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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 27th January 1857.
No. 41. Read the following letter from W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Magistrate of Malabar ;
to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, dated
Sultan’s Battery, Wynaad, 15th January 1857, No. 5.
SIR, :

1. In continuation of my letter, dated 5th Instant, T have the honor to forward, with a fur-
ther communication* from the Joint Magistrate of Cochin, translations
of Depositions taken from certain individuals connected with the Cases
therein reported.

® Dated 10th Instant, No. 14,

2. 'There seems no doubt that a murder has been committed on the Six Islands by certain
Mopla Coolies removed clandestinely and under false representation by Captain R. Rodriguez
from the coast on various occasions and caused by the brutal treatment of the murdered Mana-
ger himself. The actual murderers are not yet in custody.

3. 'The statements further shew that a number of coolies still remains on these Islands re-
moved under similar circumstances and distinetly aver that they are exposed to the same cruelty
and brutality. I would therefore respectfully, but earnestly recommend that the Government of
Mauritius be urged to have these Islands visited and examined by humane and trustworthy per-
sons, who are untainted by the demoralizing effect of a trade in human labor, their condition as-
certained and their grievous circumstances ameliorated, or the individuals themselves released.

4. In the mean time every endeavour is being made to bring Captain Roman Rodriguez,
who is a Manilla Captain, and in all probability has been directly connected with the Slave Trade,
as practised in the Eastern Seas, within the reach of the law, and to punish him with its utmost
rigour; but it will be observed that atleast in one case the embarkation took place within the
limits of the Travancore Country, and in such cases, I fear the law of the Company’s Territories
will not reach him.

5. 1 bring the case the more prominently before the Government as I find that under the
protection of the French Authorities at Mahé, an organized system of exporting Coolies from
Malabar is going on. Two ships are at this moment loading there with Coolies for Bourbon, on
board which some 30 or 40 Coolieshave been inveigled. I requested the assistance of the Go-
vernor of Mahé to prevent the transaction and begged him that the men belonging to the Com-
pany’s Territory might be landed but he replies that he has referred the matter to his Govern-
ment and the men are still on board, if not already sailed.

6. Some of the erimps are in custody and the enquiry is being proceeded with.

From E. CULLIN, Esq., Joint Magistrate of Cochin; to W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting
Magistrate of Malabar, dated Cochin, 10th January 1857, No. 14.
SIR,

I have the honor to transmit herewith
Copy u(‘Supplemcntn!’_I)e;u)sitiou of John Peter, Butler, taken on  the Depositions noted in the margin C()nt
CO‘;)';" 3;'3)‘:;;‘,22;:;31113?iliﬂppoo. gtk da. nected with the Case of the Indian labour-
Do. of ~do,  of Prusina, 10th Jo. ers who returned from the Six Islands to

the Coast per “Alexander Auguste.”

2. The following apprchensions have up to this date been made.
Men. Women.

Cochin

Tangacherry

Travancore

5

3. I shall continue to exert myself to the utmost to have as many of the party as possibie
apprehended.

4. 1 beg to repeat the request conveyed to you in a former letter, that vou will favor me
with advice and instructions as to the manner in which Captain Roman Roedriguez should be
o 4 AR L Wi A8

dealt with, I mean under what Aet and by whom he should be tried. I am aware that Act X1V
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of 1839 vests certain powers in a M ristrate or Justice of the | bu not certain that
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the Act quoted is applicable to the present Case I
g : - . t WOuld H ~
ample, if Captain Roman Rodriguez could be committed foll')e tri‘:,‘;h, : P the sake of e
not ﬁ.nd any Act or I?egl}latlon to justify such a Proceeding, it to a H. shey Court, hut | can-
Rodriguez may have infringed existing Statutes express| L ible it Captain Roman
Britain for the prevention of the Slaye. Trade. The Cg;l 18'1? :
. diti

Islands appears to have bordered closely on that of Slaves

(True Copy.)

(Signed) w, ROBINsON,
Aeting Magistrate,

Deposition of JOHN PETER taken, under dat 9t}
of Cochin, N lJanuary

1’857, before the Joint Magistrate

I have been for two years the Steward of the Vesse] «
period the Vessel has 5 times visited Cochin and taken her g
ochAsiOIl we shipped 9 men, 8 women and 2 children, on anoth
again 2 men; ‘ and on an?ther ocecasion we shipped some 9or 10
serves me, 3 tlmes_Captam R. Rodriguez visiteq the Six Islandspemons as far as my Tecollection
landefl the men shipped at Cochin. They were a]] talen i " and twice Mauritius, where I
occasion. M at night, | went with them on e Ie

Further there is an Island. called “Kallsal,f" whither Captain R 3 5
oo ke o e 1y g RGeS i, it
we lay off this Island at anchor, T e, Who visiteg the ship on an oc:::iolx:lf::?:- 0lf

ich

+ Sic in origine,

1 Wi;s t?]td ttll:q: tt:lle per_iozll 0;" their contract hag eXpired; and thyy g,
nusery, despite that the period of their servitude h - at they :
ad expired, Y Were kept in great

S;
(b 'gnature of JON PETER,

ation, )

(Signed) . ROBINSON
= e Aetin o
D(-l)OSition of BJ\PPOO, I\Tusguhnan’ son DfABDERMAN g Magi!trafe.
of Kaydamook at Trevandrum in Travanco » aged 26
i g : -
chin, on the 9th January 1857. mt Magistrate of Co-

About 3 years ago the Kat Syrang (Pilot) in :
on board the ship of Captain Roman. I liveZl indlll(c:[(;;l: .Wlth 8 other men and 4 females ¢
names of my companions were Trikoonavaykaren COOD}I:’ ’}Pm’t of the town of Cochin ("I‘ﬁo
Ahmod of Tellicherry, Ausep of Cochin and 4 o} ol an inhgb; iy
female named Bonee, an inhabitant of Allepey,
child, Anna and Maria, both of Cochin, and anot

re, taken befoye th{e;(r:’ a Cooly, inhabitant

whether we were good workers, We were t d (the peq 1
Boat which was to take us on board the ship,o tll:ee tSaky::nto Maumius_ £T the’e) e
I think the females were paid at the same. rate, but [
About the 16th day after our departure, the Vessel re
where we were landed.

The Captain had told us that we would be kept only one
reaching the Islands the Captain wrote out an agreement by w}{-e: When we e‘“ba'ked, but on
work there for 3 years, and he desired us to affix our Signatme;ct We were tq bind ourselyes to
engage to work there for 3 years he altered the “terms of the 5 S b our objecting to
agreement some of us affixed our signatures, but others would g;Zimem t0 2 years, and to this
made us over to a Gentleman by name Bishmear, who superintendgo . The Captain then
together with the aforesaid paper of agreement which we had signeq. the work on ghe Islands,

ached the Islands called « iy Islands™

-
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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 27th January 1857.

‘When we arrived on that Island}x there were then 18 Coolies from Malabar working there.

After the lapse of six months Captain Roman came there again and brought 10 more Malabar
Coolies in his ship, whom he landed there. The new comers were Moideen Cooty of Chowghaut,
Moideen, Cooty Caliph and Coonhamod of Velliangode, a Nair by name Krishna, inhabitant of the
northerm part of Kodoongaloor, a Christian by name John Karoo and 6 other Tears and Christians
whose names I do not know. Ten men in all came. They likewise were set to work there.

Besides all these, there were 30 or 40 Caffers working there at the time of our arrival at the
Islands. I heard that some of these Caffers were imported from Africa by Captain Roman with,
and others without, the knowledge of the Authorities. Five days after our arrival there, a vessel
belonging to Captain Gerard, commanded by another Captain, touched the Islands. Some of the

aforesaid Caffers took their passage in her and went to Mauritius. \

We were employed on the Island in clearing jungles, cleaning cocoanuts, felling trees, &c.

A year after our arrival Mr. Bishmear left the Island and was succeeded by another Gentleman.
This new Superintendent when dissatisfied with our work, used us ill. He would tie us up to
the wooden post on which the bell is suspended and flog us with the rope’s end and put our feet in
chains and lock the fetters. If we represented that we were sick, he would feel our pulse and
then make us lie down on the ground ; cbver us with dry cocoanut leaves and set them on firec.
Unable to bear the pain of the burning, we would get up and jump into the sea. He would then
have us caught, and saying that we were feigning sickness, have us flogged again. If the women
did not work he had their children carried out and exposed in the sun, while the women them-
selves were put in chains and flogged. Within the 9th and 10th day after child-birth, a woman
was forced to work and was in the habit of making females climb on the roof of houses to thatch
them. On one occasion the Gentleman struck me and I ran away and cqnc?aled myself f'n the
jungle. I was however caught, tied and brought back and 25 lashes were inflicted on me in the
presence of the Gentleman, who himself counted the lashes. He further forced ali the Malabar.
labourers, to the number of 40, each to strick cne lash on the back and the same he .causec_l to be
done by the 30 and odd Caffers who were then on the Island. ; 1 was then put in chains for
25 days. When I recovered from the effects of this treatment, the 'w.lfe of the Gentleman &used.me
to be released. When the Gentleman disappeared I made enquiries and learnt that he had died.

Ten days after my release from the above imprisonment Captain Roman's ship touched that
Island and he came on shore. We then told him he must take us .b'f\ck to Malabar.. Even
before that when the Captain came there, as he was in the habit of doing every 4 or 5 months,
we used to entreat him to do so. The Captain now promised to take us back. : VVhen'vm had
asked him before, he told us that 2} years only of our period of semt.ude having exp'n'ed, we
should wait six months longer. On the last occasion that the Captafn came, he shipped in
Cocoanut Oil for Mauritius. On his return from thence, we begged him to take us on board,
when the Captain and the Crew said that they had come thex.'e on purpose to take us home. We
then said that, ** That is right” and lifted up our handsin ‘thanksgiving to God.  On former
occasions of Captain’s visits there, we used to complain to him that the Gefmtleman who was then
on the Island was in the habit of flogging us, and then for 2 or 3 days, or nll' the departure of the
vessel from the harbour, the Gentleman would not ill use us, and the Captain used _then to pro-
mise us that the Gentleman would not again ill treat us. But as soon as the Captain was gone,

the Gentleman was in the habit of again flogging us.

The Captain paid us (the men) 9£ (or 6} Rupees of the current rate of thfe place,) to the
women he paid at £7 each on account of our wages. When our wages were being settled, the
lady called over our names and the Captain gave us ocur wages. Our full_ arrears’ were not
discharged, the Captain promising that the balance of our wages would be paid at Cochin, as he
had 1o money in hand at the time. The Captain demanded our passage money at the rate of 5
Rupees each, and Moideen Cootty of Chowghaut, who acted as our Chief, collected the amount
from us and paid it to Captain Roman. Captain Roman made us swear by Allah and the Prophet
that they would not tell these circumstances to any one, either that we have been taken on board
the ship to the Island or the fact of our landing again at Kayamkollom. The Captain caused all
of Mussulman faith to take the oath to us on Voard the ship,  We were subsequently put in a
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munjee at the Kayamkollom Bar and thus got ashore

dren, were thus landed at Kayamkollom. T persons, exclusive of chil-

Some time previons to the decease of the said Gentle
to endure the cruelty of the Geentleman got into a munjee mé(ilﬂ,
oy v P 1 . an
go. We heard from Captain Roman and the Crew of his v 15
esse

? Co.olies and a woman unable
et sail, not knowing whither to

A Caffer from the Six Islands told us that Captain Roma tl}:a; they had reached Mauritius
: n had. taken :

bar and left them i 1
AR I wiltr}ll ::1::nt2erfItsllzmlsI in the ocean. The said Caffer fei i 55 men from !Mala-
CNPEALE SRD ((; e z{labar people and he again embarked teen on that Island and
bt sl 3 Iauded it fhe Six. dedeninsi s o RTINS 0 be taken to Mauritius
ius, fearing that he (the Caffer) might divulge all these Ix)na:xt1 5 aat lae fo ke o t(:
ers to th

He told me the name of
e of tl 5 i
i e e Island. It belongs to Captain Gerard, but 13 e Authorities there,
My Deposition has been read over to me and it is correct ’ 0 not recollect its name
, rect. ame.

Mark of BAPPOO.

Taken before me this 9th day of January 1857

(Signed) E. CULLIN, Joint

(True translation,) Magistrate,

(Signed) W.
ROBINSON, Acting Magistrate.

Deposition of PRUS
31 ) VUSINA .
s o s ,t;l]ilg}{)tel of Thoma, Christian, aged 21 years, 1
e )u; ™ s taken before the Joint Magistrate of Cuclu'fl ‘-l‘s,t h.aborcr, inhabitant of
About 2 or 21 years ago Ka 4. ' ; on the 10 e
oot e 2 Roniﬁl y t’Sm;mg and Kachno Cuanhen took me fr th January 1857,
lady in the Mauritius, and til )? told el wgp going to become a °:0m {pehin.on board
M: a wet-nurs i
3 yearsand that I wt;uld be at-d should have to take care of it, that I t]“ursc to the child of 5
These assurances w: fi paid at the rate of 3 Rupees monthl hould remain there for
se assurances were afterv iter: ; Ui ‘
S ST, e var:ls re.lterated by Captain Roman whr;:n ;lth board and }
RS ke e e s, Iy se]f' included, were also taken on I got on board the Shin
iR ’ 1; omise of employing them as Coolies in tl IV‘ oard from Cochin 1p.
per mensem pér he e i ’
'\h)idcu: Ki})crth a:I' dI and the woman, Anna, had each of u s
Moldee aotha Moideen, Monhian Chok LR .
Ahmod and tw ; an Chokrs, Coonjeria, a Christi .

l o others w! a, a Christ (i PRECP,
P fema;: whose names I do not know, males, as vlvallli Krishnen Nair, Jaufkcl’x
country. On the 17th (;' ‘“'ef the individuals who were c-(mv,e\el : las oys 5 Axna, Maris

. - o : (c v'vC on 3 3 aiaria,

desired us to land, we objzctcd i:dvoia?h‘-n touched at Six Islands '_[)‘(}):lr (é‘ i s
: e and asked him why we f ¢ Laptain Rom;

an then

Lonth were |« d _
Captain Roman then threatened to kill us, tie a st t ey e tiate mistead of ¢
o 2 5 one to us
0 A us s
to land, so'we landed, accompanied by Captain Rom l;nd drown us in the seajf f
an, and wer fA 1L we refused
e b 1SC(

Bresmier, the Gentl i
e eman w ori
cutting o’r clipping dry c: o SR mds qle works at Six Islands )’&;m handed over to a Mr.
LT St g c‘oauutg li‘or the oil mill, twisting coir y. ewere employed then in
. ne year, Mr, Bresmier and his lady left th arn and clearing ;

e ¢ e plac w3 earing jungle, &e
was filled by Monsieur Heque who came with his I;ifeelfOI the Mauritius and soon :fger }f{lc, &e.

ere, 18 post

and treated with severity, even si very h work w,
rity, even sickness J heavy work
procured for us 1 Gl Lo Tas CRacked of g
10" considerat] ed of us
ration,

odging,

. All were
tius at the rate of 3 Ry .

a young child, Jana b

he Mauritius.

were placed in chains, we w |
ple 1 chains, we were be .
s aten, our food kept from us, rice and millet dI e
et or Indi
an corn only

was given to us to eat and wi s
two small Islands sep dl‘?‘thout e . e
' = sl eparated from the other, and when we first landed et i bl
1§ 7 1 9 1 Y . 3 i : : c
them 18 Malabar Coolies of different Castes on the Island. Ther we a:ISlX e s
. cwere also 16 Caffers
semployed

(‘oolies here.
as

Qiv Nr eave g ] H‘ W ] i 1 i
S1X Or seven months a er. our ﬁl‘.'t &‘.Tl'l\'ﬂ‘ on ]l(_‘ I\'"l d an 1
ti sian ac

Bogmiary ‘ aptam e ' |
esmier, H < 1{()\" AL came h e lld ]) 0“{ }lt \Vlth ] n | . ‘ \
. b oLes Irom 1“1 l
a0a nul“(’(l
. ()l)lh(‘ll

K rishnen and Janaken Bandary.

When Monsieur Ieque came as Overseer on the Island he sent 16 N
o i o1 > X - - - 1 ‘ | l l , i : : ‘ p .
abhove said two little Islands to plant out the place (with Cocoanut t ) o g 5
ore i | sland P (witl 8 rees) and perf
they were supplied with rice and other articles. Iach Saturday Monsi 5 s

3o S TR X : S - SALNsIey - : W i
habit of visiting the Island in a Manchoo (beat) to sce how work was e

*k wWas progressine
progressimg.  He used to

[ lived in a hut close by

gta after Lrealkf: at F i
seart after Lreakfast and would return by i o'clock in the evening
. Y : : (:.
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Mr. Heque's house occupied by his servant. Esteven kept me (as his mistyess). 1 was in the
habit of going often to his lady, pat and play with her children, and take them up. About a
month or a month and half beforewe gotaway from the Island one Saturday aswas hiscustom, M.
Heque, after mustering the coolies, went in a Manchoo (boat) to inspect the works in the two lit-
tle Islands. The boat was rowed by Velloo and Vellayodam that afternoon, but Mr. Heque who
usually returned at 4 o'clock did not appear evenat 6 p. M. His wife (Mrs. Heque) therefore sent
the aforesaid Esteven and 4 Caffers in a boat in search of him in the said Islands, somewhat latein
the night they returned to Madam Heque and Esteven reported that they found the western Island

the boat-sail in which Mr. Heque had gone dragged on the shore by the Malabar coolies and left

there, that when he inquired for Mr. Heque, oneof the Malabar coolies, Moideen Cootty by name,
a Native of Chowghaut, aided by others made at him (Tsteven) with threats of beating him,

that they actually beat him and pelted him with stones, one of which hit his forehead and wounded
him. He (Esteven) chowed the blood flowing from the part. Esteven and the Caffers also said
that from all they had seen they feared that the coolies must have made away with Mr. Heque.
When Madam Heque heard, she cried very bitterly and was greatly grieved and fearing that the
coolies would also come up to the house and ill-treat her, the lady with myself and her children
took refuge in the house of a Tailor Maistre and his wife, inhabitants of Mauritius, and locked
ourselves in one of the rooms of the house for the night. Next morning after day-break, whien
Moideen opened the door then we saw all the Malabar Coolies, headed by the abovesaid Moideen
Cootty, assembled in the Verandah of the house. Moideen Cootty and Poothen Kristnen were
in the Verandah. The Madam then went up to and fell on their feet of Moideen
ry hard for the sake of God not to injure her, a poor de-
them to return to Malabar by the first ship that should

come to the Island. The Madam then handed over the keys of the rice godown to Moideen Coo'tty
and desired that he should see the rice issued to the coolies and sent the Maistry along w1.th him.
Moideen Cootty and the Maistry with Poothen Kristnen then went and issued out rice and

Moideen Cootty looked after the cutting of dry cocoanut, &c.
1 came and anchored off the

A month and half after this ocenxrence, Captain Roman's vesse
Islands. He landed and came to see Madam, to his enquiry after Mr. Heque, he received reply
that the Malabar coolies had murdered him. Almost immediately and while Captain Roman was
still seated in the house, the Malabar coolies with sticks and other weapons in their hands, came
to the house and surrounded him. When Moideen Cootty asked the Captain whether he was prepared

lied that as he had clandestinely brought them

to send them to Malabar, Captain Roman rep
Government, he could not remove them other-

out the knowledge of the Company’s
all numbers at a time, and would take fouror five of them back on each trip. This
who insisted that all the Malabar coolies should be taken at

once and immediately. Captain Roman promised to do so. Moideen Cootty then demanded s
the Captain should settle their arrears of pay. Captain Roman then sent his hat as a sign to his
Mate, who came ashore with the box, then he (Captain Roman) paid the coolies, giving the meu

and

seated on tvro chairs
(ootty and Kristnen, and prayed them ve
fenceless woman, and promised to permit

away and with

wise than in sm
offer was refused by Moideen Cootty,

each at the rate of 10£ and to the women at the rate of 7£, Captain Roman then enjoining on us
strict silence on the circumstance of his having brought the coolies and landed them on the Island
or taken back, and he then embarked all the coolies with the exception of 6 men, a{:d 3 women
on poard the Schooner. On the 13th day of the voyage these men were landed at Kayangolom.
About a year before the above oceurrence, owing to the cruelty of Monsieur Heque, six men
and one woman had contrived to escape from the Island in an open boat to the Mauritius, and i
heard Captain Roman state that on their arrival there they had preferred a complaint against him
to the Authorities there. The Sailors of Captain Roman'’s Sl—lip have told us that their Master
had brought other coolies from Malabar and landed them at Kalka and Soramom, two Islands iv
the ocean, 2 distance of about 3 days’ vayage from the Six Islands, they did not mention to us the
exact number of these coolies. Ooshalaya, and not Anna, is the woman who I said had a child.

5 G Signature of PRUSINA.

is 10th day of Janua 7.
before me this 10th day ry (Signed) E. CULLIN,
Joint Magistrate.

Taken

(True translation.)
(Signed) W. ROBINSON,

Acting Magistrate
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ORDER THEREON, No. 105; dated 23y
Forwarded to the Honorable Company’s Actin
Consultation of the 22nd. Instant, . No. 88,

‘<

d January 1857,
g Solicitor, in reference to Extract Minutes

(Signed) T, PYCROFT,
‘ Chief Secretary. -

g,

e
P’
3 T

23

s .
/’ 774

7O 20 fevsbs o s ATZ

G At Totiic e o acke.

“emce & T F B 0% okt s

= ity b &Y |
7z 7 ﬁ $ / 8 / > ;
J/{f f%’% @%ﬁyy’ /;/ﬂé %M Qo7
AP ) L2000/ eiies. |
f/%&‘_’ o3 9 ﬁd G-D/QJ.Zfa«u) 7 g %wuy Veia / !

17
it/ Cutp How i s



yry gy

B e e . » x5
/ﬂy,;;/ /JW/UV// //J//Jll 1‘1 : :
4, W\ PNy
« 2D / ~>)~‘ : J

2

S
| A\&-o -
%/”vh-////ﬁfo Iz/ /""v’ 4 /‘/ /Ziz/;/{n? ;/
/4,7/»»; s ¥y 22U /’/’”/JJ dl/ 7 é'll

,Z\ g S n\&\i\ = , £
‘ .. _& Qst. g

5 | )/*w Ranan iy

/k//yyz//,/n/ /4;:@./4 fld//// Quy 12723 / L

//’7\/ V/aw///,“w/g /,/ / /l |
/,7% / ’7/’“’/’”/ / /,u;, sy //Km{?\ S !
/’ i v ”’""’f’ /] ”/ ik

.W/rm' ////ua,m 77 /i & #,1f1/',%;/

7y
/ & Py M!//’M/J& c /,“,41,,, 17 3170y

”
A y 4




	Image00009
	Image00010
	Image00011
	Image00012
	Image00013
	Image00014

