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In forwarding for pérusal an extrect of the re
passed at the Fifth Visvakarma Mana'ana'Gonference heldf'ar
under the presidency of lr.N.Daralwy 1achar1ar BsAs On t'.
and 22n August 1920, I am to requedt you to invite His
kind attsntion to the II,XI,XII emd XIIT resolutions. Th
menorlul(aﬁ@aaanﬂ&eﬂat) smbodying bhe resolutions of’ £

| ferences upon which, judging from East experlence~noaa‘;
11ke1y tc be taken, has been forwe rded sep_rately to th
oecretury to the Government, of m&dras.-

The Visvakarmas fofmeen important. 1naustr1£1 communi
South India ultu a population at present of about ¢

correspond to what are Gdlled in Buropean countrxes the

classes". " The repqrt ‘of - the Inﬂ;an kS

Py AL
in 1918 bears dmple {estimony to,tue; ;,

decline 1nmuuelr trade emoluments and tne Ddckward % :
£

euuoaulon resultlng'lrom their 1mpecun10us =1rcumstaﬁh

anong 1 ap;eh .f causes that have contrlouteu to the =

#
their socidl and economic condition. Mr.rl.:ll.'Ewib@k

on the 5quact oi Indien ‘handicrafts says " Thaﬁﬁr;




the very texture of natiomal life". lir.E.B. Hafell?’“
years Ouperintendent of the School of Arts,lladras, wwff
really of greater importance that India with the he p-
industrial organisation which she still possess She |

world how a prosperous system of handicrafts may.bew

she could add some crores of rupees to her income by't
of western commercialism". Sir. George birdwood wratlng

end handicrafts in India" says ' Ifowing to the operah*

would ensue an industrial revolution which if not*dire,
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United States of America™s  Chapter XVII of tne Industr”
sion Report relating to Cottage Industries brings ou§»ﬁh§.
clearly that the interests of the comuunity require gpa_;&
ted¢tion.. ‘
His Excellency's keen 1nterest in the future indu
ﬂLgveIOpmant and the economic progress of the country“is-wel
' the second resolution passed at the Conference was bas d
conviction that His Exce Llency would De grdc1ously plea_~
with sympathy the hard case ‘of this large and useful 30 
grent the prayers asked for so that their interests-mig@ 
-guarded in the future adminisiration of the country.
The community feel that because they have no f
their own at present in the lMunicipal councils,Local_
Provincial Legislative Council, their grlevances ara
The necessary facilities that should be _ccord § to

the community in educationzl and industrial inst

present backward state of the community are now d
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nation is appropriate to them by law and custom. The

-

by the community have so far proved ineffective

that if they had their proper representative in the
Council, this injustice would never have been-&oﬁ@#t
the striet policy of meutrality observed by Gotérnm
affecting the social and religious cusﬁoms‘andlp?aét
various communities in this country. :

In the present backward state of the cdmmunity
wealth and educatiom, it is not possible for the m
community to secure sea}s on the local BodieS“hﬁ&  §
, Council, through the open door of election.;’lt'ﬁ&_;
at the Conference to request Government to nominate s
4 presentatives of the community to the Munlcipal:,ﬁ,*7

boards and the rrovincial Legislative Couneil, to

interests of this large industrial cbmmunity., S
liay I ask you to place the matter before His
his graciousAconéideration and obtain:favourabla{@r
kind act,a whole commmnity would feel grateful.
I enclgse,for reference, copies of a‘memoran&wﬁ'
prepared for the information of'HisAEXGellencyifﬁ§~Vf
Right Honourable the Secretary of State for Indla, as

a communication addressedto the Francnlse Gommltte 




[}

10 Bheed edi
eetqul y[Ineioiltue

aiil .eeidiliost edd

DO SO0 OHW YU Ing 00 elodw 8 BOLIoells ebnsve LT
b i L £

& ;
: B 060 VYiniod el b edmemius ISiviuwsbui To 1 I Besolutlon fia
DEIX8I6T BOEHOG 26 (a7 oidd 1o gsvidslnoeorqet 1803y 1o eoueieixe ¢

Thls Gonferenee of the V

r/r-\ 4
&
A}

N

oy
\a..UU Lo u.l- 89

Fionyevol sad fdoilw OJ BNV OLTY BHOlres ¢
s b _ 3
oy ﬁ%«,.téiunmuou 3Yezw bus 31581 Q¥ veddettie vinmiddiwiy eved

LMec Y ALY Wil
- A
uem ay_a SIBNTS O veseh \‘tég saenu s el 9ifdul el Yo Tebio

ey RS e PRI SR LG e e LS S e e
"J.LGACX ,90 DiL‘GLL».f No SEUI00" ikt 1o goiis InEQsl ©v s 0Ly U8 DeIOsYLD

v : : »

—\-3.[.:,8*/ SO S LESH0R 8 IO CEod el imsE gp izl figgem & ' 1684 28

llajesty George V our beloved Eme i

% %; | Q
it I8 '
i3 .

!

S II Resolution f=
LRI Sdecton el <D TeNo boe wal yo mend od SUSLTIOINUS BL Hoidsn 3

s e o | o ; . k3 4 This Conference of the Art1san
NEERMRN00 65T GeviloeTleni bevors st oz evad Vo Lonuiod  sfld ¢ g

k- el S : . : : S India the pioneers of all 1ndustr1es
svilelorand ed) oi svidaimesoiqey 6 ONT Trelid Dad vedd Ti lad) E B :

‘ : ] strength is about 13 lakhs begs*to,'
%aiv S LRSS S0 BE00 Meed sval devenr Lliow ssifeyi il i Lion - A
E ; faith in the administration of HlS 1
= aEeJUQW HE Jgeantovod vd bevis ferigen 1o woilog doinds B : 4 o
= ¥ 3 ; E & Willingdon,Governor of Madras and pray' ti
*»1eug 1o d?dl3duiw LIE eppdene fwr 18099 J mpidy )
b : N 3 * lLxcellency may be so pleased as to ev,nﬁa
= 5 towards this important communlty‘by a:
$lby eli b eliie ol saeq eild ol v 5

lities for their educational and i

b 3 e
25

5;3 }u SSEamen enJ 10T sfaizzon Jou =i 1 G0 Ldsoloe. boe difnew ’

e

e GO THO0 L BPQL. &l 00 8 DO 6%

B : = . : and also allot by nomlnatlon some se.
*“Viiuifliﬁar‘ff 8L bag esivou-Isool s Y BIEeE 1962 03 Vi 0 : -

s : s B M S E & lunicipal Councils,Taluk and Dlstrlct
'.fiééet PRORR B esw I .00idosls 15 105h dedo Bdd Terss o L DHIOL . = 3
¢ : > ‘ E B Presidency and the legislative Counci
o e SR : : ¢ ‘!D, . 459 ciously done in cases of other backwa
SO0 SEromuol [sioioult sdl o Qidunos sid To eeviisinsceyq ' N o : s 5

* A ol ) T X X ; X

| ot e e o sl R . V. Resolution :-

o . o ﬁ due notice of the 1mportant rasolutfbw
a2 y;,t"f ¥kl o S J i 3 ‘ ¥
S ; : previous Conferences and Desres fer-an
siid BOE-YI0 98 S ELoOXE 219 Y8 10 § J ‘

tion of the same.

=5 . g P . 3 ; X X
L0 iy YITey ‘ P B | 6375 2y £5%%¢ Py TYTRaAT+ ¥y 3
----- X VRTE & 3R o s VI DT e L i : ¢ &

XI. Resolution




.).~

coCallse it ’u‘ ;\;m;iz‘uﬁ.

-bux emphatle pretest conveyed 1?‘the
at the presant Conferenaes regardlng

v - SRl

e pA P A G >
TG LG A DGEIE v

» - < . ree
p P i e A i S A sy 4R
$ L £ b4 i 3 ISR, .4.{'.LJ.

BOU RS ASTEL gitd - 1 SOl

(R ETT ¢ { 1
e i fan e A B |

n;tles. _ S ,,'?  :'3”"1{f "

yr

3 "‘_;_-_...JA o Kot £ A T2 1 AR o .‘ . . S e »\ Aiinv e A ASIIINT % -1 L : X x 3 ¥ 5 X {“‘, %o 4 x

SHOHSUHELE VLS ;,.[,bJ.';J el DS REBU0Ld50H

il Besolutxon e

‘« ‘ the interest of the communlty.
1 e o lir. . Duralvelacharlar, .A.
Mr.C;Subramanyacnar;ar,B.A.L,Q.'
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Fhe Franchise' Committee.
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24 . ) | e ‘ £ . On behalf of the Central Comrzittee of the Visvakarma Maha- .
o5 e ‘(, b e 8 *en: jana Conference, South India, I beg to submit the following repre-
E: Sl . ! sentation for your favourable consxderatton. The Visvakarmas form
\ R Wi S J an important industrial community in South India, with a popula— :
: o B9 L . ) tion of 10,17,465 according to the last ce}nsus. The report of .the

: Indian Industrial Commission recently 13§ued bears testimony to
s - . the past industrial greatness of the cem" ;'!umty whose members
L od it P were engaged in producing not only | arms, weapons and imple-
kv S ey ments of domestic and industrial usqs, but carved stone, wood
and ivory, wrought metal, ]ewellery and other articles of luxury,
often of exquisite workmanship 'add high artistic value. It
should, however, be pointed out that the unrestricted foreign
competition of machine-made goods, the withdrawal of Royal and
Ecclesiastical patronage, and the resultant impoverished con-
' dition and backward state of education of this great community
which comprises the whole of what in European countries are
called the artisan classes, have-led to a great decline in its status
and in social and economic condition. As so well emphasised in
Pt STy ; j : . Chapter XVII of the Industrial Commission Report relating to the
e 3 et T W : e 5 cottage industries, the interests of the community require special
; - Rl i protection, Attention is invited in this connection to the opinion
; C : ity A ; of Mr. R. B. Ewbank, an eminenf’ Bombay civilian, on the subject
oo e s evisglainel I3 ) . : of Indian handicrafts. ¢« The preservatxon of its handicrafts is
st b ; ; ; t,; : essential to the well being of Inéha.. They embody traditions
LSS e : ' o : : 1 . iy handed down from the remote past and knit, into the very texture
A 7, 1 N of N atlonal lifes? . ) &

o
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Since it is so essential to revive the traditional industrial emi-
nence which the community had occ:lned in the past, to preserve
its ancient handicrafts which. would form an important tactor in
the future industrial development of the country, and to improve
i the present neglected condition of the community, to enable it to
contribute to the future economic progress of the country, it is
submitted that at least in. the Provincial Legislative Councils, the
progress and well-being of this economically and industrially
important community should be specially protected by adequate
’ and suitable methods of representation. e
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Having explained the necessity and importance of the repre-
sentation of the community in the Provincial Legislative Assembly,
a few words may be necessary to explain how the representation
may be given effect to. The several classes constituting the Visva-
karma community such as gold-smith, brass-smith, copper-smith,
black-smith, carpenter, wood-carver, stone-worker etc., form a
homogeneous whole, so that in the formation of electcrates there
will be absolutely no difficulty on the ground of sub-divisions
of castes, ‘or diversity of territorial interests. It is, however,
suggested that in view of the impoverished condition of the
community, the general minimum qualification of the voter may
be made as low as possible. It is thought that the granting of
this concession would result in a fairly large. electorate con-
sidering the numerical s'trength of the community.

The following scheme is submitted for the constitution of
the Provincial Legislative Assembly :— :

MADRAS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

( 5
lie”

Proposed strength s 160 Territorial electorate.
Nominated members ... 25| Ganjam 3
General election on a Vizagapatam 3
territorial basis ... 65 | Godavari 3
Mohamadans ... e 3
Guntur 2
epl'essed classes S 10 Naticr 3
English trade and com- Cuddapah 3
merce including planters Kurnool 3
and miners ... 6 | Bellary 3
Indian trade and com- ‘* Anantapur 3
merce 4 | Chittoor 2
Artizan [ Weavers &) Chingleput 3
{ dyers 3 Smiths } 6| N. Arcot 2
classes. | & carpenters 3 S. Arcot 3
Indian  Christian com- Tanjore 3
munity 4 | Trichinopoly 3
Landlords and Zemindars 6 | Madura 3
Uriyas and Agency tracts 2 R.amnad 2
3 Tinnevelly i3

Corporation 2|

: : | Salem 3
University 2| Coimbatore 3
—— | Malabar 5
150 | s, Qanara 2
Niligris 1
Total 65

3

~ The scheme is designed to meet all the requirements of this
Presidency. The number of seats allotted for nomination and for
the representation of the Mohamadan Community is in accordance
with the recommendations contained in the Montagu-Chelmsford
Report. The seats assigned for election on the territorial basis
provide for the adequate representation of the interests of the
various Districts. It is submitted that in filling up these seats the
franchise would be widened to the fullest possible extent. With
regard to the number of seats assigned for the representation of
other interests, thé relative claims have been carefully weighed
and the minimum number has been noted for each interest.

It is hoped that the representation made on behalf of an
important industrial community like the Visyakarma community
will receive due attention at the hands of the Franchise Committee
whose recommendation to His Majesty’s Government in the
matter will be almost final. As no further opportunity will be
accorded for urging the case of an industrial class like ours upon
the attention of Government, the responsibility of settling . the
future economié¢ condition of a large class of His Majesty’s sub-
jects, who once occupied 4 position of industrial eminence in the
country, will entirely rest with you. ;

A copy of the memorandum on the subject prepared for the
information of the Secretary of State and H. E. the Viceroy is
also submitted for the perusal of the Committee.

As Vice-President of the Committee, I am authorised to
tender evidence before you on any point which may require
elucidation in connection with thie above representation.

1 beg to remain, *
Sirs,

Your most obedient servant,

Vice-President,

Visvakarma Mahajana Conference Committee,
MADRAS.

-

PRINTED AT THE INDIA PRINTING WORKS, MADRAS
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Memorandum explammg the 1mportanee and the neces-
sity of safe- guardmghtheainterests of the Artlzan Commlmlty
" of South India in any scheme of reforms that may be for-
mulated by the Government of Indla and the Secretary of

state. % : S ST PN o \ ',, »/"

1 .

The Vlsvakarma Mahajana'. Conference movement was
organised by the Artizan classes of South India for improving
the material cond1t1on of the community. Prior to . its orga»m-
sation there were a number of local institutions aftending to"
purely local wants. The Conference movement ‘which was
started in 1915 affiliated the other ' institutions as branches
carrying out the obJects of the central body. :

o\

The first Confelence was held in Kumbakonam, the second
in Tanjore and .the third in Trichinopoly. The resolutlons passed,
at each Conference were communicated to the Local Govern-
ment and their help sought towards the amelioration of the
community wherever necessary. It isnot known what steps
the Local Government have taken to remedy the grievances
. brought to their notice. But the delay in passing orders brings
out one serious defect clearly s.c., the absence of 1'epresentat1ves
of the community in the Municipal Councils, the Local Boards
and the Provincial Legislative Council, who can take a real
interest in the matter and move the Goverr'l.mentw to action. 4@

The Central Committee of the ' Conference have therefore
deenied it proper to avail themselves of this opportunity = to
represent to His Excellency the Viceroy and the Right Honour-
able the Secretary of State foy India a few important. detalls
with regard to the traditional industrial eminence which the com-
munity had occupied in the past, its present neglected condition,
and the imperative necessity to preserve its ancient handicrafts,
and the integrity of the community as a factor in the future
economic. progress of the country. The Central Committee
have therefore quoted: in this connection the weighty opinions
of some distinguished writers who can speak with authority on
the industrial uplift of India. The views of these eminent men

/

with regatd to the remediessthat should be adopted for the

amelioration of the Artizan class and the general improve-
ment of the arts and .the 1ndustr1es of. the country, deserve

special attention. o AL PR B SR :

Visvakarmas, the. descendants of V1svakarma, the D1vme?
Architect, form an important industrial communify 1,;1 South'
India with a population of 10, 17465. The members of the com-
munity were and are the master-builders of the land. The
awe-inspiring temples and the mighty and beautiful pa]aces
are their works. The exquisite Workmanshlp displayed in a
wealth of gods and horsed warriors, in stone work, metal
work and ivery carving, bear ample testunony to. their artistic
and 1ndustr1a1 greafness. : SR ) .
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Though the community can st111 boast of master-bullders
and clever artists here and there, it should be admitted as a
patent fact that there is a considerable decline in the status
of the workmen and in their industry. The causes are not
far to seek. The unrestricted foreign competition of machine-
made goods resulting in the import of cheap metal, wooden and
earthen wares and glass utensils, the withdrawal of royal and
ecclesiastical patronage due to the imbibing by the Indian
Artistocraey of purely western tastes and customs, the im-
‘poverished condition of the community brought about by a
gradual decline in their trade emoluments, and the backward
state of education resulting from their impecunious circum-
stances, are among the chiéf causes that account for the indus-
trial degeneration of the community. At the present day the
rural artizan has to depend upon the village money léender and
merchant who insists on the sale of manufactured articles
" through his own shop ata rate which just covers the expenses
of manufacture. Thus circumstanced, the artizan is without
any prospect of bettering his condition. N

The preservation and development of the handicrafts of
India is a matter of vital importance to the national well-being.
Dr. Ananda K. Coomalaswamy, the most rational exponent of
Hinduism and its Jdeals, believes and believes rightly, that
nations are made by artists and poets, and nof by traders and
politicians. “It is for us,” he further says, “to show that
industrial production can be organised on socialistic lines with-
out converting the whole world into groups of state-owned
. factories. It isfor us to show that great and lively cities can

be built and beautiful things made in them without the pollution
of the air by smoke or the poisoning of the river by chemicals ;
for usto show that man can be the master and not slave of the
mechanism he himself has created.” Mr. E- B. Havell who was
for a long time the Superintendent of the School of Arts in
Madras and thus Well acquainted with the arts and handicrafts of
South India, writes, ‘It is of really greater importance that India
with the help of the great traditional 1ndustr1al organisation
which she still possesses, should show the world how a prosperous
system of handicraft may be built up in conjunction with agri-
culture, than it is to show how she could add some crores of
rupees to her income by the method of Western Commercialism-”
Mr. R, B. Ewbank, an emmeanombaycwlhan writes in unmis-
takable terms, “ that the preservation of its ancient handicrafts
is essential to the well-being of India. They embody traditions
handed down from the remote pastand knit into the very
texture of national life. They so exactly refleet national
temperament and meet popular needs that domestic life Would
be poorer and less vivid for their disappearance. 2

A state cannot but be the richer for a citizen Who is a
skilful and honest workman delighting in his own handicraft
and cean ill afford to- exchange him for the 01d1nary mill hand
enslaved by a mechanical and soulless routine?’.

It thus becomes the paramount duty alike of the state and
the: craftsman to tackle the problem of preserving the indigen-
ous industries and find out an effective solution. The remedies
to arrest the decay and degeneration of the ‘handicrafts and to
enable the hereditary artizan-to take his proper place in the
industrial regeneration of the country.which is bound to come

3

. : ”

after this great'world-war are education and oi-gamsatlon.

Education, then, is the panacea for all evils to which artizans

and others are subJect The children of the artizans should be -
taught mnot only the three R’s to do business with the money-
lenders and retail agents, but also they should be taught to
welcome and use every labour-saving machine to their special

craft. To rescue the craftsman from  the greedy hand of the

village usurer, co- operatlon is the only remedy that has been
found successful. * The only practical method” says a distin-

guished civilian “is the organisation of co-operative societies

on the Raiffeison model which have proved so remarkably

successful among the agriculturists.  Organisations on these L

lines, correlated with the technical revival which in ‘several
provinces the Directors of Industries are trying to promote, can-
not fail before long to au'est the decay which has _already . set
in.”’ . 5
The time, therefore, has now come for the Prov_inclial‘v’
Governments to enter the field of industry and to solve
the great industrial problem not so much by establishing
power-mills and encouraging grandiose commercial schemes, as
by giving a lead which shall once for all set the greatest crafts
of the country beyond the fear of an unnecessary extinction. It
is a matter for regret that the estabhshment of technical and
industrial schools for the community out of Municipal revenues,

“as contemplated under sections 118, 224, of the Madras District:

Municipalities Act, has been grievously neglected by the Munieci-

pal bodies. All these grievances, evils and neglect make an

overwhelmingly strong case to show that redress can be effected -
by Government only through the help and with the advice
of the chosen representatives of the Artizan class. Hence the
utility, the necessity and the expediency of the adequate repre- '
sention of the Artizan community on the Municipal Councils,
Local Boards and the. Provincial Legislative Council.

India Printing Works, Madas.
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To : SR
@ The Chief Secretary to Government, |
HOME DEPARTMENT,
Fort Saint George, Madras-
SIR,

I respectfully beg to submit on behalf of the Centra! Committee of the
Visvakarma Mahajana Conferencs, the resolutions passed at the third annuaI
session of the Conference held at Trlchmopoly on the 26th, 27th and 28th May
1917 under the presidency of MR. NaMAsIVovAM SIVAKOLUNDU ACHARIAR, Proctor
Supreme Court, Jaffna, for favour of consideration and necessary orders.

The Conference was attended by over 800 delegates and as many
visitors, from all parts of South India; and the various resolutions brought before
them for consideration were discussed fully and intelligently which showed the
keen interest evinced by them towards the advancement of the community.

The first resolution on the agenda, the resolution of Loyalty to Govern-.
ment and speedy success to the British Arms in the present War was adopted
amidst much enthusiasm. So was the resolution expressing the readiness of the
members of the community to join the Government Ammunition factories and

workshops of the provmce- _ 4

It is with no small amount of regret the Conference noted the absence of

remedy by Government to the grievances of the community regarding the revival
and development of the Industries pertaining to the community and spread of
general and industrial education amony its members on the lines szt forth in the
memorials of preceding years and the committee fervently hope that the resolu-
tions adopted at this Conference on the same subject will be attended with
beneficial results- ; :

M( It will be observed from the XI resolution that the Conference is solici-

" “tous about the help of the local Co-operative Registrar in organising small
Co-operative Societies among the members of the community to improve the
cottage industries pertaining to the community or allied thereto. In this connec-
tion the committee regret to state that the Registrar of Co-operative Societies has.
not chosen to help the committe till now in spite of a special iavitation. to h1m ~
to kindly attend the Conference and give the necessary advice. A. similar request;
was made to the Director of Industries inviting him to attend the Conference and
suggest by way of advice practical measures for the improvement of the industries "'. %
of the community but, he was not able to comply with the request on the score:
of military duty which detained him in Madras at that time. The Committtee
confidently hope that the Government be pleased to issue necessary instructions
directing the Registrar of Co-operative Societies to bestow on this communlty
as much attention as is bestowed by him on the other communities such as
weavers etc, with regard to the formation of Co-operative Societies.




: With reference to the XII resolution adopted at the Conference the
‘Committee pray ‘that Government will issue early instructions to the Director of
 Industries to institute necessary enquiries regarding the drawbacks and disabilities
of the community brought to the notice of the Industrial Commission by the

representatives of the community during their sittings at Madras in the early part

of the year. : T

The C“onferené:é deplored the continued neglect shown by the ILocal

Boards and Municipalities towards the spread of both Technical and Generaj.

Education in their respective areas for the advancement of an industrial class like
the Vlsvakarma community and resolved to again request Government to take
speedy action in the matter, in view of the fact that the Government of India is
anxious at the present juncture to investigate and improve Indian industries

Another serious matter which the Confersnce discussed with great
concern and strong feeling, was the order of the Government of Madras that the
caste designation of the community should be speltas ‘Asari’ and not as ‘Achari’ as
was spelt from time immemorial. As already pointed out, ‘Asari’ is a meaningless
and ungrammatical term and the enforcement of that title by the Government
upon the community without first obtaining their opinion on th= matter is being
construed as a distinct violation of the policy of neutrality obssrved by Govern.
ment in matters affecting the social and religious customs and privileges of the
various communities in the country. The Committee pray that this pressing
grievance of an ancient and large community in this Presidency should be redress-
ed without further delay. In this connection it was pointed out at the Conference
that the title “Achari’ was being used by 98 per cent of the members of the
Visvakarma community as their birthright, the rest using the title of ¢ Pathars ',
whereas the brahmanic title ¢ Chari’ was in us> among a small body of ¢ Vaishna-
vas’ and ¢ Mathvas’ more as a matter of fancy. =~ The majority of these two sects
of brahmins use the term ‘Iyengar’ and ‘Row’. It was also printed out at the
Conference that the Government by their attitude in this matter evinced undue
solicitude for the claims of a small minority to a title assumed morz out of fancy
and totally ignored the strong and long standing claims of a whole community
six times the number- ‘

In concluding the committes respsctfully trast that the Governmant will
be pleased to deal with the questions submitted t» theiwr considsration favourably
and will thus safeguard the interests of a large community who form the industrial

backbone of the country. I beg toadd thatIam d:sired by the Committes tb‘

submit copies of Reports of the Proceedings of the 2 Conferences hald at Kamba-
konam and Tanjore for perusal and record.

I beg to remain,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant, :
G. KRISHNASWAMI ACHARI,
General Secretary.

V. K PRESS, MADRAS.

Resolutions adopted at the Third Visvakarma
~ Conferemce.
Held at TRICHINOPOLY on 26th, 27th & 28th

I. ResoLuTION :— i,
This Conference begs to convey to Government the - profound loyalty of

the community to the British Raj and prays that the Great War which is still
carried on be brought to a speedy and successful end and that great glory attend
on His Most Gracious Majesty George the V, our beloved Sovereign. '

1I. REsorLurtioN :—

_ This Conference of the Visvakarma communit;r_ of South India.’ begs‘v_‘ i
convey its condolence to His Excellency Lord Chelmsford, the Viceroy of India
and Her Excellency Lady Chelmsford in the irrepairable loss sustained by them

in the heroic death of their beloved son at the front.

7

ITI.  REsoLuTIoN = | - 5

This Conference of the Artisan community of South India f)egs to offer
their humble services in connection with the present great war and begs to convey
the readiness of its members to help the Government by joining the Government
Ammunition Factories and Workshops of the province in large numbers should
their services be needed owing to the exigencies of the situation.

IV. RESOLUTION :—

This Conference again prays that the Government may in view of the
impoverished condition of the community and the decay of their Arts and Indus-
tries caused by powerful and unfair com petition, be pleased to order the admis-
sion off Yisvakarma youths into Secondary Schools and Colleges of the Presidency
on half fees : : )

V. REsoLuTION :(—

This Conference of the Industrialists of South India agains begs ‘g
Government that they will be pleased to take the necessary steps for the early
establishment of Industrial Sehools in some select centres of South India, wherein
the Visvakarma youths may be trained in the Industries pertaining to the commu-

yarded to deserving students.

3 g’ty or allied thereto, on improved scientific methods and necessary stipends

3

VI REesoLuTioN:—

This Conference, while reiterating the importance of inherent advantages
derived from hereditary occupation in the selection of students for receiving Tech:
nical and Architectural training in foreign countries begs of Government to select
youths of the Visvakarma community who have received Secondary education, the

rules requiring the possession of academic distinction being relaxed in their ca
o A -

.
.

VL., RESOLUTION:—

This Conference resolves to undertake to start at an early date schoo
of its own in select centres, wherein the youths of the community may recei
general, industrial, architectural and religious education in the same institut

VIII. RESOLUTION :(—

This Conference resolves to appoint a committee consisting of select
gentlemen with powers to add to their number for the purpose of collecting funds.
to carry out the objects of the foregoing resolution. ' ekl




IX. RESOLUTION :— it x
.. This Conference \again resolves that the members of the community
should give their children both boys and girls compulsory primary educatiou and
that no parent or guardiad shall take his children or ward into his profession
betore 12 years of ageand that the Branch Committees shall see to the enforcement
this resolution. { ;

REsoLuTION :— 3

This Conference resolves that with a view to give elementary educatior }l, .

the illiterate adults and youngsters engaged in their profession, immediate stepdd
€ ‘taken for starting night schools wherever necessary-

XI.. RESOLUTION :— t ; :
The Conference resolves to request the Registrar of the Co-operative
- Societies to help the Conference Central Committee with efforts to start Co-opera-
ive Societies among the members of the community in different centres *for the
provement of local industries pertaining to the community or allied thereto.

RESOLUTION :(—

: This Conference resolves to solicit the help of the Director of Industries

_in this Presidency in the matter of necessary enquiries being - instituted regarding

the present condition of the Visvakarma community—the' pioneers of Industries—

both as regards their industries and education and to take steps for improving
their condition- a '

XIII. RESOLUTION :—

This Conference prays that the Indian Industrial Commission under the
Presidency of Sir Thomas Holland—may bestow earnest attention on the various
drawbacks and disabilities of this large industrial com munity of South India; duly
brought to the notice of the Commission at their sittings at Madras by the two
chosen representatives of their community in their evidences and suggest to the
authorities practical steps for industrial advancement of the community on modern
lines. & /

XIV. RESOLUTION :—

The Conference again prays that all Municipal Councils and Local Boards

of South India may be pleased to open Technical and Industrial schoolss out of

their revenue as contemplated by the legislatures, wherein Visvakarma youths may
feceive both general and industrial education side by side.

. REsoLUTION :—

This Conference while reiterating the emphatic protest conveyed in the
esolutinns adopted at the previous Conferences regarding the undesirable inter-
: r#ference of the Government with the time honoured caste designation of the com-

. munity “Achari”, prays for the cancellation of the order without further delay in
view of the strong feeling prevailiug among the members of the community on ﬂ}ﬁ
atter. ‘ \

4
VI. RESOLUTION :—
This Conference resolves that the Central Committee should form an
- expert Sub-Committee to make necessary researches regarding the community in
general and the caste designation in particular and prepare at an early date a
memorandum for general information.

XVII- RESOLUTION :—

This Conference again resolves that the members of the community
should strictly observe the religious rites and other ceremonials as laid down in
their scriptures. :
XVIII, REsoLUTION :—

This Conference resolves that the Central Committee should take imme-
diate steps for strengthening the constitution of the Advisory Boards pertaining to
Education, Industry and Religion. -

4

V. K. PRESS, MADRAS.
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