


Fo;t St ”George Judicial Consultation, 21st April 1857.

No. 85. Read the following letter from C. WHITTINGHAM, Hsq., Magistrate of North
Arcot; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Sceretary to Government, dated 27th March
1857, No. 19.
SiR,

* Herewith returned. With reference to the endorsement on Petition* No. 194 of 1857,
presented to Government by Mooneyapah Chetty and others of Palamanair, in this Distriet, com-
plaining of the insufficient state of the Police in their locality, I have the honor to forward for
the information of Government, copy of a report recently submitted to the Session J udge by the
Acting Additional Joint Magistrate, which details what has lately been done with reference to
the Police of Palamanair.
(Signed) C. WHITTINGHAM,
Magistrate.

From G. BANBURY, Esq., Acting Additional Joint Magistrate of North Arcot; to G. A.
HARRIS, Esq., Session Judge of Chittoor, dated 13th March 1857, No. 78.

SIR,

As requested in your communication of yesterday’s date, I have the honor to make the fol-
lowing report upon the state of crime and the Police in the Talooks under my charge.
offences in this District, than in South Arcot, where I had been previously employed, speedily
attracted my attention, the two crimes most common in this District are Gang and Highway
Robberies, the first of which seems to be carried out under three different processes, 1st, those
perpetrated by professional robbers who generally inhabit the most Jjungly tracts in the District,
have no fixed means of livelihood, are unwilling to work, and embark on their marauding expedi-
tions either on their own account,or as mercenaries under other leaders. Secondly those in
which merchants, owing to enmity and competition arising in the course of their mercantile
transactigns, get together a gang, and plunder each other's houses, in these night attacks the bhonds
and deeds are universally ahstracted, and destroyed, so that malice, and the hope of freedom from
debts and other pecuniary liabilities, as well as plunder, actuate the offenders, as these bonds
could be of no use to common thieves; the third are those perpetrated by persons who are of
some position and influence in the District and who are to all appearance respectable, and peace-
able inhabitants, and not unfrequently heads of Villages, these men with a view of adding to their
estate plan an attack upon some wealthy individual residing, perhaps 60 or 70 miles distant,
collect the gang from different quarters, supply all the necessarics for the accomplishment of the
design, receive the lion’s share of the plunder, and prevent their poorer fellow culprits from be-
ing brought to justice, and receiving the punishment they deserve; this, their position, ample
pecuniary means, and -apparent respectability enables them to do effectually ; a case in point
occurred at the close of last year,and when some of the culprits were apprehended upon my war-
rant and examined by me, they admitted their guilt, and stated that at first they demurred and
were unwilling to join the gang when invited, but that their scruples were allayed by the enticer
who assured them, that there was an influential person at the head who would screen them from
all evil consequences ; this influential person turned out to be a Village Kurnum, and right faith-
fully did he carry out the promises he had made, using every effort to baffle the Police.

2. 1 joined my present appointment in June last, and the greater prevalence of heinous

3. Should suspicion attach itself very strongly to any one of these apparently respectable
marauders, he makes a show of ass sting the Police and directs suspicion by betraying one or two
of his gang, who may perhaps have offended him, and delivers them up with some small article of
stolen property. Gang robberies under this latter head are the most difficult to discover, the mem-
bers usually escape final conviction, they have unlimited means, and are able to employ their money
and knowledge in the proper quarters and usunally come off scot free.

4. With regard to highway robberies, they are, it appears, chiefly perpetrated by Coravars,
Wodurs, and the Boya caste whose profession is thieving of this kind, their haunts are generally
in the most sscluded Jungles, and feverish localities, their apprehension a matter of no ordinary
difficulty, and their conviction much more so ; they bury their ill-gotten gains in the jungles in
some spot only  known to themselves, and indeed the two first classes of persons have no houses
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