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“ Read the followings papers.

No. 29. To the Most Noble and Right Honorable Lorkp HARRIS, Governor of Fort Saint
George, &c., &c., &c.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIP,

His Highness the Zamorin Rajah of Calicut, for
himself and the members of his Palace, in the

name of the Almighty, sendeth greeting.

1. That we and our predecessors have hitherto depending in the integrity and protection
conducted ourselves as loyalists of the British Govern-

may ever continue to do so

of the Honorable East India Company,

ment ; and we now pray to the Almighty, that we and our successors
a peculiar calamity has befallen our Palace, and there being
we beg in the first instance,

throughout futurity : but, whereas,
no other source to resort to for redemption, but your Lordship,

that amidst the press of other business, this may not be considered an interruption.

2. That Amboo,a Thien by caste, but Tahsildar of Calicut, in speaking of ourself, and

Canaaren of the same caste, but Town Police Ameen in the said Talook, in speaking of our

successor, the third Rajah, having in two letters severally and individually, to the total disregard

of the customs and usages of this country, and in direct opposition to the positive and existing

. orders of the Government, mentioned our names lightly and disrespectfully, we have in No. 2 of

1856, before the Civil Court, and our successor in No. 20 of 1836, pefore the Mooftee Sudder
igation, the de-

ee Sudder

Ameen respectively, prosecuted the above officials: in the course of the invest

Ameen is on the issue of sending orders to examine us (by commission) as a witness.

3. 'That ulterior to this, ourself or our predecessors have never been cited as witnesses by

parties in any suit whatever ; consequently, this singular instance appearing antagonistic to the

safety honorably granted to us, by the Government, the usages of our Palace, manners of the

country and the dignity of our rank in life, we referred our grievances upon this, in No, 563 of

1857, to the Civil Judge, as the superior Officer of the Mooftee Sudder Ameen; but as that
functionary, in his reply of 6th Ultimo, pointed out to us that we should seek satisfaction at

your Lordship’s hands, we have undertaken to address this, and forward herewith the said reply.

4, That it is hoped, it will occur to your Lordship’s wisdom, 1st, that while our ancestors

swaved sovereignty over Calicut and its acjacent countries, a due observance of faith and friend-

slup subsisted between them and the British Government. 2ndly, that from the consternation

caused by Tippoo, an application was made to the Honorable Company, who, for the mainte-
t British troops and expelled Tippoo; thus tranquillity

nance of our mtegnty, promptly sen
Honorable Com-

having been restored, a treaty was concluded between our ancestors and the
and became tributaries to the latter. And

pany; by which the former resumed the sovereignty,
the Honorable Company assumed

3rdly, that from a minimum in the revenue and other incidents,
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the administration of this province and executed an agreement t
n

oy
Temit to-our Palace, withehyt ¢

since which oyy Palace has been

his our native lang,

5. That though “the Code of Regulations for the internal
na

a minus or plus, two-tenths of the revenue then forthcoming
y..

protected and tolerated in all the usages and customs innate to t
0

Territories,” may not embrace distinetly the preclusion of

. : Summo
nesses ; vet i rati igni

; yet in consideration of our dlgnltyand rank in life, Palace cust
oms, and the ysa

B ges of the
: variably,
orwarded to us the necessary questions with a let

country, the Provincial and other Subordinate Courts have

Jjudged indispensable, P “eporition was

ter, and acee
iy . ted o
but in opposition to thi . e

. it will not only prove an umbrage upon
invelve us in disgrace and insignificance : it will appear obvious ¢
O your

ments and reply as sufficient and satisfactory ;
received practice. ;
ice, if we

now be summoned as a witness,
that Practi
mctlce, but
also

nature of the case in which we have been cited a witness our deposit ko ==
) Position

moral benefit to the citer, yet, that he has courted it Sl 54
3

Y other view than this
e case,

: cannot be with an
poor comfort of dishonouring us by it, though he may eventually lose th
) e

6. That not only the customs and usages of Malayalam are
Y W

id :
of other States, but also the Aborigines of this land are subservient = s S on
as

SN ' much tq eXternal obsery-
Y derogation from thig win alienate us

d ridicule : not i
: only so,ifit1,
) : ec
that we depose in Courts as a witness of suitors, it will follow, th Sl
3

ances as to the dictates of a right conscience :
2

from our rule of life, and expose us to disgrace an

tablishe d

: at many persong wi
P ATt - will 5
to cite us as such for mere whim, and we have time only to appear as such to o be eager
. ur great disquietud
7. That itis i o L : e
at 1t1s immemorial, for the Rajahs of this Palace, to be seen in peculi
cular places

only under peculiar circumstances : {
i and for the Aborigi
gines, when allowed g
an audience, to

observe towarcs us a due regard to the usages and customs to whi

h ¢
ol il ch they are habituateq by their

8. That it is enjoined in the Civil and Criminal Code of Regulati
L ations ;

distinetion should be treated according to the usages of their t o el
} caste

and rank in

view this in a latitude, with the attempt of dishonour to which our- Pa] T =
alace is to

be exposed by
er having oceurred at any

ough capable of Producing

the circumstances which forms the subject of this address, the lik
& ‘e ney

period prior to this, our degree of sorrow is the more enhanced Th

many records to prove the manner of amity and friendliness that subsg;
subsi

03 sted be
and the British Government, we enclose herewith only a copy of the b g s
e

; rief Caboolnamg granted by
overnor an i
d Commander i Chief, with reference ¢
0

a q p

His Excellency Major General Meadows,
the first arrival here of the British Army,
&e., and beg humbly but earnestly, tha

and thus succour our and the Palace honour. And since men of ]
of low

caste, on obtaining high
ortments towards honouy-

ev
en to the abuse of Power reposed

employments, assume to themselves arrogance and disrespect in their ¢
ep

able persons or otherwise persons of rank and respectability
3

in them, it is humbly prayed that your Lordship will be pl

. eased to de; .
* this also for a remedy. aes i L

- Fort St. George, Judicial Conswltation, 6th October 1857
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9. That we are sanguine to enthusiasm, your Lordship will be pleased to deign to us, the
humble blessing prayed for in the preceding para, the same being no more than to be relieved
from being examined as a witness, and that it will be condescended to us the more graciously,
we feel assured, from the circumstance, that the Honorable Company, readily extended their
hands in aid of us, even to the forfeiture of Christian and European lives, and engaged in an
open and terrible conflict with that dire tyrant Zippoo, only for the sake that we feared of him,
the desecration of our temples, and an outrage upon our usages that are native and spontaneous
to us even from our birth : whereas, now, the idea of being examined as a witness, simple as it may
superficially appear, it carries with it all the gloomiest effects which we most fear and dread, as it
will tend to nothing short of degrading us in the eye of the public; yet we do not solicit now for
an army to defend us from the scourge of an invasion, but, for your Lordship’s compassion against
the rod of disgrace and for this act of charity we will ever bind ourselves in ceaseless supplication
to the Almighty to pour down upon your Government more and more grace.

b
Calicut, 6th September 1857,

Extract from the Proccedings of the Civil Court, Zillah Calicut, under date the 6th July 1857

Read Miscellancous Petition, No. 563 of 1857, presented on the 3rd Instant, by Vakeel
Venguideshwarayan, on behalf of Manavickiama, Zamorin Rajah of Calicut, stating that peti-
tioner presented a petition to the Moofty Suder Ameen stating that itis not customary for
Rajahs to give evidence in any matter, when an order was passed by that officer on the 31st
March 1857, to the effeet that he would be examined by a commission ; that in consequence of the
post obit ceremonies of the late Rajah, petitioner was precluded from preferring this appeal from
the aforesaid order within the prescribed period, that the suit No. 20 of 1856 mentioned in the
Moofty Sudr Ameen’s Diary being to the same effect as the suit No. 2 of 1856, which is being
conducted by petitioner before this Court, it is not to be expected that he would give evidence
in the former, contrary to the last mentioned suit, consequently the Sudr Ameen’s requiring as
material petitioner’s evidence is not right, that neither this Rajah of high repute norhis prede-
cessors ever appeared before any authority whatever for the purpose of giving evidence in any
matter, nor is it customary to do so, consequently the order of the Sudr Ameen requiring him to
be examined as a witness in defiance of such an usage and without considering his position, is a
matter of great grievance to petitioner, that the Sudr Ameen did not even take any notice of the
several documents alluded to by petitioner, to be convinced of the existence of such a practice.

He therefore prays for the reversal of the lower Court’s order.

e g e

ORDER.

It is the intention of the Government, that persons in the position of the petitioner, should

not be called upon to appear in Courts, unless upon the most pressing exigency, and the Court

cannot give an order to the effect that the issue of a commission for examining as witness a party
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in the high position of the petitioners, is a step derogatory to Petitioner as it does not inyol¥e

In the present instance,
Court’s order, as the Moofty Sudr Ameen states,

his presence in the Court. it cannot further interfere with the lower

that he considers it essential to examine peti-
tioner as a witness in the matter at issue before him. If the petitioner conside

rs that his position
ts him from appearing in Courts or being examined by commission
]

exemp

the Court would
advise him to address the Government, and obtain a specific decla

ration of the wishes of Govern-
ment as regards this point.

(True Extract in 2 rolls.)

(Signed) H, D, COOK,
Civil Judge.

_‘—‘J
Cowl Nama from His Excellency Major General 3/, eadods, Governorand Commander-in-Chief
Zamorin Rajah of Calicut, &c., &e.
vidence possessed themselves of the
es of the Malialum,
and whereag Kishen, 7, amorin R

evinced a firm atgy Shintnt
proved himself useful in supplying their Armies,

&ec., &c., on the part of the Honorable Company, to Kishon,
Whereas the English forces have by the blessing of Prg

Fort and District of Paulghat, and certain adjacent countri

and design fur-
ther to extend their possessions in that quarter,

ajak of Calicut,
to the British interests and

it has therefore been resolved that the said

d ‘Vith the SOIe
tries heretofore included in the province of Calicut

has on the present and former occasions,

: invested, and he is hereby iny st
Zamorin shall be 1 : Y Investe management of all the coun-

» Which are op may be conquered by the Bri-
tish troops.
The said Zamorin is therefore directed to exert his authepj

ty and influence in embodying the
Naiemars of that country and in directing their Operations g

separately or in conjunction with the British forces,
manding in that quarter,

gainst the common enemy, either

He is to exert himself in establishing- magazines
collect them, and in supplying as far ag méy be practi
cution of the object, for which regulay receipts will b

e given and the amount dnly accounted for
at its conclusion.

This instrument to which strict obedience is

enjoined |
considered as a Cow! Nama,

and authority for administerj

and at its successful conclusion, by the favor of the Almighty, the Meerassee or right of inheri-

Zemindar, and Polygar, shall pe strictly examined
agreeably to establigheq custom,

¥, shall be equitably adjusted,

Given under my hand and seal at Coimbatore,

¥ all whom it may concern, is to be

ng the revenyes during the present war,

tance of the said Zamorin, and of every Rajah,
and justly determined to the rightful inheritor, T o o
Peiscush to be paid to the Honorable Compan

the twenty-seventh, day of September, in the

year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and ninety,

% (Signed) W, MEADOWS,

Governor ang Commander-in- Chief.

L]

FortSt E}eorge, Judicial Consultation, 6th October 1857.
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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 6th October 1857.

No. 30. ORDER THEREON, No. 1276 ; dated 5th October 1857.

It appears from the Rajal’s statement that His Highness, resenting certain slanderous of
disrespectful words uttered concerning him by the Tahsildar of Calicut, who is of a lower. caste,
sued the latter for damages in: the Court of the Moofty Sudder Ameen. The defendant, under
the late ¢ Act (No. X of 1855) to amend the Law"’ of Evidence,” cited the plaintiff' as 2 witness,
and the Moofty has issued a summons, ox rather (though no provision of the kind is made by the
Act except in the case of Gosha females)-a Commission for His Highness' examination.

2. Section X VI of the Act expressly directs that no appeal shall lie from any order of this
nature. The Rajah however has prayed the Civil Court for a reversal of the Moojty's decision,
both on the grouad that His Highness cannot give material evidence in the matter of the suit,
and that the issue of such a commission is derogatory to His Highness’ honour.

3. Mr. Cook, the Civil Judge, in disposing of this petition, observes, that, although it is

the intention of the Government that high personages like the Rajak shall not be required to
appear in Court except on ¢ the most pressing exigency,” yet there is no similar desire to excuse
that he cannot interfere with

Natives of rank from giving their testimony before a Commission ;
the Moofty's order, inasmuch as it is stated therein that the Rajah’s evidence is essential ; and if
the Rajah still considers that his position should exempt him from the operation of these general
rules, he (Mr. Cook) *“ would advise him to address the Government and obtain a specific decla-
¢ ration of the wishes of Government as regards this point,.”

4. The Government are surprised to find an Officer of M., Cook’sJ adicial experience sug-
gesting an appeal to them in a matter for the adjudication of which the law has already provided,
and in which, consequently, they are unable to interfere. The resuls is not without embarrass-
ment. The Rajah, instructed that-the Government may possibly afford him the exemption from
legal process he seeks, has now addressed them to that end. He recounts the several acts of de-
votion to the Company displayed by his ancestors, and is evidently of opinion that the concession
solicited, though of importance to him, will be but an insignificant return for those services. It
rests therefore now with the Government to explain to him the true state of the Law,a duty
swhich should have been performed by the Civil Judge.

5. In closing these remarks, the Government resolve to reques
upon all Civil Judges carefully to watch the proceedings of the lower tribunals,
m.lthority to summon parties to a suit may not be abused in the case, especially of N
dls‘ti“SUiShed rank. There is no appeal from an order passed by the presiding Judge on sucha -
poiat, but those mis-using the power would be liable to severe reprimand, or even graver punish=

ment. . :
6. Resolved to despatch the following letter to the Zamorin Rajah, through the Collector
of Calicut, who will prefix the usual titles. ‘

t the Sudr Udalut to call
in order that the
atives of

(Signed) T. MALTBY,
Acting Chief Secretary-

No. 81, TFrom the Right Honorable the Governor in Council of Fort St. George ; to His
" Highness the Zamorin Rajah of Calicut, dated 5th October 1857, No. 1277.

My Goop FRIEND,

1 have received your address of the 6th September,‘and understand its contents. The
attachment of your family to the Company’s Sirkar is well known to me and highly appreciated.

2. TInregard to the suit you mention, the Law is that the order of the Judge cannot be set
aside ; and the Government does not interfere with the due course of the Law, This is an immu-
table vule. 1

8 Tfitis distasteful to a Plaintiff togive evidence, he is not compelled to do so, but then
his suit will be dismissed. This is not considered unjust, because aceording to the Law, the high--
est personages do not lose in dignity, by giving evidence in.Judicial proceedings.

(Signed) HARRIS.

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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