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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 17th February 1857.
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Read the following Papers.
“ Read again letter from the Acting Magistrate of Malabar.
(Here enter 5th January 1857, No. 2.)
No. 3. Readalsoletter from J. R. BOYSON, Acting Honorable Company’s Solicitor; to T.

PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, dated 4th
February 1857, No. 67.

SIR,

-

I have the honor to acknowledge the papers noted in the margin.

d I submitted these papers for the consider-
Minutes Consultation, dated 22nd January 1857, No. 88, Judi- 2,

cial Department, with enclosures, . ation of Mr. Da]e, the retained Counsel for the
Order, dated 23rd January1857, No. 105, on letter from the > -
Acting Magistrate :H’\(Ialnbar, dated 15th January 1857, Honorable Company, and I herewith send a

No. 5, with enclosures. copy of his opinion.

The Acting Magistraté of Malabar and the Joint Magistrate of Cochin, are doubtless pursu-
ing those enquiries which they have hitherto so energetically prosecuted. Care should be taken
to avoid (as far as practicable) taking any Deposition or examination on oath or otherwise of
any party whom it may ultimately appear desirable to indict for the murder, and if any such
party is permitted to make a statement, he should first be warned that all that he says will be
taken down and may possibly be used to his disadvantage.

I beg to suggest that the result of Mr. Cullen’s enquiries be communicated Jully from time
to time to the Mauritius Government, and that that Government be requested to furnish the
Governor in Council of Fort Saint George, with al/ the information that it may be in the power
of the Mauritius Government to afford, and to state without delay, to what country the Six
Islands belong, and te what Law and Courts they are subject : also that the Acting Magistrate
of Malabar be required to ascertain of what country Captain Rodriguez is a subject.

(Signed) J. R. BOYSON,
Acting Honorable Company’s Solicitor.

Cory Opixion,

I have perused the Minutes of Consultation, dated 22nd January 1857, No. 88, Judicial
Department, as also the several papers which accompany.

In all probability a murder has been committed, but there is no evidence of it ; and if
committed, I fear that after this lapse of time, no person can be convicted of it, at least under
the Law of England.

It is perfectly consistent with the statements laid before me that Monsieur Hugon is still
alive. His dead body has not been found, and for anything that appears in these papers, the
laborers may have seized the Boat on its arriving at Toorotoo Devy, crossed in it themselves
to the larger Island, and left Monsicur Hugon on Toorotoo Devy unhurt, where he may have
been able to find sufficient nourishment to support life. I should fear from the time that was
permitted to elapse after Monsieur Hugon’s disappearance that if his remains have been since,
or should be hereafter found, no sufficient evidence of identity might be obtained ; at the same
time it is possible that portions of his dress, or a watch, or ring, or something of that kind might
be found to render the identity sufficient. ~
, L am however of opinion there is sufficient evidence before the Magistrate to justify his
proceeding with the investigation and that he has authority to issue his Warrant for the arrest of
the parties pointed out as suspected of having committed the supposed murder. They should,
however, under the circumstances be treated with as much leniency, &ec. asis compatible with

‘their being forthcoming to answer the charge, should any be brought forward.

If a murder has been committed, as supposed, the Prisoners may be tried in the Supreme

Court; or they may be given up to the Authorities having Jurisdiction at the place where the
murder was committed.

Mr. Robinson in his letter dated the 5th January 1857, states the offence ¢ was committed
on the high seas.” I apprehend that letter was penned at a time when Mr. Robinson had very
imperfect information before him, or he has further information than has been laid before me.
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Madras, 2nd February 1857, ' (Signed) CLEMT. DALE,
, (True Copy.) :
(Signed) J, R. BOYSON,

Acting Honorable Company's Solicitor,
No. 4. ORDER TuEREOY,
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2# These Coolies to the number of about forty are stated, it will be observed, further to have
taken forcible possession of the said Schooner on its touching at the ““Six Islands,” on its recent
voyage from the Mauritius to Cochin, and after plundering the treasure chest, to have compelled
the Captain to work her to the Western Coast of India, where, at a point between Aleppie
and Cochin, they disembarked in fishing-boats, on the 30th of September last. The Vessel itself
came into the Roads at Cochin en the 2nd of the following month.

3. Captain Rodriguez wuuld appear to have communicated the whole of these particulars to
Mz. Laporte, the Owner of the Vessel, at the Mauritius without loss of time, but, for reasons stated
by him in his Deposition before the Joint Magistrate, he kept the transactions a profound secret
from Mr. Ruffin, the Ship’s Agent at Cochin, and it was not until the 24th December last, that he
resolved to report the matter to the Authorities.

4. 'Whatever the reasons that induced Captain Rodriguez and his Crew to preserve silence for
this length of time, the delay caused thereby is likely to prove extremely prejudicial to the interests
of public justice. The Magistrate of Malabar is engaged in the most energetic enquiries, but the
time that has elapsed since their disembarkation in India, renders it altogether unlikely that the
Criminals will be captured. ¢

5. From a Mauritius Newspaper ““ Le Cernéen,” filed in the course ofthe enquiry, before

the Magistrate at Cochin, this Government learn that a report of the alleged outrage has already :

been made to His Excellency the Governor, and that orders have been issued for the investiga-
tion of the affair. The legal advisers of this Government, copy of whose letters are enclosed, have
suggested that the Government of the Mauritius should be requested to furnish the Governor in
Council with full particulars of the measures that may have been adopted, together with all the
information that may from time to time transpire in regard to the case, and I am directed
to solicit that this may be done. It'is also necessary that this Government should be certified as
to what Country the *Six Islands” actually belong, and to what Law and Courts they are
subject.

6. I am further desired to draw the attention of the Government of the Isle of France,
to the allegations contained in.the Depositions now forwarded, relative to the treatment of the
Coolies in the “Six Islands,” and torequest that this Government may be favored with infor-
mation as to what Indian laborers still remain in those Islands, and under what circumstances
they were brought there.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

No. 6. From T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,
to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, dated 11th February
1857, No. 182.

SIR,

I am divected by the Governor in Council to submit for the information of the Right Honor-

able the Governor General of India in Council, the accompanying papers as per margin, relative
v : to a murder supposed to have been committed by some Indian Coolies at
Lc;:‘cﬂ{;?x?;n?,ctsl&gﬂﬁ?sgg? “the * Six Islands,” a group of small Islands lying in the Indian Ocean

N i itius, and stated to be dependen-
Extract Minutes Consultation, half way between Cochin and the Mauri e, ’ P ’
22ud Tdetn, cies of the latter Colony, to a native of which of the name of “ Duparrel

g ke ffllclm; 1 Ac;ig‘ﬁ they are alleged to belong
Magistrate of Malabar, 15t .
Lc‘m:-yﬁ:ggj't‘l:::uf:tﬂ(:"}?g: 2. The particulars of the alleged outrage, as far as they have yet
;:f"m“;‘g:(é‘l‘;:ll"::)"“SO“"“"" been brought to light, are given in the letters frc.)m the Actmg Magis-
Letter. from  Chief Seeretary,  trate of Malabar and the Joint Magistrate of Cochin, and are briefly re-

:?1 i(l;::lonial Seeretary, Mau- capitulated in the Extract Minutes Consultation of the 22nd Ultimo. 1t
will b;e seen that these Coolies, who from time to time had been clandestinely con’\lcyed sl
Islands by Captain Roman Rodriguez .°f the SCho?nm: Fmrin Augu'ste, e Sl
appear to have been long engaged in similar acts of crimping, were §ote wuljelied co i ikt

severe labour and ill treatment ; that in August last, unable any longer to endure their situation,
S «
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Judzczal Consultatwn, 17th
they rose against their Overseers, overpowered
it is said, and murdered the Manager of the

Fort St. George,

them and the Creole population, some sitteg souls,

plantations, one Paul Hugon. Shortly after the
occurrence of these events, Captain Rodriguez touched at the Islands on his voyage from Mauri-

tius to Cochin. The Coolies made a Prisoner of him and his Crew, and compelled him to take

them back again to the Western Coast of India, where ata point between Aleppie and Cochin, §
they furtwely disembarked on the 30th September, The matter came, it will be noticed, to ' B
the cognizance of the Authorities on the 24th December

nly.
3. The Acting Magistrate of Malabar having enquir

the case, the papers were forwarded to the Acting Com
closure have been despatched to the Au
applied to the Government of the Maur;

A

ed how far his J urisdiction extended in

pany’s Solicitor, whose letter and its en-
thorities at Calicut and Cochin ; and this Government h

itius, in a letter, copy of which accompanies,
m that quarter in respect to the murder (a report of which,
ency the Govelnor) as also to know what Indian 1.
Islands and under what circumstances they were by ought there.

4. 'The Acting Magistrate of Malabar and Joint Magistrate of Cochin, have he
to follow up their inquiries,

as
with a view
it will be seen, has reached His Excell

abour- f
ers still remain on the

en directed
and this Government will r

eport the result to the Government of
India, as also the issue of the i Investigation which M. Robinson is now conductmg n regard to
the crimping of Coolies for exportation from Mahé to Bourbon,
(Signed) T, PYCROFT,
\ Chief Secretary,
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