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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 1st - December 1857.
No. 13. Read the following letter from Colonel J. C. BOULDERSON, Commissioner of Police. 4
(Here enter 19th October 1857, No. 142.%) g
No. 14. ORDER THEREON, No. 1554; dated 26th November 1857.
Colonel Boulderson forwards the Police report for 1856, in compliance with the orders of
Government contained in Extract Minutes Consultation, No. 386 of the 2nd April last. Twelve
tabular statements accompany the Commissioner’s letter. A report from the Coroner and a
“ Statement of Mortality” are also appended.
9. “There has been great delay in the submission of this report. For the last two months v
6) supervened ; and considerable difficulty, it is
¥i
7

of the year, the new system (Act XIIT of 185
Para, 14. stated, arose “ out of the division of labor” between the Police and Magisterial
authorities, ¢ which was not at first perfectly understood.”

3. As the new Police Act has repealed a number of confused “rules, ordinances and
regulations,” the Government expect that the statements for the present year will be propor- 5
tionally simplified. They think too, that except in cases where crimes present & very serious
Pata. 83. and unusual character, such as the Nungumbaukum gang robbery, the details
may be materially abridged if not omitted altogether. The copiousness with whir.'.h the Com-
missioner has entered into, the particulars of each charge has no doubt tended to delay the sub-

o

i

mission of his letter.
4. In para. 13 the Commissioner alludes to the continuance of pilfering from cargoes on
putting a stop to the practice “ until

the part of the boatmen, and observes that he despairs of
an efficient Marine Police 18 established, to watch and control the boatmen, while plying

between the beach and the ships in the roadstead.” The Government remark that the pro-
ject of organizing such a force has long been advocated by them and has now received, under
certain conditions, the approval of the Government of India. The whole of the correspondence
Ext. Min. Cons. No. 129, Was referred some months since to the Honorable Company’s Solicitor,

dated 31st March 1857.  ith instructions to prepare the draft of an Act on the subject. To
s not yet responded, but the Government trust he will shortly be ina

that call Mr. Boyson ha
position to do so. ‘

& Tn the meanwhile the Government do not find that the measure suggested by Mr. Elliot,

the late Snperintcndellt of Police, (vide report for 1855,) has been carried out : viz., * railing

generally placed for the purposes of exportation

off that portion of the beach on which cargo is ;
alled to this suggestion in Extract

and importation.” Colonel Boulderson's attention was @
Minutes Consultation No. 650, dated 18th June 1856, and he was requested to report onitafter

communication with the Collector of Sea Customs and the Marine Board. The Government :
understand that no small portion of the pilfering complained of takes place in the loading and

unloading of boats.

6. Para. 78 affordsan {llustration of the benefits of the Monegar Choultry. Wo less than
113 paupers in the last stage of destitution and 127 idiots were found during the past year in
the streets by the Police, and remitted to that Asylum.  The Government will bring these pro- !
¢ > ic e Governor General in C 5 /
Ext, Min, Cons. No. 1286, .t {429 143 A ir {

dated 1 (th Soptember 1857. ye_sub n for an extension of aid to the Chouliry.

7. Para. 79. ¢ Mortuary Returns.
position of Municipal Commissioner.
8. From the Coroner's report it appe

T ——

minent facts ice 0
mitting their applicatio
Colonel Boulderson will serutinize these returns in his {

: 1

ars, that the number of Inquests held during the year
1855.... & 1856, is nearly double that of those of the )'re-ar preceding. ‘ J){'. Urquhart attri-
1856......169 butes this increase mainly to the greater activity of the Police in bringing cases :
The Gove rnment would wish to have a comparative statement in future years of

such as the one appended to the Bombay Police report for 1856.

9. The Coroner reports that in eyery ¢as
st mortem examination W

people dm\\rM - ;
ST Selections from the Records of Government. - ;

+ published separately 88

to his notice.
Coroner's Inquests ;
e (with the exception of one or two Inguests on

as made by the Surgeon of the District. Dr.




»Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 1st December1857

Urquhart will be desired to consider whether this course is necessary. There must be nume-
rous cases where the immediate cause of deathis so palpable that a post mortem examination
cannot be reasonably called for ; where, for instance a man breaks his neck from a fall, is murdered
by or commit suicide with a knife or other external agent, is crushed in the falling in of a house
and the like. To call for a post mortem examination in such instances appears to be needlessly
throwing a very heavy amount of labor on Officers already laboriously engaged. * The body should
not be opened except in cases where the Coroner really deems strong suspicion of poi;onillg fo
exist, or when the cause of death could not be decisively ascertained unless the body was opened.

10. “Drowning in wells and tanks.” Fifty-three Inquests were held under this head.
Dr. Urguhart notes the generally ¢ insecure state of the Madras wells,” and suggests that all wells
should have parapets erected around them, and the owners be compelled to keep the same in pro-
per order. The Commissioner (para. 80) states that * the attention of the Municipal Board has
been directed to the subject, and as to the public wells, they have all been made sceure by the
erection of parapets at the expense of Government.” :

11. The Government remark that by Act XIV of 1856, Section LXXII, ¢all public
tanks, reservoirs, cisterns, wells,” &e., are vested in the Municipal Commissioners who are
bound to maintain them. The Government therefore can be at no further expense on that
score. In regard to other tanks and wells, however, the Commissioners have no authority except
(Section X.C) in the vicinity of streets. They have no power to call upon owners of wells situat-
ed in gardens and compounds to repair or enclose them, It should be ascertained theiefore from
the Coroner to what extent life might have been preserved during the past year had the autho-
rity of the Commissioners extended to such private tanks and wells. With this information be-
fore them, Government will be prepared to act in the matter.

12.  Colonel Boulderson will attend to what is said by Dr. Urquhart as to the dangerous
practice of young boys bathing in the surf.

13. The Coroner adverts finally to the prevalence of what he terms * Infanticide,” but
the Governmeat doubt whether he is correct in applying that designation to the whole of the
cases he mentions. It appears that sixteen bodies of infants and premature children were found
by the Police; some lying in drains and some in the public roads. Tuquest was held in six
cases only and even in these, decomposition had advanced so far as to render it impossible for the
Medical witness to arrive at any conclusion as to the cause of death. Many of these children
therefore may have been born dead or have died shortly after birth, and the object of placing the
bodies secretly in a drain, as suggested by the Coroner himself as attributable to the cxt;c.me
povertjf o.f the parents, may with more probability be ascribed to the children being the fruits of
an illicit intercourse. In some instances too, as may be gathered from the Coroner’s coicluding
remarks, the bodies have been carried off from cemeteries by Jackalls.

14.  Colonel Boulderson has added nothing himself to thé observations of the Coroner but
the subject is one deserving full investigation and enquiry on his part. ' :

15. - Resolved that the Commissioner’s report and its accompaniments be printed with the
foregoing remarks.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary,

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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