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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, Tth April 1857

Read the fl)”O\\'iilg papers. . ;
No. 48. From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, dated 27th March 1857, No. 51.
SIR,

I have the honor to forward further translatio of Depositions

s In original to prevent fur-

delay and requested

to he returned when they coolies.
can be dispensed with.

taken from parties implicated in the * Six Island murder” and returned

I regret that delay has occurred in consequence of the difficulty of
wotting translations speedily made.

Captain Roman Rodriguez has been fined under Act XIV of 1839 in the sum of 1,200
es by the Joint Magistrate.

(Signed) W. ROBINSON,

Acting Magistrate.

Deposition of Kalliakul Ramen Nair, nephew of Nambally Nair, Hindoo Shoodur, labourer,
aged 53 years, inhabitan Paddanair Kollangarah Tekoo Moorry, Karonagapally Prevarty,
Karonagapally Mandavatom Vadakul, in Travancore, taken before the Joint Magistrate of
Cochin, on the 13th January 1857.

Itis three years since 18 coolies were shipped and conveyed from Cochin in Captaiir Roman’s
vessel. I was one of them. The Kat Syrang (Pilot) and Captain Roman told me that I would
be paid at the rate of 3 Rupees per month with board, and that I should work as a labourer for
two vears in the Mauritius, 1 agreed to'this and went with them. The ship proceeded to the
Sig I.slands. where the Captain made over all of us, 18 in number, to the gentleman superin-
tending the work of the c-oolips_. and we served as labourers there, Afterwards, Captain Roman
ased to come to the Islands in his ship every.5 or 6 months, and land Malabar coolies on such
occasions, and deliver them to the same gentleman. After our arrival at the Islands, he brought,
as Malabar coolies, on one 0 sion 10, on another 13, 9 men and 4 women, and again 1, and land-
inc them there, made them over to the gentleman above mentioned. A year after we had arrived
m; the Islands, the gentleman then superintending the work was removed, and another came in
his room. This gentleman was in the habit of treating us with cruelty, which induced 7 Mala-
bar coolies, 6 men and 1 woman, to get into a manchee (boat) and escape from the place.
18 of the Malabar coolies were sent by the Superintendent to work on the Island lying on the
west of the Six Islands. To inspect the. work of these coolies, he used to go to the former Is-

land every Saturday morning at 10 o'clock, and return in the evening at 4 or 5. B

3ut on the last
Saturday he went thither. for the same purpose, he did not come back till sunset. The lady (his
wife) ‘therefore sent 5 of the Caffers, Estevo and 4 others, to make enquiries. They returned
at 8 o'clock p. m. Estevo stated that the gentleman was not to be seen on the Island, that the
boat in which he had proceeded thither was found hauled up and kept on shore ; that the parties
who had rowed the boat, viz. Veloo and Velayden, as well-as the other coolies were there;
that they, coming forward with threats to assault Estevo and %thers, prevented them from ap-
proaching the shore, and that they were therefore obliged to return in their boat without land-
ing. The next morning, the coolies abovementioned, with their Moopah or Headman named
L owehautkaren Moideen Cootty, came to the lady’s bungalow, armed with sticks, axes, swords

and kl"li\'sﬁ. Upon this the lady, being frightened, pacified them with gentle expressions, and

providing them with subsistence, made them stay there. In this state of things, Captain Roman’s

ship arrived, and the Captain landed. After this, the latter and the lady paid our wagss ; and

% then we, 36 in number, 33 men and 3 women, embarked on Captain Roman’s ship, and left
r the Islands. » We proceeded to, and landed at, Kayomkollom. While we were in the ship, Cap-
| tain Roman made us swear that we would not reveal to any one the fact of his haying shipped
".nd conveyed usto the Six Islands and landed us there, nor his having brought us back and
landed us in Malabar. Velgo and Velayden were the coolies who used to come on Saturdays
and convey the gentleman "in a boat. On other days they \\'c}'e'employcd in bringing grass for
asses from the western Island to the Six Islands. These two coolies being deducted, there were
only 16 working on the -former Island. Their names are : Chowghautkaren Moideen Cootty

Moonen, Coonhamed, Kaleeba, Abdulla, Tsmal, Carsotah Moideen, Vellotah Moideen, Caronaga-
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Deposition of Barrido alias Anthony, son of Oroman, Christian, labouref, aged 25 years, inhabi-
tant of Tangasherry in Quilon, taken before the J oint Magistrate of Cochin én the 12th
January 1857. A :

Two years ago, I and 17 other Malabar coolies, by the desire of the Kat Syrang (Pilot) and
Captain Roman, embarked from Cochin on board Captain Roman’s ship, and left for the Mau-
ritius, fot the purpose of serving as labourers there. The Syrang and Captain told us that we
would be paid at the rate of 3 Rupees each ¢ month, with board and clothing, and that after
arriving at the Mauritius and seeing our work, they would increase our wages, The Syrang
promised me an advance of two mont}.w’ wages, and one day evening, gave me a Rupee and
Moondoo (cloth,) saying that the remainder would be given the next morning. By this time :
the vessel had left the Port. On the 19th day of our voyage, we reached the Six Islands. As
we did not agree to the Captain’s desire to land there, he seized and tied up some of us to the
mast, and flogged them with the rope’s end. This made us land on the Islands. We were then
delivered over to the gentleman superintending the works there, named Monsr. Demier. We
ctaid and served as coolies there. We were employed in cutting cocoanut kernels, expressing
oil, cutting jungles, breaking cocoanuts, thatching houses, &c. Three or four months after,
Captain Roman came to the Islands again'in his ship, and landed 10 Malabar coolies. Two or
three months subsequently, he brought and Iagded another party of coolies, 9 men and 4 women.
After this he came there twice, bringing with him two coolies, one on each occasion. After we
had arrived and worked for one year on the Islands, Monsr. Demier was relieved and another
gentleman, whose name I do. not know, succeeded him as* Superintendent. This gentleman
imposed on us very heavy work, and caused many of us to be severely beaten. There were 17
Caffers also working as labourers there., As the gentleman beat them, 4 of them, getting into a
boat, escaped from the place. Of the Malabar coolies, 6 men and 1 woman also ran away in
;:onsequence of the gentleman's ill-treatment. He used to cause women to climb over the roofs® .
of houses and work, and also to beat them severely, and put them in chains and lock the fetters.
He sent 15 coolies to wofk_ on the Island situated on the west of the Six Islands. On Saturdays
he used to proceed thither in the morning, in a munchee or boat, and return to Six Islands in the

~ evening before 6 o'clock. He continued in this manner for 5 or 6 months. About a month
previous to our leaving the place for Malabar, the gentleman, on a Saturday, at about 8 o'clock

A. M. got into a boat and proceeded to the western Island. Two Malabar coolies named

Veloo and Velayden then went with him to row the boat. After sunset that day, the gentle-

man and rowers not having returned, 5 of the Caffers, Estevo and 4 otgers, were embarked on a

boat and sent to the said Island, to make enquiries after the gentleman: They returned to the

Six Islands at about 10 or half past 10 o’clock at night. Estevo stated that the gentleman was

not to be seen ; that the boat in which he had proceeded to the western Island, was found hauled

up and left on shore ; and that Veloo and Velayden who had rowed the boat, and the other 15

Malabar coolies who were working on the Island. were sitting and eating rice there. Estevo

went to the bungalow and reported these circumstances to the lady, (the Superintendent’s wife,)

who became frightened, from an impression that the gentleman. had been murdered by the
coolies on the western Island. We therefore. caused Koopaykaren Maistry (head cooly) and
others on the Six Islands, to sleep outside the bungalow that night, and the Maistry’s wife Prosina,
and two other cooly women, in the Jlady’s room. The next day at dawn, the coolies who were
working on the western Island é. e. Chowghautkaren Moideen Cootty, as a leader, and others,
together with Veloo and Velayden, amounting in all to 17 in number came to the veranda of the
bungalow, with weapons in their hands, such as sticks, swords and knives. The lady, seeing
them, became frightened, and prostrating herself at the feet of Chowghautkaren Moideen Cootty,
. promised him that they would be shipped and sent off when the ship arrives, and that rice, &c.
would be given them for their subsistence. They agreed to this, and while staying on the Is-
lands, and after the lapse of a month, Captain Roman’s ship arrived there. The Captain landed,
and Moideen Cootty then told him that he should ship and take with him all the coolies. The

Captain with the lady settled the accounts of the coolies paying in £s the arrears of wages due

1o each according to accounts. We were paid at the rates of 6, 7, 8 and 9£. After this, gg.

Malabar coolies, 33 men and 3 women, were shipped, and conveyed and landed at Kayomkol-

Jom.’ The Captain had told us, that we would not be landed in the Honorable Company’s Ter-

itory;: that we should not reveal the matter to any body, and that if we do so, he whald be

.. i i —— = l~
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Deposition of Prisoner Joseph, son of Antony, Christian, aged 20 years, inhabitant.of Alpaat Moory,
Karoonagapilly Mandavathoom Vathookee, in Travancore, taken before the Joint Magi;-
trate of Cochin on the 28th-January 1857.

1 went to the Mauritius about 3 years ago. ‘Tt was:in Captain Roman’s vessel that I did so.
Besides me the following persons were shipped on board the same vessel, viz. (1)Anthony, in-
habitant of Quilon, (2)Veloo, (3)Krishnan Nair, both inhabitants of Karoonagapilly, (&%)zm~ indi-
vidual called Ramen, whose country lies to the east of Aleppey, the name of which I know not,
(5)Thoma of Chowghaut, (6)Barrido Mathoo of ditto, (7)Cochoo Coonhen of Mavely, (8)Chakoo
of Cottyam, (9)Narranen of Quilon, (10)Ayappen, of what country I know not, and 11 to 18 are
individuals whose names 1 am not aware of. Captain Roman embarked all of us, 18 in number, as
laborers on board his ship, on the condition to payus each at the rate of 8 Rupees permonth. We
accordingly worked as laborers for 5 or 8 days at Cochin, and then the Captain took us with him, .
saying that we would be conveyed to the Mauritius, but he landed us on an Island, called the Six
Islands, telling us that we should go on shore, and, cooking and drinking our conjee, come back on
board, and that after this, he would take and land us at the Mauritius. We accordingly went ashore
and after cooking and drinking our conjee, returned, when neither the Captain nor the vessel was to
be seen. After this we served Captain Gierall as laborers on the same Island for 6 months. There
were also 10 or 18 Caffermen from the Mauritius serving there. Six months subsequently, Cap-
tain Roman, one day, brought and landed there 9 men and 4 women. These were (1)Bapoo, a
Jonogan or Mopla, native of Allepey, (2)Karootha Moideen (3)Velotha Moideen, (4)Coonjerah, a
Christian, the name of whose country I know not, (5)Paucheeka of Quilon, (6) Karootha Moideen
of Ernakollum, (7)Panjee, a Christian, (8)Ismal of Coythottom, and (9)a manwhose name and coun-
try I know not. The women were.(l)Maria,(Q)Oonala, (3) Anna, inhabitants of Cochin, and (4)Pro-
sina of Alleppy- These 4 women, together with us, worked on the Islands for 6 months. Three
months after this, another individual named Krishnan Nair, an inhabitant of Nedinganaad was
brought there. While we had worked on the Islands for a period of 1 year, Mr. Smell, a gentle-
man in the service of Captain Gerall, was removed, and another gentleman, whose name [ know
not, came in his room. While we were continuing our work there as laborers, (1)Moopan Moi-
deen Cotty of . Chowghaut, (2) Velotha Moideen of Alleppy, (8)Karotah- Moideen, (4) Bapoo,
(5)Barrido, (G)CochooMoi&eenof Ernakollum, (7)Coonhamod of Chowghaut, (8)Moideen Krambo
of Karoonagapilly, (9)Karoomben, - whose country I know not, (10)Pandary of Ernakellum,
(11)Ismall of Coythottom, (12)Kxishnan Nair of Nediniganaad and two others, whose names I know
not, were all working on the Island lying to the west of the Six Islands. ‘While they were doing
s0, on & Saturday, Velayden and Velo, together with the gentleman superintending the work
on the Six Islands, got'in a manchee (boat) and proceeded to the said Island to inspect the work
there. On every other occasion, on which he (the gentleman) visited the Island as above, he used
to return at 5 o'clock in the evening, but on the last day he went thither, the lady (his wife)
not Seeing him return; despatched four Caffersto make enquiries afterhim. They went and searchi -
ed for him, but not finding him, asked Moopen Moideen Cootty and others where he was. Upon
this they beat and drove the Caffers away. The latter throwing themselves into the water, and
getting into their boat, returned and  informed the lady that the gentleman had been killed.
After thisthe lady told us that Moopan Moideen Cootty and others, who were on the aforesaid
Island, would come and kill her also, and that we should therefore surround and watch the bun-

low. We accordingly did so that night. When it was midnight, Moopan Moideen Cootty,
with the aforesaid 14 persons came there, and told us as follows : ¢ get in quick ; shut the door
and lie down! If’you™come out we will kill you.  We have come after murdering the gentle-
man and should frow kill the 18dy - also.” Upon  this we were struck with terror, and shut-
ting the door, lay down inside theshouse. Next day after dawn, the lady did not come out from
fear; but Karonagapilly Karoonibar and Kollakaren Antony Baving assured her on oath, that no
o her any harm, and that she could safely come out, she did so. Afterwards while we
were all staying on the Six Islands, Captain Roman, on the 18th day after the above occurrence,
arrived there in his vessel; and when he landed, Moopen Moideen Cootty, Coonhamod, Velotha Moi-
deen Kaleeba, Krishnen Nair, in all 5 persons, went up to him and asked him to pay their wages and
and land them either at Cochin or in the Mauritius. Captain Roman promised
any place where there isno Flag Staff. He then gave each of us O£
After this he told us that we should not metition

one would d

tike them back
to take and land them at
and‘(i Rs. and cmbarked us on board hisship.
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knife) axes, and iron handled knives. Being a Moopan or head man, I had only a stick in my
possession. The aforesaid instruments, &c. were left on b:)ard when we landed at Kayomkollom i
My native country and place of residence is Narakaad Deshom, '_Neddovah Umshom of the Sher-
naad Talook. My house name is Naraga Parambatah Moideen Cootty. The parties who work -
ed with us on the western Island were Krishan Nair, a Native of Velliangode, Moideen Coonhah
of Trekoonapoya in Travancore, Kaleeba Moideen Cootty of Betutpoodiangaddy, Coonhamod of
Angadipoorom, Velotah Krishnan Nair of Ocherra, Barrido of Aleppy, Ismall, a native of
southern country, whose place of residence I know not. Pandaly Abdulla, living near a place
called Elayoor in Ernakollom, Moideen Chokra of the same place, Karoomba, a Native of Ocherra,
Bapoo of Aleppy, 2 Nair converted to Mahomedanism ; Karotah Moideen of ditto, Krambar
Moideen of Karongapilly, and Polayen Ausep of Ernakollom. The places mentioned after the
names of these individuals, are their native countries, Besides the aforesaid 15 persons, including
myself, 91 men and 3 women were embarked from the Six Islands. Their names are (1)Jose,
o native of Ocherra, (2)Veloo of ditto, (8)Panjecka of Quilon, (4)Areyen Barrido of Ernacol-
Jom, (5)Velayden of Quilon, (6)Nair Cochen of Mavelykarah, (7)Naranen Nair of Quilons
(s)'Amhony of ditto, (9)Irooven Ayapen, of Manaporom in Chowghaut, (10)Thoma residing on
the west-of Chitattokare Bazar in Chowghaut, (11)Nassarany Topyachin living near the saime
place, (12)Domingo of Ernakollom, (18)Cootty Barrido of Allepy, (14)Ramen, a native of the
southern country, (15)Shangaren Nair of Oclierra I think, (16)Coonjara, whose place of residence
1 know not, (17)Tien Kanden, a native of the southern country, Nos. 18 to 21, are also natives
of the southern country, but their names 1 do not remember, nor do I know the place of their
residence. The names of the 3 women are (1)Prosina, (2)Joosela and (3)Annah.

My Deposition has been read over to me, and is correct.
“Signature.
(True Copy.)
(Signed) E. CULLIN,
Joint Magistrate.
Deposition of Tarayil Veloo, son of Pandarom Shangard, Hindoo, aged 26 years, seller of betel- -
" leaves, inhabitant of Memal Mooree, Krishnarom Prewarty, Karoonagapilly Mangavathoo
Vadookel, in Travancore, taken before the Joint Magistrate of Cochin, on the 15th Ma--

~ garom 1032 or 26th January 1857. :

It was in (1029) 1853-54, 3 years ago, I think, that Kat Syrang (Pilot) residing in Calvetty,
one day at 12 o'clock at night shipped me on board Captain Roman’s vessel for the purpose of
serving as a labourer in the Mauritius, on the condition that I would be paid at the rate of 8 Ru-
pees per month. On the 18th day aftermy embarkation, the Captain landed us on the Six Islands,
telling me, that it was the Mauritius. Besides me seven other persons were landed on the same
Islands. Six months subsequently, Captain Roman brought in his ship and landed there 9 merl
and 4 women. After our arrival, the Engineer gentleman ‘residing on the Islands, employed
us in felling timber, breaking cocoanuts, cutting jungles, and upon other works. While
we were thus employed, and after the lapse of a few days, Captain Roman brought and
Janded there 10 persons more, ViZ., Coonhamod, a native of the northern country, Moopen Moi-
deen Cooty, and 8 others. The aforesaid Engineer gentleman was then removed to another Is-
land called “J evoor.” After this another gentleman, whose name I do not know, with his wife
was brought by Captain Roman to the Six Islands. This gentleman then employed jus as la-
bourers, under him. He used to flog those who committed fault in their work. While matters
were in this position, and about 8 months ago, the following parties, viz., Vadaken Kaleeba,
(Q)Coonhamod, (3)Pandary a native of Ernakollom, (4)Moideen Chokra, ditto of ditte, (5) Ismaly of
south Anjengo, (G)Karoomban of Palleport, (7)Vadake1 Karotah Krishnen Nair, (8)Velotah Moi-
deen of Trikoonoopayds (9)Karotah Moideen, the name of whose country I do not exactly know,
but whois I think an inhabitant of Cochin, (10)Ausep of Ernakollom, a Poleyan or slave converted
to Christianity, (11)Krambor Moideen said to be a native of Karonagapilly, (12)Velotah Krishnen
Nair of Karonagapilly, (13)Barrido of Aleppy, (14)Bappoo of ditto, and Moopen Moideen Cooty,
in all 15 persons, were sent by Captain Roman and the aforesaid: gentleman, to work onan ls-
land lying to the west of the Six Islands. When they had w orked there for 5 montks, the gen-
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from the ship, which was lying in the river inside the bar. After we had been on board the
Captain told us that if the cargo was landed on that day, it might not reach the" shore in safety,
that therefore we should sleep on board ; and that the cargo could be landed early the Sent
. morning. 1 believed in what he said and we accordingly slept on board. The next morning
when we got up, we found the vessel in the sea and could not descry land. We then asked
Captain Roman where he was taking us to and that if he did not set us on shore, we would
throw ourselves overboard and die. Upon this, Captain Roman got the classees, or sailors, to tie
the hands of every 9 persons together with rope and inflicted on each of us 18 stripes with rope’s
end on the back. He told us, that we would be landed at the Mauritius, and that each of us
would be paid at the rate of 8 or 10 Rupees per month, and that we should work as coolies
there. We remained on board through fear, awaiting our debarkation. On the 18th day
of our voyage we were landed on an Island, the Captain told us to cook and drink our L'()nje‘c
there, and that we could afterwards go back on board. After cooking and partaking of the
conjee, we missed the vessel and the Captain. The next day a Caffer on the said Island came
and took us to the jungle, and there set us to work, employing us in felling trees, and clearing
jungle. Six months after this, Captain Roman brought 10 men and 4 women in his vessel and
landed them on the Island. Again, after the lapse of six months, he brought 9 men and landed
them on the Island. Three months subsequently to this, Captain Roman brought and landed
Krishnan Nair of Chowghaut. A gentleman, who was superintending -the work there, was in
the habit of imposing on all of us very heavy work, and allowing us millet for 4 days and rice
for 2 day in the week, without salt or any other ingredients for curry. We used to cook our
rice with sea water. Whenever the gentleman was dissatisfied with our work, both himself and
Moopen Moideen Cootty, the head cooly, were in the habit of flogging us with the rope’s end.
While we were thus employed, 3 months before last Kany, (September October,) I, (2) Alapoya
Barrido, (3)Alapoya Karootah Moideen Coonhy, (4)Bapoo of Aleppy, (5)Kaleeba of Chow-
ghaut, (6)Coonhamod of Tellicherry, (7)Ausep of Cochin, a Poleyan converted to Christianity,
(8)Pandary of Ernacollom, (9)Velotah Moideen Coonhah’ of Trikoonapoya, (10)Peroomal Toora-
karen Ismal, (ll)l(aromben, a native of a place called Karthy, Pillay, (12)Karotah Moideen
Coonhah of Karoonagapillay; 2 Shooder '(_:onverted to Mahomedanism, (13)Velotah Krishnen
Nair, a native, I think, of Tellicherry or Chowghaut, and (14) Moideen Chokrah, the place
of whose residence [ know not, im all 14 persons, together with the Moopen Moi-
deen Cootty, who was to superix_ltend our work, were sent by the gentleman to
another Island lying - on the north west of the aforesaid Island and about 2 narighas
(miles) distant therefrom, for the purpose of working there. When we had worked on that
Jsland for 3 months, the gentleman, on & Saturday at 3} p. M. came there in a munchee (boat.)
as he was accustomed 1o do every Saturday to inspect our work, gccompanied by the grass
cutters called Veloo and Velayden. These two individuals were cutting grass and the gentle-
man then came to the place where we were working and inspected the work, when one of the
coolies, Krishna Nair of Chowghaut, complained to him that the Moopen Moideen Cootty, was
much, The gentleman then throwing down the umbrella which was under his

arm and untying the rope he had around his waist, gave the complainant Krishna Nair a lash
The latter warded it off with an axe he had with him, and immediately seized the
gentleman and threw him down. At this time Velotah Moideen Coonhah of T'rikoonapoya gave
three blows with his fist on the gentleman’s head. Immediately Moopen Moideen Cootty gave
the gentleman 3 cut on the neck with a sword used in cutting jungle. The gentleman then
soe.”  After this Moideen Cootty inflicted two more cuts and severed the head,
when the indivi Kaleeba inflicted a cut on his corpse with a haral kutty or chopping
kinfe. We then cried out, whereupon Moideen Cootty threatened to stabius also. This induced
us to be silent. We, 15 in number and the 2 grass cutters got into a boat and proceeded to the
Island on which the gentleman resided and there Moideen Cootty, the aforesaid Krishna Nair
ut up me and 7 others inaroom, and the two former (Moideen Cootty, and Krishnan

Coonhah of Trikoonapoya, entered the gentléman‘s‘ bungalow

e same 3 individnals then moved about the Island in a despotic

_ this state for 18 days, Cagt.a‘iar,}:.oggnﬂ to the Island
landed there. Upon this Moideen C om.ty'a'nd‘ others, with the view of com-

in his ship and g
::‘ui“g ::\ outrage, went up 10 him with sticks and swords and told him tl}at 3 years' wages were.

cried out
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cutters got . into the boat and went to the Island where the gentleman resided. Both on our
way to, and after our arrival at the Island, I heard the other coolies talk among themselves, that
the gentleman had been put to death by Moopen Moideen Cootty. This individual remained
on the Island annoying the lady, and when he had continued there in this manner for 10 or 20
days, Captain Roman came there in his ship from I know not where. All the coolies demanded
their wages from him. He then sent for money from board the ship, and the wife of the de-
ceased gentleman read out our names. We, the men, were paid our wages at the rate of 9£
each ; and at our request, Captain Roman took us on board and landed as at the Kayomkollom
bar. Allthe persons, as well as myself, paid each 4 Rupees ‘as passage money to the Captain.
On our landing at Kayomkollom. I had 8£ in my possession, of which 7 have been expended,
and with the remaining one I have been brought up here. We, who returned in the ship as
above, were altogether 86.in number, 3 of these Were women and the rest men. The above-
pamed 15 persons, who were working on the Island where the gentleman was murdered, being
deducted, the remaining 18 persons who came on board the ship are Aripaatkaren Kanden and
others. I domnot recollect well the names of all of them. .

My Deposition has been read over to me, and is correct.

Signature.
(True Copy.) ; 3
(Signed) E. CULLIN,

Joint Magistrate.

Deposition of Coonjeerian, Christian, son of Ittykella, aged about 20 years, inhabitant ‘of Ari-
paat Kartia Pillay, Mandawattom Vadookel, in Travancore, faken on the 28th January
1857, before the Joint Magistrate of Cochin.

I went to the Mauritius and Six Islands. It isnow about 21 years since (1)I, (2)Chow-
ghantkaren Ahmod, (3)Cochikaren Jonagan Bapoo, (4)Trikonapoyakaren Taddien Velotah
Moideen, (5)Payamallakaren Changaren Nair, residing east of Quilon, (6)Karotah Moideen of
Aleppy: (7)Ismal of Quilon, (8)Jonagan Cochoo Bava of Ernacollom and (9)Ausep a (Christian)
convert, formerly a Poleyen (slave) in all 9 men together with Oorgina of Aleppy, Ootha, Anna
and Maria, in all four women, were embarked from Cochin on board Captain Roman's ship,
by the Kat Syrang (Pilot), on the condition that we should go to Colombo to work as labourers,
and that the men would be paid at the rate of 8 Rupees and the women at 4 Rupees each per
month. The vessel immediately set sail and left the port. It was after the vessel had sailed that

that we would be landed only on the Island called the Six Islands,” and

Island. On ourlanding, there were 18 persons, ‘Chowans, (Teers)

Moplas an 4 others. _ i country. We worked on the Six-Islands for
2} years, during which period, 10 others were brought and landed there, viz., on one ‘occasion
Krishna Nair a native of Northern country, and on another, Coonhamod, Moideen Cootty, Kaleeba
Ayapen, Cochen Nair, Panjee Barrido, Krambar and another, whose name I do not know.
While we were all working together on the Tsland, the Moopen Moideen Cootty, Krishnan Nair,
Velotah Moideen, Krambar, Karoomben, Abdulla, and some others, whose names I do not
know, in all 15 persons, were sent to work on an Island situated to the west of the
Six Islands. On a Saturday, the gentleman, whose mname I donot know, with Veloo
and Velayden, got into a manchee (boat) and went to inspect their work. As the gentle-
man did not return till 5 in the evening, the maistry (butler) sent caffers in a boat to
nake enquirics: They returned at midnight, saying that they did not see the gentleman.
after dawn, the Moopen Moideen Cootty and 14 others came to the Six

who were working there, asked them where the gentleman was, when they re-

plied that he was cut to death. Subsequently, Moopen Moideen Cootty and Krishnan Nair went
to the bungalow where the lady was residing, and taking each a chair, sat on both sides of the
lady, and (hreatened to stab her to death. - We then remained on the Island for a month without
work. By this time Captain Roman arrived in his ship and !anded there. All of us asked the
Captain to pay our wages and take us to and land us at Cochin. The men were then paid at the
rate of O£ and 4 Rupees cach. He told us that if he landed usat Cochin, he would fall into




e —— s aosre g e 808 oo et Py P P AP T A S
P

Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, Tth April 1857

. Pt s S A R S e T PR e
et - o e RS

Deposition-of Moideen Crambary, Hindoo converted to Mahomedanism, labourer, aged 30
' years, inhabitant of Velangat Mooree, Kolashegarom Prewarty, Karonagapilly Mandava-
tom Vadakul, in Travancore Rajah’s Territory, taken before the Joint Magistrate of Cochin,

on the 27th January 1857. ; :
Abont a year and a half ago, the Kat Syrang (Pilot) shipped me on board Captain Reman’s
essel. He did so after telling me that Ishould work as a labourer in the Mauritius for two
vears, and that I would be paid at the rate of 8 Rs. per month with board. Captain Roman also
old me the same. Besides me 9 other coolies were shipped from Cochin. We were landed on
he Six Islands, and made over to a gentleman there, named Monsr. Demier. After we had served
for 6 months, another gentleman, by name Monsr. Hugon came and relieved Monsr. Demier,
who left the Islands. The new gentleman then set us to work. There were 37 menand %
omen from Malabar serving as labourers on the Tsland. 6 men and’ 1 woman got into a boat and
pscaped from the place in consequence of ill-treatment they had received in course of their work.
I heard the crew of Captain Roman's ship say that they were in the Mauritius. While we were
.orking on the Six Islands, Monsr. Hugon sent Moideen Cootty Moopa (headman) and 14
other coolies to work on the four othex Islands situated on the north-west side of the Six Islands.
H'he names of these 15 persons are (1)Chowghautkaren Moideen Cootty Mdopa, (2)Coonhamod,
(3)Moideen Cootty. Kaleeba, (4)Veliangotkaren Krishnan Nair, (5)Alapoyakaren Karotah
foideen, (6) Alapoyakaren Bapoo, Nair tonverted to Mahomedanism, (7)Ernakollotkaren
pandary Abdulla, (8)Ismal, residing near Anjengo, (9)Ernakollotkaren Moideen Chokrah,
IO)ch\enakaren Payah alias Vellotah Krishnan Nair, (11)Trikoonooveyakaren Taddian Moideen,
:as Vellotah Moideen Coonha, (12)Aripatkaren Chowan Karomban, (13)Alapoyakaren Barrido
atoo, (14)Ausep, a Poleyan or slave converted to'Christianity, and (15)myself. Monsr. Hugon
ced to come there every Saturday to inspect our work, and return to the Six Islands the same
v efternoon at 4 o'clock. On the last occasion also he cameona Saturday in a boat at 12
elock . and stood ata distance of 6 denompads (about 54 feet) from the place of work. After
jis he got over and stood on a log of wood lying near the spot where Moopen Moideen Cootty
standing, and told the latter that he should cut down two Jarge trees standing at the working
., and remove the leaves &ec., thgreof +and clear the ground. Afterwards the gentleman, with
» view of returning (to the Six Tslands), walked back. Veliangotkaren Pooten Krishnan Nair
on approached and told him, that Moideen Cootty Moopa was in the habit of beating him most
verely, and ‘{hat in consequence of heavy work, he was very sick. The gentleman then laying
d of o' piece of rope he )md _around his waist, raised his hand to beat Krishnan Nair with it.
_on this the latter held up his hand to ward off the blow with an axe he had with him, and
throwing away the axe on the ground, seized the gentleman over the arms. Immediately
or this, Coonhamod who was examined here to-day, seized and’ pressed the gentleman’s both
.. Thus they two, joining together, put him down. So soon as he had fallen on the ground,
sideen Cooty Moopen laid hold of hishead, and at the same mament Taddian Vellotah Moidecn
orha, and Moideen Cootty Kaleeba beat him with open and clenched hands. Then all the
svementioned five individuals beat him together in the same way. At this time Taddian Vel-
Moideen Coonha inflicted 8 blows with his fist on the right side of the neck, right cheek,
jugular vein. . Upon this the gentleman cried out *Ponjee,” and the said Taddian Vellotah
ideen Coonha observed to him as follows: “When you tied me up to.the wooden post on which
» bell is suspe.ndcd, and inflicted on me 101 lashes, I cried out ¢ Ponjee” a thousand times, but
g did not then listen to me.” Immediatelyafter, I saw Moideen Cootty Moopen goand
, a sword lying at a little distance from the spot, and inflict a cut with it on Monsr. Hugon's
k. So soon as [ saw this T lost my. senses and fell down. When .I recovered my senses 4
ighas (about 1} hours) after, I found myselflying at the cooking place, about a quarter or half
sile distant. It was the coolies aforementioned who had carried and - laid me there. - After I
recovered my senses, I enquired of Karotah Moideen, Bapoo, Pandary Abdulla, Moideen
skrah, and Ocherrakaren Payah Krighnan Nair, about the matter. They then told me that
ideen Cootty Moopen, Coonhamod, Moideen, Cootty Kaleeba, Veliangotkaren Krishnan
r, and Taddian Vellotah Moideen Coonha, joining together, had murdered Monsr. Hugon,
f cut his heel. Idid not then go and see his corpse. After this, at 4 Natighas (about half
7 o'clock) of the night, four caffers came there from the Six Islands in a boat, to meke en-

ries after the gentleman, when Moidesn Cootty Moopenasked them what had induced them to
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karen Karotah Moideen, (8)Ismal, supposed to be of Anjengo, (9)Paya Kiishnan R
Jotah Krishnan Nair, 3 native of the southern country, (10)Emacolathkaren ;u', alias Ve-
dulla, (11)Elookaren Moideen Chokra, (12)Allapoya Batrido, (13)Ausep, a Pole ;:‘dary Ab-
to Christianity, (H)K-roonagapillaykaren Moideen Krambar, a Hindoo f Shoodery converted
Mahomedanism, and (lS)myself, in all 15 persons were sent y+the gentleman t0- :l?n;e;ted to
the west of the Six Islands. We were working there as coolies. Monsieur HUGO‘; s an;i on
y Saturday to inspect the work and return. When the ge: ﬂem::cm ‘0‘
us to the Saturday on which he was said tohave been killedm;
and represented it to him, when he told me, that I should :
the Island further west, where there was millet to be sown and work there. Accordi 8‘; to
went to this Island, where there was @ caffer. with whom 1 worked, On Stnday the dlr:g 1)‘7 I
the gentleman had been murdered, T and the caffer Kittavoo, went to the bungalyow 0 2‘ aSt.er
Islands, when all the Malabar coolies, i. e., those who were working on that Island a: 'eu '\
Moideen Cootty Moopen and the 18 other coolies who were working on the western I’slan; p 2 =
there, I heard from the lady, Monsieur Hugon’s wife and the caffers who were ther : “;m
Moopen Moideen Cootty and the other coolies who were employed on the western Isla.me(’i th a(’;
put Monsieur Hugon to death., Eighteen days after this, Captain Roman's vessel P ad
there. The accounts of the Malabar coolies were then settled. 'The Captain and tl;e la damv?l
the men at the rate of 9 £ and the women, I think at 7 £ each. Afterreceiving our w Z: 23
,mbarked on board Captain Roman's ship and came and landed at Kayamk;ilom, a;gda(,) :::t

know how Moideen Cootty Moopen and others murdered Monsieur Hugon
gon.

My deposition has been €

come to this Island ever
to the Island two weeks previo
was laid up sick of b

ad over tome, and is correct.

Signature.

(True Copy-)
(Signed) E. CULLIN,
Joint M agistrate.

Christian, aged 40 years, etty trade . N -
Bazar, in Waddakanjerry, within the Cochin Rajah's Tl’l‘l’itci‘y, {akc: ;rc’f;::l:tn%l " Pollat‘nl
trate of Cochin, on the 29th January 1857. ' e Joint Magis-
On the #h Chingom 1030 (18th August 1855) and 17 other persons were shipped f

Kalpety in Cochin, on board Captain Roman's vessel, for the purpose o £ being tall:?e rom

Maaritius, 11 of these persons, myself and 10 others, were shipped by Changaren Cl::o to q-xé

the remaining men by a Christian named Coonha. At the very time that we were ;t-l’ e

each of us was paid two months’ wages, 6 Rupees, with a promise of being o e ; _’PPe:o

ship, and Captain Roman told us that after our arrival at the Mauritius we would be = dt g

the rate of 8 Rupees each per month with board, and then gave eI 7 Statf:lu : i.it

months’ Wages, 6 Rupees, t0 each, at the rate of 3 Rupees per month. I was also paid ,t ‘;10
same rate. . After this, Captain Roman took us to an Island called * Six Islands,” End taldt ;
that we should land there. : old us

As we did not attend to it, he beat and landed us th
: b
He then left us to work under a gentleman wh ere by force.

Deposition of Barrido, son of Matoo,

ose name 1 do mnot know. . 1 am only aware of

the names of st of the 18 persons abovementioncd, vizt. (1)Cochoo Coonhan, the name

whose country I know 1oty (2)Karomban, (8)Ramen, and (4)Ausep. 1 do not recollect t}0f

names of the others. We staid on the Six Islands for 2} years. For 6 months we werel ]s
After this, the gentleman (then superintending the work)p\ilu

at the rate of 3 Rupees each.
ed and another gentlemat, whose name also I know not, succeeded him. This nev
5 BW  *

remov

intendent was 1ot in the habit of giving us either pay or food properly. On our aski
udsed to beat us, and thus oppressus much. Six months after (our arrival) Ca ("'g
prought 10 or 20 labourers. These were composed of two or three castes sul:‘hallt
(”op\n) and Chowan (Tean). Among them there were the following wm;xen \"ab
, Korissina and Maria. Among the men, those whose names 1 know "‘,efz.
' (2)Coouhamod, (3)haenally (#)Carotsb Moideen and (5)Vellotah Moi(ieeu le'l
am not however ¢ the name of the country to which these individuals belong, nor ;‘lo I
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Krishnen Nair with a piece of English cable, when Krishnen Nair grappled with the gentle-
they fell down together, the .former above the latter. Moopan Moideen Cootty '
deen Coonjee of Tricoonapoya seized the gentleman, and Moopan Moideen Cootty
with asword he had in his hand, cut the gentleman on the neck. Veloota Moideen Coonj -
also cut the gentleman on thvcck with a knife, and afterwards Moopan Moiden Cootty severed
the head from the body. Seeing this, we all ran up and found the gentleman lying dead. Ka-
j an ayauda cutty or war knife, cut the tendon of theheel. We all went
the ph‘“' After 20 or 25 days, Captain Roman's vessel arrived, and we
We desired that we might be landed at Cochin or at the Mauritius, but he

went on board. :
(Captain Roman) said he could not, but would land us at Kayencollum, and he did so, when each

of us went his way.

man, and
Veloota Moi

Mark of Calatil Moideen Cootty.

(A true translation.)
(Signed) E. CULLIN,

§ Govindo Manon, Sheristadar.
Joint Magistrate.

e

N. B.—After the man had been -seven days in Jail, he expressed a wish to make another

Deposition, and this was taken from him. |
' (Signed) E. CULLIN,

Joint Magistrate,
o :
of Calatil Moideen Cootty alias Caleeba, aged 37 years, of Mangala Umshom

he Betutnad Talook, Mah‘omedan, by profossiona fish-monger, son of Moi-

Joint Mggistrate of Cochin on the 14th February 1857.

_ 'I reside in my Village _in‘_t'ﬁe Betutnad Talook, but I have not been to the Six Islands or
other phct&A I obtain my living by selling fish in my native place. :
I have heard the Deposition read to me,-and it is correct.
’ Mark of Calatil Moideen Cootty.

The Deposition

(A true translation.)
: (Signed) E. CULLIN,
Joint Magistrate.

T. Govindo Manom, Sheristadar.

———

- ORDER THEREOYN, No. 410; dated 7th April 1857.

of the foregeing communication be transmitted to the ‘Government of
letter of 9th March last No. 38 (with enclosure),
orable Company's Solicitor with reference to

No. 49.

Resolved that a copy g com?
1. and of that and of the Acting Magistrate's

to the Government of the Mauritius and the Hon
' _: ous correspondence. .
ey ~ (Signedy T. PYCROFT,

Chief Secretary. -

8 e———

Ordered that the following letters be despatched.
' ., Chief Seeretary to Government of Fort St. George,

50, From T. PYCROFT, _ . .
o the Secretary t© the Government of India; dated the 7th April 1857, No. 411.

Siw, . ,

{ucontinuation of ‘my letter of 20th March 1857, No. 385, T am directed by the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council to transmit, for the information of the Government of

= India, copy ofa further letter, with its enclosures, from the Acting
grih March 185 No.5l. Magistrate of Malabar, forwarding Depositions on- the subject of the
x murder of Mr. Hugon at the Six Islands.

: (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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