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Fort wdicial Consultation, Tth mel 1857.

Read the following Rapers.
No. 8. From J. D. SIM, Esq., Acting Secretary to
BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government,
December 1856, No. 4406.

the Board of Revenue; to J. D.
Revenue Departmen'ﬂeited 22nd

SIR,

From %anjam .-?én; in Cons. 11‘;?}11 Stpril Lss.gg Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt of
From Vizagapatam ..or in uns . v
From Rajaﬁt:nnndry..lhh in 26th . 1856 E{t}"act Minutes of (Eo?sultatlon 8th December
From Masulipatam .22nd Septr. in 20th Decr 1856 1855, No. 922, Judicial Department, desiring
From Guntoor......-29rd _in 29th Feby. 1856 hat i g :
From Nellore. .« ..‘25:}1‘1 ﬁpr}ll in chJu{y 1556 that information may be obtained from the
Trom Cuddapah......11 pril in 4th July 1856 .
From Dellary “gth May in bl gy several Collectors OI.l the characto:ar and working
J13th May in . ]quit guly ;853 of the Courts of Village Moonsiff in their res-
&th June 185 . )
18th March 1856 pective Districts. The several Collectors were

4th Decr. 1856 agcordingly addressed by Circular, and their re-

19th Jany. 1856 i 1 X
30th Jany. 1856  Plies are herewith submitted.

992nd Jany. 1856 . 3
28th Jany. 1856 9, Tt isonly during the last few years that

From Madura
21st July 1856 apticular attention has been given by the con-

From Tinnevelly..

From Coimbatore..27th May i : 4th June 1856 1 oy
From Salem.......16th 24th Octr. 1856 trolling local authorities to this class of Tribu-

From Canara 26th Feby. in 7th March 1856 s 3
From Malabar ....12th Sept. in 91st Octr, 1856 nals In the Northern Circars.* In Ganjam the
Acting Collector and Agent, Mr. Knox has been recently instructing the Village Moonsiffs as

to the duties required of them, and the return of cases for 1855 together

- Ganjam, Vizagapatam ¢ 2 "oy . o
I;:ghmundry,mgmpasnli- with January 18356 exhibits 57 cases, of which 30 were decided on their
It is clear however that this class of

patam Guntoor, merits. This is a mere beginning.
Officers are not altogether inactive in this District; they settle disputes, Mr. Knox states (para.
5), “as members of the village or caste Punchayets;” and it is probable, the Board think, that
where the incumbents carry personal weight, they are required by the village community to act
in their individual capacity asis generally the case elsewhere. In Vizagapatam in the plains
where the members of villages cannot adjust their differences among themselves, they resort to '
} the- District Moonsiffs, ‘An immense amount” Mr. Smollett, the
Note. Tt is not clear whether PR . :
the Village or the District Collector and Agent observes, “of petty litigation in the Moonsiffs’
xggzsi’ffi S";:;;ﬂ%;; :1'11; Courts is settled by arbitmtiorx' and With.drawal. Much of this arbitra-
former, If the latter, it tion is conducted by the Moonsiffs and Village Officers.” Mr. Smollett
?&:gfcs‘: f:iﬁgm;v:}f\e?: ?,? adds, “in this District no cases are regularly tried and decided by the
%’:ur:sDéffgiecrtzh?XO;:riﬁ;t I\I°f’n§iﬁ'~‘{, e do the people she\.v any apparent desire to submit to
. their jurisdiction except when offered in the way of mediation.” In
the Hill Zemindaries petty Civil disputes in villages are mostly adjusted by the Zemindars or
their Dewans. In Rajahmundry the returns of cases instituted before the Village Moonsiffs are
exhibited in the Collector’s letter for 8 years, viz., 1852, 1853 and 1854. The average number
instituted is 294, the average adjustments annually are 88 on their merits, 111 by Rajeenamahs,
and 117 dismissed. The cases are confined almost entirely, the Collector states, to the larger
towns. In like manner Regulation IV of 1816 is in operation only in the principal towns of
Masulipatam. Of 323 cases settled by Village Moonsiffs, ir‘ that District during 1855, 288 cases
appertain to the large towns of Bunder, Ellore, Bezoara and Condapillay. The Acting Col-
ector of Masulipatam shews (para. 3) that the number of Suits below 10 Rupees disposed of by
istrict Moonsiffs during the same period was 415, and he considers the larger number of cases
Lefore the last mentioned tribunals as indicative of the low estimation in which persons hold-
ing the Office of Village Moonsiff are held by the people.” From the returrs presented by the
Acting Collector, the Board would not draw this inference. Those returns shew thatine Regu-
Jation is chiefly in operation in four towns only, and that though thus restricted in its action as
to area, the cases disposed of within those limits do not very materially fall short of those settled
by District Moonsiffs for the whole District. The quality of the adjustments by the two tribu-
: nals must also be borne in mind. If, as observed by Government, set-
Fxiract Minutes Consulta- Tr A PR sy SaE Y ‘ ;
tion under teply, pare. 4, tlement by mediation 18 beneficial, it wﬂl\dp ear that the Village tribu-
towards the end, nals in Masulipatam exercise a more healthy action in this respect than
the Courts of the District Moonsiffs; for out of 323 cases in the former, 183 were settled by
Rajeenamahs, while in the latter 40 cases only out of 415 were adjusted in that way. InGuntoor,
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through the exertions of the late Collector, Mr. Stokes, by means of an all

Note. The civil returns for deducted from the Moonsiff's P ; allowance of 12 Rupees

B e s triflins : nsiff’s uttah sist, and the distributi
Acting Collector, ing cost to the parties, of a manual of instruction ‘;“: s
eri na 1vi : ¥ s recardi

Sk S ?mm] a.nd. civil duties required, the powers of the Di B t}}G

en more fully exercised than in the other Circars. In the year 1855, th Ry g

» the number of cases

st disposed of was 231 on the criminal side, and 759 in 1854, on the civil
) > CIVll.

Rajeenamah Of th . .
s < = L . e o
Delc),?ed chdle of civil cases instituted in 1852, was 1,293, and in 1 8? The number
efendant’ : . A ’ and 1 i *
Bajecnamu:x. o 91 The falling off in 1854, is supposed to be ,owi to th s ik
——  of the season. ng to the great scarcity

437

3. With the excepti

5 : ption of portion ;

some extent of Guntoor, the Village Moonsiffs receive but l?ttle orsnOOfr:naJahm:ndl’y Iz;nd to
uneration. Even on

the present scanty footing of the Office as to emolum ?
is pe.rformed by the incumbents generally, though aezxti;ua ‘;e:l);izzn;(ierable- amouikak. Wi
Eﬁisl?‘l returns. ¢ The QBice ltself,'" the Acting Collector of Guntoor yb of it appearsin the
eld in respect by the natives, especially where the incumbents are observes, ¢ seems to be
substance. Inother instances again where the Office has hereditaril man of respectability and
or wealthy persons, it has not perhaps held the same position, the he J £aSsed to less influential
ing as a check to securing more efficient individuals.” The’ im or:: e s
by the large amount of adjustments effected by mediation in the é)Ourtn?e of .the office is shewn
the C(?llector of Rajahmundry and the Acting Collector of Guntoor et Vlzagap.atam, Both
jche Village Moonsiffs from the advice and influence of the Curnums .men’(clmn a4 md.derived by
is apparent in many instances, there are cases where the Moonsiff acm’ 'flnd though this influence
lectfor of Rajahmundry mentions instances of the latter deseription a dmdePeIldently. The Cak-
believe that where the Moonsiffs are tolerabiy intelligent and res e:; da .ds’ & I.have reason to
exe.rt beneficially the influence which they undoubtedly possesIs) iy iy .the village, they do
their disputes amicably, instead of carrying them before the Courts 1,? inducing parties to settle

4. The great desiderata for an efficient discharge of the duties of Vi
e.stima.tion of the authorities generally in the Circars are liberal allow 0 111agf’- Moonsiff in the
tional attainments. Lducation is making marked progress, and w_?{lces an.d improved educa-
defects ; meanwhile it is seen that there are many who are ’ca abl 3 fspe.ech]y remove present
efficiently, and there is no doubt that the number will be increasIt)ed be c;,1:1; dls?harging their duties
Sl Rt G ot the part of Collectors and by the d.istributioxz of : ’::1011 to th_e subjec.t on
t‘l’\:rnm‘;iasf:; :g:; thef as pur‘sued by Mr. Stokes in Guntoor, and asis in anual of instructions,
being printed to be oureee  ment in Rajahmundry by Mr. Purvis, the Cd%)rog'l'ess of accomplish-
fg ;‘ﬁ Jllflyiﬁg; Officers Here.ditary sucecession to this office is considered be(:tor of that District.
S L i vl w;cﬁrsglrr; dtt‘xZHercars as a barrier to efficiency ; but gns:x?; of ditll;e Collec-
; - y cease, as a knowledge of what is Impediment, the
Ofﬁce?s is generally diffused and by the selection of COmpetDent ers required from village
ﬂle Village and Village Moonsiff, when the party next to succezd ixclmt;to fill t}.;e post of Head of
It shonlfl, they think, be borne in mind that personal influence is f edheredltary. line is unfit.
descent in claims to authority in the village, and the Regulation r(:m : to outweigh hereditary
more than one head man under whatever designation, that person shallqlilzze:;}‘::; Whe‘lif ity
as village head,

Rogulations TV of 1816, Sec- under whose authority the village servants i

2 5 aet. Itis ne

tion 1L that, with increased attention to the instruction I:)(;'t lt;}el)'( :iherefore
e individuals

themselves as to their duties, and to suitable selections to office, family claims will
s will operate with

inconvenience.

Nellore. 5. Little is said of the a 1k

in the lfe}ﬂ}' of the Collector of Nellore, though Prosz‘;?}l’ :V}?elll; gegionfled 'by heads. of . villages
where, with advantage to the village commﬁnity. The remuner:t' PO g
sm'c'\ll and is in land. It is shared by the other head inhabitants w}I:'ml; R
which should be otherwise enjoyed by the actual incumbents. ’Vie lacd .reduces ey
cations of the Moonsiffs are considered defective, but the Colle:':)' e mi:SS o qua]iﬁ'-
wanting individuals who areraised above the rest in intelligence zmdl s?lys i " ey
a very beneficial influence upon their fellow villagers.” : i e v o

B R e s e f |
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6. The working of the village tribunals in its main features in
g:mah. Bellary and Cuddapah is very similar to what hasbeen already described
Farnool. above. The Collector of Bellary states (para. 5) that there, are no

doubt many money disputes between Ryot and Ryot, and also between Merchant and Ryot,
settled by the intervention of the Village Moonsiff, and by Punchayet, but that the establish-
ment of the District Moonsiff’s Courts has drawn many such suits, which would otherwise have

to the District Courts,” which, it is added, ‘‘are come to be looked

been disposed of in this ways
upon as the proper trjbnnals,for adjusting all suits for money.” The average number of suits
below 10 Rupees, properly adjudicable by the Village Moonsifls but brought into the Courts of

the District Moonsiffs in Bellary is 777, of which 55 belong to the town of Bellary, Itis rarely
that more than 1 or 2:cases come from the same village, and as there are 2,758 villages in the
District, not including hamlets, it is to be inferred that thereis either no litigation in about

2,000 villages, more than 2ds of the District, or that it passes through the hands of the Village

Moonsiffs. Mr. Pelly seems to infer (para. 11) that as the tendency of the District Moonsiffs’

Courts is to draw away suits from the village tribunals, there is little for the latter to do ; but
this view, except as it regards those localities where suits are thus brought before the District
Moonsiffs, is inconsistent with Mr. Pelly’s remarks in para. 5 of his letter, already noticed, and
with the fact that the litigation below 10 Rupees of about %ds of the District does not appear
on the returns of the Distriet Moonsiff's Courts. Excepting suits for money, disputes generally,
st is stated, (para ) are brought with much benefit to all concerned, to the Village Moonsiffs for
settlement or are referred to the arbitration of parties, or are adjusted by the constituted Reve-
nue authorities. “For a Ryot” M. Pelly observes, * to carry his disputes (unless it be for

debt) to the Civil Courts is a very rare occurrence in Bellary.”
Dread of responsibility_ to the Courts is stated (para. 6) to be one cause in Bellary, of the

absence of formal adjudication as required by the Regulation.
The emolumentst attached to the office in both Bellary and Cud-
+ These arein lands and fees, . : .
o oy the former. > dapah thopgh une.qual, is on jche whole liberal, but‘ are l?st in a great
measure to the incumbentsin consequence of their being shared by

others. Inboth Districts hereditary tenure is considered a barrier to efficiency. The ability to
n the Ceded Districts but in the Circars and in Nellore, is confined to

read and write, not only i
a comparatively small number of the Village Moonsiffs. This deficiency creates a dependence on

the village Curnum when reading and writing are required, but does not affect the position and
authority of the heads of villages in other respects. They are not wanting in intelligence and in

those qualities which impart to them influence over others. Many of them,
From Collector of Cuddapah.  the Collector of Cuddapah observes, are wealthy and deal largely in

para. 4. :
grain, &e.

With'a subsequent letter, dated 13th May 1856, No. 54, Mr. Pelly fo&rds copies of
letters of former Collectors of Bellary bearing on the present question.
I"lgé“s“l”ﬁ“' 215t July  QOpe of these, Mr. Campbell, an Officer of much experience, considered
) the Law defective in allowing District Moonsiffs to take up suits pro-

by Village Moonsiffs, except as appeals. He regarded the
decisions of village Heads as more just than those of District Moonsiffs, and that Plaintiffs resort-
ed to the Courts of the latter only as more harrassing to those against whom they had claims,
or as more likely to admit exorbitant charges or fraudulent accounts than the former. Copy of
Mr. Chaplin’s letter in 1818 to the Commissioners for the revision of the J udicial system is also
forwarded by Mr. Pelly ; but that paper does not call for remark further than the passing observa-
tion that there is a general correspondence in sentiment in regard to the office of Village Moon-
eding Collectors. This office, Mr. Chaplin thought, could

& ff between Mr. Chaplin and succe
much vitality in the presence of a District Court presided over by a well paid Stipendary

not retain
ng Agent in Kurnool does not call for remark.

Officer. The reply of the Officiati
8. Inthe Southern Districts the most remarkable feature is the constitution of the office in
certain large towns, which will be more fully noticed in the course ‘of

ts much that has been already said will be

-_~1

perly adjudicable in the first instance

Sﬁl‘:ﬁf‘”‘ - this review ; in other respec

North Arcot. found to apply to those Districts also. The heads of Villages in Salem
i:ﬁ;gr:.mt' ave stated possess on the whole a fair measure of intelligence, and the
Triehinopoly, Office is respected. In the two Balaghaut Talooks they are more

Madura.
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Tinnevelly. f
Cuimbaw{'e. ;;ealtl?y gzan in other parts of the District and a ]
em in s a .
i e S s bose twa Talooks are able to read and ATger proportion of
of the Baramahl, from th um; but the Curnums of the 2 Balaghaut TWnte, Generally they
N ")VIOIS }e{ power ;}i}’ possessed under the Native Gov alooks as well as those
er the Iuyots. . Brett, the Coll ernments, are sta
ditary tenure. : : » the Collector of Salem . ted to have
readyor wrirf I{- }lls 1llsuall'y allowed in that District, thoush th . n°_t1°es the effects of here-
< It would be.b d ; 1'0 5 lanIluence possessed by the individual ise -da";am may be unable to
o e bad policy,” Mr. Brett observes ( viewed as primarily i
> ¥ % y para. 8) ¢ t, - P man]}' importan
E}tlathgxcatl-on YVhICh property, social position and ofﬁc)ial :u:}it a.Slde, it momeﬁxt tht ;
ar; e tlzn:h is St hand when another kind of fitness may b dorlty confer, though it S’eeme
yortions o strict it 1 e " S
ihe Revenue suti:: n; ttlllt ot stated (para. 9) that the Moonsiffs h:!:anded. : el Zemindary
village » notwith t‘ (21' ¢ I‘;ﬂlage are confined to a separate class ofe no official emoluments as
- withs : ) as
dita;gy ‘,v e vacanafx ing this disadvantage, the office is held in e agents unconnected with the
Mzr. Brett does no(’élizssci(:lur. thThe office 1 yalasd irrespective of tllt:atmn and is claimed as here-
it l;e-rl at a mere augmentation of emolumen: salary attached to it, and
the oFﬁc; is an object : = ler.d.egree of efficiency. The Collect % other things remaining
cumbients eﬂic‘ien)gec ’I?h coRmpetm.on, but considers that education 0? of North Arcot states tha{;
e : Cudde y egulation under consideration is in operli_nec(.as,s;lry to make the ip
e tﬁe nu.;nber afore., C-hellumbrum, Villapooram and Ch:nlon in four towns only o;'
o - li) suits in 1853 and 1854 was 327 and 368 gee, but chiefly in Cudd
', QOES Wk x . a-
seems 0 :chink r:;atsif: off;‘vo{abl{i oé‘ the qualifications of the Villag:els\iectwely « Mr. Hall, the
ce is chiefly desired on oonsiffs in o
authority confers. : _on account of th general, and
T asyregar g;‘Sfoninl’I_‘anJ ore th.e persons holding this office are 5 :ulfonse‘.luence which 1,)01ic "
g observe: ;?:izt.lgj.non :.s'required by the Regulation instantml class, but inactive
s 1r time being fully Bt » In consequence, M ’
being small.” The we Sy upied otherwise ice, Mr. Forbes
= ﬁl o inactivﬁ;twant '1(‘):1‘ a writer to Leel') the file and of peons to seern:g of their remuneratim;
o ek Y- : (f towns of Tanjore, Combaconum and N rocesses is also consdered
ns to the ::Ltmc;1 dgscnptlon. In the two first mentioned totyn etbc;lapatam are however exe
er mensem att . S a3 Xcep-
feui e aT hac e -to tge office, and the incumbents are men of h.ele Isa salary of Rg fo
y lgs : : ese stipen X #5o of recent sanction, and the resul igh respectability and‘ :
n 1855 the-number of suits instituted before the Town M e have been very satisf s
617 were disposed of. In Combaconum, notwithstandin oonsiff of Tanjore v isfactory.,

o . . 45 667, of whic
S e Dt Sl o o e e R
Establishment been allowid. ';11:16 (ﬁk:)(:::isf;' 3f/:[ ;?:gsif;k tWOUld have bee; i;lolg‘:l:;‘;c: hout, of cﬁG(;

; atam enjo ul had a

F"l’gf} fogf,’:ngf,"t’ Stk Tt E;“;ivie‘i‘\?::n:i?o ;:a;(‘as .in the fouer)(r)i’:)l?slyhtll eh::; sthomary allow:?::fltt
) - sl B g ;’1’.17‘2': i a}?poi.nted on the uraezid Om.ce' The
Trichinopoly, 659 appertain to the town of Trichino s:)lllts e LI V?nﬂ :Il)\l/;hcati'on =
cases b.elong to.certain villages of the Talooks of C(E)nai; n'i\ 28? to Seringham, g’rh OOHSI.ﬂ. e
Moon51.ﬁ' of Tr1chirxopo'ly is a salaried Officer, receiving R,u :l'nore arp:iile':!lmuing
;)(i)‘ bSee:;:glliatha‘lis? rece11v1es a fixed stipend, viz. Rupees 7 Pel?x::n:‘(e) Per mensem. The M'()o;m,l;
s WouldPuP‘;o];Olz:e dej t:}:'ea;i .Of education are great, My, Bir:ln .thAlthough the advanta:es
B i o y claims on aCcou.nt of the weight the S Collector of Trichino-
ge eir mediation, 1tis stated, is acceptable to the partieg Possessing them, hao
ve

‘thus arrested from goi com i
going to the regular Courts. Ommunity, and disputes a
re

The Village Moonsiffs’ i .
AR ow%ng M:szrkgfu;s 1(131 1Ma.dura.‘, as in the foregoing Distri
of the persons hold’in oiﬁ::e th, i _St'ates, Yol to. the su s Sty generall
§ addod Wi cho. e Sk of their uprightness, Lo o incfliciency
ed to submit cases for his disposa;:. IZ aaslpzzzlsvszlzdt Iilntelligem: man, nZ' imﬁ; soﬁ_a:y Instances, 1):;
; p A e operati sition j ibi
:z :}i?:igle:f“ ;\f.[ };ffi cz:vs;s during 10 months, of whichpmo:leont}(:f ha Regulation ilss z:r}:;‘xblt-
: » When the Cutwal has held for some an a half or 855 eas s
gives apparently general satxsf:ac.tion. The inactivity of the {fﬁrs the Moonsiff's gy, n:’dbelong
;ictn(t;ed t% a dread hti)f responfabxlity. They are stated to receiifeage. Moonsiffs is in som‘; d He
ependent on his authority. Many disputes, which would Oth:;ifrors the Comiug b:tg:e
15¢ be taken to the Court:

" of Madura. In the Zemindary portion of the District the

~ of correction by ordinary means,

.................................................................... oo
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e settled by the Village Moonsiffs in concert with the chief inhabitants: = It has
been customary in Madura of late years to set aside hereditary descent where the Claimant is
unable to read ; but persons s0 appointed are too often, it appears, the tools of the Hoozoor and
Talook servants. Mr. Parker would recognize family claims to succession with the liberty of

setting it aside temporarily, or even. permanently, when thereis no member of the family, to

whom the office can be entrusted. The foregoing remarks apply to the Government Talooks
headship of villages is designated the

he persons holding it seem to occupy a much inferior position to those

Umbalum Meerassy, and t
in the Government Talooks. ‘The emoluments, which consist of fees in kind, are much subdivided,

eat deal of the time of the public Officers is taken up in investigating the claims of

and a gr
charers. ‘To such an extent has subdivision and alienation of the emoluments of the office

: " Ty been carried that the Zeminda themselves possess Umbalums and in
Ramnad and Shevagunga. L s ’ 4 .
i some instances the Curnum’s Meerass. It would be a great benefit to

the two Zemindaries, Mr Parker observes, if the Umbalums could be abolished, and the emolu~

iments distributed among a suitable number of selected individuals. Some endeavours have been
f great magnitude, incapable

made to prevent further subdivision, but the evil is stated tobe o

itis tho'ught' ar

The average number of suits decided by the Village Moousiffs in Tinnevelly during the last
1 to other Districts, the cases are confined to

6 years is 400; but, as already noticed in regaxc
siffs are respected by the people, and the office

certain villages only. Clever and competent Moo
is held in high estimation. Succession to it is regulated by the wishes of the village community,
who are required to select a person to fill the office on a vacancy oceurring, subject to the confir-

mation of the Collector and Magistrate. The selection does not appear to be necessarily confined
to those ordinarily designated heads of the village and enjoying the emo-

From Collector, pare. O Juments as such. The Village Moonsiffs, it is stated, settle many disputes
amicably and prevent parties resorting to the Civil Courts or Magistracy,

Frﬁ:d%“b'c‘mm"'» paras. 1 ¢ the same time they are said to be anxious to avoid trouble, and are
) E ignorant of their own power and of the means of enforcing it. Mr. Sil-

ver, the Collector of Tinnevelly, traces the inactivity of these village Courts in some degree to
their not having power to execute their own decrees and also to the inability of the Curnum to
, « give the Moonsiffs the full assistance required by the Regulations. Both

sef;& gégxlx\} Vl'sﬂi\'(l;.1 XXXL )y, Silverand Mr. Levinge, the Sub-Collector consider that the independ-
S 4 ence of the Village Moonsiffs is affected by the authority exercised by

the Talook Establishments. The last mentioned Ofiicer considers that © the Metoo Peons should
not, be allowed to interfere or take the initiative as at present, or consider themselves as inde-
pendent of the Village Moonsiffs, but should be entirely subordinate to them. They should not
be harassed by being unnecessarily called upon for their evidence by Heads of Police.” Mu.
t the powers of Village Moonsiffs, as Officers of Police, may be en-

Levinge-is also of opinion tha A
larged so as to embrace nuisances and minor offences which do not at present fall under tieir

cognizance. Salary is not considered necessary.

atore many cases are decided which are not officially recorded. The fear of respon-

In Coimba
sibility seems to be generally felt in this District.

9. The constitution of the office as exercised in the large towns of Trichinopoly, Tanjore,
d by the Collectors of South Axcot, Tanjore, Trichinopoly and

Combaconum and Madura is notice

Madura, and the remarks of those Officers call for consideration. The Collector of South Arcot

observes ¢ if a charge is in contemplation, I think it is worthy of consideration, whether it would
ther class of Moonsiffs intermediately between the

not be a good arrangement to establish ano
District and the village ones with extended powers, and with asuitable salary attached  to their

offices, and with a range of several villages combined, placed under their respective jurisdic-
tions.” The Collector of Tanjore considers the appointment of intelligent men with suitable
salaries in the large towns would be an immense boon to the people. He notices (para. - 4) the

eat desire evinced by the inhabitants in the Government limits of Tanjore for a town Moonsiff
which led to the appointment being made, and he recommends that a similar arrangement may be
made in 20 other large towns which he enumerates. The Collector of Trichinopoly submits vthat,

t

e g

.
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the results gained in that District in the towns of TrichinopO?y

, - Bird would place a paid
fa.vollI'.Of tgelzs(:‘f:sne.rv::,h;leed not be lafge; frgm Rupees 7 to Ru
e ‘Sufpillh,at District. The Collector of Madura remarks that «
;}mp:le v(;na es, 8o as to render the office worth the
‘;o:e a heaiy charge on Government,.

uggest that partje
trically situated, should be selected, and the juricd:
cen

10. * Canara and Malabar 4
e ticed. In the former'the office
g | some Talooks, but not so in o
that rightly administered it is a great boon to the community,
ML' thr are deserving of particular notice. My, Clarke,
: f dc::ses filed and disposed of, from which it appears that
0 -
the Village Moonsiffs of that Province.

re the only Districts

s said to be held in
thers,

remaining to he ho-

high éstimatign in
All however coneur” i

The remarks
the Acting C‘ollector, submits a tahe
about 1,200 gyjts are anmually sett]eq by
The Regulation is Perhaps mope generally iy Operation
though unequally in the gey « The table ap-
the work that might come i i %
rocedure required tq be observeq by the Reguhﬁon ami
take any pains to acquire such knowledge, Others c?mplam tha.t the expenges to which they
would beput for stationery woul(.l abs.orb muf:h of thfelr s’?lal:y, while a]] disli.ke, ot "sre i
ved by, the forms and method * required in the et ofeaite ot he class of landholder in Malabar
from whom the Moonsiffs are chosen, are far superior in mtelhgen@, influence, Position ang character
Hatt B 20008 Diityidte; many smtia.re .settled by t‘l:e. Moonsiffs ang other influentiy] inhabitants
AR N P Arblt.ratlon 1t 1s observed  is mycl resorted to by Natives, and iy
when all means of private‘adjustment have beep ex

hausteq that the Cour
course to by respectable parties ; relatives are first @Pplied to, then the village

Few are acquainted with the course of P

deration and esteem amgp
of the public servants of the Courts or Cutchen'y,

ment, then the Police is appli'ed to and, as g ?zst resource v : the Sul,
Collector, instances the Moonsiff of Co.ndatty » 2 Mopla, ang the Moonsjg ;f Pany ir:
Valuvanaad, a Nair, as ol o f"l?o habl'tua]ly use the powers accordeq by the
also notices the fact that the 1nd1v1dual‘s in Malal-)ar .who are called, oy ought tg b, 80, to the off
of Village Moonsiff, differ from t}}ose. m.ot.hel: Districts, thasmuch as the formey are r:len of eon e
derable landed property and'exercxse Jurxsdlctx.on OVer a more extended arey_ e office, jt i, 1:1-
ed, is not sufficiently appreciated by the Tahsildars and othey Native officialg, s stat-
chlanteet oy employment in the Talook Cyt,

iti 4 s is.' Fecommendeq by the Tahsi(l)(lll;intl::;l?tmeri
generally there isa disposition among the natiye P.\lbhc Servants 1o gy, B e o oﬁi' ;.ml(
zn low pay. . Mr. Collett properly dep‘"?cates t}}ls Co_nduct, and hig remarks op g4 selection Clas
treatment of this important f:lass of p.ubhc functlon.ar_les z_lre deserving of attentioyp -
what he says, para. 4, regarding what is termed by him their Superyigi
ed the Adigharries” he say

0

timents of the C

ed to adopt the
That the office of Village Moonsiff is held i

iderable amount of litigation is disposed of 1,
;‘ kept of the work done as required by the Re

nd from their own experience, the Board aye |
a

n high estimatiop by the People, and o
Y Persons holding thy office, althoyg}, a con-
gulation, ‘ gl no record
That, with some exceptions, there s 5 general unwillingness ¢, act formally o
s an ation, acting Jeuly flom the foir of reponlificy o g8 Courts and pos
which have operated in d.epressmg the village (:ourts generally, | 4 -
trict Courts with Stipendiary Officers comparatiy

. titution of ;e
ely well Paid, and ¢ authoyi ‘ b
‘ . ;s 8 uthori i
Revenue and Police Officers in _general- . By the former, Suits are drawn an :{:‘:fl:;d g
tribunals, and by the latter that mdependence, SO essential t, hea]thy action, hag been i;;:l'ia:c
A | tire

....... —
ey s setias!

i 1
p i ivi ; . me Of the oca.
B(ﬂ h causes seem to llave Ioduced that Supm‘ eness and lnactlvlt 3 whl(:h SO l

; . . settle-

Officers*have noticed. corded litigation disposed of in every Dlsm::}’l;?irth: special
R D 'Of ‘:il(l:: by Moonsiffs of HpE G ?lm’il‘rti(cﬁ?lsépoly or otherwise,

ments made unde_l' the Riiu ::u-ties as in Tanjore, Combaconum ta;n s BCRG Bl Further

salary has been given to tof fhe office and benefit to the' coufnr Z ’village Officer to settle their

point to the importa:n:;PIication of the inhabitants of Tanjore fo

shewn by the urgen

disputes.

i the effi-
. flicers as a barrier to
ion is considered by most O ing to the cha-
emuneration is con : iversal. Looking to the .
12. Want of adequ'i‘lt.e g inion it will be observed . 2 um:rieto the amo‘un: of adjudica-
ciency of the office, blft i; 1S 2(1: of many individuals of this clas»i‘ an-ei Bt b dheview it utipends
racter and position of mh uf;:)ard are not disposed to attach mu‘;1 wofﬁgce The unwillingness to
tion effected by them, t t:{re essential to the well Wf’rkl}’:glgfgtll:tion and the depression of the
5 llector of - equired by the Reg mentioned in
Sge l:;;nag:o gtt: tgg Se\fb Col- act in the hwaythli‘n‘ll( rather to be attributed to 1fhe .ca‘us:; i
O er LTS 1ly. flice is, they ] 1d adopt the view of t 5
s A Segroly ratign, they wou Village
ject of remune e ient " salary for every g
it prectiing fess 'On thebsllfll?y of the State p 1~.ov1d1-ng 3 Suﬂ::iﬁem ver; important that the
of Madura as to the impossi ntry. At the same time: it aPPearli o SV o e e AT
Moonsiff throughout the ;Ou p li'ments should be entirely checke
A = o m
b-divisions of e
numerous su

g Iand or money.
m(:e receivin 1 Value Of the allowance a]-]-Otted bv tlle St(lte, Whether m [ 3
mo the flll o

i id Moonsiffs in large

. L i g o S Crea'ﬂ";‘ )Zfinl’::xll(i, as far as tried, has

13. The sugges?tloﬂlo Seticed in the present review. The esint Ve Mol Tk

towns has been Pmnun,ent irz(:axercised are simply th?se of-the Pilt;ther, under the increased at-

been successful. T'he P%W extended, it is worth c?n&deratlon t\;lve S ot it

if the arrangement 1s to.ﬁe t}ons of Village Moonmﬂis and to 1ar"£d. R e e

tention paid to the quali cawers should not be conélderab-lyd?n.duz sl S e e

among all classes, i }I))Zdvantage. In the selection of' 1;11 1V1W Tt ol i
this may be done Wllths;::;le that those circumstances which no

in towns, it seems de

i cighbourhood and a local status
possession of landed property in the neigh ou
- f. These are g
be lostsight o

in the Talock.

ar 1 1 d to eﬁiciency;
1alified adheten hereditary claims, it is seen, is oppose .

: R3EE neredlt : ink dmitted with advantage.
14. Anunq al}:. eddaii:l:'ecompete cy, may, the Board think, be admi

. when combine

but these, €

B ber 1855, No.
4 of Extract Minutes of C(.)nsultatlon, Sihizzi;.ln: g
15. With reference t:;- pa;:z:f opinion that perséverance in the I;re::re general and efficient
922, under reply, t}fx;: ]softler :zquainted with their dut_lis_s1 .\;vﬂltzectuhr: ot wedlly operative o
i~~~y 4 : I()Onsi s be L fresponsl 111 y P h t it is S0, eﬁi-
the Village Moons! ired. But if fear o hey are of opinion tha :
hat is required. dy stated that they ‘e that fear.  The
discharge of W Board have already ing is done to remove tha ;
d, and the ; till something is illage tribunals
the extent stated, be fully attained . k performed by the villag ;
. obably be i he returns of work p : erally. It is
iency will not pr to think that t 2 Moonsiffs look generally
Zuthorides . Malabl?r 2;: e{'l::ctc:)r of the District, to véhomtstillzd OA double return is of dou:tfui
to the Co de to the Cour y be considere
should be made s are to be made ined of:: it may however
ther the returns g he evil complained of : : ly for two or three
not clear whe ts the source of the lone experimentally e
o far as respec the Collector a 5 iffs to prosecution for
b;netgzrsthe returns may not be m:gfn;:that the lisbility of Vﬂ;ag: Mog;;;);V ol;' the Regula-
e s ion
:eus. v ek b)-’ noan]:ex?:warrantable acts, declared by Sec
tion, or oppressive | : Moon-
:%:ufw be in any degree relaxed. ion expressed by some Officers that t};clﬂ}/ﬂ:f: gt
ion, ¢ 1 n e 18| X
: tice the opinio ; ith an office esta : ok
16. It only remains tonotic heir duties, unless provided thl} a t is necessary in ordinary
g $ ot officiently discharge t(;i eir e estabhshm;n' afficient: bot e ihe
iffs cann no i emg 8 oY e
w7 XXIV and XXXT, Boardth 1 rovision made by the Regula't;on‘ll tghey are of opinion, be
s'ﬁiﬁfn'oix IV of 1316. cases,h eplarged powers, ministerial aid will, ‘
srulatic : : ’ .
| Moonsiffs, with e
case of Town

necessary.

.pl&('- -:‘\ ‘
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17. A statement of the number of Village Moonsiffs, in each District is appended g of rules or regulations in their own language, they know little orno Telugu, even Curnams cannot
o ' - s S | write on paper. Their allowances as village servants are but sm.all, they are not therefore in a posi-
e si\é;llz}geéioon- LVillage Moonsiffs in Zemin- i tion to.command respect, either by their intelligence or l_)y the mﬂuenqe of wea.lth.. The Curnum is
\ g ‘ men::nViu(;;?- ‘ dani\e_{s, Shrotriems, Total ' the man who has all the power and he wouldt;)e in reality the Village Moonsiff; it cannot there-
3 ootahs, &ec. : g 3 ; . he inhabitants of these parts have no idea of the benefits of the Village
fore be wondered at, that the ] ; f g
A -‘_'—I‘h**—"" e : ‘ Courts; in the soutl; of the District there is a decidedly more intelligent and more wealthy class ;
i?l 1:;1; oquxllage Moonsiﬁh'_—*_* but up to this time the system has never been introduced, the Cazees have no knowledge of rule
liGanjam - - i > g 728 asceri:?hesl ofgl;fnc:ﬂgoé ble '2'8 s i or regulation, and it is only within the last year that they have been stiered up to act in petty
3 lector’s R hga ST ‘ - iminal
9 Vizagapatam - ! - b 39 ecords,. Criminal cases. ] i ;
3 Raja%l’?““dry T SR S e 7;2 ~ « 2,782 3,111 1 ‘ 3rd, From what 1 know of the District, I should say there was not sufﬁclent reha'nce placed
4leuliPatam A - = 560 “égil‘, 1,102 ! ! W on the great mass of Village Moonsiffs to make their Courts acceptable, besides, there is a feeling
g I(;}I\:lxll‘t)cr)zr - - - z - ZE&Q ; L 1,182 { ki . of false pride very prevaleat, which renders them averse to bring their cotnp’laints before one whom
i 7 Cddap al; I ot 1 %’éfé ; 1,“37 : ~] ;& :ig b ‘ vy they look on as no better than themselyes; sooner than do t}.ns, they will um%ergo t'he expense of
8!Bellary - o= - - G ot 2:233 | 240. l:996 2 ‘ stamp papers and resart to the District Moonsnﬂ_'_ 8 Court, which gt all events, is presided over by 2«
?) Ié}‘:_mfi(’l . = p - - No Village Moonsiﬂ's.. g 2,473 : ' ~ man much their superior in knowledge and position. :
% : Noll-r;o‘ ?;to e o Ea b 2:8 02 k 540 i . ; 4th. The number of Zemindars in the D.isftrict is again.sthth n;rftxjoducngn of ;];e Systerllll.
12/South Arcot - 3 3 N, 3079 1,398 . B¢ - & The Moonsiff is from his position brought more 1.nt0 contact with, 5 is more dependant on the
' 13\Taqure - - - - e z,gé(; » 58;'(7; : g”igg 4 3 Zemindar than on the Circar, it is often mo.st ch’ﬂiculg to get the commonest returns, because the
} ig\'gﬁglnaopol): Hriie i 1 1,200 378 3,012 b . village authorities are engaged in the Zemindar’s business. g
16"i‘innevelly - - et o4 : (7523 2,811 ] :‘;’235 - 5th. The Cazees in this District are, as a general 'rqle, underpaxd, L beheve,vxhe‘y (.10 notdo
! 17} Coti bty LR VTP e ‘ 68 3 6 (; £ much in settling, disputes, except as members of th‘e vx.llage st Punchayets, their mﬂ\.1ence
: IS%alem - PR Sy - - 1,987 73}, 1,433 . , will no doubt increase, as they exercise their authority in Police matt?rs and when the copies of
;8 ﬁmlax; a2 TSR 1t 1% 1,597 | | 719 ’ T the Regulation applied for, are received, [ propose to call up the various Cazees, and select the
- \Ma ; ar = 2 - &t © a8 ‘ ket y Lo97 : et inctellicrent and trustworthy, keep some for instruction at Hoozoor, and send others to the
e Mo Xl Moonsiffs. o . xzs:ista.nt's and District Moonsifi's Courts, supplying them with a few simple rules of procedure
Revenue Board Office, Si ———ie and evidence, and teaching them how to conduct a suit, and then grant them a sunnud auth.oriz_
{ Fort St. George, 92nd December 1856 (Signed) 7, D, SIM, ine them to hold Court; were this done, and the people accustomed to the working of these Village
A B 2 ¥ o

Courts, other Cazees would seek the same official dignity and consequence, and the system would
becom(; general ; I think too, that for the first few years it will be well to have periodical exami-
Moonsiffs and the Agent and Assistants when out on Jummabundy.

.

Acting Secretary,

nations before the District
Gth. I fear however that it will be long before the apathy of the people generally can be
antil there is a revision of the payments made to Village Officers ; I think too, it would

From W. KNOX, Esq., Acting Collector of Ganjam ; to G. § FORﬁES

tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Chetterpore, 3rd April 1856 Esq., Acting Secre-

Sir » No. 65. S

’ overcome, 8 3

No. 105, dated 14th March With referenceto your, Ci R be well to order that some allowance should be made for saderward, or that at a}l events, a register

g No. 3400, I have th hy 5 1rcu131:, under date the 18}, T <hould be supplied from this Court to cach Moonsiff, as well as a small quantity of paper, as the
: : e copy of niy 1 e, ;vant of writing materials has been urged as an objection ; since I have been endeavoring to in-

Udalut, on the subject of th ki : et y :
| of Sudr Udalut, on the 'su ‘!ec : of the working of .the system of Village MOOnsi!fst;: t;:. the 'C()un o uce the system, with how little success will be seen by the solitary return at foot, the late
‘ 9. The remuneration which many of the Village Moonsiffs enjoy. this District. g District Moonsiff at Ber}-mmpore took much pains to instruct the Moonsiffs of the villages of

their duties, if they be compelled to perform them strictly, JOY; 18 not at al] aqiite 1o i istrie ;

' : m and Goosanee Nowgam.
3. The effects of hereditary tenure are not favorable, ineffieient P Baupooru _

Total number of  Disposed of Average number of suits -

‘\‘ because their fathers were there before them ; under the'present syste:sma:re Ofteﬁ.put.in merely ’ j ‘ i j F458 suits disposed of. ~ on 'merits. disposed of per mensem.
I ther the allowance be in land or money, it should be such as o be an e aaanie. Wha. ¢ : I theyear 1855, and in the-month} 57 T 5
~ On the death of the Village Moonsiff, the Office should, I think, be thy ject to intelligent ey, . i p e DN b . . :
l: unless his son or other near relation can pass a preseribed eXami;lati OWn open to competitioy, E: : (Signed) W. KNOX,
. i sk X
Acting Agent.

(Si
igned) W, KNOX, (True Copy.)

‘ . Aeting Collector. . | -_ (Signed) " W. KNOX,
; From W. KNOX, Esq., Acting Agent; to G. ELLIS, Es \ : ] . : Acting Collector.
: . i ey s Lsq., Register t, Y ! : ;
i Tut, dated 14th March 1856. o the Court of Sudr Uda ' :
it by : v : e R o ; :
| i, i : . from. P. B. SMOLLETT, Fsq. Oallectors to. G+ S: FORBES, Beq,, Secretary 10 the
‘rom., S RO : 7 :

1st. 1 have the honor in compliance with the instructions con

' Board of Revenue, dated Vizagapatam, 3rd June 1856, No. 94.
07th Ultime, to forward a report on the working of the Village M, s !

tained in your letter of the

e : o, N onsiffs' Co SIR, § T
4 - 9nd. The first point on which information is required, is the ¢ Courts, Sl ef:erencé!'to Extract from the Board's Proceedings, dated 18th December 1855, g1v 'mg
f their value in the eye of the natives. The District is, as you are awh:::cm of these Courts and i txt é ;tmct Nt o, 2uhed 8¢ Idem, on the working of the Village Moonsifl's
‘ classes, Telugu and Oreya, the latter race are very deficient in general in,fnearlg divided into two : ;ngﬁrm(:ch 1830 Courts, 1 have the honor to submit copy of a Report} made for this District
; ormation _ ) 1850.

;hﬂ\'e no copics

L

- e i, 74 . -
AN i e i e S " i e R S b et e H B | s -
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to the Court of Sudr and Foujdaree Udalut, which will supply all the information desived by
Government. : ; . , ’

(Signed) P. B. SMOLLETT, -
Collectof.

From P. B. SMOLLI?I‘T, Eéq.,' Agent to the Governor; to G. ELLIS, Raq., Reifister 54
Court of Sudr and Foujdaree Udalut, dated 8th March 1856, No. 16 e

SIR,

Para. 1. I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 21st Novemb
31st December 1855, and 27th February 1856, requiring an' early report on the worki Ven; e}:-,
Moonsiff's Courts under my jurisdiction, a call which from various causes, I re ety
remained unanswered till the present time. » 1 xegret to observe, has

2. In reply, I beg td state, that the operations of Moonsiffs

Regulation IV of 1816, in this District, are absolutely nothing. This is
sence in many instances, of any enams or of any money allowance to
disinclination of the people to submit to their authority iR
~ 3 ¥> and the indi :

themselves to ‘act In the Hill Zemindary tracts of this D,istrict, petty f;ifi(;ngie of the .Mo?nsxﬂ's
are mostly adjusted by the Zemindars or their Dewans, In the plains thsl’\ltes m villages
numbers to the District Moonsiffs, when they cannot adjust their differences ’ame people resort in
4 _ Moonsift's .Courts. ;
: : drawal. Much of this arbitration is conducted by the Moon’s' ;; settle(.l by
Officers. * But in this District, no cases are regularly tried and decided' 1S and Village

: by the Moons;
the people show any apparent desire to submit to the juried:ne: oonsiffs, nor d
- the jurisd: g »
way of mediation. Jurisdiction, except when offered in the

partly caused by the al,-
Village Moonsiffs, by the

- ongst s
3. An immense amount of petty litigation in the gst themselves,

arbitration and withdrawal.

4. A reference from Government on the subi

4 ject was mad 1 .
the Baard of Sevnue, In 1600, replicd, fothys Mie. s Arb:;;nittoo:hz la);:]l,mmmt’ through
year. The substance of Mr. Arbuthnot’s reply is 2 e February of that

dentical with thé sentiments now submitteq
ed.

(Signed) P. B, SMOLLETT
dgent to the Governor,

.

(True Copy.)

(Signed) P, B. SMOLLETT
i | | Collector.

——

From A. PURVIS, Esq., Collector of Ra

jahmundry ; '
the Board of Revenue, dated Cocanada, I%rth t;ufi; férFORBES, Es
5

6, No. 43, 4 Seﬁetary to
SIR,

i I have the honor to acknowledge the rece;
Baard of Revenue, under date the 18th Decem

ber last forw eedmga of th
Consultation of the 8th of the.same month, and ca] : arding Extract from Ao
of the Village Moonsiffs. S % repo the Minutes of

2. The statement given below shews the nix
mb ot
disposed of by the Village Moonsiffs in this Distric er of Civil §

Suits pending,

t, dur' in!tituted’
be seen t}.la.t th.e average number actually decreed annua]l;njg; tshse years 1852.58 and 54, Tt ::;11
perty in litigation was between eighteen and nineteen hundred R’ and that the value of the' pro
: Upees, ' 4

under the provisions of :

" Moonsifiship, and to allow the son to t

. srmei A sy oS PO e APty e A

-

T St George, Judicial Consultation, Tth April 1857.

ey e
PSRRI Rl g
recus PearAs bR e e

Civil Suits disposed of by the Village Moonsiffs in the District of Rajahmundry, from 1852 to
1V .
1854.
= s 5| Pending. Gross value of Suits.
. < il ;__.': 8 Ca A : :
g g £ 25 '§ S| .4 | E g B2 Z| = |Disposed| Pending
Fonr. | § 3 = 8 ?. i{{% a = < 8 § 2 3 § of duringfat the close
o | B RETsla 5 SIB &1« &l = Ithe year |of theyear.
| - </

l

45 4! o0 1818 | 1275

1852 221| 293 514 81‘ 117] 112, 810 155

A {478 8 53| 10 191| 1887 1243
. . » | 81 113 117 311} 12
1853 - | 20% 2981 Zgg 102, 104 123 320| 116/ 30" 7] 158 1913 \ 962

5 191| 291 ,
Sk 616| 882 1498 264, 334| 352 950

309] 128] 21| 548] 5618 | 3480

-%%%;@@@1799‘?78*1’1‘1717 316| 133 13 (L L 1160

With few exceptions, the individuals filling the office of Village Moonsiff in this Dis-
3. 1t § )

¢ are illiterate, and have but a very limited knowledge of the duties properly appertaining
trict are 1 5

he offi Under these * circumstances, it is not to be expected that their Courts should be
to the office. :

held i I esteem either by the Ryots or Traders. The work done by these Officers in their
. held in muc }

i “of the larger towns, and there
T e i ieve, confined almost entirely to some o . !
J“‘lhmlal ;ap]a;lti,u:sﬂfarili‘;:ny of the suits which are disposed of ostensibly by the Moonsiffs,
is little doubt, :

; RS ? Curnum, though in a few instances, within
ha ouided by the opinion of ‘the S
the latter have been gut

he M nsiff (6) Y5 he duty, and I have
ny knowledg iff is competent to and actually does perform t ¥ 5
e 1; el'e’ : tehat :;?here :1?: Moonsiffs are tolerably intelligent and ‘respected in the Village,
reason to beheve

1 beneficially the influence which they undoubtedly possess in inducing parties to
exert ben ) }

theydo d of carrying them before the Courts.

=+ dispu icably, instea ;
suifle dle;hdli?i;:;m;oonsi};‘s in the Government Talooks of this District, arve, though there
4. e

£ exceptions, on the whole pretty fairly remunerated. They receive a certain
g n}‘llim ]:) ol ode;ucte% fror;l the aggregate amount of the joint rent of the village. The same
sum which 1%

th i f the smaller proprietary estates, the re-
i tate of Pittapoor. In some o . ‘
is-the case in the large es

tion is very inadequate. : &
munfza It has not been the practice in this District, always to allow the office to descend from

- is lv unfitted for the office, it has not been unusual to
fathe?r o fVV;he;)e ::fnaﬁ::: ; ;:‘ :}}ila(fhy there are generally one or more in each village, besides
o o'neO S e ted thc’)ugh commonly on a lower scale, in the same manner,) to the
the Moomsifl, (Tl 55 ake the Pettanadar’s place. During the last year or so;

- ointed, making themselves in some degree acquainted
iy iITSiSted' . thz ﬁtzzn;:::e ntelzzliz ;Ie)gnanent nominagtiou tothe office contingent on their
;:'i.[h thillz %2:;2; nat the Jummabundy of the ensuing year, that they have exerted themselves,

eing & s ‘
to this end. o : e :
4 shos of the 26th February 1855, the Board stated
6 In.the ExftraCf f;;lln tl:ngooc: egzgulations 1V, V,and XI of 1816, for distribution
i " (('))rf;imrrs g-It is highly desirable that this intention should be carried out as
among the Ylllage I Lo o'se causing a short simple manual of the duties which devolve on Vil-
early as pos?xble- b g::vls)m up and printed at the Press lately establishe(% in. this Office. Every
ig:onl;l;;;x::f'ﬂs; (;vil‘;ingly-pay the few annas required for the paper and binding. RO
(Signed) A. PURVIS,
Collector.

From J. FRASER, Esq., Acting Collector of Masulipatam; to J. D. SIM, :E‘;sq:, Acting Secre-
s tary to the Board of Revenue, dated 22nd September 1856, Not 133.

SIR ;
Para: 1 : With reference to the Extract from the Board’s Proceedings, date.d 18th Dfecen'x—
B las‘:rac;xll{ng for a report as directed by Government on the condition of Village Moonsiffs }1111
tlfii .Di’strict as well as of the causes, of their inactivity, 1 have the honor to stqte, that the
'y

e
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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, Tth April 18 57 1 : T OIS R o
....... e o O] e el e L Y : ' : i anum. The sum entered under the head, * In money,” is stated to
. ir 3 i LT Y f Ru ees 5‘ eac Per X i k h Collections.
result of my recent enquiries onthe subject, shows that out of the 1525 villaces composing this : ; 3o bien disbursed to them as batta, out of the fund called the Gramakurc
‘ : a osing t is Dis- ! : ‘
TN i i ’ i ince discontinued. . ' :
Number | Number tnct,- Moonsiffs stand e d that the office of Moonsiff be made such, as to be one sought after
. : vm?‘: S of 2 ?Ppomted to 12309, Y 7. 1 would recommbeﬂ Inaated® and respectable persons. I would not make the office h}ere-
: Res. | Moonsiffs, 3 00 = : ¥ eau . b
* §umger og ;zoons_g_:, ‘n (ZE‘n)vgn:lmentSSary Villages.. ... . _’;'o—l 5(-T ::leg h29-') Vl-llnges n [ i * By educated, I mean mﬁn d:iyt.a.I'Ys but give the pl‘eference to the heir of the last holder, only if he
‘umber of Moonsiffs, in Zemi v Vi 07 d yhich t Sy ite the A bl i
Number of Moonsiffs, in Mokh::ss:ryVil?aréeZl.l.l?gfs:,:” 830 330 fant ¢ office s va- ?3‘;22312?3&‘fy‘,1'§h%.w were otherwise qualified to hold it. :
Number of Moonsiffs, in Aggrabarum Villages... . .. Vi {Zg {;0 cant.  Of the present a_general kmw‘ed%: 2 8. In conclusion, I have to state, that I find on record, Procedings
i < ! . 1 3 3 :
ot e \L mecumbentsy, only 289 R their powers and dati ; g  o5th March, 1844, (remaining unanswered) calling for a com-
..l 1,230 , : : ack a ; .

No. 1182 B o b L ;‘::'.’ Write and read, and of the Board, dated 391lf'ar e this Disteict, ichuding village watchers. The enquiry then
R e ' t_he remainder being quite illiterate, The vill -)l-SIgn-.their names, : g plete report on the Vi ag; ﬂ ’information required was incomplete for transmission. Subse-
M{fb axe appoilited, “are situated in 14 Talooks, and these are g Villages in which no Moon- - ordered was commenced, but the the * 3rd November 1853, another call} was made, but in a
difficult to find men, however incompetent they may bé, who are 8 f;lt.ed 4o be so petty, that it is R ¢ : e q}lently 01}11 Fhigindluded the ofice o £ Curnum. The requisite in-
f)ut o.f the present incumbents, not less than 920 persons hold thw Hing even to hold the office, ‘ : X E;‘ngf;’mwmer vy d1ﬁ‘erer'1t e ards Moonsiffs and Curnums, hasbeen collected,and I hope

" in their respective families, and 262 by selection from among the Villelr office by right of succession g + 513, formationasreg
t . 1 - age

finite propositious as to the emoluments for both in the course

agriculturel community, to forward a report with de
Suits below 10 Rupees disposed of by the Vill MR, R 8 z somi month.
__ tions and others. : 4 Hlage Moousiffs, at the Dmm * The marginal § mtiete (,oﬂ’mg

(Signed) J. FRASER,

= e B Statement wj . : ‘ ‘ ‘ ing Col r.
District Moonsifts’ Stations Decreed ) bismiss Withdrawn, ——— th will show that s e i
: ¢ me(;'rilts di‘:'afolr e by l Total ¢ numdbet of cases dis-
AR 8 d ult, | nah, Parties f Posed of | .
B deRHe Ao T s et 29 25 1 Bp » o hy the VIH : " -t
SLEow o b sests iy s e o bk o 30 . 15 10 Moonsiffs in ¢} B : Acting Collector of Guntoor ; to G. S. FORBES, Esq., Acting
BIBEADRTRN  Cieinsd Sy yrie Bt ] - 1 18 0 70 : is Dis- From H. NEWILL, Esq., Acting d February 1856, No. 20.
L 63 - | 0 trict, duri rom H. Revenue, dated 23rd Lebruary )
l ot -+ 1 104 ' during the year Secretary to the Board of Revenue, ‘

_7\3*1& Ll 3 1 1855, amounted to 323, S _ . ; Gar
3L 288 were disposed of Mocnd T et these: niot: Jens th : IR, « ¢ of the Board's Circular, dated 18th December
Y 0 AT ¢ : an i : sdge the receipt of the boa s :

:-; ggz’;:l:uh. and the *remainder 33 inythe l_ezltmf:s;f f"_m" ?f the principal townst I have the honor to aCk.nOW]l;:tg;ct from tll)xe Minutes of Consultation, under date ‘the 8th
4 Condapally. that on the whole the Moonsiffs :1) : l; Il)lsmﬂ’ & result which Sho“:’ ; j 1ch et accomp?nymgm the condition of the village i DiStﬁc‘it’ Eheu‘ St
Y S oanity - s o absolutel hing: ; : ; “ealling for an opinion as f their inactivity and the appro-
capacity. y nothing in their Cjvi) A Idem, calling : - which they are held, the causes 0
; . : . t in whic g -
- : ' v tical working, the respec : .
e R S e . jate remedies. bt ive of rary vacan-
. N R TR 8 Tt will be ob- A e : BEE s R SROlun e S SR R PR T
Stutions, fotl2uF(B Blek3s - . oy | c siffs at the presen ]
g ot g‘§~;§ 335 gs-;_? § :'i served from 'the margi- .',-; “ 2. The rlmmber .O;Mtgr:; filled up upon examination of the persons. ‘These Officers preside
1] Bunder e | SR it nal statement that the : 30 i o me of the smaller ones being classed together, and leave only a
B[BUAGEE e Fams i o F i WP e o= Bumber of : : in 813 Government villages, so ' e A
5’362?;:1::;;”.:.'.-.:.'..' LG = 3 1 40 15 ?? p e e i ber in which provision has not hitherto bee e ; :
: X _1; s A 19 &2 which the value of pro- : . Smal-l e i 1846, these tribunals were comparatively inoperative in respect to S
Total...! 996 ' 9p_ | 120 ~L T-—I:IT gg::y 13 ‘below 10 Ru- ’ ) 3f: Ciri:;ujizidim‘;“ which is thus pal'ticularized for the last 10 years.
the District Mooxg'\'\ . + disposed” of by ' cise of Crim )
lﬂ‘s, 18 4.15 dur: A - P ished
4. It will hence be seen that the large ; » uring the same period. . i Rtk :
G Iadiby the" Distribe Mocusthi and thisgi ndrir::?t:lt)lf of cases of the latter description, are de Number of Pérs(.msl\Number o Rfslzl:;g:i:y _
- Office of Vill ; cearly the low estimation i whih .. ] . lsummoned duringpersons 862 G : Put in Stocks.| . Total-
holding the Office of Village Moonsiffs, are held by the people. The e 100 in which persons e i ey quitted. | Persous. Imprisonment i
. . 4 . \ P . 3 .
1 o-oked UI;_ tlo’ Hot ;10 thf persons Who- Havs to e re(i t:xl:mlr)nlal 18 not one which | ;E § R R ,
9 " e . ~ ——_——‘——"1’4‘ »y by
(onhder}cle 0 tleypeople at’u.rxbute. this state of things to the Moﬂixsi;l;, ; flunes enjoy the f : ' ‘ . 3 2 2
rule, without any emoluments e}ther in land or fees, and to their low s eing, asa general 3 1846 5 ' “ 2 11 94 22 116
cannot be expected that t}.1ey will work without adequate remuneration . rd O.f attainments, [t , 1 1847 o‘ii 259 310 239 76 ; gég
them, no other measure will be of any ayail to raise the office 't t}llon 3 and till this ig given to - 1848 227 179 299 261 281 118
in the estimation of the people. : © the position it ought to hold ' i}g%,g 372 107 flzgg ‘§()24- 65 269 ‘
-5. 1 find that the matter of e ' . ' y "46 222. o . 190 '
o );~ D K reglunemtxon has 13een repeatedly reported op b - ‘llggé é03 248 o }Jg(l) gg 266
ectors, g has as yet been done to carry this out; and I think ; oy the former ('ol. ‘ 1 . 583 120 197 o ~ ‘ 55 159
occasion, to refer the Board to the correspond - 1Nk tsufficient, on the 1853 118 187 [ -+ 104 : . :
: spondence bearing on the stbie » ON the present 11854 464 - > 334 135 96 231
grorgoggazg;heﬁﬁcgn{xswy 1844, gfnf. The question is one of great l"‘pJ :; as noted in the mar- _ 11855 740 175 ‘ -1 :
o = : view, and in none g ; : oriance in every poj | .
s Rl 2 }ie‘:::‘t t:i:m 8 1t affects matters of Pi:lipc‘::nt ;’lf po t stimulus was given in fusly 1256, (A. D. 1846-47,) by the allowanctji o.f 1 }il ];1;_
2 ) 2 S W competent Mooysiffe : o : 4. augred s i temporary scale of emolument, and in the fol-
X ’ QR v o S TR siffs is much felt. )’ $tion from each Moonsift's putta sist as a temporary sca : ;
N""'M-ﬁ’fﬁ“ﬁf&ig{"&"s{e‘:i’ who m_%“&_\m:e,‘m’ - 8. Wi m:rlt. l ; pees dedtﬁx:;:ef; (::-Zr:d:’urther aided by being furnished ata trifling cost, w}:ilch theydgle;illy paid
are i ece - and. ) ach . ; i year . e ‘rimi 1 er use-
— = LS g 4] -_T&_ 8nnu?§f statement wil] i Lowing 3 heir Civil and Criminal duties and o

s ; i instructions regarding t
pIRE P — : themselves with a manual of inst o

Be A : : ¥ : ceorded, and still more soby
S by . ful matters, and such a3 g Al 'gwel;'tby vilc?l:t I:i itc)l:;n athat tixe’ subsequent opera-
< A - 3 & o Wa o 3 o '
5 10 o the few Village Moon- . the hopes of a more suitable emolument being after P ;

—
S s gy

) Permomp | Siffs, who. are paid at
Bt LG giv
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607 0 012,026 0 0 {2,633 0 ¢

»

Ing an average

- - - == =
e e A S e —— i

L AR, S

o TN e



_ Fort St. George, Judicial Consultatzon

Th April \857.

1849..837

i248..884 tions although tolerably well sustained, have not com
1855..740 period. :

€ up to the standard of the eaylier

5. A view of the Civil cases dis '
sposed of by the Moonsiffs
the next statement, shews that in this department of thejr dubt e JEArs, as given in

Y ; : - ies, there has '

improvement, the falling off in the last year being accounted f 5 re has been progressive

the season. or perhaps by the great scarcity of
: ¥ o

;  |No. of suits|Decreed on the admi | cabind
g ) e admis- R, : g, g !
. [decreed on sion of the Defendant's'wii}cie:i?fmiih;s !Izllsmlss'.blsmissed on the! T
— merits. | Razeenamahs &c., v = ' fforde- application of the T tal l 2
; | ee. ault, | parties o E
| R e
184, 2 . I TR e
T ot % e o R a3 | on1
1847 ° 204 36 i ot | | o
1848 293 2:; 2% o2 e
1849 348 27§ e it 3
1850 | 362 | - 38 g it 651 |t
1851 | 348 70 4 - L ; o6
1852 | 594 89 ey 4 7 | o
1853 467 139 e e 33‘ e 1,24
1854 | 268 91 - i 63 looe [1208
_ 36 | 29 - 1096 1027
6. The office itself seems to be held in respect by the natiy e STl L 1%
‘natives,

bents'are. men of respectability, and substance. In other
h.e_redltanly passed to less influential or Wéalthy ) er Instances,
tion, the hereditary tenure thus operatin y persons, it ha§ not
may be worthy of consideration whether, i 2 g more efficient individual
ing as is now undef contemplation, -

moving this barrier to efficiency.

especially where the incum
again, where the office hag

§ . 4 i e instances of intell;
are to be met with, with many in which the individuals do :,eltllg
Ot come y

Thg number who can read and write i

to their progress in education is the \i:::; (:Il;efz':}::zli‘z (:tlet g+t

zre madt(al to ;ecure the ability to read and write, at least:;x: , thi b

tl'ef!il, ;n a ‘ewvdays ago I was 'gratiﬁt?d, on examiniﬁg the I’U{J t e.suc?eedmg

o find one person who had acquired this within the last 2 or 3 :OnSlff's 24

v‘ : ar :

omciiis’ v’f}c:z Trlécilhlmportance cannot, I think, be attacheq :’o ths Slflce hisa
proper representative heads of t] iige.

regards the welfare of the communit : Lo s of the Shudra

o y <
which as been usurped by jche office ofgcizllg’ and. 4lso o5 a check upon t

ent and we]] qualified persons

p] 02 proper standard.
wle. Oye great obstacle
age schools, byt some efforts

PPointment tq office,

(Signed) H, NEWILL,
Ac“"g Collector.

————y

From F. B. ELTOT“.) Esq-s Collect .
Board of Revenue, dated or of Nellore;

SiR,

toG. S, F '
Bth April 1856, No. 85, L B Secretary to the

subject of the Village Moonsiffs, I have ¢ ‘the 18tk Ydon:
’ e the honor to state, =R
s that the

said to be in a state of efficiéncy in this Distriet nor h

in a e o o i ¥ 3

in any great respect. I attribute this to the follz)wing ﬂ
¢

ling for information on the

ve I ve

ason to s
auses, uppose that they are held

. .

se tribunals can hardly be-

R N RS e

Cousultation, Tth April 1857.
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1st. The Village Mdonsifls are, with‘some exceptions, but little elevated either in property,
or intelligence ; the former attributable to agricultural pursuits in past years, having been so little

remunerative ; the latter to the want of education, which has not been generally made up by

patural acuteness. i
9. “There are not wanting however individuals amongst the Village Moonsiffs who are raised

above the rest by their intelligence, and who sometimes exercise a very beneficial influence upon
their fellow villagers, but this is not the case with the generality. _
2nd. Tile absence of any adequate rem‘uneration: In this Di.s'?rict th_e Village Moonsiffs
do not enjoy any separate enmoluments for the really important duties r.equu'ed of them by law,
beyohd the Enams of the Villages, which they usually have to share with the head Caupoos, and

which are generally of no great va]uéi
3. Itis not to be supposed that
efficiency, but while we must mainly

moral tone, and to the diffusion of general i : F s + _

up of an efficient body of Village Officers, equal to the important functions vested in them by

1:; adequate remuneration should also be annexed to the office, to stimulate the holders, and
3 . y v

render the situation an object of ambition. : # .

4. 1 donot consider the hereditary tenure of the office, m.odiﬁe'd by the undoubted right
of Government, to appoint the next heir only in the evint of }.us beu.ng\_.a fit person, to be de.tri-
mental generally to the efficiency of the class, because .th-ough it may interfere with the appoint-
ment of a particularly fit person in some instances, this is counterbalanced by the advantage of
having one influential family in the village, who'm_ t}.xe Byots are taug?t to look up tofrom
generation to generation ; and from the fact of its being in accordance with the former usages of

the country. , g : . L
has not always been considered strictly hereditary, though I usually

5." The office besides 2 x :
regard it so myself, nor is it so much sought after as to induce the next heir always to press his

7.3 t 't. " 2 .
claim to 1 ‘ ~ (Signed) F. .B. ELTON,
; Collector.

an improvement in this respect can alone promote their
look to the spread of elementary education, to an improved,

From M. MURRAY, Esq., Collector of Cuddapah; to G. S..FORBES, Esq., Secretary t6
the Board of Revenue, dated 11th April 1856, No. 27. .

Sir,

Para 1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Extract from the Proceedings

of the Board of Revenue, under date the 18th De:emb'er 1855, annexing an Extract from the
Minutes of Consultation, dated the 8th Idem, wher'em t‘hej.r call upon Couef:tors generally to
report on the adequacy or otherwise of the remgnerathn f’f Vllllage Officers, :chexr ability in regard
io education and intelligence. and the effects of the heriditary tenure on “.'hlch t'he office is held,
and on the efficiency of the class, and in reply tostate, that throughf)ut the Prov%nce of Cuddal?all
al, the allowance in land for the support of the office of quage Moonsiffs and Reddies,
; fficient (though there are some few exceptions) for the
provided the whole of the Enam lands entered as their
njoyed by the persons who fill them; this however is
ave been divided and subdivided into very small portions
. according to the num-

Amonnt of] No.of par-j Amount o' enam Total Reddy’ bat'of the " family, e

.
¢ Xo. of Reddy’emm enio in ehai njoyed by | enam of the
SN y-|tiesin ghair; €njo) v %
Name of the VIllAZe: iy Missul. (4 e, | Missulk them;__!_vxllagq_ each member claims a

in gener ;
there being none in ready money, 15 Si
duties they are called upon to perform,
hare in the Misulbundy books, were e
unfortunately not the ca% as the lands h

R e e S T T 0 MB N A F5 0 8 A reds
_cosom;arepnlgh-----: RS i 33 e e R T i by  hereditary
Moosalycoontah..... : = TN ngﬁt. ,In some cases

as entered in the books, is apparently sufficient in accordance with the
nro, but when narrowly serutinized, it is found there are under-
¢ that allotted to the Moonsiff, which being deducted, leaves him a

brothers or undersharers not receive what they consider their
which had for years lived together in

the Moonsiff’s allowance,
scale laid down by Colonel Mu
charers who receive a portion 0
mere pittance, and should the : . : :
hereditary right, jealousy and enmity springs up n a fam'ﬂy,

ntelligence among the agricultural class, for the raising -

o ek S o b o st e o i v
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affix to the documents written by the Curnun
18 requir

..............  Fort 8t George, Judicial Consultation, Tth April 1837,
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peace and comfort, and when' once these evil T
the men of Cudda 't Passions  are rou
i Ty no};a&gz:i:;ﬁ;ﬁ; it:::;e taking the surname o: eI({l,;(;g;y arm‘e not easily allayed, as
carrying their rancour as far as bloods;?ieéns they resort to, in orde;' toeot;):::ld m?d independ-
it e i I SN S .cmd murder. In the margin ar n their ends, even
bl i ok Gt 0 R o ::edi?'h and I think it will be very :dv'l‘:;g;i one or two
s B i o i by o e el
At Shar};rs scale or in villages where the Reddy e B O.ﬁice,
, a scale might be drawn out s Y enams are considerab

the remunerati . pecifyin
neration of the Reddies and Moonsiffs, andym i’l the exact sum considered sufficient f,
us ought to be . ent for
t

the full allowance set asi
aside for th . :

ed sufficient for the office holderse I;;lrpose: Shou]d any sum re f‘l\e“ g
to their shares as formerly. It wo l’d 5 et relati mm'} Pty s
might soon he introduced int u}, m‘ake them more indépend ves might enjoy it accordin
cultivate, and who pays a lar i M “,hem s by - mei
Vi f R et ie osfxsm to Government has not r: }}:as a large tract of land to

M 3 i
obtains great influence over his fen One.of the most wealth o s o perform he civil
ments for collecting the Gove WS e e Red):l F i vmage, e 'lt
no difficult task 5 rnment revenue and transmit it Ry -
. on account of the influence he poss 1t to the Tahsildar which i s
ossesse: ch to him is
is

Of many Of th poorer S Vi ] f : : - tlme thﬁ
3 e clas T, ] . y i ) €
anv f] i 1 ‘i e?’ . several o Wh()m cu ti\"'d.te his ]anld fol' 5 credit”
d.l' y 0 S ePe“'dentS bl "g ac Vll wction agsa.nst an OPPCS t i Shou d
ﬂ.h the MOOIlSlﬂ a de isl 'S ‘ : ; . E J S not "(:
w c1s10n 1 ik 1 f o i ; ecte
) more llkely to be m favor Of lli]n “ho '; e d ' l S ]
dere’d at, as hele are 2 ﬂ an t] d
t t e th 1e

other party. This is not to be won
g their complaints to one totall Nl o ed

:;to t.llxlem. In]dmduals in general prefer makin
he village, who wi ie ;
ge, who will patiently listen to their grievance, and Y independ
‘ce, and grant them i
redress, ;
aIs 18 a great hinderan

2. In my opinion, the e
: : ) sub divisi 14
?t (;I-len bemg o]i)tained to fill the oﬂic:nofOfM‘:(l}:‘(’t;en
is discovered that the emol : i sift and Reddi
TG S (I)‘Otl}lll,:zrl\ltt ?nJoye‘d by the head of thee (\%ifls ;
is taken and made over ity performed, a portion of gros o = aallithay A

over to the Misuldar, to make up hi llo that enjoyed by th % e s

@ is allow ¥ the ghair Misuldars

in general leads to great dis to the n ax
18 um s d
: - g content amongst those who loge t (..‘.l‘ & 1axim andard ; this
as there 1s no other method of proceeding : g s axlllliott o
_ ] am, hut it ¢ X 7
be he

: cient per-
provided itisnot in
le and enjoyed by a

16 moral or religious

e e to a better class
ot unfréquent when is

3. Many of the lands set aside for the mainte Iped,

large, but on enquiry, it is found that e
that they do not receive the full beneﬁtpoflztmn is
their remuneration ; this is a subject whj ‘(1) t.he e
time of the new Pymaish. : 1ch Wllll

nance of village il

out of cultil-l.atsh officers, are apparently

molument dd 100 or unfit for, the py i

require att, .el'vad from the land _f trpo.se Ao

e e

R R B ntion and consideration dwde =

ith regard to the abiliti 3 uring

e ve'rb' ; abilities of the Village Mo S 5o
Y Hivery ow ebb, not more than 10 onsiffs in respect t

read and write, those who cannot, hay per cent. of the w  to edug

s hav

hole village Red ation, I regret to

i ; dies being able
emselves with seals which :h:\)'

or I 'dhslld bl ¢ ’ e (l f t ' ad
y rel mn th andas o he : P )
ar h]” |lle are enfl h : 0‘ olice

reads a different version 't
.to the MOQI £ ] Wh 1
it : siff or' Re i A e .
intelligence, as far as it goes, there are none of'%eddly’ who affixes his sea] | what he pl
e 1e class

e been ordered to

there are no bett tenl 1 or mark ¢ eases, and
oté ‘are 1o better agrienlturalis et b hs 3
S 15ts o th g it.
and none understand an the cultivators o lAs ;;)
dapah;,

bargains, and carry on : b
s, i the duties 9 etter how
requires only this to bring out th _Of common life, but in edueat; f° work their land, make thei
el S N, bmelr f.lo_rr'mmt abilities. Many of :ﬁn they are sadly behind et l""r
e }y are quiie ignorant of letters em have become rich a ,dan((l it
ave any desire either to | S and have been g0 for such oty
such a length
es or han th * -
eir childyen

taught. I am very much incli : earn for ‘

as i: is for their b);licﬁt that li]::grtg believe, the Curnums alf: ﬂ:hemselv

wiah o kesp &l the uliire - thea:i;r sho'uld prevail, and that thzygrei_it hinderance to education

i age in thei act t :

the matter s : I own } A . 1e part of .

ol er, .aud mgmt tht.xt‘reac]mg and writing be lands ; until GOVerim- the Jesuit and

wlds the Village Moonsiff or Reddyship, and at th necessary fo ent make a stir in

- - bl . 2 LW

1 fear it will be long before it is generally introd e;ame time gi : T the individual who

uce

» and its benefit felt,

-

~ competent; but if
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5. Witl; regard to the hereditary. descent of village officers, I think it would be far better
partly hereditary, as in some cases, the old families have fallen

to have them partly clective and :
into reduced circumstances from various qauses;and have lost the influence they formerly possessed
with their fellow villagers, and it appears to me Very. desirable that those who hold the office of

> lTooked up to with respect, but possess the confidence of

Moonsiff and Reddy should not only be :
the villagers ; having this, they would in case of an attack by robbers, immediately turn out at
his request, and headed by their Moonsiff or Reddy would speedily put to flight the depredators,
but where the villagers have not confidence in their chief, they will not render the necessary
assistance when called upon- The Head of the village being thus respected, would have it in
his power to do much good and decide petty quarrels and disputes, without their being knawn
{0 the aughorities and they might take up Civil suits under 10 Rupees as laid down by regulations,
but mo one will apply to them, unless they have confidence in them. T would therefore suggest

that on the demise of one of the heads of the Villages, his fellow townsmen might be consultad
who they preferred to 4ll the office, giving the preference to the nearest heir, should he be found
not, the wishes of the villagers ought. to be attended to, and the heirs of the

" deceased upon qualifying themselves might be chosen on the demise of him who who was placed

in the Misul, on account of the heirs of the deceased not being qualified. :
: (Signed) M. MURRAY, -

Collector.

; i e
?From O PELﬁY, Esq., Collector of Bell_ary; to G. S. FORBES, Esq., Secretary to t
' f Revente, dated 8th May 1856, No. 49.
: SIR,
In reply‘to the orders of the Board, con@unicated in Extract from

Y B\:l;nc:)\z;m Eifzf A e, e Proceedings, dated 18th December 1855, 1 have the honor to s.upply‘
in regard to the working of

he Board

2

ber 1855, Judicial Depast= the information called for by Government,
R the Courts of Village Moonsiffs in this Distriet.

2. In Bellary, the Regulation IV. of 1816, which confers on the Village Dytail authority
- to decide Civil Suits, is quite inoperative, as noticed by Government.

See Jett fCollactor of Bel- g . . 7 e
¥ ri ’ e e Boardof Revenue Attempts ha:\e l.)een mafle frequently.to induce th? Village 'Moonb'lﬁ”~ to
ed June 1828 and 15th  be more active in the discharge of this part of their duty; but without
Mreh 1844 effsct.  In 1823, the Collector, Mr. A. D. Campbell, and again in 1844,

Mr. Mellor rcpor.ted that endeavours had been made to give greater effect to the Regulation.
3. The Village Moonsiffs of Bellai‘y are, for the most part, farmers. Not more than one-

eighth of the sumber are able to read or write, and very few concern themselves with the Regula-
tions. Their general character may therefore be described as illiterate. But as they are aided
by the Curnums, who are

able enough at their pen, this cannot be deemed an adequate cause for
the Moonsiff not acting under the regulation. -

4. A preference is manifested by the natives, especially the merchants and money-lenders,
towards the Courts of the District Moonsiffs, not only because the Village Moonsiffs are unwilling

or incompetent to tak egal and formal manner of money suits, but.also because

e cognizance in a 1
the Plaintiffs in those suits, being generally-the merchants of the Talook, obtaina final decision of
their matter in the District Courts, where they e

mploy their Valkeels to prosecute many suits, it
may be, against several debtors, without inconvenience to themselves; and they obtain with
greater facility,

a decision more fayorable to them than they probably would in. a village Court.

They have also by resorting to the District Court, greater power of harassing their ignorant
debtor, and when necessary, make his ruin (as observed by Mr. Campbell), an example to others,
5. The Ryotsare content generally toapply to the Village Moonsiffs for the settlement of their

¢ to refer them to other parties, or to take them before the Tahsildax, or bring them to

disputes, 0 & :
the Collector, and the decisions passed by the Collector are almost universally accepted as final.

.For a Ryot to. carry his dispute (unless it be for a debt) to the Civil Courts, is a very rare occur-
rence in Bellary, and numberless petty, and not a few important, disputes, which perhaps in other
Districts, would be judicially investigated'in.the District.,Moonsiff’s or higher Courts, are disposc d

of by one or other ofthe authorities acting in their revenue capacity, Wwith much benefit to all

— Sl o e P
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iy SRS

concerned, without any formal procedure,

any money disputes be -
tween ryot and ryot, and also between merchant and ryot, settled by the intervention of the Vil-
lage Moonsiffs and by Punchayet.
drawn many such suits, which otherw

: t istrict Moonsiff Courts has
1se would have been dig i '
Courts, and they havé become to be looked

for money. The Talook or Collectorate Revenue authoritie
ters, '

No doubt also, there are m

6.  There can be no question but that the drea
disinelination to record proceedings for which no spe

d of responsibility to the Courts, and the
why the Village Moonsiffs are inacti

: cial remuneration js given, is another cayse
Ve In respect to this regulation

+ . They are oceupied in their
overnment ye e

7.° It is observed that in
the activity in those Districts
whether this difference in favo
ment in education, or to the h

'.l‘richinopoly and Combaconum, age Courts are active, and
1s contrasted with the Inertness ip Bellary anq Cuddapah ’ But
ur.of the Southern Courts is to be attributed tq Zreater acivauce
al(;xts ';nd Pursuits of thege Village Moonsiﬂ's, who have exhibited
nder the regulation op to any :

e gulat y other cause, I am net Competent to

the vill

8.  Tomake the village tribun
course to compulsory measures ;

cognizable by the Village Moonsiffs.

S

S R
N T

e s aene
et st e ey
LA g 7
et

t St GeoweJudzczal Consultation, Tth April 18:{1.:

s o abne

Sy o tail Merassy (if
i customary for the several shareholdex::h Oftth:ef]‘:::ence beino‘g)itven
St n : e ou SIS
b 1}):3(1 the office of Village M00ﬂ51ﬁ_. " tun]lgw': it woﬁld be attended with
generally competent) to This custom has its exceptlgns.t duleau& ot competeﬁt e
' tést man. ¥ nl the est and -
entirely to the fit 1 ule to retain only e ill Moon-
L o madea r Ao sl mong the Village Mo
much discontent, if it were edy one of the causes of apparent 1naf3v:1ty :the ninactivity ot s
BUbALISEoRRS wol{ld remete);lcy « It is however to be. 'obseﬂe Y 1auite competent to perform .
siffs of Bellary, viz., n:xcompseveral men who as far as ability goes, are q
4 ret there are '
iversal, and yet t : ts. . sy S ;
:}‘: duty of the Village Rl Coulr() Rupees cognizable by the Village Moonsiff w hldll;?:
gl . der up - e, in the vyear 1853,
ber of suits un ived from the Judge, were, i h
11. The num I find by a return receive . ‘There are 17 Ta-
, ! urts, I find by 777 suits for cach year. “There .
filed in the hlg}’er SC; 58’5 suits, being an average of ‘77_ bufl'ts o VERY co)gnizable by the Village
969 suits, and s ] e . that the average number o P 0:; ~3’8 villages (Mouzas) in the Dis-
looks in the District; slo 4.5 for each Talook, and as.there are ~,n; "77DvillageS; leaving i;early
Moonsiffs would be onby' of suits filed gives about 1to each of OE YC (‘) A TR R e e
trict, the average number cuits have been brought before the s ; S
r()0(’) villages from which no suits na And the returns show that of the whole num suits
Qv ; - : 1

i 1 exception of the town
e than arie or two fro he Sifme V_luagc ;V;;hstx};:s abmi noticed. Sao it
o l'“ril)’s‘;“ fm::he average number contame% 1!1‘;11118 Moonsiffs generally to 'per-
: e F : i little for the Village [t
0’ Be]lary’ il : poilsie B 1 e emselves acquainted
would appear by this tltit. t}:zzly noz sufficient to induce the: ’ilo tx}r‘x:l;i c::sny o qvma(,e
form,’and that the WO; dminstration under the regulation. n st Bl
with the legal forms o l‘: sgulation being on the whole so very si 1i ,1 e N
s s AR rt'tg in a Court of Law, should generally
i tle their matters
who wish to set

;;

AL

5

.A‘-‘
- b o LA i

. (Signed) C. PELLY, .

: , ~ ourts. . : 5

to bar the ent, ta { - ¢ Necessary to have ye- o : : Collector.

: £ s e entertainment ¢ any suit cogniz i 1 ; : :

! from being carried to the District Moonsif Court withoyt 8pec1§l l‘casofs- ::(lle In their Courts .
" Village Moonsiff to dispose of such suits, But in : ¢ o 0 compe
l
:

I the !
to both the suitor and the sued, and the rule would he evaded continyall Pr‘l’)babl)’ > di'sa‘;?rrceublc j
ing his demand for a sum above the limiteq amount, But gti]) ;¢ i ht)}]) ¥ dlhe Plaintiff mak-
Distriet Moonsiff should receive no suit cognizahle by the village Coi 2 ¢ made a rule that the
for so doing could be shawn, i

-

: " " 5., Secretary to the Board
ELLY, Esq.; Collector of Bellary;‘to (ir S. FORBES, Lsq., Secretary
il 2 - \e 54 :
i ff Revenue, dated 13th May 1856, No. 5 .

nsifls might ol Sl ts unless sufficient reason L . SIR,
¥ lg also eal & o e
inducement to try suits. But it would stil] he questionable whethep (::ed to receive fees ag ay,
li act more beneficially in settling matters of this kind $ Y Would req
)

f 8th Instant, I have the honor to enclose a copy of the letters
tter o 2

s o l‘ % o . ;.
R on the subject of the Village Moonsiffs, viz
Uy after al) : :
do now actually, but not manife

: oy llectors of Bellary, e 3 svision of the Judicial systen,
1 t and lega] forpy than ¢t : e 7 COS: s Collector Chaplin, to the Commissioners for the Revision o :
stly, b adjustiy . : y the ey m Mr. Colle
- necessity of keepi e omer sng andsettling SFalldidds. The compui. | e Y 618
. sory necessity of keeping a record o every transaction ig not attende i e ' dated Ist June 1515.
dispensing of justice, and it may be a question whether i{ i enefit in the i

: re 1820.
'd of Revenue, dated 1st Ju
bell, to Board o
Collector Campbell,
records are necessary, should at onceé be carried
bynal to make and keep them, - .

1 from Mr.

do ,s . Brd June 1823.
to : ‘
‘ o T h 1844
he village ¢ri- P 1 from : do., dated 15th Mare ; . 3
X 1 from Mr. Collector Mellor, to do., (Signed) €. PELEY,
9. The emoluments of th'e Potails of Bellary haye not heen ;'ex'ised Or improved. ¢ ‘ Osliectars ;
The emoluments they now enjoy are very unequal. In gome villages they areI; % bgenerall,v. . G -
[ rally they are small. They are comprised of rent free lands and feex S riia ';;‘;gt.h ut gene- “ : i : s adie % S
Merassy by hereditary tenure which may in some respect affoct their efficien ey ~Mey - oy ‘ llector, Anantapoor; to the Commissioners for
sons dependant on their salaries direct from the Treasury, anq rémovable gt ‘.:i;‘; woonsxﬂ‘s, i " From Wi CHAPLIN, Esq., Co e; ls; -.I une 1818.
il find it for their interest to dispose * of mope suits ; and as g Consequence. 'Would’ :l;)ldb{)mba})l"" ’ o e T s bl | :
: . : . ? g g , 0 5 & : y Bhape.
suits also. The estimated value of all the authorized emoluments of the Potaﬁs fa Y create _ GENTLEMEN, : formed regarding the probable beneficial ef-
: . 4 3 - prrope y A : . . : : :
: villages of Bellary, is 52,968 Rupees pey annunt, as follows . . or the 2758 : 1. As the expectasions which must hie )eeltl'on of the Village Moonsiff Regulation, in fa-
‘ - A . ¥ "¢ herati O' . b b
kl | = . that would be derived from th? ges Olt ret been to any considerable extent 1e.th.4ed,v and
A | In Land : cres, Sur\-o}' Asst.  Net Asst. felcts ing the adjustment of petty suits, have dnol i % b I;resent moment, nearly a dead lctter,
; - 2,04,25/ ; . w ilitating the adjustmer idered to be R bal A s i
= 5 , : 1 V254 1,01 630 7 c jon in fact may be conside 40 b the TEtAeisl mips
ek age ik T : ~ a4 * at Regulation in fac : : ‘hat appear to me - Rt
’ , i ; 27,316 & oy R g;:to be nty duty to represent to _slrou ‘;‘ (;m nilziertaking the important functions which
| : ! i { e X ot : s fr |
} Bémumger: o h s it LW I e m £ L C)?C:lnt have prevented the Potails of v,l age y
} ey 1,346 56,152 i % ontethe : pr : | | ‘ ? ;
' : : . ; i . sigus to them. = S ElA e, hape of a Hookum
I The Actual Produce is however estimated to be only ST - the regulation assigus : . up an abstract of the regulation in the shaj ?] s to exer-
| : Add fees in grain’ .., ... s .- e Tt SR L 87 569 5 s I, several months ago, drew u h Disﬁ‘icte and invited the Heads of villages 3
! / g 15,406 K % e bichwas Girculated through all the ricts,
b i. ﬂ,: naman, % 3 3
: ' Total value of Emoluments...5:2,9(js .
*which1s "howev s, Euiiject 10 T EU et 14,202 R“I’Ees, and the I;otails are r ibl &
o) g . e -2 - _f'
for Circar Land (appanum) amounting to at present 1,30,666 e €sponsible ¥
‘ 4
el .

e
R
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- Moonsiffs between whom and themselves there exiatn
s 110

ort St. George, Judicial Consultatiop. T 3
,,,,, R e suttation, Tth April 1857
cise their Judicial powers, but finding, after a considerabl o
from the preposed duty, it became an object of partic (i
late circuit, to ascertain what were theiy ;)bjecti()]lii t(:
to. think that the institution of the District Moon;iff :
of the Fillage Moonsiffs, The former have a dir; ;
can to their Courts every suit which arises,

ia se i
e tp of tl'u}e, that they still refrained
.tc t;lexcst With me in the course of 1
it. e res : : my
> result of my enquiries leads me
ct i n a great degree incompatible with t}
since t} interest in drawing as far as 11!05' i ffl'lh
p ce tlcy receive fi ; ‘ 0Ss1hY
: PRIl NI e e Bl e fees ! o -
.lnd.]th.l\ very powerful principle of incitement prompts them t S upon the decision of the
?n t 1.611 own hands the litigation of the country, as well a 0 use every exe
ing for redress to the village tribunals g : :

Sy v g tribunals.  On the othey hand, the Vi) gants from resopi-
contrast their situation with that of the District Moo 4 tlage Moonsiffy Yery natur
& 5 ; ; Moons ;
remunerate them for their labour, whilst the former q

, de

iffs who have
formance of the duty, they feel themselves toq placed i
1

n,

rtion to co

w neent .

s to discourage litig il
b f]

% ally
e a large salary and fees to
. em?luxxxent whatever for the per
a situation subordinate :

to the Distri
St : I common tic a e ; Shiph
nection, except what may arise from the necessity of the V. on tie of assaciation,

: $ijel By ; illa ‘ :
tion XXX to the District Moonsiffs to assist them in the ex ge 'Moonsﬁfs applying under Sec
regularly reporting under Secti @ 0 '¢ Xecution of thej sy
)(;in(r t{ P. = g er‘becnou XXXIII, the fines they have levied their decrees, or that of
1_ ‘:d hem ; this sn}te of dependence upon the Distriet Moonsif 31’ and their reasons for jm.-
er e.st.c m('Jtnej t(? st}u-lulate them to the task, renders the s % ed to the want of anv in-
exercise of their judicial powers. - quite indifferent, if not A
(23

3. The length however of the Regulation and the fi
unsurmountable obstacle to its general operation ‘

riv

averse to the

Ims to be obsery 4
. rved
Neither the » constitute the most

ry i'mind so many rules as : i e Potail nor \
pin dic 1y : a E{}re contained in it, and though they are y tile S BERy .
by / 1sa stum = . L Texr nlv ext
& qppleh}ami 3 ; : o ing block which cffectually checks any att ¥y plainly expressed, yet
3 & i on also of bemn P v . attem i =
. 75 kL prosecuted upon unfounded ¢} Ptto comprehend them
deters the Village Moonsiffs from und'ertaking any corges-of corruption and op 3
Rl 5 : ; responsibility pression
awakened by pains and penalties whilst no count"ractinI; :-lht) + Ina word, their fears
e motiv R

stimulus to the discharge of the trust intended to be reposed in ¢ ];)f Interest presents itself as
& em, v

passed under the Regul

4, r.Though few,' if any formal decisions have been ‘
by the V lllf‘ge Moon.sxﬁ's, yet it is necessary to state that m i PN yeatis
nue according to the immemorial usage of the countr Pl ol gy HedGingye i
mediation. The quantity of substantial justice admy t ey,
in account, but I have reason to believe tilatit is stilllm
general character of shrewdness and honesty which ;
caste or by local partialities) prevails amongst thisc
decisions in these little disputes, which often lead t
timable.

gh their agency and
epat . Way, does not appear
i e ; bxts amount, and from the
lass of I)eopleel ¥ Particular prejudices of
s L conceive {}  theiy

Sl s : 1€ value of their
petty war of village vexation,” is ines-

stered in this homely

(Signed) W CHAPLIN
(True Copy.) ; (‘(ullc‘('(rrr_

(Signed) €, PELLY
: & e Collectoy.
From A. D. CAMPBELL, Esq., Collector of Bellay
Board of Revenue, dated 1st June 1820,

3 to Saa
Y3 tothe President and Members of ]
GENTLEMEN, the

1.. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
date the 13th January last, and to state, that Section I1
been conformed to by my predecessors,

IY‘;;“’ letter, to mys Head
» Begulation TV

: : and has been strietly observed 1, oy
2. 1t would however be improper not to state to L

represented by Mr. Chaplin, te the Commissioners fo > egulation IV 1816, was

letter addressed to them on e
'. gay buiais the ls‘t June 1818, as « nearlya doag Ehe Judicial system, in o
vegret that two years further experience of it has not prod dea letter” in this District, ay dl
¢ 18 : . & ' uced a diffe iy ana i
3.‘ In cluclda.tu‘)n of the causes which have predoh: ki itlerent effect.
copy of Mr. Chaplin’s letter above mentioned 15 unexpected result, I encl

3 . Uity 1 enclese o

o Assistant, under
816, appears to have
myself.

nor any con- :

-

-

. constantly refer complainan

.
"3 %

.}5 o P
’. I Yo SPRTHEESRT S SR SERENE
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o, i . JUP S on o :
......... R ST RBIE - - “~ .

ve to observe, that thé R&dt in 't'-hi-s
e village merchants, to whom he

4. In addition however, to what is therei contaiggd, I h?‘
District seldom sees a coin ; his kists are.in gth eﬁz;izf{m ‘,6
his crop as isnot res for his 0

i;l:sd?:;zzttﬁzf i;iu;}-legi‘:r? fe;nd in peptty s&its, .t!;g defendant, not thtf plain_tiﬁ. '.The .mercl'.ja.nts,
01; the con’t.rnwy, who are the monied people of thag:oxﬁrt?ty, : nd in asituation directly the
they endeavour by all means to press a hard bargain with the Ryot, and when once they

Rt yd btor on their books, none are mare expert than they are at all means of artifice and
get:h‘m R enting the debt ; they are the creditors and plaintiffs in nearly all cases, and
iﬁﬁﬁﬁlmg;;cm VY, Regulation IV 1816, giving jurisdiction to the Village Moonsiffs to

i tent of ten Ru X1, Regulation VI 1816, gives to the District Moonsiffs
the ex
Jurisdiction in the same

pees, yetas Section ‘ : ; . :

cases, the plaintiff will always make his election of ’fhe la.ttter, msfead of
+he former tribunal, he thereby adds to the annoyance of the Ryot, b}" dn;ggmg hu;x to ta :J.sta::e
from his crops, and he knows that the expert, Wwary, and pRULY jfoggmg a;vy e;, e “‘1315 o mdi e
Zillah Court, and suddenly raised to the situation of a provincial Judge, free irom all immet ate
c.'ont:x'oul'& local superintendence, is more likely to _be venal, and to ?verlook an ?xhﬂrb;;@t
éhafge, or fraudulent account, than the head of the village, wl.lose education has b_een very g(;lh 6}1‘-
ont, whose ideas of justice though not so reﬁ,ne!_l, are more solid, and more tﬁon:;ftent ;VlnH; e
cou’xmon notions of the people, and whose decisions and .conduct would. be. e e}r:xe % 2 ge
conversation, and the constant subject, if generally unjust of regrfasentamon to the Collector,
pither when he visits the spot, or by the numerous parties constantly

business. : ;

on fe::x"'exxt;eb.e Y dherefore, through you, 0 spbmit to Government, .t.hat Section XI, Reglf'

' d be modified ; that District Moonsiffs be declared incompetent to entertain

. 6, shoul R 3
]atxonf\gelssuiiés :p'eciﬁe 1 in Section V. Regulation IV 1816, exceptin appeal from the Village
i‘;y :siﬁ's In short, that the District Moonsiffs be declared to possess not concurrent, but
Moo . :

1lant jurisdiction in such cases; and I apprehend  this must have been the intention of the
appe : ) .

- mers of these laws. : ks
t’am‘:;s I defer other remarks upon this subject, until I shall have made the circuit of the Ta-
! Board respecting the general state of these Districts.

hen I propose to address your »
0 (Signed) A. D. CAMPBELL,
Collector.

looks,

(True Copy.)
(Signed) C. PELLY,
Collector.

A.D CAMPBELL, Esq., Collector of Bellary ; to the, President and Members of the

From |
Board of Revenue, dated 3d June 1823.

GENTLEMEN,

I have had the honor to receive your
When Regulation IV 1816, was promulgated,

of each village, and every endeavour wa
reason stated in his Jetter to the Commissioners

ported it in this District to be < a dead letter.”
in my letter to your Board of the 1st June 1820,

: i erati is law. .
tended to impede the operation of this ; ; . _
Since that period, the Regulation in question has not been modified, further M‘by depriv-

ing theTalook Moonsifls of their fees, on suits within the jm‘isdictit.m of the Village Mci?nsi.ﬁ's.
During the present year, I have given to the heads °f it vxllagz a 5“““:‘;1"’? 31;1";:“:;

ment as Village Moonsiff, 1 have explained to them both in bodies, an separ? 1@ LR : .

made the most intelligent of them, explain in my presence to the rest, the general provisions o

Reculation IV 1816, I have urged them to exercise the
s ts to them for redress.

orders under _dat.e’ the 15th Ultimo.
copies of it werfe lodged with the Curnums

vn consumption. Heis in generals

resorting to his Cutcherry -

was used by Mr. Chaplin to give it effect 5 but for the =
for the revision of the Judicial.system, he re-

.1 stated my view of the causes which -

powers thereby vested in them, and

~ SRR
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But I am sorry to state that, as yet, I have no reason
given to this law. Nor do I think that, in Bellary
trict Moonsiffs possess concurrent. jurisdieti -

Jurisdiction with the Villa .
: ; .
not. the Ryot, who is the creditor, and he will ever prefer the gDi?t[Cfo?mﬂ.s.
order to harrass his ignorant debtor, and make his ruin an examplerlc :(;l th
0 others.,

to believe that an

it wi Y Operatio
it will ever be effectiv. pe: n has been

e, so long as the Dis-
Itis the merchant,
e village Court, in

(Signed) A. D. CAMPBELL,

(True Copy.) Collector.

(Signed) C. PELLY,
; Collecior.

From A. MELLOR, Esq., Collector of B ’
) ) ella.ry 3B : =
to the Board of Revenue, dated 15th Marc§ ]138.101. LOVELL, Esq.

» Acting Secretary
SIr, v

I had the honor to receive your letter of
tract from the Minutes of Consultation of G
an Extract fron} a letter from the Honorable
exercised by Village Moonsiffs.

the 22nd January,
overnment, under d
the Court of Diyec

Forner lanati
no cases were disposed of by the Village MOOP anation as to what canses it is
of habits, want of inclination, ability and spirit, on the part
causes why the power has not been exercised, as espec; l{"’j“' of the Potails,
unable even to read or write their own langu i pecially, many of them, in

= . - - '
A communication similar to the one now under rep]
eply,

Court, through the Civil J 4 has b :

copy of which reply is herel:vdigt:l :il?r:;i::g’ caélmg for the i“fonnaﬁz:? al:(;eln:i from : the Sudr

result of the enquiry therein proposed, to ’b and I shall in due course have the hon‘;:i}oﬂ:d totn,h a
2 port, the

ummabundy, for the infor-

(Signed) A. MELLOR,
(True Copy.) Collector,

(Signed) 6 PELLY,
~ Collector.

From CaptainJ. G. RUSSELL, Offer.s:
. y Offi
Kurnool ; to G. S. FORBES‘“'“;;I:g Agent to tlie Governor o

. f Fort S§t. G
April 1856, No, 24, 9> Secretary to the Board of - George, at
e 3 of Revenue, dated 111

- Proceedi

December last, No. 3400 conveyin ¢ ‘roceedings of the Board of Rev

. en

Idem, No. 922, requiring ;nformatioi E Xtract from the Minutes o nes under date the 18t

£av B iones 1o staia T T Inregard to the working of t

A e T s b
the practice in this District to employ g ghulye ¢

eyye . t av .
willing to improve themselves, if they h:em as such, They are Y8, it has never been

quite : 7
d the opportunity, 1 uneducated, and not even
s Government e
Vxl!ages........,...‘.' 0 Shrotri agheer, Go
Hamis'soars oo sis, e Jnghegr' = ]\W h o e by
s <85 the marginal st
- atement
: RN e 105 Tger
o T 5‘? c T“ ~. %05 ° " ‘that t}xe Reddies in
B e e LA 0 i 198 villages have o
R LR 2 M:T“ —_1  emoluments, either in
T e *yl*- land or money. Agnin
the  Enams allotted in
e - R~ .- T

W’W e

Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation; Tth April 1857.

s arn e At T

some villages are quite inadequate, I
case, those in actual employ are only shareholders in such Enams.

3. Under these circumstances, the services of cgmpetent parties can hardly be expected{

j rnment appears to be to relieve Courts from enquiring into minor cases, anc
:shz:th ft(;}sn:z: ;f,si;‘{: in this I;gtrict to find Villa.ge Moonsiffs qualified to fill fhat oﬁ.ice, per-
haps the object might be attained by the estabhs.hment of c?mpetent and paid parties esta-
blished in each Talook, to perform the duties of Village Moonsiffs. :
(Signed) J. G. RUSSELL,

Officiating Agent to the Governor.

—— .

From C. J. SHUBRICK, Esq., Collector of Chingleput; to G. S. FORBES, Esq., Secretary
to the Board of Revente, dated 13th March 1856.
SR, < , ; .
1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Ext.rz.tct from the Board s Proceedmgf
of the 18th December last, communicating for my rfamarks{ Minutes of Consultation, of the 8t
Idem, on the present condition of the Village Meonmﬁ' s Courts. .
9, T beg to state, that the Village Moonsiffs in this District are probably as well qualified for

i i intelli i ¢ Districts of the Carnatic. Their office is
+ < duties by education and intelligence, as in mos the ( ‘
i le their heirs to succession, if they are qualified, other-

arded as hereditary only so far as to entit | '
::ie the most eligible Merassydar of the village, by extent of landed p.roperty, and the mﬂuex_lce
he bears, is nominated to the office which frequently occasions a certain amount of party-feehng

among the different competitors. The office is only sought for t%le respeci': it confers on the .hOId.-t
er, which necessarily varies with his personal character, and occasionally with the length of time 1
in his family. : :
has b;en 'll‘nhe areat d};awback to the efficient Workinjg of the institution in the Re.venue and Pc—
i : well as Judicial Departments, is the want of interest on the part ?f the Vxllage.a Moonsiffs
ks fter their appointment, arising from the absence of any special remuneration for the
aed of them, the grama maniems which ought to have formed their remuneratiorf be-
n and enjoyed by them as private property in common wi.th the. other Meras‘m.dturs
according to their several shares in the villagef; so that the office, by mvolvu.xg a respon?nblht)i
withouta remuneration, is coveted more as a point of honor or persona..l exaltation than with any
i . of making it useful. Mr. Freese, ina report dated 19th April 1844, submitted at length
P 3 ¢ the Board, various propositions for remunerating the Village Moonsiffs,

themselves,
duties requir
ing looked upo

for the consideration 0 :
which do not as yet appear to have been noticed.
(Signed) C. J. SHUBRICK,

Collector.

h Arcot ; to J. D. SIM, Esq., Actin
_ WHITTINGHAM, Esq. Collector of NOI"(! ; , Esq., Acting
“pagk Secretary to the Board of ’Revenue, dated Chittoor, 29th November 1856, No. 283.

ST, : :
Para 1. I have the honor to submit the information called for in Extract Minutes of

Consultation, dated 8th December 1855, which accompanied Extract Proceedings, Board of
Revenue, No. 3400, dated 18th December 1855.

9. . The Tahsildars were called upon by me to state their oPinio‘n as to the efficiency of the”
% siffs in their several Talooks, and to report the causes which rendered the office .

Village Moon o
inopegrabive- They have reported general incompetency on the part of the Moonsiffs. In the

Talook of Palamanair, the number of Moonsiffs who can neither read nor write, is reported to be
154, out of a total of 951, and the Tahsildar states that of the 97, whq can read, 32 only can be

considered qualified for the office. v
The Chendragherry ‘Tahsildar considers the 205 Moonsiffs in his Talook, as almost all un-

qualified. ; :
From the southern Talooks, the reports are not quite so bad.

B ¥ o e - i sl =Pt = -

whilst those in others are excessive, but even in the latter

i
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and no doubt is capable of much modification.
they seemed to think it feasible.
(Signed) A. W. SULLIVAN,

; Sub-Collector.

5. This is merely a crude idea of my own,
I have spoken to several Moonsiffs on the subject and

(True Copy.)
(Signed) C. WHITTINGHAM,
Collector.

e e

L, Esq., Sub-Collector, in charge of South Arcot.to G. S.

From Z£. R. McDONEL -
FORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary fo the Board of Revenue, dated Cuddalore, 10th

January 1856, No. 8.

SIR, v

1. 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Extract from the Board's Proceedings
dated 18th December last, No. 8,400, with Extract from the Minutes of Consultation under date
8th Idem, calling for certain information regarding the working of the Courts of Village Moon-

siffs, and the estimation in which they are held by the native community.
9. InreplyI beg to state that the Court of Sudr Adawlut have already called upon the

Magistrate for similar information, and Mr. Hall made a reply, in which he fully entered into all

the points connected with the subject.

3. I therefore venture to submit a copy of Mr. Hall’s repbrt for the information of the

Board of Revenue. A
4 (Signed) . R. McDONELL,

- Sub-Collector in charge.

tor of South Arcot; to G. ELLIS, Esq., Register to the Court of

From A. HALL, Esq., Collec
dated 26th December 1855.

Sudder Adawlut, Madras,
SR,

1 have the honor to acknowledge your letter
ith the working of the

dated 21st Ultimo, calling for information upon
certain points connected W Village Moonsiffs’ Courts, under Regulation IV
of 1816. ’
Query 1s¢.—How the Village
confidence in them equally on the part of traders

their being favorable to the ryots to a degree,

Moonsiffs' Courts in preference 7
Answer.—In reply to the first question, I beg to state that as far as this District (South Arcot)

;s concerned, the Courts of the Village Moonsiffs are held in low estimation by all parties, whether
Statement. vaza b5k traders or ryots, and are mnot resorted to, so
vies 397 308 much as they should be, as may be seen by
o 13% the marginal statement of the number of suits
stttti6 9 decided by the Village Moonsiffs throughout
; L. 24 the District during 1853 and 1854.
166 Moonsiffs in the District, but although they have been selected for their
eir being supposed to possess superior attainments and intelligence, they
But few of them ever attempt to dispose of

Moonsiffs' Courts are generally estimated, and whether there is
and ryots, or whether there is a suspicion of
which makes the traders resort to the District

There are 3,
offices on account of th

are, generally speaking, illiterate and ignorant men.
civil suits at all, and many of them are utterly incompe : .
formance of the civil duties of their offices is regarded by Moonsiffs as quite 2 secox.ld.ary matier;
their situations being chiefly coveted for the authority and power conferred upon their incumbents
by their being vested with Police functions.

I do not however consider that tradersarve deterre
Officers from an apprehensio’n that their feelings are to0 much enlisted on the side of the ryots,

for them to be able to give just decisions.

tent to do so if they wished. The per- °

d from bringing their suits before these
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Query 2nd.—Whether if the heads of vil Sicah b g s SR
he readily resorted to ? villages acted as Village Moonsiffs,

e espvscen e e 4R R e g S ey e
T vy

their Courts would

Answer.—In regard to the second point, I am of opinion
also Moonsiffs, it would not tend to their Courts being mor,e

now, and it seems questionable whether, as th
¢ heads of villages
- : : : are char i :
of the revenue, it would be expedient to give them, as a matt:r of courscg‘:;1 \vlg\ 1t.he collection
,» the Police authority

which the Moonsiffs possess. I am however inclined to think that :
a good arrangement to unite the offices in one person » upon the whole, it is generally

that %f all heads of villages were
readily resorted to, than they are

Query 3rd.—How the Village Moonsiffs perform their duty

selves, or transfer the duty to the Curnums ? Wwhether they try the cases them-

Answer.—The few Moonsiffs who do try Civil Suits in this District
rict are,

of doing so without calling in the aid of the Curnums. I believe, in the habit

Query 4-th.—jV\.’hether comp_laints are often made against them
ground of partiality or corruption, and what inference is to be dy » and appeals preferred on the
Answ.er.——Complaints are not ofte{x, to my knowledge, made 0:‘:111 fl'Onf such appeals ?
;:)orruptlon on thg part of: the M.oons1ﬁ's in disposing of Civil Suits F;ubject of the partiality or
e a general feeling of distrust in regard to their decisions, and th, e oughhere seems to me to
Query 5th—1Is it the practice of Village Moonsiffs With’o . Mes of précedae,

bitants of their Vill : uta formal tri :
4 e illage to settle amicably, matters, which would oth;‘a],. tobmduce the inhas
e : Twise be carried b
efore

Answer.—I do not think that the Vi
e Village Moonsiffs
k : e often giy
;Ou:itttiz ar.rrlx:cabl‘y ma-t&ers which are likely to he brought befoi‘ ih thémselves the trouble to try
n o Yourts ‘
himself to adjust zu:}lx :g,e.’ wh]:ﬂ:el“ }}1:3 be the Moregar or the Moo(rzlsif(f)‘u;&' Doubtless; the in-
airs, but L should . , does oceasi i
this District. say that instances of the kind are 80;5‘0'}‘:‘1:7 e
. ewhat rare in
It may be that South Arcot is worse off than so
the offices of Village Moonsiff. TEducation _some other Districts
b}

but at present there is certainl i
y asad scarcity of ¢
. ompetent men t
ob

a goo'd arrangement to establish another class of M
the village ones, with extended powers, and with
with a range of several villages combined placed
{
It may not perhaps be out of
: place for me he :
ber (4) of Talook Moonsiffs as wholly inadequ:iet(;- metr;ltlon, that I consider the present
or the re sent num-

that I think that much good wo 1 uir
g uld result from an increase bein:r m::;::!t‘tl t);)f the District, and
0 them,

oonsiffs intermed;
g ate] B
a suitable salar Y between the District and

St y att‘ached to their offices, and
I respective jurisdietione ’

(True Copy.) Collector.

(Signed) ZE. R, McDONELL
Sub. :

—— Collector in charge.

anjore ;

From H. FORBES, Esq., Collector of T to G. 8. FoO ;
dated 23rd January 185(;, N O]-;{?SES’ Esq., Acting Secretary

to the Board of Revenue,
SIR,

2. The Village Moonsiffs in 3
as in Ekbhogum villages, the agen: 8:}]011" SR Yery generally ejt},
the management of their farms, and ag thand-holders, and in gjt, er themselves land-owners, or,
ot of Moonsifl (it auts o6 eailleue ey hold the office of Puter case,'are muchoceupied with
ments. The Moonsiffs have theref: mg.the Government dem t.ahmamem, in °°“j“ncli0;l ith
Tefore little time to diteks toa:}f 1s added to their other emp‘:e’t
€r civil duties, ang the Femirin e—
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ration they recevie for their services 1is wholly insufficient to stimulate them to unusual exer-
tion. They are paid according to the amount of the revenue of the village to which they are
appointed, the highest sum received by any is Rupees 129 a year, and in some villages the annu-
al remuneration is as low as 21 annas.

3. In addition to the hindrance which their own affairs offer to an active discharge of civil
duty, and to the want of the stimulus of a fair remuneration for the performance of public duty,
the absence of all aid and assistance is a serious impediment to the Moonsiffs ; there is no one in
the village whom they can employ to cite a party, to serve a summons, Or to call a witness, it is
no one's duty to keep their accounts, to regulate their file, to prepare process, or to copy de-
crees, and unaided and alone, without a goomustah, a peon, ora taliary, engaged in a large
farm, and inadequately paid, it is perhaps not very surprising that the Village Moonsiff is inactive.

4. The Government have noticed, that the Moonsiffs have been active in Trichinopoly
and Tanjore, but, I believe in the former District, and certainly in the latter, the activity has not
been among the Village Moonsiffs properly so called, but has been confined to the town Moon-
siffs of Trichinopoly, Combaconum, and Tanjore; these latter are men of high respectability and
intelligence, they are paid each 40 Rupees a month, and their Courts are a very great convenience
to the people. The Moonsiff of Combaconum was for long in.adequately palfi, rfacelving only the
usual percentage on the land revenue of Combaconum ; attempts, by application to the Sudder
Udalut, were made by the Judges at various times to obtain a proper salary, but without eﬂect,
and at last, the late Judge, M. Scott, addressed the Government direct, and sanction was at once
given for the Moonsiff’s present pay- Very soon afterwards, I was petitioned by all the inhabi-
tants of the Government limits at Tanjore, and the surrounding villages, to nominate a town

Moonsiff, and I succeeded in obtaining the sanction} of Government
fLIBRE NS 1354' to the measure, the result has been very satisfactory ; in 1855, 667 suits
were on the Moonsiff's file, of which 617 were decided, and I have been since petitioned by the
inhabitants of Iyempettah, of Nagore, of Negapatan}, axtd of other large towns, to obt.:ain. similar
facilities for them. Whether just or not; the feeling is general that freq’uent applications for
increase of establishment are not approved by Government, and I have hitherto limited myself
to the nomination of 2 Moonsiff rt Negapatam, paid by the annual small precentage on the land reve-
nue of the village, intending to endeavour to obtain fc?r him a fixed salary, should the establish-
ment of his Court prove to be a public convenience, in the foqr months tbat he has held office

this Moonsiff has decided 118 cases.

5. I have no doubt whatever that the appointment of intelligent men, fitly remunerated,
and with time at their disposal, as Village Moonsiffs in the large towns of Tanjore, would be an
immense boon to the people. In Combaconum, there are three European Judges, a Sudr Ameen,
and two District Moonsiffs, and yet in 1855, the town Moonsiff decided 105 suits, out of 666
which were upon his file, and I am of opinion that had a small establishment been allowed to
them, the Moonsiffs of Combaconum and of Tanjore, would bave been even more useful to the
public than they have been. No peons are allowed them, no caderwared, and no goomustah, and

all that is expended in batta to persons serving process, in stationery, and in yvriting, is paid from
the not very lavish salary of 40 Rupees a month.

6. If it should be the Board's pleasure to recommend, and that of the Government to sanc-

; 1d suggest that the salary of the office should

tion, an extension of these Moonsiffs’ Courts, I wou
Rupees for a goomustah, of the same sum

be fixed at 35 Rupees a month, with an allowance of
for two peons, ancf of 3 Rupees for saderwared, so that the whole expense of each Court should

be 50 Rupees a month.

7. The following is.a list of the places where, in my opinion;

these Courts would be advan-

tageously. placed.
Iyempettah.

Topetoray, to include Vadarniem.
Aradanghy.

Vellum.

Ortanad. .

Negapatam.

Nagore.
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Keevalore.
Munnargoody.
Poriar.
Myaverum, including Conaud and Trivundoor.
Cottalum.
Sheally.
Trimulvassel.
Valengaman.
Swamimalay.
Trinagashwarum.
Trivior.
Trivalore,
Moottoopettah.,

8. With reference to the last Clause of the Board's

Proceedings, 1 } i
: . » L have to inform them that
the office of Village Moonsiffs has never been considered

hereditary in Tanjore,
(Signed) H, FORBES,

Collector.

From J. BIRD, Esq., Collector of Trichinopoly ; to G. S. F
to the Board of Revenue, dated 17th January 1856,
SIR,

ORBES, Esq., Acting Secretary
No. 8. ]

Para. 17 I have had- the honor to receive, on the 11th Instant
No. 3400, with Extract from Proceedings, dated

the 18th Deceraber 1858 - 500 Cieular,
e ecember 1855, and as g <=
by, I submit the information called for by Governm 3, and as required there

ent, relative to the workin 4
Village Moonsiffs in this District of Trichinopoly. icenss vy

2. With the exception of the Town Moonsiff

Of rl‘i lill( p , l
| a C l ) 01 ltself a“d the LIOOHS”! Ot
Ser“ngha]n, the Vlllage O{ﬁCBrS m the lnterlor Of the Dlstllct‘ deCl(le but 'ew S uit,s| a“(l th( €
E i to a llm”ed numbober Of 1 lﬂg s, 1 , § ‘ l i 5
! e alo()k PT i "i
‘ I Vv l (&} n U]ll thlee 1 S, Out Uf '.he e]ght com - !I.

e Tl 3. The marginal
i The number of Suits disposed of in stat 5 -
dulricng iggi' “:;‘]u:“e of those pending in| - cient will put your
and the number filed in 1855 Board i phade e .
e R : in possess
th?%e;‘" Number RaleWN N possession of

iy b %4
Decreed | namah | the file, | Total, | the divisions where the

Talook. Village,

Trichinopoly T\ T M:‘JOHSiﬁ' Courts. - are
own F
Moous s i . found to be in some de-
9 | 239 181 | a9g 718 g :
Streerungum .. ,, 287 .. S o
Conaud .. +...|12 Moonsiffs for o * g 275 The total 1
12 Villages........, 695 403 & . = S0kl Setwber
Torriore ... -.|Pootoor .. .. ., 5 s 50 224 687 of suits filed during the
Wodiar polliam..!9 Moonsiffs for 9 - E 0 5 - ’
‘ Villages .... .. 118 29 A Past year of 1855, were
- 0
| W76 ) a0 o] 0% Of these, 946
o S S R TR T 7

were disposed before the
Moonsiffs of Trichine.
v T twenty-two vill j
; - ages of
ion lamentably small i .\ one i Torriore and nine in. Wodiarpolliam. A
proportion Y small In comparison with the entire villages of the wh g =¥
ing as they do no less than 1254, '€ Whole Zillah, number.
4, _I'have ever endeavoured to stimulate the Moo 4
their judicial powers and functions, but to Jittle Purpose, Apg [ .;),;es - 'the exercise of
partly to educatlon'fil ignorance and consequent inaptitude for offy attribute thig backwardness
apathy, as well as dislike to enter into formal judicial proceedin ce, partly to
\ gs.
5. Taken on a general L -
onag : al view, I am of opinion, the Village Moonsiff Courts in this Diste:
not more operatflv'e on.t e whole than thoge of other Provinces For th m this District are
petty suits e.\:_hxblted in the annual returns js not decided by the v';)lr the !'tiason that the bulk of
gular Stipendiary Moonsiffs or Officers, who recejve 2 fixed mont{;]ﬂge Officers,

nsiffs of the villa

indolence and

but by two re-
y salary for the duties they

-

B L T

PO 4Py 4> oL -

v.w.‘“'v.-w.‘p{.«_ S bk

T Ce el vy

" Fort St. George, J udicial Cm"”‘ftff?l, (

‘n‘uch inteue‘:t can

follows that the emoluments of man,
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.w—vv:“’“"; m T Mobflsiﬁ's of Trichin‘op01y and of Seringham.
perform. These functionaries. 2nd the latter 7 Rupees per mensem. :

. . ‘ % % : Y " . . " t
The former receiving .40 ?‘upa:(: incentive held out to perform duty, which are wanting in respec
6. Here is a stimulus

i ichi ly are allow-
istrict. et the Moonsiffs of Trichinopoly ;
i ers of the District. As ye [ o
e adiain oo (:‘ﬁfax;er se, for the office. Those who do rece;:iec eextr:)onominate e
ed no regular r(:munera} lt‘;:e’ Vim"gé’ and hence it has always beenv‘the.\_pramade Sosiatiders
e Monegztn: of the Monegars of every village, and selection |
Moonsiffship some

» . . : Mi-
C i marked by Government, in the
:1 Trichinopoly so pointedly re ) pleal
e favo{ialgefzerﬁ:i:;’l‘:‘; notpcﬁ)zained, as I have shewn already from the interio
nutes of Consultatio s

he District, but trom e exertions chiefly ipendiary Officers.
from th: ons chiefly of two Stipen ' s
: e it thi :1:;: as a strong argument in favor of the nomination of more such
I would submit this Te b o | f
| 0. e name v ulness
. One tob . am' d for, and locntexi at, each Cusbah town of every Talm::k, wheriz his 11153 son

: anift d :he benefit to the people great, by a speedy an heap disposal o ir

11d b ifest, an d
would’be manifest, ¥

3 . I) Y o
. N

s Cusbah towns.
: the population of the ot i e oy
ey t0- .P P : %7 to 10 Rupees per mensem woul P intelligence from the
In this District, f;o:n t any amount of education or intelligen

s, et Wormunt it hespradof kvl et
: in remote par : dvocate upholding the
Village Officers in remote 4. But still I would adv
' be found.

; : i
anc 1t hority working much good,
] estral retention of aut : ‘ ;
e th;ﬂg" O‘mdv‘:f) st‘ll:;h Official, who ‘though he may be incapable of formally
d influence to the

: e 1 i diator between
ivi gk : : thority in the village, act as a med :
iving weight : oés, by Hi ditary au y : e thout going to
fdjudicating BN dh : btyo c:mh:reto amicable agreements of their disputes without going
3 d induces them A
parties, and.

the regular Courts.

.

Your Board is aware that by the resolution of the Supreme
9. Your

; - 1854, the
' : der date the 1ith December 4,

: g Py e £ i R “each per annum

Note. . Exteact from Govermmen e s e cach
S“:"“i‘,ﬁ,:{am}s B ‘E‘hf Moonsiffs of.' il sssment being finally carried out and arranged.

Board, Neo. 284, 5th e on the revision of the asse A |
e " . (Signed) J. BIRD,
ey ' Collector.

.
e ——

: # c 2 0 ing Secretar

- ARKER Esq., Collector of Madura; to G. S.'FOI:_sBES, Esq., Acting Secretary

3z o ':).‘tie Board o,f Revenue, date(i. 19th January 1856, No. 13- 3
0 , v : : :

- SIR,

‘ In replying to
No 340(1 ), 1 }?:ve so little to add t; mylzz‘:::e:é
5 > it copy © my :
lut, that T beg to transmi illages, ety ' :
- 9. Madura contains a vast n“mz;rtﬁi $gggé,Moons'iﬁ’s are inconsiderable ; ?-f‘d ”ills" tg’{‘? th:

i \& Jal By 2 e luments in all villages,

holding the office are v A% L ?ﬁéh@i?;em, O X

persOItl: re?ld.er the office universally worth:il;ilj‘i:;?to suggest, that particular Filhge b rioally
S0 as : .

arge on Government. I t;ho"ﬂd's:ic tion of the Moonsiffs of those villages extended over
d the jurs > .

& ber 1855,
Seeds » Board of Revenue, dated 18th December
the R soeekiingy B S;Q;reﬁrly similar questions from the Sudder Uda-

that Court, under date the 21st Idem.

heavy ch lected, an
situated, should be selec ;11 cases. g o g s onboeiseith its efficiency.
e regdard;tc:;hat the hereditary nature of the ofﬁ-cs e mttie :‘ﬁ;"t:; oflﬁce is 'alwa.;/‘
Bl B OO Y Regulation actually requires it, but practically Flead of
g ] . ok int him out as the Hea
ot knon g;het;l;:&t:l;us ff the village, and 8‘?“";31 I:}?:?:;:‘?m ;: ill-educated.” They
iven to one of the g ; . Generally ' : - :
fll!:e\l:ill:ae Police, than a Judge in small causes Jearn something, by refusing to put in the
(=
are improving however,

; . p rarl non~m(,el CSS81=
t el y 2

Lk . o

and some of them very small. Tt necessarily -
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* dars in lieu. I cannot say, however, that I like these non-meerassidars. They are too often the

tools of the Cutcberry and Talook servants. It is my opinion, that it will be best to adhere to
the hereditary succession as a general principle, leaving the Collectors at liberty to set it aside
temporarily, or even permanently, when the Meerassidars present no member competent to the
office.

" 4. These remarks more particularly apply to the Ayn Talooks and the small Pollums.

5. In the large Zemindaries of Shevagunga and Ramnad, the headship of the villages is
called the Umbalum Meerassee ; and it is often divided into innumerable shares, which have been
treated as ordinary private property, being sold, mortgaged andsub-divided according to the plea-
sure-of the owners. Of course, in such a case, '

. : : it is vain to discuss the question whether the
Village Moonsiff, who is one of the Umblagars, is sufficiently remunerated. The share of the pro-
duce (for the Umblagars are generally paid by swatantrums) assigned for the headship of the

village, is ffittered away by minute subdivision, till it is good for nothing, as an official emolument
j‘& large proportion of the Umblagars are the mere dregs of the people, not only useless, but tak:
ing up large portions of the time of the public servants in enquiries into their claims t; ope-six-

teenth or }-sixteenth of an Umbalum. The decision of one of such clai

ms often i
trouble as that of the succession to the Ramnad or Shevagungah Zemindaries : l;.::lv::;fcsli:(;::j:

the office is, one village may produce half a dozen suits, In some cases, one individual is the

, : 1 I pro-
y In my report on a petition for which I am colleclt)ing

» refusing to confirm more Umbfugzu's

1831 ; but the arrangement was originally

out check, that the evil has become one of '

d togo on sq | ith-
great maghitude, g 0 long with

incapable of cure by ordinary means.
(Signed) R. D. PARKER,

Collector.

e

.

Madura; to G, ELLIS, Esq., Register to the
dated 21st December 1855, No. 2219,

From R. D. PARKER, Esq., Collector of.
' Court of Sudder Udalut, Madras,
SIR,

In' answer to your let.ter of the 21st Ultimo, I have the hénor to stat
Moonsiffs' Courts are not in Madura generally resorted to .
3

to the supineness and inefficiency of the Moonsiffs, than
In a few instances in which the office is held by an acti
exhibited to submit cases for his disposal,

Ihe enclosed statement exhibits th
of their files. It will be seen that larg

'.and' that the m?mber decided in the 10 months, to the end of October
which 355 are in Cusbah Madura where, as it extends into several vi’ll
some years held the Moonsiff's sunnud, and gives, I have re
observe him at work ffom morning till night, and no cémpl

3 _T° the 2nd question, T am disposed to answer in the
ability of the Moonsiffs to act is, ag far as'I can learn the r
cases, they appear to me to dread the rﬁéonsibility

3rd Question. The few Moonsiffs i

ion. Who act in Madura are m f intelli |

they may obtain au.l from the Curnums, do not, I believe, depende:p?m"t‘ht:i::ge:}‘t:;lwm e
The 4th question can only be answered by the Civil Coutts y 4

: I think that the Village Moonsiffs do f&n
differences which would otherwise form the s

. that the Village
acircumstance which I attribute more

to any suspicion of their uprightness.
ve, intelligent man, no indisposition is

e number of Moousiffs in Madura,

: e who act and the state
€ as is the District, only 15 Moonsi ke

1s not more than 639, of

ason to think, general satisfaction. |
ant of partiality has reached my ears.
affirmative. The indisposition or in-
eason why thie Moonsiffs do not receive

en?ly n concert with the chief inhabitants, compose
ubject of suits in the Civil Courts. By acting in

. occasionally a

fis have received cases, .

ages, the Cutwal has for

o e T L AT L
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his way, they do not, in their opinion, subject themselves to the same danger of being accused of
this s i A

tices before the European tribunals. : .
malpraf: el ‘ (Signed) R. D. PARKER,

Collector.
(True Copy.) A
(Signgd) R. D. PARKER,
¥ : Collector.

erom 7. SILVER, Esq:, Colléctor ; to G. S. FORBES, Esq., Sceretary to the Board of
O Revenue, dated Tinnevelly, 12th July 1856, No. 207. | |

SIR, . ' : '
1. With reference to Extract from Proceedings of the Board of Revente, dated the
I]’)am 'ber last, and para 5 of Extract from Minutes of Consultation,under date the 8th Idem,
:}?‘h uni‘:)e?nnexed : I have the honor to submit the report called for regarding the condition of
ere s ; 4

2 s 1 is District. "
the Village Moo‘::llﬁ's mct:it?;he d to the Village Officers, and of the insufficiency of the same,
the lazt.e C?rflil:or h:t:g entered.in'to full particulars in his letter:ﬁs s March.an.d At
:n all of which I concur, it is unnecessary Sl enistes upbic Hias sugiectpon:
ber last, 1 te- s mber ‘of illages n- the District, including Poliput, is 211 0}?_ out of
: 3. T;fl agigl'r eg:; there are 686 Village' Moonsiffs attached. These have been appointed at
g:z}ell,ezzion otY lth:gPeople of the respective-villages with their common consent, and approved of
by the Magx.stl:;e- P o 6nsidered hereditary in this District, and I do not consider it advisable
that Tt sh'fllx!ledobec:o, for it would lead to the recognition of claims of’ inco'mpeten’t_ and inefﬁcien.t

tieS. . . k '- g s A -y 2 1
par 5. No emoluments whatever are attached to the office of ** Village Moonsiff” in this District,

with the Regulations and exercise the "power vested in them, it
Although 5‘3?‘:]1::‘;}‘ :011:::::2; working of tghat class of village tribunals is good, because suits
cal?notlb?f:lalling under t]l:eir cognizante are admitted in the Courts of District Moonsiffs, and as
fl:?;;:gffereﬁce of the latter Courts are required for the ex.ecuti_on ?f t}xe Decree§ of the Village
Moc;néiﬁ's, the parties prefer to have their suits filed at once in the District Moonsiffs’ Courts.

6. From the reports of the several Tahsildzfrs in th.e District, it appears'that the average
number of Civil suits decided by the Village Moonsiffs ‘during the past 6 years is 400 a year, and
that they were taken up not by all the Moansiﬂ:s generally, but only by those who were competent
and were willing to.discharge the duties of their office.

7. Clever and competent Moonsiffs: are respected by the people, and their office is held in

' high esteem. When they have their private business to attend to, they wholly neglect the duties

: Ly in the cultivating and harvesting seasons. To remedy this evil,
?qfh::‘:lel(;:fiei::x’niil: ze‘ ﬁ::ea}il{o sanction the payment of monthly sa.laries to t‘his class of Qf:ﬁcers,
it should then be determined with reference to the extel_xt and %ogal circumstarices of eac.:h. vﬂla'gf.:.‘

hat they are to receive so much for attending to Police dut1e§, and so much for deciding civil
:u?ts Besides which, the number of suits to be decided by them should also be fixed, and further

it should be ruled that original suits involving value of property to the amount of 10 Rupees, ox

less, ought to be taken up bfr the Village Moonsiffs, and not admitted in the Di-stri.ct' Moonsiffs’
Cm:rts, and further the Village Moousiffs should be empowered to execute all Decrees passed by
them, after the expiration of the period allowed for appeal. : h

8. There is another thing, which in my opinion, appears, to cfp.erate against th.e Village
Sections ¥, XXIV, and XXXI, . Moonsiffs acting judicially, that is, by the provisions of Regula.txon v o'f
1816, the Village Curnums are required to attend as Assessors, to write the proceedings of the

. Village Moonsiffs, to keep registers of suits preferred to the latter, and of all sales by auction, and

to prepare two copies of each Decree, and in a word, to assist the Moonsiffs in question in every

« Meerassidar” holds the appointment of Moonsiff also, but this is not the rule. -
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‘ thing connected with the discharge of their civil duties; whereas the nature of the other duti
A ; . : - ies
! nnpo.sed o‘r'x the Curnums is such ’fhat they cannot without detriment to other important busi ’~:
{ 1.eqmre'd of .them, render effectual aid to thesMoonsiffs. Even at these periods \Ehe ‘ £} {l'%me»
;\i[o.onmﬂ's either fro_m want of remuneration for their labors, or through ignorar 5 -?e : 5
s.l (.lnl'powers vestefl in them to a very limited extent only, complaints fr:m f)ist ‘.n:e \elx\rc:.so the
b ' the instance of Village Moonsiffs, have been received through the Civil ; Yud e“C : .t. oom;lﬁ‘,;‘ at
~ " - » s »
| Curnums do not, as fequxred by the Regulations, render their assistance tog ti) “; ing that the
: i <iffs. Under these circumstances, and as fixed salaries are proposed tob e Village Moon-
u_.! ‘ of Moonsiffs, I would suggest that the duties required of the Curnw e i}thhed Haiieing
F», ;‘ the remodelling of the system, to form part of the functions of th I‘xn{s b vk o e

L. 3 g g I e i
Tt ~ who have a multiplicity of other business to attend to, be relieved Of;ne}x‘ﬂ‘s i an(.l e Curmfmq
| posed on them. iV of the additional labor im-
E i 9. The Cavilgars should also be allow
t llowed monthly pay, and mad

1 $e <] 4 e to obe e
g Village Mqonslﬁ'b who should be vested with authority to fine the Cavi L Or.ders - S
i of orders. avilgars for disobedience

10. T beg to forward copy of a report from the Sub-Collector on ﬁlis ibatit
ject.

(Signed) J. SILVER,
y Collector.

¥rom V. H. LEVINGE, Esq., SubtCollector: to J ; |
Iatod Sheriadary, 5th Marei 1856;’ o J. SILVER, Exsq., Co}lector of Tinnevelly,

SIR,

In reply to your letter of 16th Januar :

. e % y last, calling for a g
lage Moonsiff s;:stem in the 4 Talooks forming the Sugb-Divisl;Z?n-tIc;z1 i Kb by
| you, tl;ixt tl(;.ere is no emolument attached to the office in any of t;m 4 a’;f lthe EE g s
i x5 not hereditary, .a.nd I do.not <fonsxder it advisable that it should b aO'OkS, e the.ofﬁce
| independence, fxbxhty, or integrity and the office might descend t Ao e T
; ~ pauper, or one in whom no confidence could be placed ; the syst b .who was a scamp, a
for thei glll)agi;:ls, c;;[ a vagancy occurring in the office o’f vk 3:5;\“ 22 Psl'ealcttce in '.d:is District is
zggfio(;:red ion:mblaglstlz.fe 5 ?harge, he is appointed; the oﬁit;eis ge:::':llman s 1t;. r:
b; : s decl'dedly useful, by their influence, they settl % L‘SFQQmed, dnd
ca y,h an 1fnreveﬁt parties resorting to the Civil Courts or Magis'tra.c : :; d R disputes ami-
sary that there should be an Officer of the sort in every village to m};i:e ann- x a:;f)lute]y e
Immediate report to

the Head of Police on th 2
4 . the occurrence of any serious crimes .
bodies, &e. , or on the discovery of dead

i 2. . With regard to the execution of their civil duti
marks, it seems to T il duties, I do not ven k 1

| om0 St t}::e Zh:: ﬂ": Clﬁl 'Courts are the authorities to report :):r:htaot ‘lxxm‘:le *;n) 1:8.
i H0a oy knowledp o 11‘ o 1ico}l:vex.ung Punchayets, under Regulation V of 1816 :: G-
Bt s GO T agm ; mn: g tddxsputes.concerning the occupancy of land, w}:ich n:::‘l' elr)ﬁ-
e R Se;vere to refer tf) a Village Punchayet, the parties always i) 3
ivoid Bt e enay,l\ an(.l the Village Moonsiffs themselves are always an’;t' 3"
Theit ignorance and timi di% g:‘ Yy ignorant of their own power, or the means of enfo::i\xls tto
N sl 5z 1o Pitites fuy 5 h.not 1:.0 be wondered at, considering that there is not V'lllig -

rnished with a complete ' copy of the Regulations fram::d af orld:;i:

ouidance, and there is no means o :
: of providing them with i
late years, they have be fmit s i with it at present. On thei} i

i ’11 f Y. ve beon furnished with a written abstract of the Reo o SESm: B
pay a small fee to the volunteer who writes it Ml eay o oo dad

3. In 99 out of 100 cases of
: assault, robbery & :
report the matter t ey =7 y &e., whether pett 1 i
p er to the Head of Police for his disposal, owing pall',tely};: 1;;:;:;:’; th: ull{?onsxﬂ'a
e of their pow-

ers, and the timidity induced th :
. - - er y i
r , however trivial; the Moonsiffs fear, o, el g 10 Che bt EPSBINI T, < ip et

3 t :
accounts which they are required to :;:;til:le ::())mtphllamt: areb eyond their jurigdiction; hence the
b {. To render the offi : nthly of cases decided by them, are mostly blank.
] and not be made hereditary ; °zl:tﬁime,3t, 1 con.s ider it Shmﬂ.d be filled as at present by zl“““’“

ary ; parties appointed should be supplied with a primed copy o;'

e £y 2

il

" couragement and aid in the performance of thei

e S SR TIPS ..'»-..--...--...--n..--...-o..-a»,.m-.um-—..---.-w.--«..n.,..~m»-.<.--...---..m..-...,...,....,.... - a
e v s ot o L T e e

.,_....,.,..,.-I-P-‘or 3 - oreens Tk al Consultation; Tth Apm:'lmi857.

t
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the Regulations framed for their guidance, in which, before being appointed, they should be
required to pass an examination ; they should be required to know how to read, and write. I.
would not recommend any salary being attached to the office, but would allow a certain sum
according to the size of the village to be called allowance for Office Establishment,” this
would be thankfully received ; they should be required to keep their record on paper instead of
Cadjan leaf as at present ; they should be encouraged to exercise the power granted them in
punishing in petty cases, instead of referring every thing to the Police Officer. *

5. The Mettoo Peons either should not be allowed to interfere, or take the inifiative as at
present, or consider themselves as indepgndent of the Village Moonsiffsgbut should be entireiy
subordinate to them. They should not be harrassed by being unnecessarily called upon for their
evidence by Heads of Police, unless absolutely necessary. Their power might be increased
most beneficially, by giving them power to punish parties committing nuisances, digging holes
in streets to raise mud walls, for manure pits, encroachments, petty cases of cattle trespass
&c. They should be permitted to enforce obedience and attendance to their orders by Cavil-
gars, by the infliction of slight fines to be levied after being sanctioned by the Head of Police

Magistracy.
or Magistracy (Signed) V. H. LEVINGE,
Sub-Collector.

(True Copy-)
: (Signed) J. SILVER,
g T Collector.
From E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore; to G S. FORBES, Esq., Secretary to
the Board of Revenue, dated Ootacamund, 27th May 1856, No. 76. -

Sigr,
1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Extract from the Board’s Proceedings,
5 . ST dated 18th December 1855, No. 3400, conveying Extract Minutes of
dated 8t December [535 Consultation, * calling for information as to the Moonsift Monigars in

this District ; and in regly, beg to forward a Statement showing the number of Moonsiff Monigars,

and their yearly emoluments, &e., on an average.

9. 1 beg to state for the Board’s information, that it appears to me, the inactivity on the
part of the above tribunals proceeds mainly from two causes---1stly, In cases where the Monigars
are intelligent and possess ability for their duties, they are often in fear of the responsibility to
the Courts, and their Jiability to blame, for informality in conducting their Police and civil duties.
andly, some of the Monigars are illiterate, and unable to carry on the duties, and the great want

of education and absence of any Government Schools in the District, makes it impossible always

to appoint educated men. . d
3. Tand my Assistants have spared no pains in endeavouring, during our respective tours
late the Monigars to activity; and the resultis, that the number of cases

into the Talooks, to stimu 1 A
disposed of by the Village Police, is increasing annually in this District. I trust that' an early

supply to them of Regulations 1V,V and XI of 1816, in the Vernacular language, as applied for
' * No.8%. in my letter of the 30th April * 1855, may be conceded, which will afford them en-

r duties.

+ Which is inadequate. 4. The present salary of a Moonsiff Monigar, is Rupees 16-8-2 * on. an
average, as shown in the above statement; the maximum rate being Rupees 145, and the minimum
villages there are more than one Monigar, in such cases the salary is divid-

‘Rupees 1-9. In many i }
ed equally among them, while the one who is the Moonsiff Monigar has to do both Revenue and

Police work. Witha view therefore to -induce more honesty and also competition. for the of-
T would beg to recommend that a fixed sum of Rupees 3% may be added to their

fice in question, ]
présent salary, so as'to raise it to 20 Rupees a year, on an average, the emolument may vary with
due reference to the extent of population of the village, and the duties the Monigar has to per-

form. . 1
5 A8 regards the effects of the hereditary tenure of the function, I beg to state, that the

tenure, where observed, not only tends to presarve honesty and activity in many instances, from
fice held by their forefathers for many years, but also some respect in the

a fear of losing an o

. village towards such hereditary Monigars, but the tenure ;s not observed in cases where the heirs

of the incumbent are incompetent; on such occasions; others of the village, if available, are se-

- R

-
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lected, upon careful inquiry. There can be little d ‘ :
: T : oubt that -
Officials, that 1s nfzt knowu or recorded officially ; many pétty suliI;:Ch is effected by the Village
Prevented or punished and checked, of which they make no ofﬁcial’ quarrels, offences, are either
informal or improper one. record, for fear of makine an
. ° 5

(Signed) E. B. THOMAS

N ¥ . " : ity e . . Collector.
atement shewing the yearly emolument of the Moonsiff Moni
; ) : ! nigars, : :
of Coimbatore. = o . | gars, on an average in the District
v P R 3
¥ < 8’3 \Amount f Sal $8% .]s
gl Talooks. £S5 g aryf’a 3.0 & alary after de-
A - | per annum. = ’éoductmg that ofl Remark
E | 5] Zt.s&é - Joint Monigm l PN
e id | :
1 Coimbatore......... ' 185 | 4438 '8 | : |
2 151 |
9 Suttemungalum....| 160 | 4162 14 - 758 11 4 :
zlgaﬁaic]ier?cottah... | G e e l L 20 i qu‘-’;::s‘gm%f;
ollegall............ '
5‘Pu11:1313; g . ;(2)3 180 et 116 | 1028 ]2. 10 | performing
& Prridory i R A Tk S
7/ Andeeyoor...s s .- 85 1 5 2 5 147 l 1946 6 such as col-
SErrode. 122 ‘3?4.(9)3 b 61 | 1209 14 g oting kists
9| Cheyoor oA B R O from  the
JO{Puliadum -:vs e I 08 | TG L. 8] Bt
lN 1ah ........... 2.24‘ 4‘883 l 5 89 2019 l 8 ing Cultiva..
bD::g B T 17 526 13 7 pe % 15 1 | tion, &ec., but
P Dasapooorum -+ 100, | %080 (EO4 " da Bio + 5 .| Toceme equl
eI TR 213 | 5015 2 4 - S g L = P
1_5-'Checkragherry...... 183 43_,‘;’:54‘ 3 3 89 {igé (2) :; gars.
| Total...! 2363 146702 0 1 | 1390 22,919 10
~ : 4
Ootacamund " cxemge for cuey.. 16 8. 2
7th May 1856. } (Signed) E. B! THOMAS
Collector.

—_————

Trom H. A. BRETT, Esq., Collector of Salem; toJ. D. SIM, Esq., Acti |
» 148q., Acting Secretary to the

Board of Revenue, dated 16th October 1856, No, 145

-

SIr,

With reference to the Board’s Circular dat " ;
ing Extr-actfrt‘)m M.in}rces of Consultation, d;tedtfl(xle;hti ggclegli‘;ember 185_5’ No, 3400, forward-
:; s.ubm1tk?hexf 1c;plmon on t-he co‘ndition of the Village Tfibunali’s ﬁdtﬁa!lmg upon the Colle#ors
i g g i Uy s v oy e g v e
adequate ; what their ayb,iliat.n i t i S l'e_medies; whether the l;;:m?; ,th't i -
ditary ter;ure on which the yo;m ?eiard e intelligeﬁce y mg ‘:hnmﬂ:s e ey
ot AR i .eld, has on the efficiency of the ,cl ; R o
: Village Moonsiffs in this District differ considerably in r:;: ;dlthajve tihe honor to
o intelligence and

* influence in different Talooks.

9. In the 8 Talaghat Talooks, the authori
e il s thority of the Moonsiffs s, i
M:ona:li'tsh are tolerably mtglhger{t. TR b wox, past i:, mn gdene.ral, respected, and the
:?11:1:; arZ ,a?)llld t::re 1::; e bserfnent to the village Curnums, Peihagzo fCITCumgtances’ though
e to read and write. The majority belong to the Ve{’lalzr Ourih part of the entire
caste. There are some

Pullies, and a few Bramins.

3 In the 4 Baramahal Talooks, the Moonsiffs of Tripatoor ex;e P :
! reise greater influence an;l

are more intelligent than the Moonsiffs in the
property, and ff-om the villages being larger in the 3%?;:13 :lo%ks_ They are possessed of more
md‘lvxdual salaries are generally higher. This difference ihp tlailwk .tlum in the other 3, the
owing pal:tb- to the circumstances now stated ; but it is also 3“3 ﬁcam?ns and influence, may. be
i the Tripatoor Talook were from the commencement of ou PCI; - l'emal:k.uthat 05 Motnaifhs
it the 3 Talooks of Darampoory, Tengaricottah, and Kist;a r;;‘ e, superior to the same classes
Talooks, have less influence as a class, and are poorer than tgh :T:'-Iomli;; ansiﬁ's in these 3
it s in"any of the other

“ Moonsiffs are fu

_a salary*in virtue ©

-
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Talooks in the District. The Moonsiffs in the Baramahal Division belong chiefly to the Vellalars,

the Reddys, and the Pullies. The Vellalars are not of the same sect as'the Vellalars in the
Talaghat Talooks. Perhaps 25 per cent. can read andwrite in the Tripatoor Talook, and 15 per

cent. inthe other 3. : .
4. The Moonsiffs in the 2 Balaghat Talooks, are more wealthy than the Mdonsiffs in the
other two Divisions. They are the least dependent on the Curnums, and about half are able to

t as that of the Curnums. The

read and write, bt their influence Over the people is not so gred
superior influence of the Curnums in the Baramahal and Balaghat Talooks may bé traced to

the higher position which the Curnums hel
compared with the Potails or Heads of Villages.

5. Itisnotin MY power to compare the extent to which
Divisions exercise their civil powers, as 1o returns of suits are sent
6. In regard to the hereditary tenure, and the effect it has on the efficiency of the Moon-
siffs as a class, 1 may remark, that the value of the Moonsiff’s office is enhanced when it is held on

this tenure. It is further evident that whatever promotes_the value of an oﬁic.e is a means APone-
curing efficiency in the person who gils it. In this District, the }feredltary nght. is usually al-
lowed, though the claimant may be anable to read or Write. Respect has been paid to the here-

office. It hasalso been deemed of more

ditary principle for the sake of the value it gives t0 the 0 T
imporwnce' that the persons who hold the office should OSSess Jocal influence, than that they should
tain time should not now be named, when

be able to read; but there is no good reason why a certa :
the qualifications of reading and writing would be considered absolutely essential to any one suc-
n that case, the Moonsiffs, after a time, would as seldom fail

the office of Moonsiff. 1 .
to have their children duly instructed.

as the Curnums do at present, . o
* g, Itis owing either to or to want of _loca? influence, that, Moonsiffs find no
exercise for their functions. I may observe as t? the 1st point; that most of the vilyage Curnnms
have recently received a printe IV of !.816, 'to be preser'ved, in conformity

for the information of the Moonsiffs; and 2ndly, that

i - on XXXIX of that Regulation,
A /= ], of further instructing the Moon-

the local presses afford a’means, 10 less important than nOvel
i ffsin their dutys The Zillah Judges can now address the entire class collectively; and with the

aid of printed forms the Judge may olftain returns of ’Wo?k with f:al' migre. ease than formerly-
The utility of the presses as @ means of circulating orders or information to every individual Moon-
s {Ticers of this class should hereafter be able to read.

dered a new reason that o this
g. It isimportant that the office should be held by those who have most influence with the
hoever exercises authority in the Revenue Department, is consti-

. 1 obitants. On this ground, W g : ‘
inhabl 6) the Moonsiff of the village. In the Salem District, the

tuted ex-officio (Regulation 1V of 181 : : :
rnished with written appointments, and in most instances, the two e o
ff are held by the same person. It would be bad policy to sct aside, as of no mo-

ment, the qualiﬁcation which property, social .poﬁtion, and, official authority ‘confer, though it
scems that the time is at hand, when another kind of fitness may be -pr0per1y~ demanded. |

9. In the settled portidlm of the District, the tWé. offices are not gqmbi.xxed, because in
general, the agents employed in collecting the revenue have"no local connection with the villages.
On this account the Moonsiffs in those parts have no sc:rt of Oﬁifslal e:mo'lument, but notwith-
standing this disadvantage, the oﬁicg is held in esbmaﬂén, and i claimed as hextedimy, wlen

the Moonsiffs in the different
to the Collector’s Office.

ceeding to

ignorance

gai and Moonsi

vacancies occur

10. The MpgnSiﬁ's'

inereases the v.'alue of the office,

It is not probable
number of suits tri
habitants will not

i Aries have not been yevised in this District. The official salary
but the office is no

that any increase in salary would be attended by an immediate increase in the
ed by the Moonsiffs, supposing that no change of persons ensued. Thein-
bring their suits to the Moonsiff's Coutt, unless they have confidence in his

personal efficiency, and such efficiency cannot be secured merely by reising the salary.

11. The number of Village Moonsiffs in this District was reported ‘to the Board, in my
4, It was explained in that letter that the Moonsiffs receive

letter of the 24th Ultimo; No- 2
i f their office as’ Monigars. No emoluments are attached by the State to

the Moonsiff’s office. S .
(Signed) H. A. BRETT, Collector.

IR SR AN L s — s s WL, F ok

held in these Talooks, under the native government, as

' est.ae‘meci solely for the sake of the salary.
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From W. FISHER, Es i
- , Esq., Acting Collector of C
the Board of Revenue, dated M neta ;o Qi §; FORBER
: 5 angal o) s Bsq., S ,
S, galore, 29th February 1856, No. 19,

With reference to &
D> 4ay . 1 "
L xtract Proceedings of the Board of Revenue und
K : nder ds

B : . .r to submit the following remark; on the d ‘tl? the 18th De-
| | ; Vi M iffs’
S 0 age Moonsiffs
ge Moonsiffs’ Courts are not much resorted to i C ‘
n Canara,

[hﬂ OfﬁCé and the ]loldEI. are o as no ay 8 ﬂ!
» S e 1 i
ften poo y p 1 ta(’he(l to

! ! ; and gen
to pe form.. i s "Tolooks, Wowarling generally unequal to the duties t .
in others, it is stated that the reverse i ;;h ese Courtsare said to be held in high Gl il
1s the case ; but all n high estimatio ile
3 n, whilst

Moonsiff was raised
\ S Syt iti
s daims: s ec Zvlzi is:l::}cte'd on account of hisg:]uéliti}il:att;z the position of the Village
b ‘ oA ns :
establishment of these Courts as a boon th fitmees for the office, the Pe;o;]ed s ::'luh et
. x would look on the

3. Remuneration where it exists at all, is me’rely :
b nom
5 4‘h hAbo}lt two-thirds of the Village Moonsiffs i fllal-‘
hough hereditary tenure may have had no share in Pbrua Qlls Di
oducing thi

ing amelioration, it will be neces i

- ; sary in fu i

tar)f claims shall only give the preference'turfl, i e ol puligey
duties of the office he wishes to obtain g

striet can read and write, and

s sta i
te of things, or in prevent-

e the candi . flicers, that heredi-
didate is competent to undertak:etlie

5. The state of the Vill e b
now under consideration, and as :ﬁe e t,!us District, and measuzes for its i
o Bt st e fuily l‘eporte(el :fﬁcehof Village Moonsiffis genera(lelsy ::, 1S Improvement are
n nn 3
carly date, for the approval of the Bom': o?}%:r::,? gements are submitted, as i::; willihbthat &
ue, : will be at an

6. Ignorance and ineffici
: ciency have rend

R s o Tl oy

sy s 4 ﬂ]ebchar;):tlzzsr‘g;:ls hek} in little consideration or respect

R RIS markedpoml-o? of the holder produces apdicﬁ‘ h except in particular in-

; R ke

Moonsifls. 3 position to the office, with correspon;;;t result. - The remedy

g remuneration to the

inagre i
1 a great measure inoperative, and

g (Signed) W. FISHER,’
Acting Collector.

From T. CLARKE, Esq, Collector of Malabar; to G. 8. F

Board of Rever : ORBE '
r wue, dated Calicut, 12th September 18 RBES, Esq., Secrctary to the

Sir, 56, No. 118. :
With reference to Board's Ci ; . ‘
o 0 ;dii :e(sax;ctﬁljsof’?;ceedin.gs, dated 18th December |
Dated 1st March, and. Sub-Coll SEm L coPies of communicati Bk ity i
. and 20th ollector and Head unications received from the

L Assistan .
condition and ‘practical Worki:' t Collector of Malabar, regarding the

and would beg permission to dra g of the Vj
W atten . : lll 1 .
gard to the selection, treatment and sup::vl;s;znthe very valuable remaaf;s’It;?b;&nrahC";l S,
> ¢ - Collett, in re-

of the judici
2. From all I ha % judicial work ;
that the Village Cowtzzrte:fma(ie.‘? gather, and from the accompa::i;h et:::]uage Moonsiffs.
‘ inoperative g tables, it will be scen

3. Repeated Y o8

L] bzt witho??i?ai }llﬂve'g);en issued, calling on the Moonsiffs t :

tion,and the Moonsiffs t.hemz;elvea e Eiealn not appear to value a ju ROy their judicial

habits, or want of leisure, for th areg_enem}ly disinclined, and moreu J‘:l:lmcnon v e

pust b Pm,c e I;ired ; t;fﬁclent discharge of their duties ;“ ly uufitted by education,

such knowledge. Othc?rs co. lai e 'Regnla,tion., W e

tionery would absorb much Zz'pth;?; :aiythe Sxpenses. to which thaned :kfxlany e

forms and method required in Pl o s:x i::lule 1 believe all dislikye, a:d irtedgzetr::df:r s:l: ‘
3 ’ - ¥, tne

“July 1856.

4, T‘he clas§ .of Iand:holders from whom the Moonsifis

country, far superior in intelligence, influence AR bl sl
Fastern Coast, and I believe that the remarks ;f
is peculiary applicable to this District, and that
other influential inhabitants, without a formal

e are, in this art of th
s CO: nﬁ ;?uacte?, to the Mom?siﬁ‘a (:)f t'r:!
s mo::::f the 15th October 1818,
trial when the latter is had re:oy;x:: tlf om:mé md
, : Jourt

s L Sl

" delay in its despatch arose
* the Courts to complete th

among Nairs,

MRS o T T
Vs ity cetarg

Fort St. George, Judicil omsuliation; Ttk April 1857,

ENS e AR .‘___‘.,“,._‘,‘._...‘...-....-.,,.‘..m._.-‘....-.........4-..--.».....

e e A R

jrdbide d Gver by ad efficiently taught, and highly trained Officer with regular Vakeels is prefer-
s i itk ebutdl. wheceparty factions, family connexions, partiality, prejudice and
feelings more often dictate the judgment, than justice or equity. Axrbitration is much resorted
to by natives, and it is only when all means of private adjustment, have been exhausted, that the
Courts of Law are had recourse to by respectable parties, relatives are first applied to, then the
Village Authorities, Afterwards perhaps some person of consideration and esteem among the com-
munity at large, or some of the public servants of the Courts or Cutcherry, and when all forve
failed to secure a settlement then the Police is applied to, and as last resource, the Court.

5. Were the Village Moonsiff more at leisure and more thoroughly instructed in his duties,
{ think with the loss of his influence in the amicable adjustment of cases, he would dispose of

more cases in a formal and

6. Lately pains have
tions under which they act, and
qualify themselves for the office,
further examined before beig co

regular manner. :

been taken to supply Village Moonsiffs with copies of the Regula-

at the §ett1ement and other occasions, they have been urged to

and to discharge the duties appertaining to it. Candidates are

afirmed in the appointments of Moonsiffs. :
¥ (Signed) T. CLARKE,

R Collector.

P. S.. The accompahyibg Jetter was signed by Mr. Clarke, before his departure. The
from the noi-receipt of certain information which was called for from
o table alluded to, in para: 2. _

[ agree with Mr. Clarke in the general view he has taken of the Village Tribunals, at the
came time it must be kept in view that the differences between man and man in this District,
Siffer widely in character from the ordinary disputes of other Districts, they involve heavy land
disputes and titles of the most complicating nature, such as people do not willingly vofers to

these mere Village Authorities. :
{Signed) W. ROBINSON,

A cting Collector.
Collector of Malabar ; to T, CLARKE, Esq., Collector of

From C. COLLETT, Esg., Sub-

Malabar, Calicut, dated Palghaut, Ist March 1856, No. 78.
Sik, : v
The Circular Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, No. 3400, dated 18th December 1855,

rded to me for  early report,” T will do myself the honor of briefly submitting

having been forwa
ay idens on the subject thereof without delaying to call for those returns on which alone a precise

be based. The exercise of their powers as Moonsiffs by the Adigharies of Malabar

attracted my attention some years ago, and when Special Assistant, T addressed one or two letters
on the subject to the late Mr. Conolly, and also communicated with him demi-officially.

2. Ttwill I think, be found that the exercise of their judicial powers by Adigh;;ﬁéé is the
ead of the rule, though there will be found some Adigharies who habitually use these
ng Mdplah Adigharies I may instance the Adighary of Kondotty, in Ernad, and
the Adighary of Pang, in Valuvanad. But out of, say, 30 Adigharies in each of

who ever received a single suit. Very much

there would not be moré than 8 or 10
cter of the Adigharys whether he is a man in whose ability and

and one who is able and willing to give his time and atten-

opinion could

exception mst
powers. Ano

these Talooks,
depends upon the personal chara
integrity the people have confidence,

tion to such matters. 3
3. In Malabar the existence of Adigharies does ot date back more than 30 years, there is

no emolument attached to the office beyond the 5] Rupees, which of course is not and indeed
ought not to be any attraction.  Yet I have’ always theught the selection of men for this office
one of the most difficult and important points in the d'istribution of patronage. Mr. Greme's'at-
tempt to import the foreign idea of hereditary office has never Deen fully carried out, as indeed it
never could have been without the ce,r!:éin loss of efficiency in thi§ most important class of offici-
als. Hitherto hereditary claims have been respected, but not allowed to stand in the way of the
public interests. . . .

4, T impute the small extent to which Adighariesact as Village Moonsiffs, to the want of
any thing like superision on our part, coupled with the effect of the constant mistakes we make
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not only in the a ointi : .
- havz D ii;i‘;:gg;}iuz 21 t}l:e .subsequent,,tr.eatment of these officials. T
look more than to ‘the Civil Colfrtzmslt: make regular returns to us, and'to ul; d;‘e s
Adigharies to send me quarterly retur.n £ ound a very marked effect to follow fr R they
T would by no means recommend that Z\fi@the n‘f‘mber of suits disposed of, and s:illll] reqmr_m‘(’f all
them. I think perfect freedom to thei hCOg:mzable by them should be alwa:. bon Sheir e,
people will not resort to articular Adi N .alnt.ants desirable. But when it -‘)h rought before
particular Adigharies, it should attract our attentilmlb ﬂPle'cl‘nt sk Che
s and unless ﬂlero is

some exceptional cause for it, we m i
not got the rich - ’; e ! thmk, accept itasa 1
g e right man in theright place. pestiy suze indication. that we h
2 nave

5. Next, asto i :
e mistal’{ b g:;ieilgp‘;}“:\jm ?f Adigharies, nothing, I have thoﬁ ht, 1 = ’
I;\;}ighary sl head:nm i :epeltx;xypt‘);;lance thanis generally supposgqt, 151? o{; ?i{ﬁcult
f a dozen of squ ; ; age consisting o P vt s
of considerable ;111;:; ;:Z)S;y?;d ;?}rmblted by his equals ingpofv:riiwbhu‘ihidred huts, included on
to a Tarwad more ancient than ’two :Eﬁfl‘:f'able Snsolctalsily and,’i’fa Nais O.r'fmght iy
generally held from the same moti- ths Gha wli pobility. - His Of;{ s e
i ves that landed proprietors in Eneland _Ce o e
qual variety of classes, from the petty chieft:':ln t}:lkel:{)}be S
s the old Jenmies and the

B RN T et ]

et PR e T
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Fort St.A George, Ju;lic;al Consultation, Tth

e

PIRERTR e -

part to exercise their authority to the full extent of the

expense, 10 exertion is made on their

powers granted to them. Some of them plead that, as the District Moonsiffs take up suits below
10 Rupees, the inhabitants prefer bringing their suits before the higher Court, hence very few
have recourse to those of the Village Moonsiffs. - The Adigharies besides their revenue and

Police duties, are also vested with the power of Village Moonsiff, all of which duties have to be
performed on their pay of 5% Rupees. I would therefore suggest that either their pay be in-

creased to 7 Rupees or that suderward expences e allowed to them.
ts below 10 Rupees, would compel

An order prohibiting District Moonsiffs to receive sui
alue to appear pefore the Village Moonsiffs:

all parties having suits below that v
With regard to their ability, it appears from the Tahsildar’s reports that the greater number
of them are more OF Jess competent to hold the appointnient of Village Moor}siﬁ's.

(Signed) . K. PUCKLE, Head Assi.?tant Collector.

True Co y+)
- P (Signed) T, CLARKE, Collector.

it 3
of Suits filed, disposed of, and remaining on the File of the several

Table exhibiting the number
the years 1854-55.

Village Moonsiffs, in the Malabar District, in

i bstantial K. :
i su jal Kanamkars down to the st i i
i and slave. His parish extends over ;‘: ggling tenant at will, the petty shopke
; 5t drndhate i s i inceeinad bOm 10 to 20 or ofter more square niil #pes and poorpoaly :
| 3t bR ik chin il y the population being sc 'es, and the difficulty b fices In 1854. In 1855.
H‘ : P g scattered over the f; : ol s e
il 6. Itisvery seldom that " ace of it, and o S ™ Particulars of T e
il consequently thei our Tahsildars duly a : . E - o
}1: ponsel tly their recommendations (wh ¥y appreciate the importance of g LT TRl
{ judicious ones. I have repeatedly k en honestly made which is the e of the office, and g = S % .? =
:L ly Denis e foz th:ovfw,i'in Umedwars from the Talook Cchl)hon) are seldom = o = 53 T E E
b1 o ¥ 7 o o 1 “rTies - 3 = = =2
il thquoh 10w Highket mgn Ditho ” patian thatc . }ii)thmg could be more gross or?n\: it on-ly 4 -‘ Moonsiffs’ | & _% = 31; ; :: R
i will then 'Often St psd ol _ought to be made Adighary for b proper, It isnot leagg 1fomn RN AL B | .w 2|2 |==) to
accessibility to all classes and castes whi ;rlty Wlflch Adigharies sholll:l c p rank and wealth ourts. o r?) ‘5= E 2% < E i By g 27 -2
tcreate P el N e ch is indispensable. They ough Ixe‘:(:lse and that ready o =B MG P4 “‘é é o = : o 'g
inclined to treat them, as they wou};do ten meet with from our native go:ﬁ _thmk, to be generally i % : ?3 ’?, 2 g b § = 'g i i § ‘?5 3
il Thisis, T think, partivulasly displagsiby. officials, drawing the low o i SR 1 : AEER A LR i §J s
l attendance at the Talook Cutchp e by their exacting from them pay of 5} Rupees a month. i . & | - a e 2| & 3 - % 2
Jection and treatment of the se i;:‘l‘les - deta‘i.ni“g them when the:: O;Ir-freq“ent and needless : E ; ‘ é PE I L & [ ;F:
judicial power would, I expect %Zr:?t f;:;:txonaries and a closer gul;er SR attention to the se- i : . 915 . (=)
‘s en i vision i : o ; :
:ff(.’{m should be .general throughout the Prcw;:xltll a marked effect: to he f:lfl ey iy of 3 l _ Calicut Zilleb- \ : ‘ 7 7 ‘
1v1fsilgn. There is, T think, no class of publi fce’ i attempt not confi {l efficacious, the 1 Kootnaad....- et 3424:1 322 622 224 2,17(; ﬁg\ 2(5;% {69] .%%2 126 223 380) 42
{1 confidence of thei : < ublic functionaries i onfined to a particul: A e dant 60 1141 1 1 - 2 gl B
il mation for th eir European superiors, and none wh naries in Malabar so generall Lep m}uﬂ" g%l;fm‘ffd ..... 1 1} e b 3 e P e
| : r them. Their position gives them th 0 prove such trustworth y deserving of 4.Palmha1.1't. .......... gil 99| 163 w9l 21f 100, 63 73| 136|. 351 22 57| 19
; o renders them generally willing pri the means of acquiring, and rthy sources of* infor- 5 Begm\aa;l“: b el BT O e T Co: a1 47 18} 111 261 21
t tion not only as to events in thei 8 _anate]y and in confid &3 their comparative inde- 'VE‘ ST 79| 28% 863 153 65 218 145 907, 852 117\ 98 215 137
, look in which ; e own neighbourh ence to impart : i : | 3 15\ 4 .
i : which they reside. ood, but generally as to th ’ ;)rrect . Tyt e 35 73 "108 69 i 72 gl 181 167 45 g3 68\ 9{8)
i . The foregoing ' e affairs of the Ta- GNCaaREN - v
il > remarks were i : gl 12 15 6 3 9 6 g 14 6 % A
| Cirenlar Procesdin : ere in great part dx 3 « g[Velliangode. .. -+-+* oz
| g et e gt s i il | e e o B s v o B e
b into the murder of the late Mr. ,Conoflhe pressure of other business ¢ ¥y upon the receipt of the 3 11'Cutclf?r:y e e et | 156l 32 l1 l4~1 81 ..... AR
i ¥y prevented my submitting th onlj:efc‘ed with the enquiry k] IQiPattamby--.-.-,,-.--q 2 1;9 Igg ?’,Zl gg gg 13 %Oi “i 63 3%' ll(l)?l‘ ?1
) em before thi 1 -, 13T emulprom ...« A e 6 . ' R . e
| (Signed) C. © e this, i nuip: : | B TV L, e B e e s A
(True Copy. ) C. COLLETT, Sub-Collector. 1 14{ Anjengo.-s-re=ster| 1 ‘ R TS A L ‘ .4 S
: Py-) il © Total..| 594]1,160 1,754 ol 460|1,143| 609) 721,681 589 467 1 065, 516
> 2 B 3 e, » ; : Ay [ ) 3 1 3 | 4 X
i From R K- PUCKLE, Tio, Heat hotitas ol (Signed) T. CLARKE, ) o , == s b
i Collector of Malabar, dated T sistant - Collector of Malab Collector. ¥ 9 Tellicherry Zillah.,
¥ S ellicherry, 28th J bar; to T. CLARKE, Esq-. ‘ A | £ l
,’ IR, uly 1856. ; 2 ]5‘Irooveynand..---m 139 i 209 22 19 4.‘11‘ 168 115 Qgi‘ g 8 s jos
; o i T : & Tellichen - B (it T O 4 19 15 34 8 24‘ 32| 2
E - % ) Oa.l'd's C‘ ula 1 e b eny ......... K e R e —-—-\——‘—-—'—" -’"’-‘"——'—- ' | [
“ A sjstem of employmg Adicharios 4 ircular, No. 3,400. % . ! - \ | | | EERE, ‘ K !
gl the Tahsildars regarding git,ar;isdntl the capacity OfVi,lla_g; ?[lr:ngsi Ef:r information regarding the ‘ ‘ Total...\ 162| 70 232\ 22‘ 23 4'5‘ 187 130\ 317 _f_5- 102 157. 160
A‘ H - Tal . - : . - __.-—.—,.—————'-—'—‘ i = by S
aldm,mng i AR sﬁi ;htatb BN e Ivt;ﬁg to g,lmm e $ . e otaks 756/ 1,280 1986/ 701l 489, 1,190! 796' 1,102 1,898| 638| 584(1,222 676
the expense of which ght before them ; age Moonsiffs decline A oS ' ' Sistpdadli '
has to be defrayed from their e::u:l t:at n"fs“derward is allowed ct;\o‘:: : (Signed) .W' ROBINSON, 4ctzng Canecter.
v ay o 5& Rupees TO e -, . : . i-‘
. avoid this " ‘

T




mStGeO"‘ge, Judicial Consultation, Tth Apﬁzﬂ 185~ :

No. 4. From GEORGE ELLI ' |
S, Esq.; Regist
PYCROFT, Esq., Chi » Register to the Court of §
sq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated 6th Sudr Udalut; to T.
SIR, . : Ma‘I‘Ch 1857) NO. 23.

1. I have thé honor, by directi :
: r, by direction of the Ju
the report called for in the Ext e Judges of the C
ract from the Minut ourt of Sudr Udal
es of Consultation ut, to forward

cember 1855, in regard to the i
s Dbt working of the Village Moonsiffs' Cour

s .under date the 8th De-
ts in the several Zillahs of

2. Much delay has i |

tarded the PR of,tlﬁ:]:evziltous causes, the Court of Sudr Udal
Sgea o B ke ey ffom t’;;) (;r)ovex:nglent, the chiefest of w} __1;t regret to observe, re-
corrections before the Court could fi e Provinces, which has necessita tich has been the imperfect
DL TR B ropert satisfactor;ld themselves in possession of ted hconstam: references and

manner on the subj such informati

. . ject before th ion as would
em.

3. Appended is a
eneral s
o T et D ogn Whic}?b;:mc‘ of the opinion of the Office
figured statements which accom : Goyernment were desirous (.)ff i }v,v h? }'1ave been applied to
Woonsiffs’ Courts ity different yela)::y' this llleti“.er will also show theo taining information ; the
s % €., the number of sui operations of th :
suits detide e Village

actual number of Moonsiffs
who b £
4, - The'C 0 have passed decisions in the last 9 . by them, as well as the
tion in 1817, .Wl(i:nrttgg iudrbUdalut obgtEg: Sus Villa e '
declined rapidly in the l::x: ;'o(:f suits decided by the Village Moonsiff
v years, (1818, 1819 siffs was 10,293 ; i
s y 1 ’ ; it however

ayverage annual numb s A V i
er of decisions was only about 3,0 %0, 1821) and in 1822, 23 andl 24 the

t}le u d X i

ge Moonsiff system was in full opera-

5. It appears tha :
t considerable pai

(a favorite on s ehDLS, P i

e of the late Sir Thomas M o) andk:;: to. introduce the
Vii_’;:,oc p,;‘,a. 1 Bt rally anxious to encour: at the Officers in

e 3 cn

edings of the Court Opinicn to Govemmenthi:g:sgtge measure ; yet in communicati

Vs Cons unicating their
of

of Snd alut 2 2
18:29‘.1 rUd'atlut 23rdApril S e v S
mark that “It will be seen that tho: u‘gmUdalut were Coil-
o se Officers in th .
e Provin-

: ces who are inclined to r
in the most favorable li i IS o Yepritent, th

disposal of the law sujtfh;)’rs:’:ll llil;wf"that they are for the mos:, ;ﬁ:ﬂcter = f.the Village Moonsiffs
Regulations, The prevailinggo in? ore them, they attend but Iivt‘zy 1ulteraté, and that in the
rally unfit to discharge the dutizs o however, seems to be that t} o the. provisions of the
not held in much estimation, are b a:slligg'ed to them as Village Jud iy funa.mlmies are gene-
by a comparison of the numi)er of 1: ttle f'esorted 03 an opinion ie;" ;llnd that their Courts are
similar causes decided by the Districa::eli :;:ﬁ;_’sid of in the Village éiu:gp:z:tth be confirmed
. . o Bu e number of

Village Moonsiff system
the Provinces were gene-

6. . There are no returns ]
i procurable of i | )
3 of th :
intervened between 1827 and 1842 nor are theien:eTib;ll. ey T e L
“liable sources from el

estimate of the operation of the Vi
. he Vill i |
B age Moonsiffs’ Courts during those i which an approximate
to Government that “the attem tsjcu 5 decl(_ied B 1541t o epoid
been attended with generally acﬁnosvlzzmb;ml? o ailly & syswmy°?r‘rl'?f4 ﬂl1is e
operated to the benefit of the co mehcial il i iy cotn b st bave
o <. that it could not be said
to have

%, From 1845 a steady i |
ok ® Yy incre .

decided by Village Moonsiffs was a:; 93? t; be observed un
number of suits below 10 Rupees de(:izied ],) the avera

S ]tsll, in 1854, the number of suits
i : 50 to 1854 being 11,270. T

7 202100!}31)‘1’3 in the years 1852 5’3 54- -

M:) om; ﬁ:iw.\st 11,962, decided b; V,il';:;

or the same period. In the margin

two tribunals in the yea « will be seen t : .
; years 1825-26-27. A striking increase i}:e.::: esmdmg Tk e
s exhibited in favor of the

Village MoonsHls, *Bistrict Moonsif
4,619, 14,028,

= R PR D ¥ W = iR

P

ok s i EAR

2<Y _ ., T L

S AL

i il e S

1..-"-‘n‘l.w'n-“-.—‘-w-M-"n‘ﬁ...-‘-.u'».-ﬂ«.u

ltation

Fort St. George, Judicial Consu , Tth April 1857: i

Village Moonsiffs. "This increase is however more apparent than real. At the first glamvye the
inference naturally drawn is that the Village Moonsiffs take off more than a moiety of cases

throughout the whole Presidency and of course a great deal more than the moiety of such cases
: in some districts. It is however to be borne in

Frichinopoly Town Moonsifi mind that the Village Moonsiffs of Trichinopoly,

ig;} ........ 2,308 Srerungum, Tanjore, and Combaconum, are in
1854 e  reality Town Moonsiffs, drawing fair salaries;
E}"%‘t':%‘;:.;'::?::::z::::':::::'.':::‘,:ggg g D
M e U4 ol axcragod. 8,003 per PRI
; AL ill be seen by the marginal statement. If

3) _Bff & then this number be deducted from the 11,962

Ao RUIRG oY WL 2 T3 12,083 suits decided by Village Moonsiffs asstated in the
commencement of this para, it reduces the operations of the Village Moonsiffs’ Courts at present,
: when the population and consequent litigation

has greatly increased, to 414 less than what
tbey' were in 1817, when the system was first

introduced.

8. The number of Viila,ge Moonsiffs ‘throughout the Presidency amounts to 37,284, of this
number only an average of 675 actually performed any judicial duties

F’{,’;“l',!_‘: Bée;:,";‘soff"ﬁ:;‘f: during each of the years 1852-53-54, or one in 55 only. Thus-it would
v appear that V@lla,ge‘Moonsiﬂ's instead of taking off more than a moiety
le Presidency, only at most take off this class of cases,in 675

of this class of cases over the who

Villages out of the 37,284 Villages of the Presidency. The rest of the cases in the 36,609 Villages
either go before the District Moonsiffs, or are not brought before any tribunal because too petty
ake it worth while for the Plain

fore the District

1817 Village Moonsiffs"decisions, 10,293

Prosent average of 11,962——‘2083.—-'9,879
Village Moounsiffs’ ; * it Wy

decisions. 414

in amouunt to m

certainty of filing their suits be Moonsiffs residing at considerable distances.

9, The conclusioﬁs which the Court of Sudr Udalut are obligea to draw from these returns
esent organised ; in principle they fully

are unfavourable tothe Village Moonsiff system as at pr
i importance of exciting in the Village community a confidence in their fellows and
to resort to these simple a{ld inexpensive tribunals for the adjudication of
their petty suits; practically however, the existing system has, after the experience of forty
: ‘re, and the returns and reports show that very great advantage

years, been fonnd to be a failure,
introduction of an intelligent, well educated, and well paid body
tion in small causes. ,

would accrue from’ the gener
of Town Moonsifts with summary jurisdic
‘ (Signed) ‘GEORGE ELLIS,
Register.

tiffs to undertake the trouble, expense, and un-
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Fort St. ”Ciciof'ge, Judicial Consultation

o e i,

Tth April 1857.
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while he fears the ven i
by him should he vengtflz;r;cteo Oi:;“e V}lxnage = oo tho indignicen ) ;
Civil Judge of Mangalore addp; thi ilfrge? R e abl:st A e
St Yakkais the Sathint Mok huacall ?nvtillage Moonsiffs have generallyo :‘l‘)l,)sta’_‘tiate ; and the
sessons at tha Village velighora FosciAl stances, thfelr landlords, and in othersmtshem g
| : 4 A
Whatare thecauses that P
render the Village Courts
more or lessoperative in some
Districts.

4. The favourab
. ‘ le results
owing to the exertions chi observable in Trichi
of TrichinoP;?::gn; chiefly of the 2 Stipendjaryr,‘l?illnopoly, are
monthly salary of mtr;:rungu,n, the former of Wh;:)n i pvay
while th ini i suits filed in 1855, 940 upees ; and the latter 7 Rupee S
vhile e remaining suits were distributed ) were disposed of b pees, of 1764
tively small proportion of Vill among the other 22 Moo y these 2 Moonsifls,
entire Villages of the Zillah .a ge Moonsiffs exercising Civil oonsiffs, and the compa

i which number no less than 1 2;45 _Powers as compared witll; :}?-

18 accounted for e

being held out to them m
to perform thi i
1 this portion of their duty. g 3

5. Of 3348, the No. of Village
s . age Moonsiffs in the Zi
illah of Combac
onum,

portion perform any Judicial functions =
] very small pro-

Tanjore receive respectivel O i i
pectively 40 Rupees per mensem and their Coul\ft(:msnml’.lOf ey
are thronged ; of 2
887 suits

disposed Of in 1854‘ 8:5 W 1 t
y Oonsiffs’

were disposed of by 29 Moonsi n Vi
y 29 Moonsiffs, bei : maining N
SIfts, .61' g an average of about 67 by each el 20

6. The Civil Judge of G b |
: 8 unt : e
No. of suits disposed o? by the V'(l’lor states that he is strongly impredsed wi L5
is attributable to the infl A SOUA o in 18 Zilah et AT B
BTN o Cas compared witﬁ other Z-ll:}le
urnwms who P

the duties of the Village. Moonsifs. i
nerally perform

.

7. The Civil Judge of
ge of Bellary coneurs with the Collectér in stati
stating that the

Village Moonsiffs has been the cause of thei 8 i
ir not acting, 1gnorance of this

took considerable pai - that
pains to induce them to  act but without sy the late Collector (Mr. Mellor)
: success, X

they will exert th S
emselves until ediicati a3's
ediication advances. - and that it is not anticipate

8. The Civil Jud
Courts in this District gtﬁo :lf S flttributes the inoperati :
et ) dleg ;ne};Oﬁula;lty of the Villags 1\;01221?;: of
while the Curnums who are ally favor the party who chi 1
support the views of their fav:r(i?ecg,atefl e have. the real ma.n:;;:;e
Yo s Ut s Ocors 488 w;tholut much reference to the men.t of the matter generally
o A S il t'ho ten at enmity with each otherrlts of the case. The Civil
vate their lands, that they are fr:;. at they are often creditors of th ’Ras well as with other Red-
otarhidesskpisie ok ths piy leqllllently absent on matters connect el y.ots and others who culti-
the Village Moonsiffs and Culi'm; as tended to deter the industrio # foth other duties, and that
hane that the Villsgar pre ks orfrom placing any reli ustrom feeling any respect f
preter resorting for the settlement of f‘;l;ic: (;n_ their ideas of jusé’c ect a:;
claims .

the Village Moonsiffs’

i :
in, = tl:hey are ignorant and
ith their own interests

siffs’ Courts, whereas the the District M

-G 3 y are ‘

iy generally unknown, they feel there is 1 o= ece Fo 1
0 ess

;s e prospect of any marked

mation, have no copies
of rules or regulati
oo <5 egulations in their own
the Curnums cannot write ; that as their a.;lro0 language, know little or no Tel
; wances as Vill 3

are not in a position to com ' i
Gy Persi:zt;lhrespect either by their trtalitanee ago MUO_nSiﬁ's are small, they
{ore be wondered at that the inhﬁf?;lms‘a}l o of (b Villag Mor th? it
Courts ; that in the South of the< ];'fani.:S’_Of g s have o ige et
b 52 AR xsn:ct there is decidedly a .moea _Of th"a benefits of the Village
bt o RS ot Wi-tm::e:h introduced ; that the Caz;e :nellxgent and more wealt};v
eriminal cases; that theré is not suffi 515813 i they. Nave bs ave. o know}edge " ml.é
>ifT~“to e KO accepta}:lle ;)e;t reliance placed on the een stirred up to act in pett\}
i o s bes clfas there isa feeling of f 1greﬁt_ mass of Village Moon-
il ir cog;plmnts before one whoma:lfely)r;delzery A e
i ¢ look on as no better than

he Abent ’ T 9 -
nf

Fort St. George, Judicial Consultatron,7tkApml1857

10. The Agentat Vizagapatam states that the inactivity of the Village Moonsiffs in his

district is partly caused by the absence in many instances of any Enams, or of any money allowance
to them; by disinclination of the people to sLomit to their authority (except when offered in
the way of mediation) and the indifference of ’ “e Village Moonsiffs themselves to act. ~That in
the Hill Zemindary tracts petty civil disputes Villages are mostly adjusted by the Zemindars,

or their Dewans whilst in the plains the people resort in numbers to the District Moonsifls.
11. The Civil Judge of

chiefly engaged in their cultiv

Chicacole states that as the‘Village Moonsiffs are ignorant and are

ation they are unwilling to acty and that as no confidence is placed

in their decisions, the people prefer resorting to the District Moonsiffs’ Courts.
12. The Civil Judges of Tinnevelly, Qaleln, Combaconum, Chingleput, Coimbatore, Man-
e and Cuddapah also state, that the family influence of the individuals filling the post of

the greater respect shown to them in some Districts than in others, and the

more strictly adhered toand thus rendering the office more honorable

d, induce 2 predilecti
differ greatly. in charac
in some as ¢
nscious ignorance of the rules and

galor
Village Moonsiffs,
line of succession being
and therefore more covete
ther. 'That the class of Officers
be ascribed the disproportion of decisions

Moonsifls are deterred from acting from co

for their guidance, from anxiety to avoid becoming obnoxious to the people in their jurisdic-

tion, from the great difficulty they experience in procuring the assistance of Curnums, from
odical accounts at their own expense aud which

.the necessity they are ander to furnish peri
are occasionally rectified at the direction of District Moonsiffs; from interruption to their

*avocations, by being liable to be called away to give evidence in Courts, or to answer for their
proceedings if impugned by & dissatisfied suitor for partiality and for which attendance they do
not receive the slightest remuneration, and from the rigid manner with which all duties Q‘ a Po-
lice character are exacted of him and the severe penalties following any dereliction of duty- '

Salem, Calicut, Chicacole and Chit-

Whether there isreason 13. The Civil Judges of
e Village Moonsiffs are irregular,

to suspect that the Village toor state that the returns of th
Moonsiffs do not make cor- hy and unin@elligible, and do not represent

incorrect, uptrustWort
vect returns or some times

¢ ually performed by them, while the Civil J udges of
fail to makeanys though they Mangalore and Combaconum state that there is no reason to sup;
may have acted occasionally- pose that the Village Moonsiffs dispose of suits without reporting

them to the Higher Court.
14. 'That the Village Moonsiffis occasionally settle such suits

Dbeneficially.

on for the Village Courts in one District over ano-
ter in different districts and to which may
ompared with others. That the Village
regulations enacted

the w_ork act

Whether the Village
Moonsiffs act beneficially in
allaying many disputes be-
tween Ryot and Ryot before

What are the Districts
in which the emoluments
of the Potails, Monegars
&c. have been raised and im-

proved and what are the al- :
1 whether this reform has induced a greater activity on their

Jowances now enjoyed by them
part in the performance of their Judicial duties.
: (Signed) GEORGE ELLIS,

Register.

they ripen into law suits.
15. That the Town Moonsiffs of Trichinopoly and Sreerungum,
anjore are remunerated as stated in paras. 4and 5

(Combaconum and Tanj
while those in other Districts receive nothing for their Judicial

{functions.

/

No. 881 ; dated Ist April 1857.

pies of them and of the Reports
as of the Legislative Council for

- ORDER THEREON,

No- 3.
¢ the above letters be recorded and that co

Resolved tha
ed to the Member for Madr

transmitted with them be furnish

his information.
.

v (Signed) = T. PYCROFT,
s Chief Secretary.




a3 FO,-f St. George, Judicial E€onsultation, Tth April 1857.

Ordered that the following letter be desps Ltu\ .,

From T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Sc¢antary to the Government of Fort St. Geor; ae ;
to D. ELIOTT, Esq., Member of the Legislative Council of India for Madras, d: m(l
Gth April 1857, No. 381 A.

No. 6.

SIR,

] am directed by the Right Honor able the Governor in Council to forward for your infor-
mation the accompanying copies of letters {from the Court of Sudr Adawlut and Board of Revenue,
with their enclosures, relative to the Village Moonsiffs of this Presidency.

(Signed) T.PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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