamund,” you are undoubtedly in many

had better refer yourself to Government on th

From Lieutenant Colonel G. P. CAMERON
I'HOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of Coim , 0
SIR,

1. Your communication of the 18th Instant, M

consideration you 1 S |
pé ’ ) 1ave ﬁddl‘E‘S Ed i Wi inks
258 me, In answer to
1] }A

and though I am at the present mom uffering { ]
advisable to lose no time i o .
ose no time in replying to you. “

In answer to the first para. it contains, I hay

: ‘ : 1) A

SR T 58 also in the Service being

{ n
was going, and that was one prevented taki =
reas-n of my not referring, o lng the ¥

hulrlﬂuw.beliuvin:xhat he SRy regarding Whath“
will ow stay, and may entire correspond nnec ;
urther dispute my authori- DOnGeRORES

ty, I refer. of a Court of Justice, (to
be submitted) ’rmm'

T i to determine wil

most in accordance with law, impartiality, and j : ¢

) us w”'

I think 1 have more right intercourse, whi

: . ght ch throughout

to complain, than Colonel ~withheld in regard to m ghl? i
=) ysell.

Cameron. h
- mgness to trouble Governm
Q 1 1 1 L 0
from its being one, in which I am so nearly p * na.l]ens
ersonally -

my readiness to meet an i
A Y accusation you <
1 yourself may
v

s pfagistrate’s authority,
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3. In regard to para: 2 of your communication, and my assumed subordination to yourself
in the exercise of my Judicial and Magisterial functions, as such an assumption is not only oppos-
ed to a legal opinion forwarded to me upon the subject, but to those of some of the most eminent
Who? judicial authorities of the Civil Service, I must repeat that I decline
A plain repudiation of the ¢, recomnizeits validity, leaving you at liberty to refer the point to Go-
vernment yourself, should you think proper.

(Signed) G. P. CAMERON,
Joint Magisirale.

(True Copy.)
(Signed) E.B. THOMAS,

Magisirate.

Endorsement on the Petition of ** Kandul” Millkmen.

1. Petitioners, Milkmen of Candul, (Ootacamund) complain that they have been illegally and
unfairly constrained, while under confinement in the Cutwall's Choultry, to sign a document
(prepared and brought to them, by Boragounden, Colonel Hadfield's Maistry), agreeing, under fear
of threatened penalties, to vacate their houses and locality, oceupied and used by them, under

due authority, for more than 30 years.
2. Onfull and careful enquiry, on the spot and otherwise, coupled with some previous
knowledge of the facts, it appears clear the milkmen were invited to the Hills, more than 30
years back, by Mr. Sullivan, then Collector ; and advance given them, and the site now in dis-
pute, allotted to them distinetly, by Colonel Crewe, then in command of the Hiils, and having
at that time power also over the land and all other arrangements. One Mr. Clarke, an African .
Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Prager, and others, have tried, on several occasions, to oust them, by law:
suits, and by foree; but always failed. Petitioners haye some Court decisions on their side. Colone]
Hall, and Colonel Babington, both seem to have been to the spot officially, and recognized and
defined the site of their locality. When Mr. Prager, and Colonel Hadfield, bought the locality,
they bought it with the old huts, and milkmen then existing on it, with their claims and liabili-
ties. If they (the milkmen) are to be ousted, it should clearly be on a Civil Suit, trying the case
fairly on its merits, and issuing such order and process as the Court may deem fit ; considering the
Petitioners’ long and undisturbed occupancy under due authority, their prescriptive rights, and
documents and evidence on their side. The document to which their signature was taken, while
in durance and not free agents, seems illegal and unfair, and the Petitioners are entitled to remain
where they have long resided, till ousted regularly and judicially by a process of some Civil

Court ; the Principal Sudr Ameen’s, or any . other.
As regards the assault and Police cases (fines &¢.) Petitioners can appeal to the Session Judge.
Coimbatore, (Signed) E. B. THOMAS,
19th February 1857.} Collector.
(True Copy-)
(Signed) E. B. THOMAS,

Collector.

APPENDIX A.

The facts of the case are shortly these ; some of the cattle of the Defendants, (who live on
the confines of Colonel Hadfield's property,) trespassed on his grounds; his servants drove them,
(Defendants allege with great violence,) off the land ; and endeavoured to capture them ; they
came to the reseue of their cattle, a quarrel and scuffle ensued, but nothing beyond an ordinary
one. One Peon had one slap on the face, no wound of any sort or kind on either side, the sticks
were all brought by Colonel Hadfield's servants, (afterwards made witnesses,) none by the milk-
men. Colonel Hadfield came himself, to aid his seryants; one of the milkmen (they say in depreca-
,) held his bridle, and prostrated himself before his horse ; 3 of the defendants
were then seized, and others afterwards, confined 11 days in the Cutwall's Choultry, fined heavily
for the alleged assault, (it being really a cattle-trespass only, and mutual scuffle in which the
milkmen suffered most,) and some of the fine awarded to the 2 peons, and to Colonel Hadfield's
servants (improperly 1 think) classed as witnesses. I was thenat Ootacamund, on 1 month’s leave,
but still doing out-door duty, as regarded inspection of lands, &c., on the hills. On my return

tion, not violence

R
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