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No. 3. Rearﬁ tlll)(,rf(:l])owm;‘; letter fl(‘m} W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar ;
to T. il( ROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated Calicut, 9th March

1857, No. 39.

SIR,
5 1. In f.‘orwarding the accompanying Indents for Boots for the
To Govt. 9th July 1856, No. pm?), Malabar Police Corps, with Major Haly's letter, dated 4th Instant,
wom do. 2nd Augt. ,, No. 827. . i

Hrotly =40, <0, A0G g and with reference to the correspondence, noted marginally, I have

To do. 25th do. No. 83.
From do. 220dSeptr.,, No. 1028, the honor to request that sanction be granted for the necessary an-

nual supply of ancle boots to the Malabar Police Corps.

2. By Extract from the Minutes of Consultation of 2nd August 1856, the Magistrate was
called upon for an opinion on Major Haly’s proposal to equip the Malabar Police Corps in an-
cle boots and leathern helmets, and whether they should be supplied at the expense of the State.
Mr. Clarke, in his letter dated 25th August 1856, remarks on the subject of ancle boots, “ advert-
ing to the constitution of the Corps, the duties which they are called on to perform, the nature of
the country, and habits of the men of the Corps, I much question whether the English ancle boot
would be found as useful or agreeable to the wearer as the native sandal. The ammunition
boot, is strong, hard, heavy, and cumbersome, and likely to impede and retard the movements of
the men, and to gall their feet and ancle especially if, as often is the case, they do not quite fit. ”
With regard to stoppages on account of such articles of dress, Mr. Clarke remarks, (para: 4) ““ a man
of the standing of the Sepoys of the Corps may live comfortably in Malabar for about 4 Rupees

a month,”
« 5th. The pay of the Sepoy is 6 Rupees, which appears to me amply suflicient to enable

¢ them to procure any requisite article of dress not furnished them by the Government.” He re-
commends that the stoppages ““ should never exceed § Rupee per mensem.”

3. With reference to Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, dated 22nd September 1856,
[ beg to state my opinion, that as the body of the Malabar Police Corpsis now constituted, it is a
purely Military body, and as such is well drilled and made a very effective show in the review
thereof which I witnessed. It is as Major Haly terms it, a Light Infantry body, and I believe
that it is the opinion of all Military authorities that for Light Infantry duty the ancle boot is
almost indispensable. The boot is of course only worn with the uniform. It has been in use
for nearly two years, and could not well be dispensed with, and I beg to support Major Hal,
posal, that it become a permanently sanctioned portion of their dress. As it is purely a Military
exercise article of dress, I would hope that it may be supplied without stoppage from the mer

4. The leathern helmet has not been introduced among them, and they are using a &at
and sufficiently effective head-dress. M. Clarke, on this subject remarked, dated 25th August
1856, * the helmet may be a useful and valuable protection to the head, especially from a sabre
cut, the weapon generally used by the fanatical Moplay, and would, I think, be more service-
able in a hand to hand engagement, than the cap they now wear, but as the arms of the Corps
at the men are intended to act at a distance from the enemy, the light-

seem rather to indicate th
er the head-dress, the more free would the men be to act and to move about, and as the cap

has been found extremely useful and approved in other Irregular Corps, it does not seem to

me necessary to make any alteration in the uniform already sanctioned, ” and in this opinion, 1

fully concur.

add helmets w

the intention of the Government in its establishment.
5. The most important of all subjects is obviously that of the

E:;_»r:::fmtﬂ lilllilt:lbc(]l];]ﬂ;:z:; «« duties for which the men should be available.” The subject has occu-

pied much of my thought, and I am anxious to give a useful character
On this subject, I propose addressing
en delayed by recent Po-
a Soobadar and a Havil-

Already the Corps is in its equipment, of an entirely Military character, and to
ere to separate it still further from the character of a drilled Civil Police which is

to the Corps, but see great difficulties in carrying it out.
the Government shortly, as my thorough consideration of the subject has be
lice proceedings before the Special Assistant Magistrate, in which the Mopl
dar of the Corps have been tried for torture. The case is now pending in review before the Ses-
sions Court, and only after it is disposed of, could I submit the matter to the Government.

6. 1 propose making another tour to those parts as soon as the press of business consequent

on the Head Assistant's absence 1is relieved, 7 bt e Lo
Y W. ROBINSON

(Siened
(D12
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Fort St. George Judicial Consultation, 21st April 1857.

2. In this Extract Minutes Consultation the Acting Magistrate was requested, when he
had acquired the requisite degree of acquaintance with the Corps, to state his views in regard to
their being supplied with ancle boots and leather helmets and to the stoppages to be made from
their pay for undress clothing, as also in respect of the duties for which the men should be
available. In his present letter this Officer confines his remarks to only two points, viz. the use

of the boot and the helmet.

3. Inregard to the first of these subjects, the Acting Magistrate supports Major Haly's
proposal that the boots should become a permanently sanctioned portion of the dress of the
Corps. It has been in use in the Corps for nearly two years, and he considers that it cannot
now be well dispensed with. He states that it is only worn with the uniform, and, as a purely
Military exercise article of dress, and he hopes that it may be supplied without stoppage from

the pay of the men.
4, In regard to the helmet the Acting Magistrate thinks with his predecessor that it is

unnecessary to make any alteration in the head dress of the Corps. Already, he observes, the
Corps is, in its equipment, of an entirely Military character, and to add helmets were to separate

it still further from the character of a drill Civil Police which is the intention of the Government

in its establishment.
5. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council agrees with the Acting Magistrate that

it is not advisable to adopt the leathern helmet for the Corps, nor does he think the Glengary caps
now in use a suitable head-dress. The Kilmarnock bonnet with a white wadded cloth cover
would be far preferable.  The Acting Magistrate of Malabar will take measures for procuring a

supply, which may be done throughany Agent in Madras or Bombay, that they may be intro-
duced on the present caps being worn out.
6. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council, also concurring in the views expressed

by the Acting Magistrate respecting the continuance of the use of ancle-boots by the Corps,
<anctions the two sets of Indents submitted by him for this article, one apparently for boots
already supplied and the other for those now required ; but he does not authorize the supply
of the helmets applied for in one of them. It does not appear how often the boots are to be pro-
vided for the Corps, annually, biennially or how. The Acting Magistrate's attention is called to
Extract Minutes Consultation 2nd August 1856, No. 827, para: 3, wherein his predecessor was
desired to report on the proposal of Major Haly that they should be supplied annually, and he
is requested to give his opinion on this point as also to fix the time when each periodical supply
<hould be made, and what will be the number of pairs of boots to be supplied.

6. No deductions will be made from the pay of the Malabar Police Corps on account of the
issue of boots or bonnets.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. T. Cartledge.
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