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letter from Lieutenant Colonel G. P. CAMERON, c. B, K. C.

No. 21. Read the following
and Joint Magistrate; to T. PYCROFT,

s 1. & s & K Cy Commanding Neilgherries,

Tsq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated 26th January 1857, No. 52.

SIR,
Enclosed 1 have the honor of forwarding you a
o transmit to Government, signed by a number o
to the Right Honorable the Governor in Council.

Memorial in duplicate, which I have been

requested t f the inhabitants of this place, for

submission

9. T have reason to believe the Memorial in question,
merously signed, but from the absence at this period, of a great many of the resident inhabi-
tants of the Hills, and its not baving been transmitted to the neighbouring Stations for signature,
t of those who attended the meeting, that the document should be for-
warded, and placed in the hands of Government, as early as possible.

3. If I may venture upon S0 great a liberty, I would earnestly, though respectfully recom-
mend most particuhu'ly to the notice of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, those two
points contained in the Memorial, relative to a Law between Servants and Masters, Masters
and their employees, the absence of which as my own experience too well proves, in a popula-
tion recognized as the very worst throughout the whole of India, gives rise to such abuses, that
in regard to the first, it notuunfrequently:happens, unprotected;invalid ladies and children are ex-
posed to insult, and extortion, and sometimes live in a state of constant anxiety, and alarm, while in
not only individuals, but the Government, and Public at large, have sustain-
£ the frauds carried on with inipunity, fromsthe defective state of the
od the sweeping away of the Bridge at

would have been much more nu-

from a Wish on the par

veference to the last,
ed great injury in consequence o
existing law ; one example of which had nearly caus
Goodalore, and left passing travellers to the almost certain death occasioned by a stay in those

pestilential jungles.
(Signed) G. P. CAMERON, Lieutenant Colonel,

Commanding Neilgherries, and Joint Magistrate.

To the Right Honorable GEORGE FRANCIS Lorp HARRIS, Governor of Fort St.

Greorge, Madras,
. The respectful Memorial of the European
Residents at Qotacamund on the Neilgherries.

SHEWETH,

1st. That in our Memorial in April of the year 1855,
increasing population of these Hills, in which there are more Europeans
other Station in India, beyond the limits of the several Presidencies of Calcutta, Madras and
Bombay, and we regret to state that the little that has been done subsequently to the presenta-
tion of our last Memorial, has, but ina very slight degree, served to ameliorate the condition in

which we found ourselves then placed, for we are still debarred from the protection of British
Law, and have still to contend against the delays and intricaciesof Moofussil Courts wherein Hindoo
:ch are not in any way caleu-

and Mahomedan law predominates in the Company's Regulations, whi

lated for the free born Briton.

ond., Your Memoriafgts indulged the hope that from the representation they made in April
1855, and from the favour®¥ole reply received thereto, & Small Cause Court would have been
here established, as well as an efficient Magistracy nd powerful Police, confirmed by 2 local Acts
based upon English law, and thus would protecti&nave been afforded to the inhabitants gene-
rally, both in regard to their persons, and property.

3rd. It is useless to recapitulate the details given inour former Memorial, suffice if tosay,
that the grievances we then complained of are still, for the most part suffered to exist, much to the

injury of the Iuhabitants ofthese Hills both European and Native; we ?herefore most l'espe'ctfuﬂ‘y
and humbly pray that the particular Act} which has been sometime if

Vide Boaufort Digest of (o operation in Bengal for the protection of Master and Servant, and Worlc-
may be promptly extended to these Hills, and

is detailed the increased, and still
located than in any

Criminal law of Fort Wil-
iiam, Book the 8th Chaprer  man and El-nplovers’
3rd page 692 under the v
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head of Masterand Servant  also the Act Iately passed for re . R
and Workms d Con- gulatmo' th
tracts of labour " ta, Madras, a“d_Bomb&Y, may under Zert:ur:)l::z:l)iithe T owns of Culent
gran?ed to us with a Sma]] Cause Court simil Hcations he thste
dencies. A to those of the Presi
And your Memorialists as in duty bound, will ever pray
(Signed) HOWARD DOWKER Major Gen
g en
s FRANCIS sTR ATAN, Major Geny
and severq) others,
e m——
No. 22. ORDER THEREON, No, 2455 dated 274} February 1857 .
Lieutenant Colonel Cameron submits, in duplicate, a M, ; .
at Ootacamund. emonial from severy) (36) residents

2. The Memorialists refer to th

little that has been done subsequent to its presentation has but ;::le;l IV: 8551’. and state that the
to ameliorate the condition in which they found themselves thep placefiy ; ight degree, served
barred from the protection of British Law, and have stil] to contend again ,t ;r they are st]] de-
cacies of Mofussil Courts wherein Hindoo and Mahomedan Law pre ;fmms tt e:d

Regulations, which are not in any way calculated for the free born Britoy 8

had hoped that, in consequence of their Memorial, a Small Cause Cou.rt
tablished at Ootacamund, as well ag an efficient Magistracy, and powerfy]
by a local Act, based upon English Law, and thus would prote ;
inhabitants generally, both in regard to their persons and proper

e Memorial presenteq in

; been es.
Police, confirmed

ction haye been affordeq t, the

ty.

3. They conclude by praying that the particuls
tion in Bengal{ for the protection of Master and S
promptly extended to the Hills, and also that the Act latel
the Towns of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, may under certain mod;
to them with a Small Cause Court similar to those of the

4. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council observes, in,
urged by the Memorialists against the system of Law as now administeregd by the Mofysg;
that a Bill for simplifying the Procedure of the Courts of Civil J udicature of the B Ofussﬂ_ Courts
pany in Madras, founded on the Report of H. M. Commissioners appointed tq cOn:‘? India Cop.
cial Establishment, Judicial Procedure and Laws of India, has recently heep S hlt ?1‘ the Judi.
gislative Council and will probably soon become Law. It will, it i to be Presume(gl hlnto the Le.
lowed by one of a similar kind for reforming the Procedure of the Courts of (s e ortly_be fol-
and adapted to the carrying out of the Indian Penal Code which oonal Judicatyye

is also before the Counej]
9. With respect to the Institution of a Small Cause (' .

a 39 - . ourt at O
rialists will be informed that it was originally designed by thi S

s Govern
them to the Government of" India, that the Principal Sudder Ameen’s xgzn

should be invested with the J urisdiction of a Small Cause Court, 7T
the Legislative Council had at the time before them the Bill for estab]
generally in the Mofussil, and it therefore appeared to them unn,

Supplement to Fort St. George Ootacamund in that respect.
Gazette, 20th June 1853,

egard to the objections

amund, the Memsq.
t and Proposed by
o o TUEL: B Ootacamung
his was not done,
ishing Smq)) 5
S soecessary to legislate Specially for
this G : ? me.reason, howeVer, with which
18 Lxovernment are unacquainted, the Bill in question, epgs c
Section IX. ““ for the more easy recovery of small dehig and » entitled « By

wouid have enabled the Government to confer the S Yo Which

Cause Court on any Civil Court of the East India Company, hag not passed Powers of , Small

6. As regards the Law of Master and Servant, the G

Law for settling the relations between Master and Servant

overnment woulq g},
of Madras was laid befo

» drawn up by the Ag s tha:] "
: v
re a Select Committee of the Legislative Couticil whe repo:')t(:\dlDe e
against it
!
1 Vide Beanfort’s Digest of the Criminal Law of Fort W
and Servant and Workman ang Contracts of labor,”

illiam, Book the 8} Chapter 814, Page 692 undey 14 head of «
aster

f

S ST | 41 o — ———
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}'ortStGeorge,Judzcml : ébnsultatzon, 3rd M arckm 1857

corberginin e !

e e b ot S T A e b

B
B e
O et

p y i 1 1 en ﬂlat the
be fomld ill th.ei[ [Le ()[t ()f Qsth Jul 1855, fr0m Whlch lt Wl].l be Se. : ;
fra.!lleIS Of the Pena.l Code, dle La.W COInmiSSionerS Who l'eVleWed 1t 1m

. th
s ol i er margin) were agreed that, wit
£ élr“‘“ e i Commlw:ﬁiéaswﬁll be included in the Penal Code,

Their reasons will

—-——Peacoek. e e excethnS’_ be treated as offences, but only
e breaches of contracts of service should not be o
. 7 j £ Civil actions. Copy of the Report a

Mr. LeGeyt, dissentec. be the subject o

i Bengal
Memorialists for their information. It may be noted that the Beng

ded will be abrogated by the Penal Code. for Regulating
: the extension to Qotacamund of the Act lately Passlidr o ill E:dea:
Wag: With respect 1o f Calcutta, Madras and Bombay or ACt.XIH 1806";; V:’ to fit i;
the Police of the To:;';l if‘othat enactx;lent, that it would requireR colr::lcgrabl:aﬁzd:h:aé:’:vemor o
m a cursory peru £ s to the Rig i incti
i‘:be carried out on the H}llui.thjt,lx:"?:lz:::’ Csjzilcil would perceive such di§t1nct1on ?;;W::
Council very improbable t ?n & doo ther large up-country stations, as to legls;ate specially
the circumstances of Oo,cticabefore trial has been made in it of the new Penal Code. who will
its Police—or, at any rate, . < will be communicated to Lieutenant Colonel Camemn’rceived in
8. The above observlzitlo:il to the Memorialists. The Governmen't have no1v; 1}1)1(:1 iy
be pleased to' r;lak; :}}1‘3:; w}r;ioch has not been before cOIlsi:(%‘eredi t:r on g:z]cll:iicheyl t“ ‘(;:'i )
ir Memorial an the Legislative g A
2::1 = again;dgraessi;giW;iiSS;P;;I&;?: :lelzng:xc‘;{ in the ugsual course by Petition, should they
Lz L et

see fit, on any of the subjects to w

will be furnished to the
Act to which they have allu

hich their present address has reference.
(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

xd. F. Cartledge.
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