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No. 55. Read the following letter from C. F. CHAMIER, Esq., Acting Register to the Court
of Sudr Udalut; to E. MALTBY, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government,
dated 9th October 1857, No. 100,

SIR,

1. The Judges of the Sudr Udalut have directed me to forward, for the information of the
Government, the accompanying copy of an Extract from the Proceedings of the Sudr Udalut,
under date the 9th Instant, containing a detailed account of certain frauds committed in the Trea-
sury of the Combaconum Civil Court ; and, for the reasons given in those proceedings, to recom-
mend that the Collector of Tanjore may be instructed to place the sum of Rupees 8,370-9-5, to
the credit of the deposit account of the Civil Court; the disbursement to be made from the
amount of unclaimed deposits, which from time to time are carried to the credit of the Govern-
ment.

(Signed) C. F. CHAMIER,
Acting Register.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Sudr Udalut, under date the 9th October 1857.
Read letter dated 9th September 1857, from the Civil Judge of Combaconum.

1. The above is the final report of the Civil Judge on the subject of the deficiency found
to exist in the Treasury of the Civil Court of Combaconum.

9. The defalcation was first brought to the notice of the Sudr Udalut on the 4th July
1854, when the Acting Civil Judge mentioned that two sums, amounting in the aggregate to
about 1640 Rupees, for which the shroff admitted he was answerable, had been made good by
him. The shroff’s dismissal was recommended, and approved by the Sudr Udalut.

3. Further deficiencies were afterwards discovered, and the Judges of the Sudr Udalut
therefore, issued instructions to the Acting Civil Judge to select one or two items capable of
clear proof, and to direct the Magistrate to frame thereon a charge of embezzlement against the
shroff.

4., The shroff was accordingly tried, convicted, and sentenced to three years’ imprisonment
with hard labor, with the addition of a fine equal to the amount embezzled ; but he was subse-
quently released by the Foujdaree Udalut, after several references to the Session Judge, on the
ground that the evidence was of too vague a character to justify the defendant’s conviction.

5. Meanwhile endeavours were being made by the local officers to ascertain the extent of
the deficiency in the cash-chest : but the Sudr Udalut, finding that their labors in this respect
were not likely to tend to any satisfactory result, directed that further examination of the ac-
counts should be discontinued until the return of the Civil J udge, Mr. Beauchamp.

6. During these enquiries, however, it became evident that the Sheristadar of the
Civil and Session Court had culpably neglected his duties, and thus given cover to the frauds
committed by the shroff: the Judges, therefore, directed that he should be dismissed from the

public service.

%. The present report is submitted by Mr. Beauchamp, aftera careful adjustment of all the
different items of the Court accounts ; and the result shows that the sum of Rupees 10,405-4-5
has been embezzled, of which Rupees 2,034-11, had been paid into Court on account of the
Government ; Rupees 8,316-5, on account of private suitors, and Rupees 54-4-5, had not been

traced.

8. To enable him to meet the demands of individuals to the amount of Rupees 8,370-9-5,
the Civil Judge requests that the Collector may be authorized to place that sum to the credit of
the deposit account of the Civil and Session Court.

9. The Civil Judge dwells at some length on the blame-worthy conduct of the ministerial
servants of his Court in not bringing to the notice of his predecessors in office, such systematic
frauds, of which many of them must necessarily have been cognizant ; and he particularizes the
late Nazir, as guilty of “ grossly culpable remissness, caleulated to encourage the cash-keeper in
his fraudulent practices.”




Fort St. George, Judicial Consultatzon, 4thNovember1857

10. The Court of Sudr Udalut observe with re A%
gret, that the .

ted by the shroff must be considered as having arisen out’ of the op?;:tztr‘lietzgez?'mgegt E?mmlt-

orded him for

this purpose, by the omission of the presiding Judges to attend i
, 2 t i '
their guidance in the Circular Ordexf, Sudr Udalut, dated 15th D(::ct:rzbdt:; el(:St;;:l«ns i

11. - Of the entire amount not forthcoming, the sum of R 9
time of Mr. J. Prendergast, Rupees 1,485-11 in that of Mr. F. ﬁ??fiefi?l W1;5 L e
that of Mr. S. Scott, Rupees 70 in that of Mr. W. Fisher, Rupees 150 ; ;Peeﬂ i
and Rupees 80-8 in that of Mr. G.. H. Ellis. n that of Mr. J. Silver,

12. The accounts having now been thoroughly examined, and each it ;
bursement clearly ascertained, the Court of Sudr Udalut are of’ opinion tlll em of receipt and dis-
again put upon his trial and charged with breach of trust, in appropriati :t the : shroff might be
specific sums which he can be clearly proved to have received, and e }fls Eiy | UAD Oy
counts. : not entered in the public ac-

13. The.Court of Sudr gdalut resolve to direct the Civil Judge to ad
measures to this end; only taking care that none of the counts in the Zh'l.rﬂ' L
are framed upon acts of embezzlement, for which the shroff has already {)e:z Itl:;wd s Ee i
ed and acquitted,

14. In the opinion which the Civil Judge h
Kristna Row, now District Moonsiff of Titrapionz;,lei:lgtgft Z}flescsgdltl;s of the .late Nazir,
It was clearly his duty to have seen that all sums entered in processes e S entn:ely gkl
cution, and which had been reported to him as paid into Court by the entr'usted to him for exe-
but this he neglected to do.. He was further culpable in signing };Cco P:l‘tles, had been so paid ;
afterwards found to have been incorrect; it being incumbent uponul?irz ‘;‘:) cm:cl:e:‘t’}:vhic}l 4l
satisfy himself that

they were accurate before attesting them as such ; this ?
order of the 8th Fehruary 1851. b F18 A e erginead objesk of this'Civ 7 udge’s

15. The Court of Sudr Udalut can find nothin: isti
. g to distingui i
of the Sheristadar. They were held jointly responsible for exam{?:ilr?fh; z:l:l E azll:: E it
and both of them culpably neglected this duty, thus opening an ea:y waylfs fl‘ng ;_he e e
raud on the part

of the person entrusted with the care of
: the cash-chest. :
Kristna Row be also dismissed from the service. The Court accordingly direct ‘that

16. The only point which now remains t i
o be disposed of, is, as to } i
’t{e made .good. The (:Jourt of Sudr Udalut are of opinion that, a’s the :e lowlthe deﬁmency iy
?1me to time have presided over the Combaconum Court,‘ have failed . it
if duly followed, would effectually have prevented these fraud R i el
8, [

swerable for the fums en'lbezzled during their respective petiniia o;h?{}i' might justly be held an-
gentlemen have since quitted the country, the Court of Sudr Udal to CT 3 but as many of those
ut resolve

(i:lvingenttt’t;‘at tht;l éeﬁclex}cy be covered by transferring to the deposit to recommend to the
conu . ourt, from t e_ u.ncla.lmed deposits of that and other Courts E account of the Coimba-
to which extent the Civil Judge must be prepared to meet th » the sum of Rupees 8,370.9-5

e Ty

: demands of priv: e o o
(True Extract.) PrTaRendividuals,

(Signed) C. F. CHAMIER

o S st Acting Register,
0. 56. OwDER THEREON, No. 1527 ; dated 215t November 18
I. In theabovel - er 1857.
e ofﬁthclvec 'e:'tfe(;, the Court of Sudder Udalut bring to noti .
y ivil Court of Combaconum. TFrom their R f?ehcertam defalcations in
W of this case, it is
) observed,

that, at first, a deficiency of Rupees 1,640 was discovered in the cash ch
1 chest, which the Shroff

made good, and that subsequent]

: Y, on a careful adjustm :

counts, it was found that a further sum of Rupees JIO 40e5n;‘ o’f:u the different items of the ac-
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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 24th November 1857.

now District Moonsiff of Titrapoondy, for having, by a culpable neglect of their duty, given
cover to the fraud ; and, with a view to enable the Civil Judge to meet the demands of private
suitors, the Court recommend that the Collector should be authorized to place the sum of Ru-
pees 8,370-9-5 to the credit of the deposit account of the Civil and Sessions Court, the same
being disbursed from the uncloimed deposits from time to time carried to the credit of Govern-

ment.

2. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council concurs in opinion with the Court of
Sudder Udalut, that the omission of the presiding Judges to attend to the directions laid down
for their guidance in Circular Order 15th December 1834, has afforded opportunities to the Shroff
to commit the embezzlements ; and, in order to cheek such malversations, His Lordship in Coun-
cil considers, that Officers vested with the supervision of servants guilty of frauds, should be held
responsible for the acts of their subordinates. In this case, it appears that all the Judges of the
Civil Courts neglected the precautions prescribed for their observance, and they are therefore
justly liable for the amount embezzled. Of the entire sum not forthcoming the Sudder Udalut
state, that Rupees 200 were fraudulently appropriated in the time of Mr. T. Prendergast, Ru-
pees 1,485-11 in that of Mr. F. M. Lewin, Rupees 8,364-13 in that of Mz. S. Scott, Rupees 70
in that of Mr. W. Fisher, Rupees 150 in that of Mr. J. Silver, and Rupees 80-8 in that of Mr.
G. H.Ellis. Of these gentlemen, the first has just accepted an annuity, the two next have retired
from the service, and the three last are now in India. The Court of Sudder Udalut will call
upon Messrs. Silver, Fisher and Ellis for a refund of the sums to which they have respectively
become liable ; and the case of the other three Officers will be laid before the Honorable the
Court of Directors. Meanwhile the Sudder Udalut will explain what rules are observed in re-
gard to the retention of deposit monies in the Court Treasuries, and if the system be defective, in
what respect it may be amended, as also, what supervision is exercised on their part to ensure
due conformity with their Circular Order of 15th December 1834.

3. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council authorizes the Collector of Tanjore to
place the sum of Rupees (8,370-9-5) eight thousand, three hundred and seventy, Annas nine and
Pice five, to the credit of the Civil and Session Court of Combaconum, the same being disbursed

from the unclaimed deposits carried to the credit of Government.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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