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Fort St. George,

Read the following Papers.
. 27. From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar; to T. PYCROFT,

ol
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, dated Badagherry, 25th

March 1857, No. 47.

Magisterial
Dept.

Sir,

In continuation of my letter under date the 12th March 1857, I venture to trouble vou
with the accompanying translates of Depositions taken from the individuals wounded by ‘the
Cochin Preventive Establishment, as I am sure that exasperated as the officials of that Circar
are in consequence of the extensive smuggling in evasion of the tobacco and pepper monopolies,
the notice of Government alone will check their reckless disregard of human life. We do not
probably hear of one half of the cases which really occur.

2. The Travancore Circar servants appear to be more considerate of life and limb in the
maintenance of thesemonopolies, No cases of gun-shot wounds are reported either from Tanga-

sherry or Anjengo.
(Signed) W, ROBINSON,
Adceting Magistrate.

The Deposition of Tharriadoo, son of Toorien of Vaythala Moory, Nettoor Prowerthy, in the
Territory of the Rajah of Cochin, aged 22 years, a dealer in Coir, language Malayalim,
taken before Mr. Green, Fiscal of Cochin, at the Government Dispensary at Cochin,

’ at 6 o’clock . M., on the 8th March 1857.

I and my brother Pylee hired a boat from Madatiparambil Bucky at 1 Putten, and were
bringing in it 50 Puttens worth of Coir to Cochin to be sold. At about 11 o'clock A. M., we
came to the Western Coast of Benthoorthy when the people in the Cochin Circar's preventive
hoat fired at a boat, containing pepper. A shot struck me above the left eye and rendered me
insensible. I am not aware how I came here. I was sitting at the bow of the boat and my bro-
ther at the helm. A boat with pepper came up at the time, and the shot fired at the said boat
struck me. I am not sure if T will recover from the injury I have received. This is all I have
to state.

I have heard this deposition read and it is correct.

Mark of Thariadoo.

(Memo. by the Fiscal. The deponent has a wound, apparently caused by a bullet over
the left eye just clow the eyebrow, about a quarter of an inch in circumference, and two inches
in depth. The deponent cannot open the eye and there is much effusion of blood )

Witnesses. (Signed) FRED. GREEN,
Ramalingum, Court Peon. Fiscal.
Rangasawmy, Police Peon.

(True translation.)
(Signed) E. CULLIN,
Joint Magistrate.

.
- The Deposition of Barido,-labourer, aged 27 years, residing at Calvetty in British Cochin.
About a month ago, I and some other people from Calvetty were conveying tobacco in three
boats from the town of Cochin to the Travancore territory. There were fourteen men in the
boat in which I was. When we came opposite a small Island called Benthoorthy in the Cochin
h's country, we were met by the Cochin Circar's Police in five boats. It was then about
The Circar’s Police called out to us, to stop, but as we proceeded on, they

10 o’clock at night.
fired at us, and wounded about 15 of our party. One of them died the third day at the Go-
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Read the following Papers.
From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar; to T. PYCROFT,

Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, dated Badagherry, 25th

X

March 1857, No. 47.
Magisterial
Dept.

Sir,

In continuation of my letter under date the 12th March 1857, I venture to trouble you
with the accompanying translates of Depositions taken from the individuals wounded by the
(Cochin Preventive Establishment, as I am sure that exasperated as the officials of that Circar
are in consequence of the extensive smuggling in evasion of the tobacco and pepper monopolies,
the notice of Government alone will check their reckless disregard of human life. 'We do not
probably hear of one half of the cases which really occur.

@. The Travancore Circar servants appear to be more considerate of life and limb in the
maintenance of thesemonopolies. No cases of gun-shot wounds are reported either from Tanga-
sherry or Anjengo.

(Signed) W. ROBINSON,
Acting Magistrate.

The Deposition of Tharriadoo, son of Toorien of Vaythala Moory, Nettoor Prowerthy, in the
Territory of the Rajah of Cochin, aged 22 years, a dealer in Coir, language Malayalim,
taken before Mr. Green, Fiscal of Cochin, at the Government Dispensary at Cochin,

/ at 6 o'clock p. M., on the 8th March 1857.

I and my brother Pylee hired a boat from Madatiparambil Bucky at 1 Putten, and were
bringing in it 50 Puttens worth of Coir to Cochin to be sold. At about 11 o'clock A. M., we
came to the Western Coast of Benthoorthy when the people in the Cochin Circar's preventive
boat fired at a boat, containing pepper. A shot struck me above the left eye and rendered me
insensible. I am not aware how I came here. I was sitting at the bow of the boat and my bro-
ther at the helm. A boat with pepper came up at the time, and the shot fired at the said boat
struck me, I am not sure if I will recover from the injury I have received. This is all T have
to state.

I have heard this deposition read and itis correct.

Mark of Thariadoo.

(Memo. by the Fiscal. The deponent has a wound, apparently caused by a bullet over
the left eye just elow the eyebrow, about a quarter of an inch in circumference, and two inches
in depth. The deponent cannot open the eye and there is much effusion of blood.)

Witnesses. (Signed) FRED. GREEN,
Ramalingum, Court Peon. Fiscal.
Rangasawmy, Police Peon.

(True translation.)
(Signed) E. CULLIN/,
Joint Magistrate.

.
- The Deposition of Barido,-labourer, aged 27 years, residing at Calvetty in British Cochin.

About a month ago, I and some other people from Calvetty were conveying tobacco in three
boats from the town of Cochin to the Travancore territory. There were fourteen men in the
boat in which I was. When we came opposite a small Island called Benthoorthy in the Cochin
Rajah's country, we were met by the Cochin Circar’s Police in five boats. It was then about
10 o’clock at night. The Circar’s Police called out to us, to stop, but as we proceeded on, they
fired at us, and wounded about 15 of our party. One of them died the third day at the Go-
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vernment Dispensary

at Cochin of the injuri -
and shoulder, and ¢ mnjuries he received. Some shots struck me on the

wo b :
ullets grazed my back, We all left the boats and swam ashore-
The mark of Barido.

neck

Taken before me at Cochin, this 19¢h day of March 1857

(Signed) E. CULLIN,

Joint Magistrate.
(True Copy.) b

(Signed) E. CULLIN,
Joint Maygistrate.

The Deposition of Dev
evastee, labourer, aged 22 years, residing at Calvetty in British Cochin.

About a month 2
of Cochin to the Tra:fr(\);olrew:‘ s Ao tobacco in a boat, with eleven others from the town
of Benthoorthy in the Cochi er;t(-)ry: About 10 o'clock at night we came to the small Island
with tobacco, from other Mltn fa']; h’s country. There were two other boats with us, coming
the Cochin Cirear’s Policf in zho the town of Cochin, As we approached Benthoorthy, we met
we promised to do, but begged r;e boats. They called out to us to surrender our boats, which
and fired wounding four of ic that they would not fire upon us. They came near us, however,
in my right leg. We all sw = L1 It Paw'ed through my left leg above the knee and lodged
car's Police, am on shore leaving the boats and tobaceo in the hands of the Cir-

T e : The mark of Devastee.
aken before me at Cochin, this 19¢h day of March 1857.
(Signed) E. CULLIN,
"~ Joint Magistrate.
(True Copy.)
(Signed) E. CULLIN,
Joint Magisirate.

The Deposition of Kitho,

: About one month ago
lingad in Travancore to tix
Cochin Cirkar's Police in ¢
fired at and wounded abou
was extracted by the Cjy
made our escape, leaving

labourer, aged 25 years, residing at Calvetty in British Cochin.

I and twenty-three others, were bringing pepper in a boat from Al-

hiet::n of Cochin. When we approached Pulloorthy, we met the

/sy o;_’a“- They called to us to stop, but as we did not stop, the'y

1 Sur eo‘:, some dztngerously. A bullet lodged in my left arm and it

s peg at .Cochm. We brought the boat near the shore, and then
Pper behind.

g . The mark of Kith
aken before me at Cochin, this 19th day of March 1857 2 J

(Signed) E. CULLIN,
“ Joint Magistrate.
(True Copy.)
(Signed) E. CULLIN,

Joint Magistrate.
.

The Deposition of Lonen Lonen
of the Cochin Rajah.
About two or three months ago
Alwye and when we were in the rive’r

Sirkar's people in two boats
came up and
Mr. Kroon to Cochin, M., Kroonpc nroe

» @ boatman, aged 92 years, residing at Cherlaye in the territory

Tand 6 other boatmen were returning with Mr. Kroon from
near Cheramaloor at about 11 o'clock at night, the Cochin
ut to us to stop. We said we were conveying
ame out of the cabin and told them they were not justified

!

of gentlemen ; the Circar’s people immediately fired at us and wounded three
ding myself. Several shots struck me on my breast and right side.
The mark of Lonen Lonen.

in stopping the boat
of the boatmen inclu

Taken before me at Cochin, this 21st day of March 1857.
(Signed) E. CULLIN,

Joint Magistrate.
(True Copy.)
(Signed) E. CULLIN,
Joint Magistrate.

The Deposition of Barido, a boatman, aged 18 years, residing at Cherloye, in the territory of
the Cochin Rajah.

About three months ago,

on returning with that gentleman to Cochin, we met the ‘Cochin Circar's p

Cheramaloor river. The people in the Circar’s boat called out to us to stop. It was then

about 10 o'clock at night. We explained that we were conveying Mr. Kroon to Cochin. Mr.

Kroon also came out of the cabin and assured them that it was his boat, and that he had no con-

While Mr. Kroon was speaking the Circar’s people fired three shots at us,
wo other boatmen who

I and six other boatmen took Mr. Kroon in a boat to Alwye, and |
reventive boat in the

traband goods.
and a shot entered my neck, and two others struck me on my hands. T

were with me were also wounded. }
Mark of Cherloye Barrido.

Taken before me at Cochin, this 21st day of March 1857.

(Signed) E. CULLIN,

Joint Magistrate.
(True Copy.)

(Signed) E. CULLIN,

Joint Magistrate.
(True Copies.) :

(Signed) W.ROBINSON, Acting Magistrate.

No. 28. From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar; to T. PYCROFT,
Esq., Chief Secretary to Gevernment, Judicial Department, dated Calicut, 11th April

1857, No. 58. :

. SIR,
F";’:i‘ nf&’:?‘f{lg&g’zz“}ﬁ"iﬁg: In continuation of my letter dated 25th Ultirm?, Nf)' 47, with ens:lo-
with Enclosure. sures, I have the honor to forward further communication on the subject

of the reckless firing of the Cochin Circars Preventive Establishment.
2, I do not give credit, I must confess to such explanation. The smuggling is carried on
by backwater, and the Preventive Peons fire into the boats to bring them up.

3. The notice taken of the matter will have a salutary effect.
' (Signed) W. ROBINSON,

Acting Magistrate.

From E. CULLIN, Esq., Joint Magistrate; to W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of
Malabar, dated Cochin, 6th April 1857, No. 65.

SIR,
With reference to my letter of the 9th March 1857, No. 42, with its enclosures, I have the
honor to transmit herewith copies of apers
Copy nletter from the Resident dated Tst April 1357, No. 619. - : P -S the papers
Copy alester from the Dewan of Cocliin, dated 27t Mareh noted in the margin on the subject of the men
1857, No. 200, who were admitted into the Government Dis-

pensary at Cochin with gun-shot wounds.
(Signed) E. CULLIN,
Joint Magistrate.
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From Lieutenant General W. C UL
Esq., Joint Magistrate
Sir,
With reference to your letter No.

43, of the 18th Ultimo, I have the hor
You copy of a report No. 200, of the 27th Ultimo, by the De
shot wounds stat

ed by you to have been treated by the
at Cochin.

ol
&

LEN, Resident of Travancore and Cochin : to E. CULLIN
of Cochin, dated Trevandrum, 1st April 1857, No. 619.

ot to transmit to
wan of Cochin on the cases of gun-
Medical Officer in the Civil Hospital
It is, I observe, declared by Dr. Pringle,
were smugglers, and that the wounds were
you will I am sure be glad to le:

and noticed by yourself, that the sufferers
inflicted by the Cochin Sirkar Preventive P
irn from the report of the Dewan th
only that the Cochin Police are innocent of the charge, but that th
parties were wounded were amongest the
all subjects of the Cochin Sir
leave the Hospital before

olice, but
at it is clearly proved not
e encounters in which the
smugglers themselves, and who it would appear are
kar, and who it is to be regretted therefore were permitted to
a more perfect investigation had taken place.

An instance of the boldne
the beginning of January, where a large boat of peppe
man at the stern armed with a Muske
the mornning and loudly
stopped. 1
the Banksall

ss of the smugglers occurred in my presence at Bolghatty, in

r and manned by, about 16 men, with a
t passed rapidly across the bow of my boat at 8 o’clock in
shouting to my people that they would five, if they were attempted to be
saw them land within the Company's limits at Cochin and traced the pepper to
at Caivett_v. .
(Signed) W. CULLEN, Resident.
(True Copy )

% CULLIN,

Joint Magistrate.

(Signed)

No. 200,—1857.
To Lieutenant Genera] W. CULLEN, British Resident of Travancore and Cochin.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknoy
copy of a communication No,
state that [ immediately called
reports on the subject therein ¢

2. The reports furnished

material points.

vledge the receipt of your letter No. 514 of the 14th, fc')rwan:jmg
43 of the 10th Instant from the Joint Magistrate of Cochin, and to

upon the Acting Police Amesnadar, and the Cochin Tahsildar for
eferred to,

by them dated respectively 24th and 23rd Instant, agree in all

3. It is evident from the abovesaid reports that the man named Barkey Gabriel, who, ac-
cording to Dr. Pringle’s letter

to the address of the Joint Magistrate, was brought to the Hospital
at Cochin on Saturday mornin

g g the 28th Ultimo, shot through the right side, did not receive his
wound in an encounter with the Peons in the Cirkar Preventive service. [t appears however that
during the night of the 26th

. Ultimo a collision took place near Badoodella in the Canianore Dis-
trict between two parties of smugglers originating in a dispute about some pepper which
each party had come to take

: : o oxe away. In this collision one man name unknown, but probably the
before said Barkey Gabriel was reported to have received g gun-shot wound. Information of

this collision having reached the Acting Ameenadar on the morning of the 27th Ultimo, and also
that the pepper about which the dispute arose had not been taken away by either party, but was
still secreted in a hut at Badoodella, he sent 5 Party of Police Peons to the spot, who found 21
packages of pepper in the hut in question and togk qQuict possession of the same.

It appears from the examination held by the Fiscal of Cochin that another smuggler, named
Ferieda was wounded in an affray which took place on the 8th Instant, and taken to the Hospital
at Cochin. This man too did not, I have reason to believe, receive his wound from the Peons of
the Cirkar, for it appears from the report of the Acting Ameenadar that there was no encounters
with any smugglers on the 8th Instant, and that there Was no seizure on that day either of pepper
or tobacco. He states however that on the following day Monday the 9th Instant, he seized a
boat of pepper near Benthoorthy between the hours of 10 and 11 4. M., and that none of the
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i ers however fired several shots and wounded

e 01111 rt: ; ol(:xjats}t:néoa’fg:i::lugv%‘lre found six cartridges, several thorn sticks,
e Perso:: :: t::d ihz s£nugglers were seen to throw overboard two guns. Fties
s S : d a communication 9th Meenum (20th March) from Ramen .Menon, Dewan

. B 8: stating that an affray took place on the 7th Instant,.mth soxfxe pepper
Pels}]klt;sofv;lt‘;?:mtr: rTravancore limits and requesting me to hand over to him certain persons
smugg

ned in the same. : : '

concelrt is probable that the person alluded to Py t}'le Fiscal of' hCocl;:n las eh::?l;gebi:ﬁ ;Z(;e;::?
into Hospital on the 8th Instant, was wounded in this affray which took plac P 3

eg i i g : er to the address of
I ber to observe that a the persons, allude o in Doctor Pringle’s letter h

re that all P g ded ti : ti ! tt .t t. ad.
the Joint Magistrate, and in the proceedings held by the Fical are sub]ects of this Cirkar

(Signed) VENCATA ROW,

Dewan.
(True Copy.) . L g
(Signed) W. CULLEN,
Risident.
(True Copy.) .
(Signed) E. CULLIN,
Joint Magistrate.
(True Copies.) | ;
(Signed) W, ROBINSON,
: Acting Magistrate.

No. 29 OrDER THEREON, No. 471 ; dated 25th April 1857.

It is observed that since the above letters were written, the Acting Collector will hav; tx:-
ived the Extract Minutes of Consultation of the 2nd Insta?\t, No. 338, ?opy of the first o thae:
cj;sent communications will now be forwarded to the Resident of Cochin in reference to
P
Extract. Lo .

2. It is much to be deplored that bodily sufferings should be inflicted and .hfe enda.ngered_
by the acts of the Sircar Officers. It is however but just to remember that such violent measx;rei
4 ot peculiar to Cochin but are common in every country in Europe.except our own, a;n ﬂ:
lIlz‘.r::gll;ndpbe now happily an exception it has only become so of late, in consequence of the

adoption of a more liberal Tariff.

3. It is remarked from the annual accounts furnished to Goverll:mer}tlthat the r:vem}z 1;111:
. i hin State has of late years been
i the tobacco and pepper monopolies by the Coc : ;
n;edanit;.o:}l\at for the year 1030 (1854-5) the last year for which accounts hax: ;)ee:;] r‘;;eel:;d, ttl.le
e 19. It wasstated by the Resident in
i e from both those sources was only Rupees 77,7 :
lgxl": s: m::tm upon 1030 that the revenue from tobacco had nearly ceased altcfget.her, as the Coch_?
f:ont?elr; was so open to smuggling in every direction that the Sircar were quite unable to repress it.

4. There would consequently be probably but littlt? loss .to the State of Colcluln evex;‘ :i::::;-

cially by the immediate abolition of these imposts, especl?.lly if superseded by (;: he ;:ymz i
te import duty, and the measure would clearly be desirable on other grouhds. y how

e ; ever be apprehended that if the trade in these articles be m‘ad.e free in

Admivistration veport for 4} (ochin Territory, it must add to the difficulty o'f maintax‘mng dfese

Av::ﬂ;?:: ]85;';3 XXIV, monopolies in the Ttavancore' State where they Stll.l contribute ¥ ;,r\

WY largely to the resources. In 1030 (1854-55) they vielded (gross) thir-

teen lacs of Rupees or more than one third of the revenue.

~

5. Tne Government would be reluctant to urge on these small States measures Whl;;h

ld. diminish their revenue and in one case would probably render §t 1mpos‘sxb.le to pay the
‘:})Ju'dv They have no doubt that the adoption of a sounder fiscal policy would ina few years
sabsidy. They h:

P



Fort St. George Judicial Consultation, 23th April 1857.

bring up the revenue of each State to its former standard or mo

re. But some induigence will be
required at the out-set to meet the immediate deficiency.

6. Under these circumstances the Government resolve to make a representation on the
subject to the Honorable the Court of Directors through the Government of India,
the inexpediency of allowing these contests between the Custom House Officers of these States
and the smugglers to continue, and pointing out the necessity of meeting any fiscal change that

may become necessary in a liberal spirit, and the more especially as the smugglers carry on their
contraband trade under the protection of the British Laws.

showing

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Ordered that the following letter be despatched.

No. 30. - From T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George ;
to the Secretary to the Government of India. dated the 25th April 1857, No. 472.
Sir,

I am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to forward for submission

12th March 1857, t° the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council the accom-

25th do. ,  panying copies of letters (with enclosures) as per margin from the

Ay o Acting Magistrate of Malabar, relative to the severe measures resorted
to by the Cochin Sircar for the protection of their pepper and tobaeco monopolies.

2. From this it will be perceived that since January last, or within two months, no less
than eight cases of severe gun shot wounds, one of which proved fatal, have been treated
in the Civil Dispensary at Cochin, all inflicted by the Preventive Force, &c. which the continuance
of these monopolies causes to be kept up, Other cases have been reported of a similar nature,
and fatal ones probably occur without even being heard of, Of the reckless manner in which

the Preventive Force acts, an idea may be formed from the Depositions transmitted with Mr.
Robinson's second letter.

Acting Magistrate in diserediting the idea that the
ital were the result of affrays among the smugglers them-
n is however not impossible, but if so, these lawless acts
reventive Peons are ascribable to the monopolies.

4. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council cannot but greatly deplore that bodily
sufferings should be inflicted and life endangered by the acts of the Sirkar Officers. . He cannot
however but remember that such violent measures are not peculiar to Cochin, but are common in
every country in Europe except our own ; and if England be now happily an exception, it has only
become so of late, in consequence of the adoption of a more liberal Tariff.

5. Itis remarked from the annual accounts furnished to Government that the revenues

deri.ved from their tobacco and Pepper monopolies by the Cochin State has of late years been
falling off, and that for the year 1030 (1854-5) the last year for which accounts have been received,
the gross income from both those sources was

only Rupees 77,719, It was stated by the Resident
in his report upon 1030 that the revenue fro

- \ Poven m tobacco had nearly ceased altogether, as the Cochin
frontier was so open to smuggling in every direction that the Sirkar were quite unable to
repress it.

3. The Government concur with the
mjuries lately treated in the Cochin hosp
selves. That such do sometimes happe
no less than the reckless firing of the P

6. There would consequently be probably but little loss to the State of Cochin even financi-
ally by the immediate abolition of these imposts, especially if superseded by the levy of a mode-
rate import duty, and the measure would clearly be desirable on other grounds. It may however

: B be apprehended that if the trade in these articles be made free in the
Administration reports for - . 3

1855-6, Madras.  Appes-  Cochin Territory, it must add to the difficulty of maintaining these
dix, pages XXIV, XXV.  monopolies in the Travancore State where they still contribute very

largely to the resources. In 1030 (1854-5) they yielded (groses) thirteen lacs of Bapees" &
than one third of the revenue,

7. 'This Government would be reluctant that measures should be urged on these small
States which would diminish their revenue and in one case would probably render it impossible

—j=uy
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ion of a sounder fiscal policy would in
= i do«i'bte:t:tsﬂ;:d t?it:s former standard or more. But some
5 reven:?met to meet the immediate deficiency. :
I have been instructed to request that the wh?le sub{lec;::;i
Honorable the Court of Directors. 1t is very des: i
of the Circars and the smugglers sh:)u ;
termination of the monopolies with

to pay the subsi
a few years bring '
indulgence will be required at the

8. Under these circumstances

- tion of the
be brought under the conmdel'; astom House Officers

h affrays between the 5
oo butyit is clear that they can be abated only by the ek i S
P“t_ do‘:" are connected. Both in regard to the.se. outrages, as e e O
wh_lcht.t n?;le nature of the taxes, and their pernicious eﬁ't_:cil:‘I t:)r; D et o thsa g
‘I)b:::c;::sired to suggest that authority be s ‘

ought from the ! b o
i erstanding that any
ith the Sircars in view to the extinction of the mom;ll)ohes on the un
e -
::mpts on their part to adopt a more enlightened fiscal p

olicy will be met by the Honorable
Company in a liberal spirit. This indeed seems the more ¢

alled for in as much as the present
1 British Laws.
band trade is carried on by the smugglers under the protection of the Bri
contraban

Chief Secretary.
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