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November 1857

No. 19. From C. BEADON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India; to H. FORBES,
Esq., Acting Secrecary to Government, Fort St, George, dated Fort William, the 15th

_ October 1857, No. 1698.
SIR,

Home Department.

In continuation of my letter, No, 1619, dated the 30th Ultimo, I am

directed to forward for the information of the Government of Fort St. George, copy of a corres-
pondence with the Government of Bengal, on the subject of the Arms Act.

~e

2. The Governor General in Council desires me to request that the provisions of Sections

XII to XXIII inclusive, and of Section XXXVI, may be broughtat once into operation

throughout the Presidency of Madras.

3. T am also directed to request that the Right Honorable the Governor in Council will

favor the Government of India with his views as to any further steps which

give effect to the Act in the Madras Presidency.
(Signed)

should be taken to

CECIL BEADON,

Secretary to the Govt. of India.

From A. R. YOUNG, Esq.,
Secretary to the Government of India,

September 1857, No. 1803.
Judicial- SIR,

The Act relaving to the importation,

Secretary to the Government of Bengal ; to C. BEADON, Esq.,
Home Department, dated Fort Willam, the 23rd

manufacture and sale of Arms and Ammunition,

and for regulating the right to keep or use the same having been passed into Law, and promul-
gated on the 12th Instant, it is necessary to consider the proper method of carrying it into effect,
and this appears to the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal to be of sufficient importance, to warrant
him, in submitting his views to the Government of India for such instruction and correction, as

may appear necessary.

2. Subject to the approval of the Government of India, the Lieutenant Governor proposes

No. 1. That the percussion caps and ammunition shall be stored slone in 2 receptacle,
which shall not be made of any inflammable material,

No. 2. That such receptacle for percussion eaps and smmunition shall not be opened, or the
contents be taken therefrom, while auny fire or artificial light, is within the place or roomin
which such perenssion caps and ammunition, are stoved.

No. 3, That the building in which the said arms, percussion caps and ammunition are stored
shall 1 ot be construtted of grass, leaves. mats, or other such inflammable materials.

No. 4, That the percussion eaps and ammunition when moved from one place to another,
shall be placed in a box alone, and no fire or artificial light shall accompany the party or
parties so conveying it

No. 5. Thut the book to be kept under Section IX, shall be in the form* to be furnish-

ed by the licenser.
No. 6. Each arm or packet of ammunition and percussion caps shall have its own number

in the stock books.
* Form or Book.
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to put into force, on,
and after the 1st Octo-
ber next, within all the
territory subject to his
authority, the last thir-
ty Sections of the Act,
from Section VII to
Section XXX VI both
included.

3. He proposes
to constitute the Com-
missioner of Police,
in Calcutta, licensing,
Officer for Calcutta,
under Section VIII,
the licenses to be sub-
ject to the conditions
noted in the margin.

4, He proposes under Section XV, to prohibit the transport in any direction, by any per-

son or persons not acting on behalf of Government, of Arms, Ammunition, Military
except towards Calcutta, for sale

being made subject to exception in favor
officer empowered to grant licences

Sulphur, and the transport by any such persons of Saltpetre,
or storage or shipment there; the above prohibitions
of persons licensed to transport by any such articles by any
under Section VIIL -

stores and
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5. With respect to the issue of orders regarding the sale or possession of Sulpl
der Sections X VIII to XXII inclusive, the Lieutenant Governor proposes to guide E'mr’l un-
such information as he may receive in reply to a call made on the Executive Officersi imgelf by
and the Mofussil. cersin Calcutta

6. Regarding the method of enforcing the earlier Sections of the Act, the Li
Governor is desirous of soliciting particular instructions. . leutenant
7. These Sections of the Act seem not intended or expected to be at once put in for
all the territories subject to the British Indian Government, or even apparem]I; Al Olcelover
any large

portion of them ; but “in any district or place,” in which it shall seem to the Executive G
ment requisite to enforce their provisions. IR SR

8. This precautionary form was doubtless adopted because of the unavoidable irk
and serious liability, to penalty, with which, the provisions of the Sections in question e
sarily affect all persons subject to them. R e

9. Tor all persons in districts and places to which these sections may be extended
give notice in writing within one week of the promulgation of the order, of all armsen ; ,l 4%
deadly weapons named in the order as may be in their possession or in their premis A all such
session of servants or retainers, and this may include the universal lathee of the Belzsl in t.he pos-
and will certainly include the all but universal fulwar, and the order ma d Ty dlStrlc.ts,
concern districts where very few persons can read and write. %%~ probably will,

10. A further written notice must also be given in case any such arms should, sub
ly to the first notice, come into a person’s possession, or into the possession of an ;fs}I:. ok g
or retainers, and any wilful neglect to give these notices, is to be punishable b i fi 2 Serva.nts
to 500 Rupees. Y a fine extending

11. It is needless to remark that this, like all penal lawsin this country, will b
advantage of by enemies and informers to oppress and annoy for evil purposes ¥, will be taken

12. Further, in all districts, to which these Sections may be extended, an ;
armed may be stopped by ¢ any Magistrate, Deputy Magistrate, or Assistant’to ay Lﬁef‘on e
by any European Commissioned Officer in the service of Her Majesty, or of the Eastafl(sﬁmte’ o,
pany, or by any Member of a Volunteer Corps, enrolled by authority of Governme 11:l 1'?‘ .COm-
duty, or by any Police Officer;” and may be called in question touching his right t B
in the district, on a journey or otherwise, and may be put to his ¢ reas:nable = roO(;-f arfry e
tion from the provisions of the law, if he be exempted, or must produce a licezse 0 W
from a Magistrate or other Officer authorized to grant licenses to go armed, and f:\'l?ertlﬁcate
may be disarmed by the Police Officer, or other functionary as above describe,d. R

13. All this, it is clear, may be the occasion of much hindrance and vexation, and
unavoidably sometimes so operate, as to inflict offence or degradation, or whz;t will "ﬂn e
seem oftence or degradation, to some of the persons concerned; besides that, it can ﬁeaz;)nab].y
to be used, more or less in many cases, as an engine of extortion. : e

14. So that it would be reasonable to suppose before hand, what appears to be the
of the Legislature, namely, that the provisions of the Sections in question, ought not fc:l LPOS:
general and universal application, but should be enforced only at particular t{i>mes and pl 5
upon special cause then and there apprehended, or having arisen. al

- : : s : :
15. This special cause, it is obvious, could only be the occurrence or expectation of insur

rection, and the consequent evil use of arms, to the detriment of the public peace. And on such
occasion, calling for the enforcement of these necessarily irksome and troublesome and possibl
offensive provisions, it would seem—so the Lieutenant Governor has come to look upon it—as 1);'
this irksomeness and possible degradation and offence ought not to be imposed indiscriminatel
upon all, whether good subjects, or bad, but only upon the bad, or those likely to turn ou{
bad subjects, upon an opportunity offering. :

16. To this it may be answered that it is impossible to say with certainty, or even strong
probability, before hand, who wiil, in the case apprehended, prove themselves to be good, ana
who, bad, subjects; and that all must therefore be subjected to an inconvenience, which, if it
prevent and tend to subdue insurrection, must in the end prove beneficial to the good by coun~

----- DS e SR T L LR TR R e e i atheriteiiants ik i o S PSR S oo S e e e s T A e

teracting the aims of the bad. And this, no doubt, the Lieutenant Governor must admit, is true,
so far as it applies, that is to say, so far as the impossibility or strong incertitude of discrimina-
tion between the well disposed anl evil disposed, may really exist.

17. But in the present circumstances of the country, there may be some broad obvious
distinctions of classes, as to the discrimination of which no real difficulty could possibly exist ;
and this, it appears to the Lieutenant Governor, is the case with the class of European British
subjects, and the descendants of such subjects commonly called East Indians, or Eurasians, and
Buropean Foreigners, of whom it is certain that they will be found, in case of such insurrection
as has unhappily occurred in parts of the British Indian Territory on the side of order and not
of rebellion, and carrying arms for self defence and the repression of outrage, and not on.the side
of treason, and as these classes can easily be described, and every person belonging to them must
carry in his visage and outward appearance, reasonable proof of the qualifications which cause his
exemption, it would seem, as the Lieutenant Governor desires respectfully to submit, that no
argument can be raised by which to justify the omission to exempt them in case of the extension
of the Sections in question to any district or place. For the grievances occasioned by the Law
however slight they may be, are, the Lieutenant Governor would submit, pure evil except so
far as they may be necessarily imposed for the sake of the public good; and in the case of these
classes, who cannot be insurrectionary in the present instance, but, on the contrary, are always
the objects of murderous attack, by rebels and mutineers, and who may always be easily distin-
guished from any other classes, it appears in no way necessary for the public good to impose upon
them (whatever may be the necessity in the case of others,) any of the grievances belonging to the
Law in question; but on the contrary, it would rather seem for the benefit of peace and good
order, and the prevention or repression of outrage and rebellion, that these classes, capable of
such easy distinction, should be always exempt from any irksomeness or grievance in carrying
arms, and rather encouraged so to do, than the contrary.

18. For these reasons I am directed to submit the intention of the Lieutenant Governor,
in case he should have occasion to put in force in any district or place, the provision of Sections I
to VI inclusive of the Act in question, invariably, under the power given him by Section VI to
except ““ European British subjects and persons commonly known as East Indians, or Eurasiasn
and European Foreigners,” unless he shall be otherwise instructed by the Right Hon’ble the
Governor Geenoral in Council.

19. Undoubtedly, I am directed to add, there may be other persons and classes whom it
will be proper to exempt from the operation of the Sections in question, such as Zemindars like
the Rajahs of Bettia and Hutwa, and Surackhela and Ramghur, and Raja Jye Mungul Singh,
and the incumbent of Sasseram Shah Kubeerudeen, and also their retainers and followers, and
many other such loyal and well disposed persons of various degrees, who have, in different parts
of the country, vied with our own countrymen in courage and good faith and in exertions for
the support of the Government. Some of these will obviously come to mind in case the Sections
should be extended to their parts of the country, and others will be suggested by the local
authorities, to whom the Lieutenant Governor proposes to make a reference for that purpose.

90. In order to prevent any vexation or difficulty arising out of that Section which re-
quires persons, not having other reasonable proof” of exemption, to produce a certificate of
exemption from a Magistrate or other authorized Officer, the Lieutenant Governor proposes, to
supply the Local Officers with printed forms of such certificates, and to direct them to furnish
one, free of all cost and without awaiting application for it, to every exempted person, not of
the class of European British subject, or European Foreigner, or Eurasian. These classes will
not need certificates, their appearance being always “yeasonable proof.”

2]. Submitting then these observations upon the Law and the manner of enforcing it,
the Lieutenant Governor will await the directions of the Right Hon'ble the Governor General
in Council, and be prepared to act as he may be instructed.

(Signed) A. R. YOUNG,
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal.
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From C, BEADON, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India ; to A, R. YOUNG, E
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated the 15th October 1857, No 2;00, T

SIR,

Home Department I am directed to acknowled i

: ’ ge the receipt of your lett
‘.the 23rd ultimo, in which the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal subrzlits his v?:’ SR Cathl
in which Act No. XX VIII of 1857, (the Arms Act) shall be carried out.

2. His Honor proposes at once to bring into for . i
VII to XXXVI inclusive. To this, I am gesired t: Z;)};,e i;setr: (i)ssecuons s oy
Jection. Sections VII to XI inclusive have already been put in,
conveyed in my letter, No. 1987, dated the 30th ultimo.

3. His Honor proposes certain conditions in which, under Section
facture and deal in arms and ammunition, including percussion ca
intends to constitute the Commissioner of Police licensing Oﬁ‘icerps,
Town of Calcutta. The conditions are perhaps more minute than ’i
apparently more for conservancy purposes, than with any view to
one of the conditions, the sale of any ammunition after sunset
the dark, is practically prohibited, a precaution which does not’
in Council to be required. Moreover it is the opinion of His
for the manufacture of percussion caps and gunpowder
Government. :

WS, as to the mode

for the most part, no ob-
force under the instructions

VIII, licenses to manu-
are to be granted, and he
under that Szction, for the
S necessary, and are framed
the objects of the Act, By
unless the dealing takes place in
appear to the Governor General
Lordship in Council that licenses
should not be granted, except by th;

4., The ]:_‘ieutenant Governor proposes under Section XYV to prohibit :
from transporting arms, ammunition, military stores and sulphur, in an dl an}" e L=con
half of Government, and from transporting saltpetre, except to;v ards}(r,‘ ]ll‘ectxon, except on be_
al.so proposes that the Officers who give licenses, under Section VIII hallcutta e
give licenses under Section XV. To this there is no objection. P e i 2

5. Before extending the provisions of Secti
ection XXVI to th :
rected to request that the Lieutenant Goveinor will name a day aftir I\::Yel: P.rOVmces, L
that the possession of cannon shall become unlawful. There i
desirable to have the means of enforcing this Section at once

onor proposes
are places near to which it will be

6. The Licutenant Governor asks instructions as to th
C(Tuncil desires to give effect to the opening Sections of the
His Honor co.nsiders that these Sections should be enforced only at : :
and upon special cause, such as the occurrence or expectation of )i’nsurxr)art'lcular tlmes- and places
.G'rovernor General in Council agrees. It will be better that these cl-‘usem(]m. e view, the
n.lto permaner.  operation ; and if they are put in force in times of e:n N brought
tions can t’r}en be made as the nature of the crisis may suggest Bute;'{g-ency only, such excep-
does not think it advisable that any local Government should lz; d % Lordship in Council
ropean British subjects, should invariably” be exempted. g oo class, even Eu-

e way in which His Lordship in
Act, Sections I to VIinclusive,

el St S
(f ecretary to the Government o ;
of India.

(True copies)

(Signed) C. BEADON,
Secretary to Government of India,

———

No. 20. From Colonel J. C. BOULDERSON, Commissioner of Police; to E. MALTBY

Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to G ;
1857, No. 12-8 : y to Government, Fort St. George, dated 30th October

SIR,

I have the honor to acknowled i i
ge the receipt of the Circular No. 1366, d
: : ¢ § , dated the 19th T
a.nd with refer(::ncf: Ito V.Vthh, I beg to state that I am decidedly of opinion, that under St
(clu.-cufnst.ance:s, it is de.sxrable to “call for a Registry of Arms,” and oﬁ'ensiv,e weapons cfpresent
escription, in possession of all persons residing within the local limits of this Presidency t:‘)"el‘y
wI ;

Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 24th November 1857.
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and with this view, and in accordance with the desire of Government, I would suggest the fol-

lowing arrangements for giving effect to that object. .

First.—The publication of a notice in the Official Gazette that, under the provisions of
Section T of Act XXVIII of 1857, the Registry will be made at the office of the Commissioner

of Police.
Second.—The appointment of certain days, in which the Registry in each of the seven Police

Divisions will be made.
Third.—The publication of a notice of the days appointed, in the Official Gazette, and in

the several European and Vernacular newspapers at the Presidency; and also proclaiming the
same by beat of tom-tom ; and drawing particular attention to the penal consequences of neg-
lecting to register. \

Fourth.—The appointment of an efficient and intelligent Clerk to the office of the Commis-
sioner of Police, for the purpose of keeping the necessary Register ; and attending to all matters
of this branch of the department, under the orders of the Commissioner ; salary Rupees fifty per
month.

The following I submit as the form of Certificate to be delivered, if required, under Section
111 of the Act,

No. Page of Register.

I. A. B., Commissioner of Police, for the town of Madras, do hereby certify, under Section
111 of Act XXVIII, that C. D., merchant, residing at Kilpauk, has, under date the 10th Novem-
ber 1857, given at this office, the notice required by Section I, of the above recited Act, of the
number and description of Arms at present in his possession, viz.,

One Revolver.
One Musket.
&c. | e &
} A. B.

Madras, Police Commissioner’s Office,
Commissioner of Police.

11th November 1857.
The Register of Arms ought to be alphabetical, to facilitate reference, and I would propese
that it be in the form here submitted.
Register of Arms, offensive weapons and ammunition in possession of parties residing within the
local limits of the Presidency.

5 Occupa- No. and des-
’g Names. ti(ﬁl_ or I_Eslﬁlc:nz: ctiptiou of RE;:;;_ Date of Certificate.
- calling. TIS.

(Signed) J. C. BOULDERSON,
Commissioner of Police.

No. 21. From Captain J. G. RUSSELL,Officiating Agent to the Governor of Fort St. George,
at Kurhool ; to E. MALTBY, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated 29th October 1857, No. 28.

SIR,

With reference to your Circular, No. 1366 of the 19th Instant, I have the honor to inform
you that T consider it desirable to call for a Registry of Arms in the whole district, instead of in
particular towns or places only, and that Sections Ito VI of Act XXVIII of 1857, may be
brought into operation, by giving a specific notice throughout the district, calling upon parties to
have their Avms ot all kinds registered within a certain time, (say 3 months) or subject to the
penalty laid down in the provisions in question.
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2. Being thus impressed with the absolute necessity of
* 7th April 1857, I had, as a local measure of safety to t

Police to open a Register and to recommend for permits to we
trusted, confiscating the Arms of all parties concerned in any

disarming al] ¢,
he publie, directed*
ar Arms only thoge
crime.

3. To comply with the provisions of Section XXVTI of the Act in

that not less than 30 days’ time may be sufficient, but I am not aware

howitzer or mortar of any description in this district.

(Signed) JOHN G, RUSSELL, Capt
Officiating Agent to the

ain,
Governor,

No. 22. From J. SILVER, Esq., Magistrate of Tinnevelly;
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
SiIg,

In reply to your Circular letter in the Judicial Department, No., 1366, enquiring whether in
my opinion, it is desirable to call for a Registry of Arms in the whole of my district, op an
particular towns or places only, I have the honor to inform you, that I do not consider it neces}:
sary at present, to bring Sections I to VI of Act No. XXVII of 1857, into operation in
Tinnevelly.

2. There are numerous Zemindars in this district,

possess a few guns and match-locks, and spears,
kept for purposes of hunting. The Zemindars generally are quiet and
duct having undergone a great change for the better in this respect, fr

years. It is seldom that any serious affray is heard of, in which the
Zemindars are concerned.

to E. MALTBY,
dated 6th November 1

who each of the

m and theiy dependants,
but these weapons are ch

iefly, if not altogether,
well disposed, thejr con-
om what it was i former
dependants of any of the

3. Should Isee reason afterwards, to consider

the Act in question should be brought into operatio
my sentiments to the Government,

4. As regards Section XX VI of the Act, I do not
any one in the district, a piece of Ordnance worth the na

that the provisions of Se

1t the ctions I to VI of
n 1In Tinnevelly, T wijl

duly communicate

believe that there is in th

€ possession of
me of a cannon,

(Signed) J. SILVER,
Magistrate.

No. 23. From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar ; to B, MALTBY, Esq.

Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St, George, dated Calicut, 31st October
1857, No. 161.

SIR,

With reference to your letter, dated 19th October 1857, T beg to st

it highly expedient that the Registry of Arms required by Act XXVIII of 1857, should extend
over the whole district of Malabar,

and be put in force with as little delay as possible,
0

2. In Malabar, the Registry of Armsin the country is of more importance than in the towns,

The latter are occupied by trading classes who are, and always have been, well affected.
country, the population, Hindoo and Mopla, is of a formidable character.

country naturally very inaccessible, where houses are of considerable streng
earthen walls,

ate, that I consider

In the
It is scattered over a
th, enclosed by high

3. With reference to Section VI, Clause 4 of
country. Tt is most desirable to restrict the n
people, to what is necessary for ordinary purp
tracy should have an idea of the number an

people, as well in the little forts and strongh
dinary ryot.

the Act, I propose to except no class in the
umber of offensive Weapons distributed among the
oses of defence in times of peace ; and the Magis-
d nature of the weapons in the possession of the
olds of the Rajah, asin the smaller huts of the or-

<Soinse

ngerous classes,
the heads of
who could he

question, T am of opinion
of there being a cannon,

ESq., Actil]g
857, No. 381,
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R

4. A law for the Registry of Arms is thoroughly understood in 1\Ial‘abart b‘y g}eoziof‘lje;
: in the strictest operation during the first quarter .of a’ century. : ;
s l'n t) abandoned. We have now an opportunity of reviving t af: mos
g it h’t“e e?tI;l the assent, as to its expediency, of every reaso?able native in t]llle
e 'Elxec::g;‘l){,i:): lin Bengal gives us, as all feel, a right to exact this gunarantee of the
country. e
g isi ropose to address a Circular to the Rajahs
% I'n ca}'rYil'lg' e thetlt)il;?wziftntgi tpll(:)::scif)’ni (I))f tge Act with a few words of explanation
. Pfin.ClPal mhablta“t's, s(tahemg’co make returns (a printed form will be.served on eac}} of them)
v sk 'am‘l . l'e“lufre hort period® of all weapons in their possession. ; The ordlzmry.r ryot
i Wlfbm b ce“.a“]‘ ::tiog to make a return of his weapons to the Adighary .of l.us village.
‘j:“ b? Zequll:si 10381131;: Zpened i’n each talook for the registry of Arms of all descriptions.
register mus

3 W ons I[()H (l he. S e elore e v

wrer’s hands. ossible, I would
55 i 4w to expedition and system and to spare the people as far asp il X
7. With a view to exp : propose the appointment, as soon as a 2
Estimate. ; S . ses 1 Gomasta
16 Goomastahs for 3 months at 103 Rupees per mg£ 5%: turns have come in, of an 1t1neratn(ligt the dif:
; : oceed to >
16 Subordinates do do at 5 Rupeeseach ditto  240. 1 o0l talook, who should proc

Rupees 744 ferent districts with the necessary a.sms‘tant gron
amp ev i ithout necessitating atten-

ith,) and there examine, register and stamp every species of ;eaporsl ,7v4v;

: ) . . %
ilmlce’ at the talook office. 1 beg sanction for the sum, viz., upe.e. e T

an ' : 2

i th the provisions
d be given for complying wi |
8. One month shoul

ACF' (Signed) W. ROBINSON,
Acting Magistrate.

inopoly; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief

) o] f Tl‘iCh .
No. 24. TFrom J. BIRD, Esq., Magistrate o ated 13th November 1857, No. 141,

Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, d

SIR,
Para. 1. I have the honor to

; . h
date the 19th Ultimo, requesting opinion othK
Arms under certain portions of Act X2

i y . No. 1366, of
< eipt of your Circular letter., .
aCLnOWIedgee;;cedgency or otherwise for calling for a regis-

VIII of 1857, in the whole of this district, or in
try of |
i nly. o .
g (')r Plz:assib;ect my'careful consideration, and I am of opinion, there is nothing
2. I have given

ing i first
i 'y the putting in force of the
iti ial state of this Province to make necessary the pu : by
in the pcghtwal o}xl‘ S(X::li;tdtse:tioﬂ- The people of this town of Tnchmfc‘)lioﬁlyl :::allf;n :ir; tyothat’
six Sect.lOﬂ? Oflf- Ef behave(il so loyally and well during the past months o ;11 &
‘IVIllc:le ﬁislt)mt(;rr;‘:o see them called on for a registry of Arms, or required to
I should be s

dicating a distrust of them on our part,

* Fire Arms 590, Pistols 129, Bayonets 249, Swords 1002,
Spears 621, Spear heads 39, Daggers 382.

proximatively the number of Arms sup
Province. The amount is not great w |
SR i i districts where

hundq're As regards Section XX VT, it seems quite inapplicable to tthe t;:u:l(l);li!; S
h m;mufacture or use of cannon, howitzer or m.ortar are unknowrtxi oged : Ethe S e
the I give no opinion. The Section says, if no time be mentio s o e R
sequen:;, fne week after the publication of such order in any-tihstnc = isnt

o i i i . This seems time sufficient. :

icense,
manufacture or use such Ams without a (Siah. 7 Bty
Magistrate.

3. I exhibit in the margin® a return I
have obtained from the s,ever-al talooks, shew:}lg
posed to be possessed by the in'habltants of tt;tllzne; 1}1':
hen distributed among a population of more gh
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No. 25. T c = ; L e
(0. 25. From T.'J. I&‘N‘O}x, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Masulipatam; to E. ) TRV
Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George : BEALLEY,

av

1857, No: 434 dated 3lst October

SIr,

19th October 1857. Pa_ra. 1. In reply to your Circular, No. 1366 I hav
report as follows. e e oo

2. I unders inion i i
; understand : : . e
2 my opinion is required as to the policy of introducing certain ;
8 tain portions of

Act XX VIII of 1857, generally or partially into this district. I will confine myself theref:
4 nerefore to

thes? points, remarkin.g however that I would have advocated the propriet :
Sections I to VI of this Act, to any part of this district bl introducing

3. However, as the question is now put tome, I beg to reply that Id

sary to extend t!1ese Sections to the whole district. Thepinhabil;)ntsmf hc‘o 4

very a.wkward with, and unused to fire arms, which are, I believe th: : 9‘39 i

by this Act, and the parties who keep fire arms are well known ‘bein a;‘;‘}k‘?hleﬂy s

Mokhassa peons who are by the tenure of the land, required to h;ve mag; h ]1 I i

ha.ngers‘on in each Zemindar’s retinue, and the scarcity of sulphur wl Ll R o

tained, is, I believe, a sufficient check upon these parties far more tl e NG i

cussion caps, for I do not believe there is a percussion gun in the dlan t'he

ment officers, and perhaps as a curiosity with 2 or 3 of the richer Zel;tx:g:
T

think it is neces-
parts are generally

restrictions as to per-

save among Govern-
4. I therefore propose to include &
c only the towns of Masuli
. . . - . - . ull i g
Act, for if evil is hatching in this distriet, it will be in them P amd R Rigar-fiis

5 SN . s
e 1 A e R B e e
; ertificate, of which I would retain a dupl; » to produce them
weapon and the private marks on it, by which at any time he could id ¢ 1.1P lcate., de:
the case of a proprietor or Zemindar, I would allow him a certific (t Kfc-nuf).r as }11'3
the names of his retainers entitled to use them ; in fact, I conside : le : h}s. shias
ple «:md easy to be enforced, of course a man travelling with hj 5 t.‘e provisions of t
certificate with him to satisfy the Magistrate of the next d{stri::st registered ar

- 6 I would arrange this in Masulipatam in November, and
circuit there in December. ;

scribing the
own, and in
stock with
he Act sim-
ms must carry his

do the same for Ellore when on

ey s for Secti V :
As for Section XX VI, I feel sure there is no howitzer or mortar in the dj
1strict,

not know of any cannon, though it is probable that some of the ancient Zemind
{ emindz

I do
gun used perhaps on state occasions for salutes, ars have an old

and dangerous onl
; £ y to the man who fires i
- 1 r
8. The time necessary to be allowed, is of no moment, for I am sure 4 Ij e
1c

to any body having such articles in their possession. ense may be given

(Signed) T. J. KNOX,
Acting Magistrate,

No. 26. From G. N. TAYLOR, E i
. N. OR, Usq., Acting Magistrate of South A ;
MALTBY, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to (J‘rovernmentu R L
28th October 1857, No. 306, ,

SIR,

:p y y 1 let‘el N . al 19 1| I 1St ) ¢ I 14V th l
l][ re ] t() our Cllcu ar 3 (0] ]360, d ed L ave € nhon t t t l

I an ) l' or to sta o tlat
lf Xt be dEtEIanIAed to e.’(telld the [)X()HS]OHS Of Se(,tlons I to ~

g I of Act XXV £ 185
call for a registry of: Arms, throughout this Presidency generally 'Icam i&\t li‘l' Of‘. 1'807, ccA
portion of this district, ought to be exempted from the operations ;f ‘the Agt R ey

2. My recent arrival in the district, does not enal
but I am informed that on more than one occasion
“ )

has occurred, and i
et Weap;ns iz:lc?n:lde;':':lble amount of property been plundered by the unlawful
e ,1 caste disputes, I am also given to understand that numero A .
gars and other turbulent characters among tne cultivators and inhabit ; ui, I;enswned
§ abitants o tlejungly

tracts in particular, notorious! i
_ y furnish arms to professi
i professional robbers for purposes of plunder and

Fort Saint George, dated

1

: l.fa me to speak from personal observation
- o s 3 g
within the last few years, serious loss of life

-t

-

Fortst George: Judicial Consultation, 24th November 1857.

political events, it would seem that the proposed
registration of arms is a desirable measure, viewed only with respect to the ordinary preservation
of the peace of the Province. The Joint Magistrate is however of opinion, that the call for a
registry of arms in possession of private individuals, is unnecessary, and would create an alarm
in the minds of the people, which does not now exist. But it seems to me that no well:disposed
person can reasonably object to give notice to the Magistrate, of the arms in his possession, pro-
vided he is not subjected to loss and inconvenience by unnecessary detention from his business
or his home. Certificates are in fact now granted annually at the Jummahbundy, to Shikarries and
others who apply for permission to use fire arms for the destruction of tigers and other beasts
Under the Act, this practice will be extended, and will receive the sanction of the Law.
arrying out the provisions of Sections I to VI

3 Without reference therefore to recent

of prey.
4. The arrangements I would propose for ¢
of the Act, are the following.

5. The greatest possible publicity should, in the first instance, be given to the order of Go-

vernment extending the provisions of these Sections to the entire district. Printed translations
of the order and of the Sections should be furnished to Tahsildars and their subordinates down to
the talook officer in charge of every circle of villages. It will be the duty of the latter officer
to malke the contents of the order known to all the Munsiffs within his range, who in their turn
will publish it in their respective villages. A copy should be sent to every Zemindar, Poligar
or independent landholder, and it should also be published in the District Gazette for general

information. :

6. A period of six weeks after publication of the order of Government, in each town or
village, might be allowed as the limit within which the written notices specified in Section I
should be given to the Magistrate. It will not be necessary for each party to present the nogice
in person, but for the convenience of applicants in all parts of the district, Registers should be
opened in the offices of the Magistrate, the Joint and Head Assistant Magistrates.

7. Certificates might be given to those who require them on their application either in
person or by Vakeel, but only after the Magistrate has satisfied himself, by reference if necessary,
to the talook Police officers, that the applicant can safely be left with arms in his possession,
1o detention shouldin any case be allowed to occur ; the registry can be made at once on pre-
sentation of the notice, and the applicant permitted to return to his village, whither the required
certificate can be subsequently transmitted for delivery to him, in case the Magistrate should
hesitate to grant it at once.

8. The above are all the precautions that occur to me as necessary in bringing these
Sections into operation. It is probable that the Registry will be very imperfect, and the order
not strietly attended to within the prescribed period, but I think there can be no doubt that the
registry, so far at it may be expected to go, will considerably strengthen the hands of the
Magistracy.

9. With regard to the questions asked in the 2nd para. of your letter, I am disposed to
¢hink that six weeks after publication of the order of Government, will be sufficient time to
allow for complying with the provisions of Section 26 of the Act. I am led to believe that there
are very few cannon of any description in the district.

(Signed) G. N. TAYLOR,
Acting Magistrate.

No. 27. From E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore ; to E. MALTBY, Esq.,
Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated 3rd November 1857,
No. 65.
SIR,

1. T have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Circular No. 1366, in the Judicial Depart-
ment, with reference to putting in force Sections I, 1L, 111,1V,V, VIand XXVI of Act XXVIII
Of 1857- )

9. T consider that it would be highly desirable to call fora general registry of arms,
throughout the whole district. ~There is no hardship inflicted on individuals, in requiring them



~~~~~~ R MMM s baapt by it et v

Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 24t) November.1857,

e

- emisdion o el their arms, whereas the registration w.ill afford a mass og us'eful in-
i ities as to the general distribution of arms throughout the distriet, and
formation to the authorlt'leslﬁ_l‘, provided themselves with them, at the same time that it wil] b
s 'dasses WhC}Z hcdl':’i Izzl;xt;:l:;heir:' recent accumulation for purposes hostile to the peace of society,
5 Wuzlcs?;;feLuriangjnents which I would suggest fo‘r carrying out .the p}'()\=isi011s of .the Act

e S eneral Register at the Huzoor Cuteherry, of which I should publish a no-
teaiie e a(}g ette, and direct Tahsildars, Ameens and others to make the order gene-
Yen Dlsm?'t t:azns tl;r‘ouwhout the district, might, in the first case, be made to the respective
fauy .l‘ﬂm“"l?:‘ aff]l; fj‘ol:ks who awould refer to head quarters, forwarding a Jist of the applicants,
f;?ll:tfdf?:\: 1t the ;ame ti,me what is known of their general character, g N

£8 vould then, upon this report, or on the result of other enquiries, re.mau} with .the

'4" - ‘ Ou' t or ivithho]d the license. I would allow one month to al] partics for sending
:il\vi[ atil:t“\?pt'?c{ftl:::;s, veckoning from the'date. of the .I_)istrict Ga?ette publication, »nd I would
aiso 11,{ the same period for complying with the provisions of Section XX V], ‘

(Signed) E, B. THOMAS,
~ Magistrate,

———

No. 28 - OrbER THEREON, No, 1507 i dated 19th November 1857,
o Ordered that the following letter be despatch_ed._

No. 29 Frc;m T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Fopt Saint George ;
0. Py "

to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Departmergdated the 19th Novem.
ber 1857, No. 1508.

SIR,

_;;,‘an directed by the Right Honorable the Gove.rnor in Couneil to
of yom- letter of the 15th Ultimo, No. 1698, forwardmg cop : e
il Government on the subject of the ArmsA Act, and requesting that the Provisiong of
?’UI to XXIII inclusive, may be brought at once into operation throughout the Presidency of
Mitrss,” #his Government are also invited to favor the Government of India with thej, views as
to any further steps which should be taken to give effect to the Act in the Madras Prc:;idoncy_

%9 In reply, I am instructed to state that, on receipt of your previous letter of 39th Sep-
tember last No. 1619, the whole Act excepting Se

ctions I to VI ang Section X X V] was de-
clared to be'in force within the Territories subjeet to the Governf

enclose for the information of the Supre
1857, recorded upon the occasion. In reference to the remai
lating to the registry of Arms, the Magistrates were .
whether it was desirable to call for 4 registry of Armg
Towns or places only, and to describe the arrangements which the
Sections [—VIof the Act into operation.
complying with the provisions of Section XXVI when broy
been receivad from several Magistrates, Some deem the enf
Distriets under their éharge unnecessary, but the majority would carry them oyt
respective jurisdietions generally or partially,

3. I amnow directed to state, that this Government would Propose with the synet; onof the
Government of India to enforce registry of Arms at onec threughont the Town of Madras. Asg
réga'rds the Provinces, they would desire to exercise their discretion iy carrying out the registry
in thosz Districts and at those times in and at which it g xpedient to introdiice
the measure. They would enforce the provisions of Section XXVI at

acknowledge thie receipt
Y of a correspondence with the Ben-

Sections

y had to Propose for bringing
should ha given for
ght into Operation, Replies have

eemed to them e

once throughout the
whole of the Presidency including the Town of Madras,

it (Signed) T, PYCROFT,

ki Chief Secretary,

‘E‘d. F- Oﬂ'ﬂﬁg&

No./&?&’
From
JADON, EsQUIRE, .
i BE%S’ecretary to the Government of India,
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