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+ HKort St George, Judicial Consultation, 15tk December 1857.

No. 28. Read the following paper from the Commissioner in the Salem District under Act XIV
of 1857,

COMMISSIONER CASE, No, 21. Parramutty Talook.
Charge.—Gang robbery.
Property stolen 25.4.
Do. found 2.

Prasecutor Chellapa Gounden.—I was asleep in my sheéd, when about 20 robbers came and
attacked me ; Ist, 2nd, 8rd and 4th prisoners beat me, they took away 15 sheep ; 5th prisoner took
one on his shoulder, it was a moon-light night. T knew the Prisoners before, they are my neigkbours,
I did not see the prisoners’ faces, they made me stoop, I recognised them by their voices. I report-
ed the robbery the same night to Ist, 2nd, 3rd and 6th witnesses, and named he prisoners at ‘the
time. T can swear to this rope, because it is my work. There was rain that night. T went with
Village Moonsiff and other ryots to trace the robbers to 2 or 3 villages.

By st prisoner.—T diq not quarrel with you because You came on my field.

By 4h prisoner.—I did apprehend you in another case of theft on suspicion, in which you
were released, '

Ist witness, Poochanaicken.—] am a ryot, I live in the next field to prosecutor ; on hcaring
the row, I went there and saw distinctly the Prisoners beating the prosecutor, they and others took
15 sheep, they did not beat me, I was hidden in hedge 10 fathoms off. After they left, T went to
the prosecutor, who told me 10 op 15 names; which I can’t now recollect. I was with the Moonsiff
and prosecutor in tracing the robbers, but I did not mention the prisoners’ names to the Moonsiff,
I knew the prisoners before, they live near me, I swear to having seen them, it was moon-light.

By 8rd prisoner—I never quarrelled with you once,

2nd witness Rangapanm’ckcn, deposed to the same effect.

By 3rd prisoner, —I was punished in a cattle-stealing case, but not from information given
by you.

3rd and 4¢h dispensed with, 5th absent.

6th witness, Chinnay Gounden, Village Moonsiff, states that prosecutor and 1st and 2pg
Witnesses told him the ]st Prisoner’s and another’s name, but not the other prisoners’, when the 1st
Prisoner was first shown to the prosecutor, he did not point him out,

Prisoners denjed the charge, plead alibi, and 2nq prisoner claimed the rope, no witnesses,

Prisoners released op security for 2 years, in 50 Rupees each, under Clause VI, Section 11,
Regulation XV of 1803.

(Signed) J. W, CHERRY,
November 19th, 1857, Commissioner.

———

Sentence~The whole of this case rested upon the eviden s

humber of map attacked the Prosecutor while aslee i ” him of 15 sheep. The first

TL"J  the village officer, to which I always attach importance, makes no mention of the Prizon-

ers. hames. Prosecutor himself admitted he did not see thejr faces, but only knew them by their

he witnesses pretend to swear to the Prisoners, but cannot recollect the names

Lastly, the Village Moonsiff himself said that prosecutor did

ot point out the 1st pyi first shewn to him, The rope identified js a common one,
and is ag likely to be the Prisoner’s as the Prosecutor’s,

Under these circumstances, I release the prisoners, but as suspicion attaches to them, hold

them to security for 2 years, each in 2 securities of 50 Rupees a Piece, under Clayse V] ) Section
IL Act XV of 1803,

(Signed) 1. W, CHERRY,

Commiseionon.
November 19th, 1857, vmmissioner
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Fo;i St. Gemn‘e, sz’zcm/ Colzw//ruum, loz‘]e December 1857.

No. 29. OrDER THEREON, No, 1609 ; dated 10th December 1857.

In this case five prisoners were charged with * zang robbery." The Commissioner, it is ob-

served, entirely discredits from first lJl st the

ness hm at the same time has held the accused to security for 2 years each in two sureties at

50 liugw s each, under Clause sixth, Section 11, Regulation XV of 1803, on the ground that
““ suspicion attaches to them."”

> testimony given by the prosecutor and his wit-

2. The Government consider this sentence unwarrantable under the circumstances, and are
pleasa

d to direct that the same be annulled, and the parties unconditionally released forthwith.

(Signed) T. PYCROTFT,
Chief Secretary.
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