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. Read the following letter from J. URQUHART, Esq., Coroner of Madras; to E.
MALTBY, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated

14th October 1857.

SIR,

With reference to a report which appeared in certain of the Madras newspapers of the 6th
Instant, of the trial at the last Criminal Sessions of three men named Gooroosawmy, Geeroo and
Rajah,' in which report a Coroner’s Jury is said to have returned a verdict of wilful murder,

which caused these three men to be committed to prison on the 13th July last, withouta particle

of evidence to warrant the charge on which they were committed ; I have the honor to submit
for the consideration of Government the enclosed certified copies of the evidence produced be-

fore the Coroner’s Court, and of ‘the verdict returned.

y to bring to the notice of Government that my public character

I beg most respectfull
has in my opinion suffered very greatly ¢rom this report, and that T am quite unable without per-

mission to refute any of the assertions contained in it, as there is an express order prohibiting the
communication to the publie, of any information, without previous sanction. I therefore beg
that such sanction may be given, in order that the facts of the case may be laid before the public

in any way approved of by Government.
The case was patiently investigated for many hours and during parts of several days by siX

intelligent men, five of whom were respectable East Indians, and the verdict was returned after
idence, and the evidence of the Medical Officer of the district who

hearing all the general evl
examined the body. The Jury considered that the deceased died from the blows given by the

prisoners and the fever thereby occasioned.
e was entered in the Calendar as one of ¢ murder” whereas

By some error of the press the cas
The prisoners were committed by me for man-

the verdict of the Jury was manslaughter.”
slanghter, and not for murder as stated in the Calendar.

(Signed) J. URQUHART,
Coroner of Madras.

ER————

MADRAS,
.to Wit.
Parcherry bazar tann
July in the year of Our Lord
Urquhart,
of the body ©

Rungasawmy being duly sworn in the Tamil language deposeth and saith, T am a compound-
er in Mr. Dashwood’s dispensary. Ilive in St. Thome, I know the deceased, I am his son-in-law.
The name of the deceased is Moonoosawmy Naick. 1 do not know the cause of the death of

live yesterday. He then had fever and convulsions. I saw some

the deceased. T saw him last a
blood in his stools; he was purged 4 or 5 times a measure of blood in the day. I saw

also marks of blows on his right shoulder. Deceased did not speak to me. He was delirious.
I saw him the day before yesterday when be was delirious and in the same way. I have seen him
every day for the last 4 or 5 days, from Monday last. He was all that time delirious. I
had not seen deceased for two or three months before that. He was then quite well. Deceased
died this morning at 6 o'clock. The deceased was a rice measurer at the beach. 1 saw deceased

die.

} Informations of witnesses severally taken and acknowledged on the behalf of
Our Sovereign Lady the Queen touching the death of Moonoosawmy Naick, near
ah in Sathanee street at the Black Town of Madras, on the third day of
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, before me, John
Esq., Her M ajesty’s Coroner for Madras, on an Inquisition then and there taken on view

f the said Moonoosawmy Naick then and there lying dead as follows, to wit,

(Signed) RUNGASAWMY.

(A true interpretation.)

(Signed) MAHOMED ESOOFF,
Sworn Interpreter.
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Ragoovooloo being duly sworn in the Tami
smith at the Mint, T know the deceased. Nine d

took the deceased from the road here n 1
- P to the next house ip th
5 e street, 1 i
l’{‘l::dznanT(;’rlooroosagmy was drawmg deceased forward having hold 0? b;;: g I “.as sta.ndmg here,
ands, ¢ man Greeroo who was at the side of the deceased on the right hal:dw;;;ts Wlth; E
€ gave deceased

a blow on the left side of his chest. An
: < other man "
his mother, after ‘these men Gooroosawmy and Ge:: b s abusing deceased, abusing

opposite the next house, I went g and 00 took deceased up to the part of the i
showld yori tieddth il il P spoke to Gooroosawmy saying deceased was deaf « ‘:;;

deceased. I saw only one blow. I do not know Go Geeroo was pot holding

before that eveni v i 0r00sawmy and
: venng: 1 do not” know any thing more. 1 did g ses - i L AEYEE. 5aW them
sticks, . 1d not see any sticks or blows with

Elllang,ruage deposeth and saith, I am a gold
S ago about lamp light, three men now present

The mark + of RAGOOV0O
(A true interpretation.) i
(Signed) MAHOMED ESOOFF s

Sworn I nterpreter.

: : men gave g h] .
D d tand gave ablow each,
h::;j‘ SeI c;:)a;:t lgn;?wlg: d‘;ﬁfled UP position. Some one w:s ﬁ:d' nr hol 3
A 1s happened near this hoyse on the rf:land he(:ed oi‘lhj'thallr s
. eit them and

saw nothing more. There was eat
him then. T had urgent busj ot rowd. 1knew the deceased before, that was how I kneyw

Ot see any kicks given.

ness and went away,

. 5l o
(A true mterpretation.) .

(Signed) MAHOMED EsoG7F:,
Sworn Interpreter,
. ackn?wledged on the day, year and at the
en previously explained by the sworn Inter-

Before me, '
(Signed) J. URQUHART,
Coroner,

John William Mudge, Esquire, y, D.

Surgeon It District and reside in Rﬂndall's’:ég,gld“g SWorn deposeth and saith, I am acting
T e A8 1 o o o 1o o S i
noosawmy Naick. I saw no par)t.‘iZfIS that of 5 man between 40 op 503;eax-s.Y :; o (Elo;ner
The right shoulder was swelled blac:: extem_”'l marks of violence except lfge: g 00-.
: i . ned and discoloured 4 % Pt on the right shm.lldex.
right arm.  On cutting into this, the Parts underneath, sy fl‘om the neck t? the upper third of
dark eﬁ'us?d coagulated l}lood. The Tungs were S, e found muf:h bruised and filled with
and contained frothy fluid. The liver was n a diseaseqd mewhat conjested in the upper lobes
lour, sgch as is found in persons addicted to the use s
black from effusion of blood in its coats and the ascendin ‘
pancreas and the cellular tissue around right kidney wer falio;::’ Part of the duodenum and
blood. Living membrane of stomach was somewhat injected k
than might be expected in such a condition of the liver, On ?d

on the surface of brain were somewhat opaque, with milky eﬁ_‘l::;i:gu;l:; s::ll, th; me(!inbranes
er the arachnoid mem-

brane. The substance of the brain presented nothin un
usual, : "
state of the shoulder must have been caused by brguising 3&1;1 ::; of opinion that the ‘p:cx

€ Instrument or substance

not very hard as there was no abrasion of th 3
2 of the surface. The first might do it if closed, & similar

Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 20th October 1857.
cause might account for the effused blood in the abdomen either kicking, stamping or bruising.
1 do not believe that a mere fall in the street would account for such injuries, even though de-
ceased had been intoxicated. The internal effusion I believe could not have been caused without
some violence. I have repeatedly seen marks of violence appearing internally on examination
and yet no marks on the skin of‘blows or bruises. The state of the membranes of the brain de-
pended most probably on chronic inflammation caused by fever which again might have been induc-
ed by the bodily injuries especially in a person of intemperate habits. The state of the liver of
itself would not account for the fever, but if fever came on after injury the diseased state of liver
would very much diminish the person’s chance of recovery. The diseased state of the liver would
make any injury more serious than it would otherwise be.
(Signed) J. W. MUDGE, m. bp.,
Aecting Surgeon 1st District.

The above information was taken and acknowledged on the seventh day of July, one thou-
sand eight hundred and fifty-seven, at the Coroner’s office Beach, in the Black Town of Madras,

Before me,

(Signed) J. URQUHART, Coroner.

Vurden being duly sworn in the Tamil language deposeth and saith, I am son of the deceas-
ed and live in the same house. I help my father to measure rice. One Mootea Pillay now pre-
sent lives in our house, he had been quarrelling with the owner of the house now present a woman
named Mootammah about 10 days ago. This wasat the street door. The three men now present
live in the next house, Mootea Pillay was seizing the woman Mootammah telling her she robbed
a chemboo, this was about 6 o'clock evening. Then Mootammah made a noise and the three
men now present came running from their house and laid hold of Mootea Pillay’s hair and push-
ed his waist. Mootea Pillay was not striking Mootammah, only pulling her by the hand and telling
Ler to come to the tannah. My father who was lying down, came up and separated Mootea
Pillay from these three men now present-and Mootea Pillay went into the house. Then these
three men now present whose names are Gooroosawmy, Geeroo and Rajah took the deceased my
father off the ground and carried him opposite their house and laid him down on the ground,
knocked him down, and then they all three beat him with their closed fists on the shoulder. They
all gave blows on the shoulder and chest. I did not see any one kick or stamp on deceased. Then
Ragoovooloo, the 2nd witness with. the assistance of another got away my father and brought
him to the house. I was standing all this time on the pial erying, and saw quite well. There were
many persons present after my father returned to the house; he immediately got up again and
ran to the tannah and brought a peon, these three men ran into the house, and then my father
returned to the house and slept. Deceased was quite well before these blows immediately
after he came homia f.rOm the Tannah the fever came on and the fever continued till 8 or 9 days
when he died.  Within 2 or 8 days after ke got fever he became delirious and had convulsions.
I do not know any cause for this quarrel. My father did not drink regularly, only once in
10 or 15 days he had one fanam's worth of arrack. My father did not abuse these men. He only
separated these three men from Mootea Pillay. I do not know any cause for the violence of

these men except the interfering of my father with them and Mootea Pillay, Mootammah cried
“Oh!"” she did not call any person’s name out when she cried out. Deceased never had fits before
this, .

The Mark x of VURDEN,
(A true interpretation.)

(Signed) MAHOMED ESOOFF,
; Sworn Intrepeter.
The above information was taken and acknowledged on the seventh day of Ju]y> one thou-
sand eight hundred and fifty-seven, at the Coroner’s Office, Beach, in the Black Town of Madras,
the contents having been previously explained by the sworn Interpreter, :

Before me,
(Signed) J. URQUHART, Coroner.
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John William Mudge, Esquire, M. p., being examined on hj f
1 have heard the evidence of the witness Vurden ; so faras [ ls‘ s
injuries seen on the body of the deceased. He died from ; an judge,
the brain, probably caused by these injuries. ever pomb

r oath deposeth and saith
’

:che fever depended on the

med with inflammation of

Signed
(Signed) J..AW.' MUDGE, . p.,
(A true intrepretation.) cling Surgeon, Vst District.

(Signed) T. MAHOMED ESOOFF

T.he above information was taken and acknowledged on the seventh ay 14
sand eight hundred and fifty-seven, at the Coroner’s Office, Beach, in th Bt]lay o v
the contents having been previously explained by the sworn Inter;n-etere o o geon

Before me,

(Signed) J. URQUHART, Coroner

Ruthnum being duly sworn in the Teloogoo language deposeth and sai
ceased. 13 days ago about lamp-light there was a fight in the street 1L1e}xtsimh, I am wife of de-
deceased to go and separate. I went also. SomemenI do notknow, who VIOuse 0 L I sent
my husband and struck him. Then Ragoovoolos brought my husbaild fr “er;ﬁght‘“g turned on
in and fever came on directly. I do not know any cause of quarrel betwom tdem, deceased came
men. Deceased was always well before this. He never had fits till after tfi’?n : G'Ceased and these
used to drink arrack before but not lately. He never used to drink to ex lf s = Wa
any work nor taken any arrack for 10 years. He was not sick but he did cess. He has not done
in-law supported us. 1d not work, my brother-

The mark X of RUTHNUM.

(A trueintrepretation)

(Signed) T. MAHOMED ESOOFF

Sworn Intrepreter.

The above information was taken and
A acknowledged on the sew
enth day of Jul 5 .
y 1857, at

the Coroner’s Office, Beach, in the Black Town of Mad
ks 3 ras, t S 1
explained by the sworn Intrepreter. S ToRlring boon sl

Before me,

(Signed) J. URQUHART, Coroner.

- Balakishtoodoo being duly sworn in the T.
. eloogoo lan ;
mastah to a boat owner. I live in Satanee street, Paarcherrﬁuif;eriegs::e : ?d sgxt}z; . a,l;hGo'
) : ived. On a Thurs-

day some 10 or 15 days ago, I was in a pial in this street opposite to the |
A man went to the house of Gooroosawmy, and called out for him ; 1e house of the dece
now present came out and this man told him to come as the e t'} wheksy
sav(vlmylcame to deceased’s street door and asked what was tlz’ev:::t:) eating his mot
aid s Ty
Elsaildla:i]ye’z fc?i‘:;.t helcélie; ‘Il:;’: szzdh:: i s(:y I stole it, they are flogging me, now I knew this was th
P s ooroosawmy said this is the landlady ¢ why sh 2 «
strike,” a man x.\amed Mootoosawmy a cook who lived there said h Y. SRy 8 0,1‘11(1 you
G?Oroosawmy said, “ who but the neighbours should enquire of this b ,l,s it30 you." Then
going on t.he deceased Moonoosawmy came out and at that time G quarrel.” Then when this was
were fighting. Deceased said ““who is the man who is strikin h(i) i s ?‘“d Mootoosawmy
sawmy told deceased “go and bring a Peon,” so deceased ran.gAf:; dthSlng E LR
separated and' Gooroosawmy went away. Geeroo was present at this ti ceas}: .went away the men
at all, a Police Peon came back with Moonoosawmy from the Parch me, Rajah was not present
struck Moonoosawmy at all. I saw Moonoosawmy on his pial thec felixl'y b'azaar tan-nah, no one
about 5 o'clock evening when this happered. I do not know the exn‘;t (:1:;% morning. It was
e.

ased,
Gooroosawmy

- : e S5 % g s
(A true intrepretation.) Ao

(Signed) T. MAHOMED ESOOFF,

Sworn Inlrepeter,

her. Gooroo-
some one within the house

P ——-
“

e b e sa e T At st

Fort
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Moonoosawmy Naidoo being duly sworn in the Teloogoo language deposeth and saith, T am
Curnum to Mr. Burton, Boat-owner. I live next the house of the deceased. On the 25th of
th, about 5 or half past 5, evening, a man came opposite my house and called out “ Goo-
roosawmy.” The manishere, his nameis Adynarayadoo. Gooroosawmy came out, and Audyna-
rayadoo said ¢ you come brother they are beating my mother.” Then Gooroosawmy came and
stood at the deceased’s door. Then I did not hear what was said, but a man named Mootoosawmy
struck Gooroosawmy and Gooroosawmy struck Mootoosawmy. Then I approached the place.
After T went to the place, the deceased came running, and abusing, out of the house from inside.
He said * who is that fighting.” Then Mootoosawmy told him to go and bring a Tannah peon;
the deccased went to the Tannah, and I did not see anything more. I did notsee the peon come.
I did not see any one strike the deceased. I did not know anything more. ‘

5, S o,

Jast mon

(A trueinter pretation,)
_(Signed) T. MAHOMED ESOOFF,

Sworn Interpreter.
ostanee language, deposeth and saith, I am

annah. Nine days ago about 6 in the morn-
d reported the death of the deceased. 1

Mahomed Khan being duly sworn in the Hindo
a Police peon, No. 262, attached to the Parcherry T

ing when I was at my Tannah, the first witness came an
went to the house of the deceased and saw deceased lying dead, when the body was seen by the

Coroner and Jury. There was a blue mark on the right shoulder, I do not know what was the
cause of this blue mark. I heard at the time I went to see the body that there had been fight-
ing. I do not know anything more.
gy Ao
(A true interpretation.)

(Signed) T. MAHOMED ESOOFF,
Sworn Interpreter.

oath deposeth and saith. When my father ran to the

Vurden being examined on his former
amed Ramasawmy. I do notknow where Ramasawmy

Tannah he brought with hima Police peon, n

15 NOW.
The mark of X VURDEN.
(A true interpretation,)
(Signed) T. MAHOMED ESOOFF,
Sworn Interpreter.
Goolam Rassool being duly sworn in the Hindoostanee language deposeth and saith, I am a

tached to Parcherry bazaar Tannah. On the 25th Jone last, about 8
o'clock I returned to my Tannah when Peon Ramanah No. 116 came to me and reported to me
that Moonoosawmy the deceased had come to the Tannah about } past 6 o’clock that evening and
complained against the three men now present, Rajah, Geeroo, and Gooroosawmy, that they had
struck Mootoosawmy. I did not hear of the deceased having been struck. The Peon No. 116,
went to the house of the deceased with the deceased and found all quiet but a erowd assembled.
I did not hear that night that the deceased had been struck. On July 1st, the witnesses Ragoo-
vooloo and Vurden, told me that there was a quarrel or a fight on the 25th evening of June, and
that these three men Gooroosawmy, Geeroo and Rajah struck the deceased. A woman named
Balamah now present also told this to me. I do not know anything more. i

The mark of X GOOLAM RASSOOL,

(A true interpretation.)

(Signed) T. MAHOMED ESOOFF,
- : Sworn Interpreter.

Police Duffadar Major at
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Balamah being dul i R
h be y sworn in the Tami
keeper and live in the house with the de::;l dlan
was a quarrel about 6 o’clock in our house beet.w
e

also in the house. This i
; W,
ot ieing Bmet: ;}Semt::le el}lltrance to the house. I was at the outer d
Gooroosawmy, Geeroo and Ra-:hw o were fighting, he separated them and :l:) s Ve
s awz;y s sire s ;an.le of their own-accord and struck d en the three men
PO VIR e;) acingtheir own house, they struck hi T ioned
ceased strike any of these thr i i ke Tt n b
man, unemployed. T hay ree men, I have known deceased 4 :V e A et
i . 1ave never seen him drunk s; s
] .y A | Sl ST iy since I went there
plain of pain but had fever that nicht. b
o

ua; i
g(;) : geT<ll]eposet11 and saith, I am a petty bazaa
: ‘ 3 aar
s lail('lbldz:]y evening about 3 weeks ago there
ady and Mootoosawmy who lives

He was aquiet

Sir 5 months i
he striking and ill directly after. I:goc‘lici In::ec}um
om-

3 ; The mark of x BALAMAH.
(A true Interpretation, )

(Signed) T. MAHOMED ESOOFF
Sworn Interpreter.

Mootoosawmy Pj ——

X y Pillay being d

Conicopillay on the Rai ug duly sworn in th :

> ailwe y e Tamil | ;

day of Anee about half [::1:{,61 w;ls a cook before. I live in t.l?: il;?-e di'poseth SN

She had hidden one of my clxex(;lc) Ock_evening, the landlady of the hbe of the deceased. On 11th

Then she threw the chemboo j 00s in her waist cloth and I w ¢ .a‘“d I were quarrelling.
o mnto the house and began making % (}raggmg her to the Tannah.

a noise and ran into the street

then the neigh

ghbour house pe .

deceased came out and dragnr:glren Gooroosawmy, Geeroo and Rajo d
fo e awa o came and struck me. Th

5 e

no more. I did y and the wi
not see deceased struck, ok Ragoovooloo took me away and I saw

' . wszerd lerals,
(A true.interpretation,)

(Signed) T. MAHOMED ESOO¥Y,
i Sworn Interpreter.

Ruthnum being examined on her fo

a Nativi rmey | :
e doctor who came once three d oath deposeth and saith, Deceased was attended b
y

ays after
deceased was struck. Deceased never went out

after he was struck
except once t]
He got a summon ie day after, I beli
s from the nei s 1 believe to the pl .
neighbour houge e place where he was summon
ed.

went to the Monygar Chonl people, th H
: try the day b ople, the three men present, for striki
. pelanguin i the Chogle ¥y before his death, but di nt, forstriking. e
y. , but did not remain. He w Y
. as carried in

The mark of
(A true interpretation.) el ol
(Signed) T. MAHOMED ESOOFF,
Sworn Interpreter.

The above informations
£ " 1S were severall 5
one thousand eight hundred g taken and acknowl
Madras, the conzents hon t:ld ﬁfty-s?v‘m, at the Coroner's Oeigged on the -eleventh day of July
_ § been previously explained by the ce, Beach, in the Black Town of
sworn Interpreter.

Before me,
(Signed) J. URQUHART,
Coroner.
(True Copies.)

(Signed) JOHN BRUCE NORTON,
% Clerk of the Crown.

MADRAS, An Inquisition t
o WiE } L Paml:g:;sm;nntak;n for .our Spvereign Lady the Qu i
the year of our Lord one thzyusa:dna' at the Black Towa of Madras, on ::n’ i iy Stregt
sbingiatas ; eight hundred and fifty-seven ,b ; e third day of July in
s ur Lady the Queen, for the said town of Mad’rase orz mle o
, and places thereunto ad-

£ .

oo e NS
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Fort St. George,
jacent, on view of the body of Moonoosawmy Naick then and there lying dead and by adjourn-
ment at the Coroner's office, Beach, on the seventh, and eleventh and thirteenth days of the said
month of July in the year aforesaid. Upon the oath of Messieurs Francis Mann Moraes, Thomas
D’Ramos, Henry Yettie, George Goodman, Lazaro Texeira Martin, and Pondicherry Ponnoo~
sawmy Moodelly, good and lawful men of the said town, duly chosen, and who being then
and there duly sworn, and charged to enquire for our said Lady the Queen, when, how, and by
what means the said Moonoosawnmy Naick came to his death, do upon their oath say, that
Gooroosawmy, Geeroo, and Rajah of Madras, labourers, on the twenty-fifth day of June in
the year aforesaid in Sathanee Street near Paracherry tannah at the Black town of Madras
aforesaid and within the local limits of the Criminal Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of J udi-
cature at Madras aforesaid in and upon the said Moonoosawmy Naick in the peace of God and
of our said Sovereign Lady the Queen then and there being feloniously, wilfully, and unlawful-
ly did make an assault and that they the said Gooroosawmy, Geeroo, and Rajah with their right
hands him the said Moonoosawmy Naick then and there feloniously, wilfully and unlawtully did
strike and beat him the said Moonoosawmy Naick in and upon the right shoulder and breast of
him the said Moonoosawmy Naick, thereby then and there giving unto him the said Moonoosaw-

nd breast divers mortal bruises, of which said mortal

y Naick in and upon the right shoulder a
d, he the said Moonoosawmy Naick from the twenty-

foresaid until the third day of July in the same
dwelling house in Sathanee Street aforesaid
aid third day of the said month of July in the
his house in Sathanee Street aforesaid of the

....................................................

m
bruises and of the fever thereby occasione

fifth day of the said month of June in the year a
year, in Sathanee Street aforesaid and also in his
did languish and languishing did live ; on which s

year aforesaid, he the said Moonoosawmy Naick in
mortal bruises aforesaid and of the fever thereby occasioned did die, and so the Jurors aforesaid
upon their oaths aforesaid do say that the said Gooroosawmy, Geeroo, and Rajah, him the said
Moonoosawmy Naick in manner and by the means aforesaid feloniously, wilfully and unlawfully
+ said Sovereign Lady the Queen Her Crown and digni-

did kill and slay, against the peace of ou
ty. In witness whereof as well the said Coroner as the Jurors aforesaid have to this Inquisition

sot their hands and seals on the thirteenth day of July in the year aforesaid, at the Coroner’s office
Beach in the Black town of Madras aforesaid. »

(Signed) J. URQUHART, Coroner. (L. S.)
——— M. Morags, Foreman. (L. 8.)
ARICTCE e YETTIE. (L. S.)
(.. )y T D'Raxos. (L. S.)
ey O GOODMAN, (L. 8.)
(e d L. T. MARTIN. (L.'S.)
oo Sty P. PoxNoosawMY MoODELLY. (L. S.)

A true Copy.)

(Signed) JOHN BRUCE NORTON,
Clerk of the Crown.

OrpER THEREON, No. 1376 ; dated 20th October 1857.

No. 56.

Government are not able to withdraw the prohibitory order, which forbids persons in pub-
lic employ writing on official matters in the newspapers, but if the course meets the Coroner’s
wishes, his present letter and its enclosure, will be placed for perusal on the Editors’ table in the

Government office.
(Signed) E. MALTBY,

Acting Chief Secretary-

Exd. E. Cartledge:

o
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