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No. 47. Read the following letter from W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting
to E. MALTBY, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Judicﬂ
dated Calicut, 26th May 1857, No. 73. :

SIR,

I have the honor to request the instructions of Go'enm a w& Ppre
pursued in event of any British Magistrate being called upon by
vessels to take cognizance of offences committed on high seas and under

2. An instance occurred recently at Cochin, in which the
« L2 Panther” called on the Joint Magistrate, to take charge of three )
two being Europeans and one man of color, who he alleged had ec
him at sea. Mr. Cullin considered that he had no iﬂﬂ'ﬂdlwonm the ma
pending a reference by the Captain to the nearest French funetionary ﬂ.
men shelter in the Jail, not however holding them as Prisoners.” The me M. m
prison at the expense of the ship. In reply to the reference made hﬂlﬂh C
directed the-Captain to place the men in the hands of the British Ax
at the same time indicating the proper mode of dxsposmg of them. Mr
them longer, and sent them to the Captain who refused to receive ﬂ;@
set at liberty in Cochin. The ship has since sailed, and the men are at this
begging their way across country to Madras, or Pondidierry somewhere

and those places.

3. The matter occurred a month ago, but Mr. Cullin having made maﬁm&'
only learnt of it from an appeal against Mr. Cullin's scruples written by the Governor of Mal
to whom the Captain of  Le Panther” had reported the release of the men, and it was then too
late to interfere. Both partws had left Cochin. - No legal process verbal against the men has

been left, and I do not conceive that I have power now to call on a Magistrate to mﬁfhﬂ {5 :

in the absence of a Prosecutor. 3

4. Mr. Cullin did not apparently attach much importance to the charge of mlnpinq and
considered that as the Captain shipped nine fresh Lascars at Cochin, he might have put the men

when sent to him in irons and taken them to Reunion whither he was about to sail. e
5. This might be true with regard to this special instance, but it is obviously desirable to -
have a definite course laid down as that to be pursued in future, in similar cases. At a port

frequented as is that of Cochin by vessels of different nations, such cases are likely to recur from
time to time.

(Signed) W. Roi;msorr,
dcting Magistrate,

No. 48. OrDER THEREON, No. 673; dated 9th June 1857.
Referred for the opinion of the Honorable Company's Solicitor.

(Signed) E. MALTBY,
dcting Chicf Secretary.
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folded or roughly handied

Not to be
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