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onsultation, 20th October 1857.
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No. 43. Read the following letter from J. RATLIFF, Esq., Acting Sessions Judge of Rajab_
mundry ; to E. MALTBY, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St,
George, dated 30th September 1857, No. 64

SIR,
1. Were itnot that I felt it peculiarly incumbent at the present time,

especially Civil and Military, should be avoided and prevented, 1
and reference for the consideration and

that all collision be-

tween authorities, should have
hesitated in submitting the herewith correspondence
decision of Government. I have, however, under existing circumst
setting the matter at rest.

9. T have, since receipt of the Subordinate Judge’s letter, instituted thorough pcrsonal en-

quiry, and learr, that this is the first occasion upoun which any such authority has been assumed,
any Commanding Officer, and am assured that the Jail peons were

festival, what they have annually done hitherto unmolest-
achment here ; who, as I am informed
., In no way attempted to prevent,)
ted torches along a road, on

ances, deemed it best to do so,

with the view of for ever, and definitively,

or interference exercised, by
simply doing, in the celebration of their
ed and unquestioned, even by the Officer presently on det
by the Jailor and Jemadar, himself permitted, last year, (i. e
the very thing now so strongly deprecated, the passing with ligh
the side of which stands a small magazine, to wit,” and by which, I am credibly and positively
assured, the Jail peons have always similarly passed in the performance of this annual ceremony,
although, as I observe, the present Commanding Officer states (but upon what data I know not)
in his letter marked B. that they have ‘* never been permitted to do so,”-whilst, as regards the
permission to beat their tom toms, alluded to in letter F,” I am informed, that in no single
instance has application for such ever been made by the peons to, or insisted on by any previous
Commanding Officer.

3. The point at issue, albeit,
exercise or assumption of authority, by
but types, but whether or not he is,
called the Fort, and if so, to what extent,
so called fort exists in name only ; portions of its once ramp
t the Commanding Officer’s precise views on the subject,

£ < the Fott,” as if some specially defined
al) letter No. 451,"

at particular instance of
of which the above are
authority in what is
seeing, that the

is not the settlement of this or th
the Officer on detachment here,
as he assumes to be, the paramount
whether as regards authority, or area ;
arts alone remaining here and there.

4. Tt is not very easy to arrive a
seeing that in his letters B, D, F,and H, he speaks o
Jocale, in and over which his own authority extends, whereas in his (offici
after similarly dealing with itin para. 2, he in para. 3, for the first time, appears disposed to ad-
mit a limit to his jurisdiction, even in the said Fort, of which, as he very justly observes, it would
be (indeed) difficult to draw the Soundary, this limit however being as will be observed, very
defined, and the term vicinity” admitting of every latitudinal application.
far as I can learn, the first instance on record, with the exception of
that furnished by Lieutenant Brackenbury, in which any officer on detachment here, has thought
st worth while or incumbent to raise a question of jurisdiction, whilst it is very possible that
none of Captain Wood's successors would care to follow his example, and consequently, that
future collision might be assumed as improbable yet, as on the other hand, he might be succeeded
by others similarly disposed, I have, as above stated, felt justified in submitting the matter as
solicited by the Subordinate Judge, for the decision of Government, which I have now the honor

to do accordingly.
v

imperfectly
5. The present is, as

(Signed) J. RATLIFF,
Acting Sessions Judye.

to J. RATLIFF, Esq.,
ahmundry, dated 29th September 1857, No. 95.

From J. H. BLAIR, Esq., Subordinate Judge of Rajahmundry ;

Acting Session Judge of Raj

SIR,
1. Ihave the honor to forward copies of a correspondence between the Officer Command-
ing Detachment 9th Regiment M. N. 1., stationed here, and myself, with a request that you will

refer the matter to Government, with such remarks as you think proper,
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C.

My dear Wood, !
1 have told the peons not to go past the magazine on the road with lighted torches, &c., but

with regard to the tom-tomming and holding their feast at the usual place, I shall be much oblig-
ed by your giving an order that they are not to be interfered with, or interrupted. :

Your's sincerely,

(Signed) J. HUNTER BLAIR.

September 25th.
D.
My dear Blair,

The peons have not been interfered with in any way,
disobey the orders of Government. Be good enough to le
imissiod to beat tom-toms inside the fort after 10 p. M.

nor will they be, provided they do not
¢ me know if you have given them per-

Your's sincerely,

(Signed) M. WOOD.

Friday, 25th September.

e e et e

E.

My dear Wood,
I have told them, as far as I am concerned, they have my leave to do what they have always
e magazine. If you object,

done at former Dusserahs, except carrying fire and torches past th
the matter must be referred to the Magistrate to decide, as I have no jurisdiction, nor have you
that T am aware of, except as regards your own men and their lines, &c.

Your's sincerely,

(Signed) J. HUNTER BLAIR.

_ F.

My dear Blair,

I conceive that I have jurisdiction inside the Fort ; and the board of Orders in my Guard,

dated so far back as 1852, are quite clear and explicit on that pointas also are the Greneral Regu-

lations of the Service. No fresh orders have been issued this year on the subject, neither has any

interference taken place. No one has permission to beat tom-toms in the town after 10 p. M.

without permission of the Magistrate, neither has any one a like permission inside the Fort, with-

out permission of the Commanding Officer, and your peons are perfectly aware of, it and they
also know it has never been refused when they asked for it.

Your’s sincerely,

(Signed) M. WOOD.
Friday, a5th September.

et e .

G.

My dear Wood.

As you consider you have the right to prevent tom-toms being beaten, &c. without the Fort,

I have told the Jemadar to ask your leave, which you say has never been refused, so that the

poor men may go on with their usual ceremonies, &c. But with regard to your jurisdiction with- :
in the Fort, which contains both the Courts, the Jail, Church, and other Duildings, and which is

not, I believe, a Military Cantonment or u i

jurisdiction out of your own lines, &c., I beg to differ from you, and in order to settle the

‘matter definitely, I shall refer it to Puryis, or if necessary, eventually to Government. AR

S 0 el P $i e - 'Yoar’ss“i"nwrely-, i g

(Signed) J. HUNTER BLAIF

25-9-57.

nder Military law, in which case only can ybu-have' e B "
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Fort St. George,

,...__.-.,..,.»...-....-.._.--.‘..-._,.._,.‘.“....._,...,,..,,._, nor

orders of Government consequent thereon, in Extract Minutes Consultation, under date 8rd De-
cember 1844, also to a letter from the Collector and Magistrate, under date 13th February 1847,
No. 49,and a letter from the Acting Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General, Northern
Division, of 20th February 1847, all of which will, I believe, be found in your records.

9, If after perusing the above (of which I had no knowledge previously) you are willing
to admit that you have no authority within the Fort, and that you had no right to interfere
with the celebration of the Dusserah by the Jail peons, there will be no occasion for any refer-
ence regarding what occurred, and Ishall therefore delay doing so, until I receive your answer.

} I have the honor, &c.,
(Signed J. BLAIR,

Session Judge.

Rajahmundry Sub Court,
28th September 1857.

N.
No. 451.

To J. H. BLAIR, Esq., Subordinate Judge.

SIR,
date, and With T~

T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this day’s

ference to the letters therein referred to,

amongst the records of my office.
9. With reference to the 2nd para. of your letter, if you refer to our private correspond-

ence, you will find that I have distinctly told you that I do possess authority in the Fort, and
which I now take the opportunity of requesting you will warn your Jail peons not to dispute,
as my sentries have been instructed to enforce their orders.
3, If you refer to the correspondence which has passed between us, you will find that I
_ have never contended that I had authority over the whole of the Fort, for it would be difficult
to draw the boundary, I simply declared 1 had jurisdiction, and I consider that authority ex-
tends over the Parade ground, Barracks, Hospital, Magazine and its vicinity, and that I will not
permit the Jail peons or any body else, to disobey the Garrison orders as they endeavoured to do
on Thursday night last. -
4. With reference to that part of the 2nd para. of your letter, wherein you say I interfered
with the celebration of the Dusserah, I beg distinctly to deny that any interference took place
~ beyond the prohibition to take lighted torches past the Magazines, with this exception, the
assertion is contrary to fact. ‘
5. In conclusion, I beg to inform you that I have referred the matter at issue to the Magis-
trate of the district, and hope you will not delay to forward, as you said you would do, all corres-
pondence on the subject, which has passed between us. . :
I have the honor, &c.,
(Signed) W. WOOD, Captain,
Commanding Rajahmundry.

beg to state for your information, that they are not

e e

O'

To Captain WOOD, Commanding Detachment 9th Regiment N. L.

SIR,
With reference to the 1st para. of your letter of this day, I have the honor to forward for
your perusal, the correspondence between Lieut. Brackenbury and Mr. Rohde, also the Minutes

of Council thereon, to save delay, the other 2 letters, referred to in the Memo. on the Minutes
of Council are not in my office, hut addressed to one of your predecessors here. .

Rajahmundry Sub Cpurt,} I have the honor &c., i
28th September 18557. (Signed) J. H. BLAIR, i
&lbc -fudye..., S
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No. 44. Oromt THEREON, No. 1867 ; dated 17th October 1857.
ars that at the late Dusserah feast, the Hindoo

the Commanding Officer from passing with lighted
and further from

e n T s

From this letter and its enclosures, it appe

Jail Peons at Rajahmundry were prevented by
torches an old Pagoda in the Fort, which has been converted intc a Magazine,

beating their tom toms at another part of the road the procession was travelling.

9. The Peons complained to the Subordinate Judge, in charge of the Jail, between whom
and the Commanding Officer a long correspondence ensued. The latter appears at first to have
claimed jurisdiction over the whole Fort, which is mainly occupied by civil buildings, but in
his letter marked N, he limits his authority to « the Parade Ground, Darracks, Hospital, Maga-
zine and its vicinity.” The Subordinate Judge, on the other hand, considers that the Command-
ing Officer has no jurisdiction at all, and, in support of his view of the case, quotes Extract
Minutes Consultation No. 806, dated 3rd December 1844

3. Those orders, the Government find, were passed on a reference from Mr. Rohde, then
Acting Judge of Rajakmundry. On that occasion a road had been turned by him within the
Tort and some buildings removed. Lieutenant Brackenbury, the Officer in command questioned

these proceedings, but the Government directed him t0 desist from further interference.
4. Trom a carefully executed plan of the space oceupied by the old Fort, which accompa-
nied Mr. Rohde's letter, the Government learn that the road in guestion is net in the vicinity of
es not make against

the ground occupied by the Military. The
the claims of the present Commanding Officer. Captain tha.t por-
tion of the old Fort in the occupation of the Sepoys, &c.
the whole of the site, including that is the
- ings and premises.
5. The Governor in Council is of opinion tha
to any danger to the Powder Magazine, from lighted torche

Gaol, the two Courts and other non

t the Commanding Officer is the best judge
s being carried along the road

tom toms being beaten within ¢ a stone’s throw”

of the Military Hospital. The Peons do not appear ossed the road which separates
the ground occupied by the Military from the rest of the Fort, but even outside those limits
__they must not be permitted to conduct their festival so as to disturb the inmates of the Sepoy
t is not a Military bazar station (Regu-
lation VII of 1832,) but in the vicinity of the space occupied by the Military, the Magistrate is
bound to consult as far as posible the wishes of the Commanding Officer. The latter is not only
entitled to call in the civil power, but it is competent for him within his limits, to make such regu-
lations for the peace and safety of the Garrison and the Premises pertaining to it as, subject to the
orders of his Military superiors, he may think proper. It is not necessary thata Cantonment should
be classed as a Military ‘bazar station, before the Officer Commanding would be justified in prohi-
biting fom toms within the lines after ten o’clock at night, or in passing any similar orders.
s ‘ (Signed) E. MALTBY,
Acting Chief Secretary-

close by it, and further as to the propriety of
to have cr

Exd. F. Cartlede.
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