


Fort St. George, Judicial Cor sultation, Tth April 1837

-

Read the following Papers.
No. Fro.m W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar; to T. PYCROFT, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, dated Calicut, 20th February 1857
No. 27.
SIR, :

With reference to Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 11th Instant, I have the honor to
<tate that on learning that crimps had been sent from Mahe to secure Coolies for two ships then
lying in harbour there, I issued proclamations warning the people, and offering rewards for the
conviction of the crimps, and the steps taken have had the desired effect.

Several crimps have been convieted and the misled Coolies having their minds disabused of
the false impressions under which they had engaged, have been dismissed to their homes. Other
cases are pending. In the mean time the ships have taken their departure, and quiet seems re-
d. They took off some 96 Coolies.

store

(Signed) W. ROBINSON,
Acting Magistrate.

e

From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq.,
Clief Secretary to Government, J udicial Department, dated Calicut, 27th February 1857,

No. 30.

SIR,

No. 8.

of my letter of the 20th Instant, I have the honor to state that an Emigrant
Ship, ““ the Caprice” is reported to have left Mahé on the 22nd In:tant,
taking, it is believed, about 125 Coolies, by far the greater part of
ped in the Company’s Territories, large rewards having been paid by the

In continuation
95 men registered by the
Police of Muhé ;

whom have been crim
Cooly Agency at Mahé for each Cooly.

The unscrupulous lying and misrepresentation resorted to by these mercenary crimps to
get Coolies, has transpired in several Police enquiries and many friends and relations of young men
seduced away have applied to me, on missing the unfortunate dupes, and hearing that they had
been last seen in company of crimps on their route to Mahé, I have sent several of these repre-
sentations to Mr. Hayes, the Chief of Mahé, and have received courteous and kind replies, but
in no instance has a man crossed the border again who had been applied for.

I have &ec.
(Signed) W. ROBINSON,
Acting Magistrate.

o)

~e

No. 9. ORDER THEREON, No. 383 ; dated 1st April 1857.

In the first of the letters above recorded, the Acting Magistrate of Malabar states that
ad been sent from Mahé to secure Coolies for two ships then lying in
harbour there, he issued proclamations warning the people, and offering rewards for the convic-
tion of the erimps and that the steps taken had had the desired effect. Several crimps have been
convicted and the misled Coolies having their minds disabused of the false impressions under
which they had engaged, have been dismissed to their homes. Other cases are pending. In the
mean time the ships have taken their departure, and quiet seems restored. They took off some

96 Coolies.
9. Tn his second le

on learning that crimps h

2, tter however wiitten a week after his first, Mr. Robinson gives a far
less satisfactory account. He reports that the * Caprice” is stated to have left Mahé on the 22d
Instant, taking, it is believed, about 125 Coolies, by far the greater part of whom have been
crimped in the Company’s Territories, large rewards having been paid by the Cooly Agency at
Mahé for each Cooly. T he unscrupulous misrepresentation resorted to by these mercenary

n several Police enquiries, and many friends and relations

crimps to get Coolies, has transpired i
of young men seduced away have applied to the Acting Magistrate on missing the unfortunate

dupes, and hearing that they had been last seen in company of crimps on their route to Mahé
The Magistrate has sent several of these representations to Mr. Hayes, the Chief of Mahé, and
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To Government of India, the former papers regardi

1ith Feb
vy p:n i 1857, No. appears to have adopted

ed. He will continue to i .
- A 3 use . . 3
to incur any expense that "—he uhno.at. exertions to put down the fully approv-
it necessary, entertai may he requisite for obtaining inf. ¢ traffic, and he is authorised
Maht and the somntey ooy oy SEEA Eetablishmant for tion. He may also, if he finds
try around that Settlement, reporting the ex}') e::“h”e h]g ﬂlle roads leading into
' ereafter for sanction,
Forei x o ears b : 18
reZi?ng:dCtﬁor:es should as far as possible be y een eifort:ld from Malabar for service in
PRI e terms held out to induce them to engage the i well as the propartion that have
cted, and that which they actually served, and the tr:ea ime for which they originally con-

formation it will no doubt be difficult to obtain tment which they rececived. Such in-
g

from the relatives or friends of such emigrants P&Ttic]:l‘llz:rse:sd::v:l:lr-s should be made to procure
elr names,

place of embarkation, and whether they h date of departure,
4 - y aw:e or have not returned . >
W::l;etmf:’gi if any, on. assurance that their disclosures could not ;0 fne: m wlfg id
i f}:‘o ably -not object to state the circumstances under which fhente to ﬁmf prejudice,
=y :mkz promllses made to them and how far they were redeemed theey C:lem mdueed. to quit

ed would be useful both as illustrative of th b o e
hayve not retnrned and as furnishing clues towards checkin:; theet};:f)i?: Gl e

5. Ona f ion i . oy
A o itoi?:rfsiiﬁlﬁa?,:i?'zf “;}Imn crll:lnpmg was in full activity in the District of
x 2 > 7 of the public servant :
St::tl;%is“spz.céon ;f being concerned in the contraband trac;: anl(i f: I:gtOf rl:lgl;lmnk . g
Eome o‘;fi Ife M(::l) 11:33 f;&)m. Mahé co.uld have occurred without similar COIIIJI h'cait " thta}tl i
o s R 1;3 ar dastgve Officials. The Magistrate should caution theﬁx ng:: (tm 1 50 g
acts, and should warn them that any delinquency of the kind if establ?hzzd v
1shed against

W Ot on to t mos i 1 allow 3 ]lt 10
’ : rous a 1€ law 8
permanent excluslon from the Public Service -

6. This extract will al
4 so be communicated :
Biath Avest 2ol Tert : ated to the Magistrates of Can :
Bessieer oy inan{)c;‘r(e; anlz'i they will be called upon to state whether tlfem’ }Ix{aJathDdry,
A Districtspal 51 if 00 1;5 for exportation to Foreign Colonies is carried z :Vc e e
’ s0, what are the particulars th n to any extent
they have taken for re i particulars that have come to their noti
quiry ordered b Sreg the traffic. They will also institute for thei i:)e'am.l he stffps
; above in para. 4 for Malabar, and report the result B

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Ordered that the following letter be dispatched

‘.\ . . m I I Y( IlOE I Esq. C e ecretar y 0 (& (;()\’('r g
[0} 10 FIO . s ) ) hl f S Ccr t ;£ th ]ge
to t Ile E;ec] etar ’ to the G overnment Of Indla) (la t(«d dle lst I‘i I)I ll l85; ) NU. (\8,4'- .

In continuation of my letter under date 11th February last, No. 182

by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council to forward for submi g 4 S0 e
) miss1

i 5 on to the Right Honor-
1 o SO0h Rilary L7 Mom A0 K3 able the Governor General in Council, the accimpanyi‘::g

two further letters from t i i
From the first of these the Government were led t(:)n}lw;: It&]::tnﬁihbchgfuaie o: L;[;:la:u‘
xport o bar

Coolies f) Mahe ) ;
HeeR, :'1(::: j\tIthc 'tl(1> ic French Colonies was abating, but Mr. Robinson’
itiss e - a's
o ol (t; m. full actxxxE). There appears little reason to expe :eclond PR
vill be placed on it, by the French authorities. Mr. Robinson hol ct that any effectual
wever appears to have
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adopted all the means in his power for the repression of the practices which he reports, and his

proceedings have been fully approved. He has been ordered to continue his utmost exertions to
ized to incur any expense that may be requisite for

put down the traffic, and has been authori
obtaining information, as also, if he finds it necessary, to entertain any temporary extra Establish-

ment, for watching the roads leading into Mahe and the country around that settlement.
8. It has appeared to this Government to be very desirable that the extent to which

laborers have of late years been exported from Mahé or from any other ports on the Coasts of
should as far as possible be ascertained, as well as the pro-

India for service in Foreign Colonies,
1d out to induce them to engage, the time for which they

portion that have returned, the terms he
originally contracted, and that which they actually served, and the treatment which they received.

Such information will no doubt be difficult to obtain, but the Magistrates of the Districts in the
vicinity of Foreign Settlements, Malabar, Canara, Rajahmundry, South Arcot and Tanjore
have been directed to procure as far as they are able from the relations or friends of such
emigrants particulars as to their names, date of departure, place of embarkation, and whether
they have, or have not returned to India. Those who may have returned, if any, on assurance that
their disclosures could not operate to their prejudice, would probably not object to state to the

‘Magistrates, the circumstances under which they were induced to quit India, the promises made
to them, and how far they were redeemed, the Colony to which they were taken, employment,
and treatment there, f the return. The information thus obtained, will

with the circumstances o
be useful both, as illustrative of the probable fate of the Coolies who have not returned and as
furnishing clues towards checking the traffic.

4, On a former occasion in 1851, 1852, when crimping was in full activity in the District
: of South Arcot, it was found that many of the public
To Secy. to Govt. of Iua:’ 11;:11: A{;lg]{ }%2} servants and some of high rank lay under strong suspicion
13th Sept. 1852 of heing concerned in the contraband trade. It is not pro-
d have occurred without similar complicity

The Magistrate has therefore been instruct-

» N ”
» » »” ”

bable that the exportation of coolies from Mahé coul
on the part of some of the Malabar Native Officials.
ed to caution his servants not to lend themselves to such acts, and to warn them that any delin-

quency of the kind if established against them will subject them, not only to the most rigorous
punishment that the law allows but to permanent exclusion from the public service.
Canara, and of the Districts above enume-

5. The Magistrates of the adj oining District of
rated in para: 3, have also been called upon to state whether they have reason to believe that
crimping of Coolies for exportation to Foreign Colonies is carried on to any extent in their
Districts, and if so, what are the particulars that have come to their notice, and what steps they

have taken for repressing the traffic.

6. In reporting these proceedings, T am however instructed to express the conviction of
this Government that such practices will never be effectually put down unless by some under-
standing with the French Government, whereby the exportation of Coolies for their Colonies
should be legalized under such arrangements between the two nations, as will afford the emigrant
to the French, the same protection which is now afforded

From Secy. tothe Govt. ofhdia,gt;lt;;%ig: :ggg: to the emigrant to British Colonies. This question, it

To L
From , o };& &ctf- }ggi is observed, has already formed the subject of correspond-
Lt % ay 1854 e between the Supreme and the Madras Government,

ng date 19th May 1854

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chaef Secretary.

the last letter from the Government of Madras beari
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