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No. 73. Read the following letter from W. DOWDESWELL, Esq., Commissioner under
Act XIV of 1857 ; to E. MALTBY, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George, dated Chingleput, 19th August 1857.

SIR,

I have the honor to forward the record of a trial held before me under Act XIV of 1857,

Government, versus Syed Hamed Jellal. !

1. The evidence in this case appears to me to be so ample as to require but little comment.
9. Considering it desirable that the word * Sedition ™ should be clearly explained, so that
it might be seen what acts of the Prisoner come strictly within the definitions of that crime, I
referred to Deacon’s Digest of the Criminal Law, and find under the Head of
¢ What acts amount to sedition, "

“z]1 contemptuous, indecent, or malicious observations upon the person of the King, or his Go«
vernment, whether by writing or speaking, or by tokens, calculated to lessen him in the esteem
of his subjects, to weaken his Government, or to raise jealousies of him amongst the people,
will fall under the notion of sedition.”” It is clear, then, that several of the acts of the Prisoner
were of such a nature, as are classed under the head of sedition.

3. When this Prisoner was first examined befote the Head Assistant Maugistrate, on the
27th July, he stated he did not know the Jemadar Bhaik Boodun, #lies Boodun Saib, or any of
the Sepoys of the Detachment stationed here, In his defence before the Court, he has tried to
qualify this assertion, by explaining that he meant to say; he Wwas not on intimate terms with any
of them ; but this amounts simply to prevarication. It has Beén proved he knew them well, and
moreover used to expound the Mohemedan Scriptures to them:

4. On the same day he wished to make it appear that his enemies must have pul that
manuscript, rélative to the greased Ctartridges, among his papers ; but as no #ne ¢ounld have sup-
posed his house would be searched, no person could have had any object in 8 doing, ; even the
Head Assistant Magistrate hinaself did not know that it would be advidable to search this
Prisoner’s house, till a few minutes before the search was made, and it was done simply because
there was reason to suppose the Prisoner had attended a meeting at night, where Sultan Bux;
and a party from Madras had been present.

5. It has Been cleaily proved no person hdd access to the papers after they were seized,
until they were ¢Xamitied in the presence of the Head Assistant Magistrate, therefore there is
not a shadow of foundation for the statement iitade by the Prisoner:

6. The reason why these papers were deposited in a room in the Rai Mahal, was that they
might be placed in perfeet security, there being at present no Cutchersy for the Head Assistant
Magistrate at this station. The key, also, having been delivered to thé European Jailor, prevents
the possibility of any persons getting access to the papers ; and the seals were all perfect the

next morning.

% The cdntents of the manuscript fitarked A, dppeht 8 form the basis of tnany of thé
seditious reports spread by Pridoner, whi¢h he doubtless embellished with mueh additional

matter of his own invention.

8. It appears to me, that the object of the Prisoner in spreading these seditious and treason-
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able reports, was to creste a feeling of disaflection towards tle British Government ; so that if
]
a disturbance should take place, the Sepoys and othés might decline to assist in quelling it.

Y. The Prisoner was repeatedly warned against criminating himself, and recornmended to
consider well the questions he put to the witnesses, as his irritability led him several times to
make remarks which were so~ungua1-ded, that they would have erimirated himself unless instantly
retracted ; such parts of the evidence as bore against the Prisoner, were pointed out, and he was
informed, that he might offer any explanation he thought proper, and at the same time cautioned
to avoid criminating himself. He therefore had every opportunity of making a defence, could he

have done so.

10. Tt will be seen, that after having dénied that he had ever read any paper in the Court
room of the Principal Stdr Ameen, he voluntarily stated that as those persons did not understand
the Persian language, he interpteted the news to them.

11. Before the Head Assistant Magistrate, after having denied every thing, he put the
following questions to the witness, Shaik Hamed, Sepoy.

Q.—Did 1 tell this voluntarily, or on being asked ?

A.—You told it to any persons who asked you for news.

Q.—Did I not tell it with sorrow ?

A.—No you told it, as if you were vety glad.‘

12. TIn conclusion, I consider it fiy duty to bring to the notice of Government that the
improper conduct of this Prisoner iwas at once brought to my notice by the Principal Sudr
Amecen, and that the Sheristadar of my Court has, in addition to his own heavy duties; spared no
exertions in assisting the Head Assistant Magistrate in conducting the investigation.

13. T must further poifit but that the eonduct of the Jemadar of the Detachment, Khadar
Khan, a Mussulman, appears to entitle lim to much praise,as he evidently took measures to stop
the seeds of sedition being spread among the men by their own Moulavee.

(Signed) W. DOWDESWELL,

Commissioner:

Charge, Treason.

Government, versus Syed Homed Zellal.

Ist. For having from time to time, within the last two months, with a treasonable and sedi=
tious design, wilfully spread false, and scahdalous reports among the Detachment of Veteran
Sepoys quaitered at Chirgleput, such reports accusing the Bengal Government of having ordered
the Sepoys of the Bengal Army to bite cartridges greased with the fat of cows and pigs, thereby

insulting their prejudices of religion and easte, and by these means causing the mutiny in the
Bengal Army.

2nd. For having on the 26th July 1857, a seditiotis inanitseript paper in his possession,

referring to the issue of the above déseribed greaseil cartridges to the Bengal Sepoys, as being the
cause of the mutiny throughout the Bengal Army:

3rdly. For having seditiously and wilfully informed the Veteran Sepoys of the Detachment
at Chingleput, from time to time, within the last two months, that it was the intention of the

——

At

F:m*t St. George, Judicial Consultation, 1st September 1837.

——

Madras Government to cause the Sepoys of the Madras Army to use cartridges greased similarly
to those, which, he had before itiformed them, were the cause of the mutiny in Bengal : thercby
endeavouring to seduce them from their allegianee to the British Govetnment, and duty to the
East India Company, and to incite them to mutiny and disobedience.

Question put to the Prisoner—~You have heard the three charges read over to you ; do you
perfectly understand them all ?

Answer.—1 perfectly understand thienis

Q.—Do you plead guilty or not guilty 4

A.—1 plead not guilty.

e

Nullamootoo, Havildar of the detachment of Invalids stationed at Chingleput.
1 know the Prisoner Syed Hamed Zellal ; he passes through the Sepoy lines morning afid

tvening, as he goes to and returns from Court. He frequently speaks to the Sepoys. 1have seen
% D, . - -

him speaking with the Havildar Sheik Boodun; alias Boodun Sahib, as he was passing in the
street, at different times when they happened to meet: 1 therefore know they are acquainted

with each other.

The Prisoner states he has no qiestions to ask,

Jemadar Khadur Khan.

I know the Prisoner Syed Homed Zellal, hé occasionally talks to different Sep-oys.
{ know that the Havildar Sheik Boodun is acquaintéd with the Prisoners 1 hearfl from Havildar
Sheik Boodun, alias Boodun Sahib, that Prisoner had read the newspapers to him. It was .cur-‘.
rently reported that the Prisoner used to read newspapers to different persons. The Havll'dar
Sheik Boodun, alias Boodun Sahib, informed ine; the Prisoner Syed Hamed Zellal hac-l receWe.d
news, that five Regiments of the Bengal Army had revolted, or mutinied, and .had killed their
Officers, and robbed the Treasuty, and had gone to Delhi, and joined the opp.osxte Party (mean-
ing persons opposed to Government). There wa# a report in the lines, that this mutm)t had bee'u
caused by the Sepoys being told to bite cartridges greased with the fat of co-ws and pigs. This
report was also eurrent in the Town, and I reported this to the C.-onjmandmg Officer. There
was a yumour in the Bazar that the two Native Battalions at Trichinopoly wfere prepared .m
mutiny. * I do not know how this report got into cireulation; but suspect the Prisoner spread it:

The Prisoner states he has fio questions to ask.

e e —

Sheik Homed, a Bepoy:

I knotv the Prisoner Syed tiamed Zellal, he is a résidetit 6f Chinglepiit; T have seen him at
different timés bring newspapers to the Sepoy lines, and read the news openly. I have seen him
talking to Sheik Boodun, aliss Boodun Sahib, the Havildar; and reading the newspaper to him.
I heard the. Prisoner mention that cartridges greaséd with the fat of the forbidden animal (pig)
and the cow, had been given to the Bengal Sepoys; who had refused to put them to their mouths,
(i. e. to bite them) ; and on the Officers endeavoring to make them do so, the Sepoys had turned
agaist their Officers, and killed them ; that five Regiments had thus mutinied, and plundered the
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Treasury, and had gone to join the Mogaly army, i € that of the King of Delhi ; and that the

same description of cartridges were about 10 be given to the Madras troops. I heard him say

this 2 or 3 times. The Havillar Boodun Sahib used to ask Prisoner for the news, and the Prisoner

papers, the manuscript market A, now before the Court bearing reference to cartridges given to
the Sepoys in Bengal. 1 immediately presented it to the Head Assistant Magistrate wh

used to stop, and if he had a newspaper he would read it, if not he would verbally report the yighel Seee B s .
Lews. The Sepoys were frightened at the report that those cartridges were to be given to the

if that were done, they would be obliged to leave the Army. This Prisoner

At the desire of the J udge, about a month or so ago, I requested the Prisoner to send the

Madras Army;, a8
) newspapers he had lately received to the Judge, who wished to see them. He promised to send

explains religion to the Sepoys;
greased cartridges a few days (it may be about ten, 1do not remember exactly) before Sultan

or any person who seeks information. He mentioned about th
M e U p
them to the Judge's house. He, not having done so for a week, 1 was again desired by the Judge

to request the Prisoner to send him the newspapers; and T again requested the Prisoner to do

Buksh was arrested. :
so; and he promised to send them that day. Sonie days afterwatds, he produced one newspaper

N.B.—The Prisoner declines asking any question, except who tutored you to give evidence which the Judge requested the Prisoner totread in the Hindoostanee language. ~ As this Prisoner’
v TS

me 2 which question 18 not allowed to be put style of reading was unintelligible, the J udge had the paper read by the Moonshee, Mohamed

against
The Prisoner is informed that he asked certain questions of this witness before the

Head Assistant Magistrate, and is now asked if he wishes to put them again; he declines.

Ismail, in Hindoostanee; as that paper did not contain the news the Judge wished to hear, 1 was
directed to take the paper to the Principal Sudr Ameen, and ask if that was the paper to which
he had referred, when in cottversation with the Judge. The Principal Sudr Ameen desired his
Head Writer to examine the paper, and he said that the news to which the Principal Sudr Ameen

————
had referred, was in manuscript and not in print.

Kistna Row, Peishtars
There was a bazar feport that the troops at Trichinopoly Were in a state of excitement
’

1 was present when the Prisoner’s house was examined on the day Sultan Buksh was arrest-
ed. I sawall his papers carefully carried to the Fort, and delivered them to the Court Sherista-
dar as directed. 1 showed them to Mr. Tod, the Head Assistant Magistrate. No person on the

they having heard of the mutiny in Bengal. There was another report that the troops at the
Mpunt }?ad been disarmed, and the Treasury at Cuddapah had been plundered. These reports
were quite current in the bazaar. On the Judge mentioning that he had heard there were re-
ports abotit the troops, &c., in cifculation in the bagaat 1 mientioned the above reports as being
talked of by different people. Who cireulated them; T do not know.

road touched those papers: 1 know nothing more-
The Prisoner states he has no questions t0 ask,

M H . - \ "y
I have examired all the newspapers that tere found, and nothing 13 mentioned in them to

chow the troops at Trichinopoly had revolted ; neither is there any thing to show that there were

Post Office Writer, N arrainiengat

1 know the Prisotier Syed Hamed Jallaul now before the Court. During the last two months, any grounds for saying the Madras troops were to have the greased cartridges objected to.

this Prisoner has been in costant correspondence with parties at Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Porte
5

Novo, Cuddalore, Triplicane, and Madras, and occasionally Wallajabads

Prisoner states he has no questions t0 asks
Davarumba Moodelly, Heud Writer in the Principtl Sudr Ameen's Court.

1 know the Prisoner Byed Homed Jallal 3 he isa Gomastah of the Court, translates the
~ Persian Calendars, &e. ; abuut 50 days ago, he came to the Prineipal Sudr Ameén’s Court room

—————

Narasimmtoloo Naidoo, Sheristadar of the Court.
the Principal Sudr Ameen Was not present, and on ore of the sérvants dsking him the news

In conséquence of the Head Assistant Magistrate not having an 3 4
g any person acquaifited widk he produced a paper; 1 think it was a wtitten pap,er,rbut aim ot quite sure; ahd began to read

Tindoostanee, to assist him 12 looking through a mass of papers, 1, and the Persian Goomastah
. were directed by the Judge to assist the Head Assistant Magistrate. g

about the wars in Bengal. He read three accounts of the mutiny; and murders at different
places in Bengal, and that the Rebels had got possession of vertain stations; and mentioned that

1 th ' 3 : 3
saw the bundles of papérs biought to the Fort by the Police Peishkar, and by directions of mutinies were about to occur at other places. J donot refneifiber exactly, whether he men

the Head Assistant Magistrate, and with the consent of the Judge, 1 caused them to be sealed
' : : u
and lodged in a room 1nt the Rai Mahal. This was on Siindiy, the 26th July, I delivered th Ps
bundles o sealet; the next morning; to the Head Assistant Magistrate, Direetly the papers =
were

tioned the cause of these mitiniés having occtirred ; he further mentioned something about
Trichinopoly, either that the Troops had nutinied, or were about to mutiny. He said something
also about Hyderabad, that the Nizam had ordered all the Troops that rEceive(i pay from hi:x
should come within his Territories. Meaning into the service of his own country (i. e. his
own personal service). 1 reported this to the Principal Sudr Ameen. The Principal Sudr
Ameen directed me to go to the Prisoner’s house, with the Duffadar of the Court, to ask him for
the paper which bore reference to the Troops at Trichinopoly. Prisoner informed me he had

sealed up in the cloths, they were placed in the room. The key was delivered to the Jail
' v A R or
There was & giatd en the steps leading to the room where these papers were deposited 1

. 3 o @ R . b}' des') 'é bt tht\ Head Ass1sia11 II g- 1 " r I ] ” ]
vd‘es m hls pi‘eSEIlce! an :

papers. 1 found among theni some newspapets in the Persian language, and inside one of the not got it, he had sent it to some Mussulman, and then said all the places that he had said weie

captured by the mutineers, had been re-taken by the British Troops, and that he could not re-
member that there was any news in the papers about the, Trichinopoly Troops. This is all I

M"’:—A/ [ AL 4, { W%
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know, L only mentioned the news about Trichinopoly to the Principal Sud
rest had no reference to our Presidency. ude Ameen, as the

The Prisoner states he has no questions to ask.

e e

Govind Naik, a peon of the Jail.
I know the Prisoner; I have seen him talking with the Havildar Boodun Sahib of th
of the De-

tachment, now in arrest; four or five times. One day Prisoner brought some Gate

talked in Hindustanee tc this Havildar, when on Jail guard. I On:e sa hPﬂPers .m his hand,
to this Prisoner at his, Prisoner’s, house ; this was about 20 days ago I“(Vl ¥ Havﬂ»dar talking
dustanee. 1 only know a few words. o 0 not undertand Hin-

Prisoner states he has no questions to ask.

Mohamed Ismail, Court Moonshee.

1 know thg Prisoner; 1 was directed to assist the Sheristadar, in examini :
which T was told belonged to the Prisoner. Inside one of the Newspa ergu'l-ng tertain papers,
was found, and I read it to the Sheristadar, It bore reference to thepw;;,:- ? k. e
cartridges on account of which the mutiny had occurred. The docum‘mltn Tfaiiggl’ and to
<ed A, now

shown me, is the same document.

Prisoner states he has no questions to ask:

Havildar Pudmanappa Naidoo.

I know the Prisoner, I saw him one day about 20 days or so, a
o'clock, reading a paper to the Sepoys at the Barrack guard ; he was ; eaf‘o, bf tween 3 and 5
gnd mutiny in Bengal, and about cmjtridges, he said the mutiny was cause;ng ajout the wars,
having been greased with fat, which was hurtful to their feelings, viz. th vy the cartridges
cow. He did not speak out diréctly, but spolee so as to make us believ'E, tl: :f the pig, and
ame eartridges

would be given to the Madras Army.

Prisoner states he has no questions to ask.,

Annasawmy Moodelly, Writer in the Principal Sudr Ameen's Court
ourt.

'I know thelprisoner Syed Honied Jallal, he translates the Calendars, &
Persian. About a month and a half ago; about 4 past 8 ». M., this Pri » &e., of the Court inty
and 'produced a Written paper from which ke read*a list of the plades thsonler o oo Carg |
mutineers in Béiigal, and those plades which were likely to be taken an?lt 1ad been taken by the
troops werein a stgte of mutiny. He also said the Troops at Tl‘ic}’xino tr‘ose places where the
mence a mutifiy. This is all 1 hieard, as I went to drink wate‘r;. POY Were about to coms

Question—By the Prisonet.

s it not customary when people receivé newspapers, in different la
news to each other ? nghages, to report the

Answer.—I do not know about newspapers, the paper the Prisoner read was o
. k a B2 85
: Prisoner here volurtarily remarks, that as these persons do not unders rulteii paper,
language, he interpreted the newi to them: stand the Persian
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Allagherry Sawmy, @ lame Naigue.

1 know the Prisoner Syed Hamed Jallal ; about one month ago, the Prisoner came from
the Hospital to the Barrack Guard about 5 P. M., and told us that he had got Delhi news. He
then said that greased cartridges had been given to the Battalions in Bengal, and they refused to
use them, and other Battalions were ordered to guard them; but all these Battalions joined to-
gether, and mutinied, and went to Delhi, and put the King of Delhi on the Guddee, and that all
the minor Rajahs and Nabobs, &c., were about to attack the British Government. Considering
this Prisoner’s report as being against the Government whose salt I was eating, (i. e. in whose
service I am,) I reported this to the Havildar, and the Havildar reported it to the Jamadar, who
reported it to the Commanding Officer.

The Prisoner said, the reason why the Sepoys refused the cartridges, was because they were
greased with the fat of pigs and cows.

The Prisoner did not say distinetly, that similarly greased cartridges would be given to the
Madras Troops ; but by his remarks we were led to believe such cartridges would be given to the
Madras Army, of course We Sepoys, were therefore much alarmed ; and I considered it would be
improper if 1 concealed this from the Commanding Officer.

Question by Prisoner.— ‘What are the names of the other Sepoys?

A.—AsT do not remember the exact day; or what particular men were for guard that day,
I cannot tell.

Prisoner has no further questions to puts

P————

Prisoner's Defence.

Q.—You have heard the evidence for the prosecution. What defence do you make to the

1st charge ? \
A.—I never took any newspaper of letter to the Principal Sudr Ameen’s Court room, or to
the Sepoys, to read the news; but when people asked me, or talked about the mutiny in Bengal,

I told them what news 1 had heard.

Q.—You have heard the evidence against

your defence ?
A.—1 know hothing about the paper relating to the greased cartridges; 1 never saw it till

1 before the Head Assistant Magistrate. 1 told the Head Assistant Ma-

hand writing, and I did nét know how it came among 1y papers.

charge. What have you to gay in

you on the 2nd charge. What have you to say in

it was shown to me whe
gistrate that it was not in my

Q.—You have heard the evidénce against you on the 3rd
your defence ?

A.—The evidence
the sort.

It is explained to the Pri
to offer explanation on any point that bears agal

Remarks by the Prisoner.—The Mahomedan Sepoys who hive giveu' evidence cannot be
looked on as true Mussulmen, as only those persons can be true Mussulmen, who read their
prayers ; but as these persons do not read their prayers, their evidence ought not to be taken.

Q.—Before the Head Assistant Magistrate, you stated you did not know the Havildar Sheik
Boodun, alias Boodun Sahib, or any of the Sepoys, and that you could sweal to that. Do you
wish to offer any explanation regarding that ?

A—When I said I did not know the Havildar or Sepoys, 1 meant to say; that they were
ot my friends, that is, they did not cotne to eat at my house; nor did I go to eat at theirs.

against me for the 3rd charge is all false. I never did or sdid any thing of

soner that he need not criminate himself, and that he ig at liberty
uist him; or not, as he may think proper.

(Signed) W. DOWDESWELL,
Commissioner; under Act XIV of 1857.

e T Sl
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A.
Translation of the manuscript, found among the papers belonging to Syed Homed Jallal Saib,
English news, 16th May 1857.

It appears that there is a great disorder in the Bengal Army. On the 28rd April, Colonel
B. Smith ordered the cartridges to be bitten, the Sepoys refused to do so (a portion here is un-

intelligible). On the following day; they at first intimated that they would agree to use them
(Cartridges) ; but when the Officers, came and gave them orders to do so, they fired their
muskets at their Officers, in consequence of which some were killed ; afterwards that one
Battalion was disbanded, Bengal, 6th May. The 7th Regiment followed the example of Ben-

gal, Oude, 9th May. For increase of pay, one Battalion fought, and was disbanded, Bengal do,
Delhi, regarding biting or using the cartridges.

(True Translation.)

(Signed) W, DOWDESWELL,
Commaissioner,

e ——

N. B.—This document is not clearly or fully dfawn out, it appearsa sort of Memo,
which a narrator may enlarge upon ; and the dates of place and month given to vouch for the

correctness of any thing he may say,
(Signed) W. DOWDESWELL,
Commissioner.

B

Prosecutor, Govetnment, versus Prisoner Syed Homed Zellal,

The Commissioner having carefully considered all the evidence for the Prosecufion,
tind heard what the Prisoner had to say in his defence, finds the Prisoner Syed Homed Zellal
guilty of all the charges; and sentences hiim to 7 years imprisonment, with hard labor in irons, un<
der Section I, Act XIV of 1857, at such place as the Right Honorable the Governor in Council
may deem fit,

Ciintabai Cohes L e
17th Augast. ? ; Commissionet, under Act XIV of 1857.
(Ttue Copy.)
(Signed) W. DOWDESWELL,
Commissioner,
No. T4

Onrpef TnEreox, No. 1127 ; dated st September 1857

In this letter the Commissioner reports the result of & trial held before him. A prisoner
named Syed Hamed Jellal; was committed by the Head Assistart Magistrate on three charges of
sedition and treason, and being found guilty of all the charges,

was sentenced to 7 years imprison-
ment with hard labor in irons, at such place as the Governor in Couneil may deem fit,

The Government direct that, until further orders, this Prisoner is to be kept in confinement
without hard labor. ’

(Sighed) I MALTBY,
Acting Chief Secretary.

Exd. H. Morgan.
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