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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 23rd December 1857.
No. $3. Orper THEREON, No. 1663 ; dated 23rd December 1857. '
The Returns for the Quarter under review exhibit a net increase of no less than 172 cases;
viz., 91 gang robberies and 81 highway robberies. The increase of crime however has not
been general, the Returns being swelled by the unsatisfactory condition of some of the larger
districts as follows:
Increase of Increase of
gang robbery. highway robbery.
Cases. Cases.
Cuddapah... e AR R e e g [
Bellary... o PR e w1
Nellore... i e e 00
South Arcot... | R o SRS BFTRRSY | "
Coimbatore... e TEB o R R e IR e
Madura... REINE LA AR
Canara... RGBT L AN EREe !

2. To take the districts in their Geographical order, beginning from the north. The Cir-
cars.—In Ganjam and Guntoor the Returns for * gang robbery " are blank. In Masulipatam there
were three such cases, and in Rajahmundry and Vizagapatam one cach only. Thatin the former
of these two districts is probably the outrage committed by Scobba Reddy and others, tried by
the Commissioner, as 400 men are stated to have been engaged in it and property to the value of
Rupees 7,533 was plundered.

The paucity of ‘ highway robberies’ is likewise notable. In Ganjam there were five, three
of which occurred in Kimedy, beyond the actual frontier, and in Vizagapatam two, both in
Golcondah. None in Rajahmundry, in Masulipatam one, and in Guntoor two. In the lastmen-
tioned district this is a decrease of seven, which may no doubt be ascribed to the pains recently
» First, Mr Newill and then taken by the local authorities® to arm and organize a portion of their

Mr. B. R. Uotton. Police force.

8. Cuddapah and Bellary.—Crime here is exceedingly rife, nor does the number of offend- -~
ers apprehended bear any proportion to the number engaged. Neither Magistrate has offered
any explanation. Kurnool, as usual, is remarkably free from crime.

4. Nellore.—The increase here is mainly in * highway robbery’ (20 cases above the Returns
of the 2nd Quarter) and is attributed partly to the imprudent withdrawal of certain Cuttooba-
dies from the jungle passes in August last. This false step was subsequently retraced. . .

Last Quarter, the Government} secing it stated that a Dacoit had

TEt?;:ﬂ§to§d{';:$fsd§‘;38‘§5:; been shot by a villager, called upon the Acting Magistrate to report,
September 1857, para. 4 - Whetherhe availed himself of his authority under the Regulations to re-
ward this ¢ meritorious service ;' and if so, to what extent and under
what circumstances of publicity 2 Mr, Taylor, who is now Acting Magistrate of South Arcot,.
explains in reply, that he did not think it necessary to do more than

Frgr:m :it':gs:‘ :!u %xf:n;;t:j applaud the villztger, and, ".for the encouragement and imitation of
19th October 1857. others” to chronicle the achievement in the District Gazette. The
Government are glad to find that the man's courage attracted the Acting

Magistrate’s attention, but unaccompanied by any substantial reward, they consider the notice
taken of his daring, will hardly be found to stimulate the great body of the Ryots of Nellore in
resisting armed violence to the extent wished for. Mr. Elton, who has now returned to his charge,
will present the man with a suitable donation in money. U T f:-’ \

5. Chingleput.—There occurred 13 serious crimes in this small d
Quarter, being an increase of six. In Conjevaram, a large Brahminy town

, three houses were
plundered the same night, apparently by one and the same gang, the wealt *Qﬁdm idity of the

]

residents of the place affording equal inducements to the ill. disposed. 1t is satisfac

that 5 out of 11 criminals concerned in highway robberies of the preceding Quarte: ‘have been

convicted.
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: 6. Nortﬁ Avrcot shows an increase of 4 cases in * highway robbery,’ but a decrease of 8
in ‘ gang robbery.’ On the whole, therefore, there is a slight improvement, Mr. Whittingham
agreeably to the orders of Government, is visiting the outlying quarters of the district 4 :

7. South Arcot.—Crime is very prevalent. It is ascribed to an unfavourable season.
8. Salem.—A decrease of 5 cases. In 13 that occurred, the accused have been apprehended.

9. Coimbatore. i ¥
o Pam”el'ore —Crime abounds. No less than 60 cases of gang robbery alone, a number

10. Trichinopoly calls for no remark, ZTanjore is very free from crime.

11. Madura, in ‘ gang robbery’ stands next to Coi

2, . : vimbatore, 49 cases occurred, and thi
though extra Police and pensioned Sepoys have been enrolled. The lateness of the monsoos
threw the Cullers out of work and raised the price of all grains. 5

12.  Tinnevelly and Malabar.—Returns satisfactory.

13.  Canara appears unusually disturbed. There is an increase of 8 gang robberies,

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd, F, Cartledge,
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