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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 1st December 18

No. 38. Read the following letter from A. PURVIS, Esq., Magistrate of Rajahmundry; to
T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Cocana
da, 17th November 1857, No. 355.

Sir,

I have the honor, with reference to my letter of the 5th Instant, to report that since the 4th
of this month, when three small hamlets not far from the foot of the hills, were attacked and
plundered, no further acts of depredation or violence have been committed in the Taudemullah
talook.

2. The Detachment of Sappers referred to in para. 2 of my letter, are located at Yerna-
goodem, the Cusba town of the talook, but they will, on the approach of the Company of the
Tth N. I., which the Major General Commanding the Division has ordered from Masulipatam,
return to Dowlaishwaram. :

3. Theleaderin the outrages which I have lately had to report, is Karkonda Soobbareddy,
a petty hill-chief, resident of Caratoor, on the banks of the Godavery in the Gootala Police Divi-
sion of this district. He formerly (1837) followed somewhat similar pursuits, but the cases do
not appear to have been pressed against him, and he is since believed to have conducted himself
peaczably till the present time. He was, as reported in my letter of the 19th Ultimo, till lately,
in the habit of levying fees on all wood brought down the Godavery, but this practice was about
three years ago put a stop to as unauthorized.

4. The present outbreak appears in the first instance, to have arisen from the following
circumstances. Soobbareddy was desirous of seeing his son Mungereddy, married to one Seeta-
mah, widow of Gooroogoomilley Mootyalareddy, who (the widow) was in the enjoyment of a
part of the small estate of Nagavarum, situated among the hills. The remainder and larger por-
tion of the estate, being at present in possession of another female, Gooroogoomilley Lutchme
Nursammah, widow of one Mungereddy. Seetammah had for some time been the mistress of
Soonkara Swamy, the Moonsiff of Boottayagoodem, and the surrounding group of villages. In-
deed, he appears to have managed her affairs and her part of the estate for her. Soobbareddy, it is
supposed, was irritated at seeing the money flowing into Soonkara Swamy's coffers as well as
being anxious that his son should marry the young widow, an arrangement not opposed to the

rules of the caste to which the parties belong.

5. Soobbareddy and his party appear to have formed a design to carry the widow off by

force, though in this they were unsuccessful, they attacked and plundered Boottayagoodem,
especially Soonkara Swamy's house and property, and made, it is said, an attempt to set fire to
Lutchme Nursammah’s house at Nagavarum. I have reason however to think, this was somes
thing of a ruse, and that in fact, Lutchme Nursammah is not ill-disposed towards Soobbareddy ;
the latter wishes her to adopt his son Mungereddy, in hopes that he may thus, if he espouses
the young widow, fall into possession of the whole estate on Lutchme Nursammah's death.

6. After the attack on Boottayagoodem, Soobbareddy took up his quarters at Nagavarum,
he was joined, whether before or subsequent to the attack, is not clear, by Korla Soobhareddy,
another petty hill-chief, resident at Kopillee, who rents on favorable terms a few of the hill vil-
lages.

7. Subsequently the occurrence reported in my letter of the Ist Ultimo took place, Soon-
kara Swamy the party then carried off is the man alluded to above. The measures adopted un~
der the immediate superintendence of the Acting Joint Magistrate, within whose division of the
distriet the talook is situated, against the gangs, have already been reported.

8. The hill tracts in question are inhabited by men of the Reddy and Coya castes, who are
most of them quite at the call of these petty chiefs, and prepared to act according to their orders.
They are generally armed with either a match-lock or a bow and arrows, sometimes with both,
When a force is brought against them, they disperse and hide themselves in the thick jungle, in
which it is next to impossible to seize them, On the withdrawal of the party, they are ready to
re-assemble at the call of their leaders,

9. Recent experience has shewn that the employment of troops in the hill tracts ot this time
of the year at g1l events, is out of the question. The present season seems more than usually pesti-
lential, as many peonsand others belonging to that part of the country, and who are not ordina-
rily considered liable to suffer, have been laid prostrate by fever.
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10. I am not without hope that the bodies of Police peons now out against the marauders,

though they are much crippled by sickness, may be successful in surprizing them and seizing the
leaders. Meantime every measure in my power will be adopted to prevent further depredations
upon the villages below the hills.

11. I have 'already reported that rewards have, with the sanction of the Foujdary Udalut,
been offered for the apprehension of all the leaders. ‘

12. Adverting to the Extract from the Minutes of Consultation of the 4¢h Instant, T re-
gret that I have not yet been able to procure any intelligence on which I can depend in regard to
the man Soonkara Swamy, or discover what has become of - him, but every endeavour is being
made to this end, and I trust soon to gain intelligence of him.

(Signed) A. PURVIS,
Magistrate,

No. 39. ORDER THEREON, No. 1567 ; dated 1st December 1857.
To be recorded,

(Signed) T. PYCROEFT,
Chaef Secretary.

Exd. F, Cartledge.
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