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. Fort 8t. George, Judicial Consultation, 23rd December 1857.

No. 1. Read the following letter from J. J. COTTON, Esq., Session Judge of Masulipatam ;
to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government in the Judicial Department,
Fort Saint George, dated 7th December 1857, No. 584.

Sir,

L. A number of persons (8) have been sent to the Jail under my charge for confinement
and safe custody by the Acting Magistrate and Acting Joint Magistrate of this Distriet, and
as one or two of them appear to be desperate characters, I have been compelled to place them
in hand-cuffs, especially as I learnt, on what I conceive to be reliable authority, that they had
been plotting to create a serious disturbance in the Jail during which they hoped to make their
escape together with some 60 others whom they are said to heve banded with them under an oath.

2. I'have taken the best precautions in my power to check the first indications of disturb-
ance, by mounting the guards with their pieces loaded and arming the Jailor (an European)
with my own revolver (that indented for not having yet been furnished,) and as these prepara-
tions were purposely made in presence of the Convicts, (the suspected ringleaders of which, T at
the same time harangued) to show them what would be the consequences of any disturbances,
I have every reason to believe that all will continue quiet for the present,

3. T have considered it my duty to report the above circumstances for the information of
Government, and to state that I should be inclined to treat such attempts at breaking Jail as

offences punishable under Act X1V of 1857, unless this construction shall be overruled by
. His Lordship in Couneil.

(Signed) J. J. COTTON,
Session Judge.

No. 2. OrDER THEREON, No. 1636 ; dated 16th December 1857.
1. The Government approve the precautions taken by the Session Judge of Masulipatam
as described in the foregoing letter,

2. All ordinary cases of misconduct on the part of prisoners would seem to be sufficiently
met by the provisions of Regulation X, 1832, If any graver cases should arise at Masulipatam, the

Commissioner will consider whether they should be dealt iith under Act XIV of 1857, and act
accordingly.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

B34, F. Owtledge,
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