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Read the following letters.
No. 16. From the Ist J udge of the Madras Court of Small Causes.
I:o:-l?;a;g:t‘l;g:gal Report of the working of the Court during} (Here Giltes Bt Februa.ry 1857, No. 9.)*

No. 17. From the Prothonotary of the Supreme Court, Madras.

Forwards Returns shewing the dispatch of business in the} (Here enter 23rd January 18 57')*
Supreme Court at Madras, during the year 18.96.

No. 18. ORDER THEREON, No. 362; dated 25th March 1857.
1. The first of these letters contains a Report of the proceedings of the Court of Small Causes

for the year ending 31st December 1856.

@, The number of suits instituted during that year was 22,869 or 3,330 less than in 1855,
and the amount under litigation involved in them was Rupees 3,29,043-13-6 or Rupees
55,030-13-10 below that of the previous year. There was however only a slight decrease in

the value of the suits, the average of eaq‘h being a little more than Rupees 14,
3. The aggregate of the actions set down for hearing was 21,985 or 3,186 below that of last
year, . They were disposed of in the manner following, compared with the year before.
1855. 1856.
11,858 10,582

Judgment for Plaintiffs...
635 912

Do. for Defendants...

Non-suited and struck off...
Compromised...

. Undecided...

2,157 1,281
10,488 9,164
33 16

25,171 21,985

4. The Commission and ;,[“ees realized during the year, inclusive of Fines, amounted to
Rupees 43,677-6-6 being Rupees 8,077-5-6 below that of the previous year. No reason is
assigned for this marked decrease in the receipts of the Court mor for the falling off in the
number of suits instituted and of the amount under litigation. The Judges of the Court of Small
Causes will be requested toafford any explanation which they may be able to give on this point.

5. The expenses of the Court, during the year under review, amounted to Rupees 75,294

or Rupees 31,616-9-6 more than its income. This deficiency would however have been consider-
ably reduced, had the actions instituted in the Supreme Court, on the Small Cause side, been
brought in this Court, which ould have been done without any increase to its expenses. The
Fees, &c., realized in that Court in 1856, amounted to Rupees 10,648-4. '

6. The second letter recorded above relates to the business performed in the Supreme

Court, Small Cause side, during the same period.
®  The number of Causesinstituted under the Act was 442 or 8 more than last year. The
annexed table shews the manner in which they were disposed of in comparison with the previous
year,
1855. 1856.
Judgment for Plaintifls... s 199 204
" Do. for Defendants... TN e 24
Plaintiffs Non-suited... 35 43
Compromised... 147 147
Struck out... & 18 5
Undecided. .. 15 19

442

e —

434

R

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

—

* Printed separately.
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RETURNS

OF
-

CASES INSTITUTED

(SMALL CAUSE SIDE)
DURING THE YEAR

1§46,
W
GOVERNMENT,

JupiciAL DEPARTMENT,
Fort Saint George.

To THE SECRETARY TO

SIR,
1 have the honot; by the direction of the Honorable the Judges

ward, for the information of Government, the accompanying Returns,
from No. 1 to No. 6, shewing the dispatch of business in the Supreme
Court at Madras, ander Act IX of 1850, during the year 1856.

1 have &c,

WILLIAM A. SERLE,
Prothonotary-

to for

Supreme Court, Madras,
Prothonotary’s Office,

95rd January 1857.
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