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The Chief Secretary to Government of ladras
Fort Sgint,eeqrge.

sir,

I have the honor to bring the following few 1

your kind perusal and favourable consideration :-

1. It has hitherto been a general rule obeerv
Government of Madras during the time of Census opera
classify the Hindus ae Brahmins, Kshatryas, Vaishyas,

and Panchamas. : : - =

3. The modern civilisation has éome to such
that the literate classes began to study their past
their present status of life and to get themselvel eln
a much higher position spiritually, politically, ecod

3. The sllkweaving classes viz. Patnu
themselves'to be called as Sowrashtra-bréhmins,
classes viz. Blacksmithu, Goldsmiths, Carpente
cutters as Viswa-brahmins, the toddy-draiifi
or Nadars and agricultural classes viz. P

Kshatryas, the backward ﬁnd depresssd

‘as Adi-Dravidas and the modern nom=

from theig control;fgﬁ'




4. There exists a class of high da’.ﬂtd*_ﬁi

. as Veerashaivites to whose class I have the honor to )
who are never under the religious oontrbl of the Braﬁi&
populatiorn is considerably large in the Bombay presio
the’ Mysors province and is faie 1n the Madras prenidbncy{
1earnt that they are classified in the census reports in‘
Bombay preeidency as Lingi-brahmins, and that in the Hys}
province as Lingadhari¥y or Veerashaiva-brahmins, Ling ad e
Veerashaiva-kshatryas and Lingadhari or Veeraahaiva—ihud»
( vide Proce-dings of the Government of H.H. The Maharg_
Mysore, No. Fb 3961, Census 31 - ;0,‘dated 35th. Jdnﬁary
published in the " Mysore Star * dated 33rd. January 19‘_8.1
is herewith forwarded ) and that in the Madras presidewe
are indiscriminately returned in a column intended to g:
lowsr classes, I beg to point out that what the Hadran
had already done in the case of Veerashaivites is a grel
without careful study of the greatness of thelr reiigion
thsy are also equally to blame for not bringing tki"mg
the notice of the Government much earlier for necessAT)
It ie high time that necessary steps should now be taken
due regard to the Veerashaiva community and to return
least as Lingadharie or Veerasha}vites in a.separﬂ
the Government are kind enough %o instruct the Vi

to pay specia} attention in helping the census of

matter, the work could be easily facilitated . Veeras

are found everywhere, but in large'huMberi 1f
trict and in small numbers scattered throﬁgé
and they\go by'differentlnames as Seeigygn’
Lingayets, Lingadharis and Vecrasha

as Lingadharis, Veerashéivites,

Xliiiﬁllx Kannafiiars in tk

. Hindus called Pandarams




who are not recognised as Lingadharis or Veerashaivite
' they wear Lingam round their neck, just in the same way
threadwsaring Hindue are not recognised as Brahmine.

e

5. I beg to state that the fact that the superi
of Veerashaivism chiefly based upon Gnanamarga as prOp@un«
the Vedas, Agamas, Puranas and Upanishads has been univer
accepted by the Hindus of all castes, is beyond dilpnte;r
ehaivism was kept down for sometime by the Brahmins, Jﬁin

Buddhists and Atheists who were once predominant in India.
was revived by Lord Basava who flourished in the twelfth
He was born in Kappadi village near Bagavadi. He made“Ka¥?
nagar as his residential quarters. He was a Prime Ministe:
the king of Bijjalanagar in the Bombay presidency. He cr:
the doctrines of other religionists, condemned the Kéiﬁén
the Brahmins and re-established Veerashaiviem throqgﬁody'
Hie spiritial and intellectual faculties were représqnte

greater than those of other reformers. He was recognised

incarnation of Nandigeswara and said to be endowed with

natural powsrs and virtues. :

6. I am,therefore, justified in asking the Gos

give serious consideration for ny represehtatinn'd&&;

ordess as the Census takes place next menth.

I have the hono .
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INGS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF

r,mmEEDTI'HE MAHARAJA OF MYSORE.
I‘b 3961 Census 31-10 Dated 25th
anum 1911

Veerasaiva Brahmin, Lingadhari or Veera-

_____ s et

return themselves as Hindus by religion 1n%{

col. 3 of the schedule and Lingadhari or

saiva Kshatria etc, as the casé may be by
caste in col. 7 (a) provided they give the
names of the sub-castes as ordinarily known
such as Aradhya, Gurusthala, Punchachara
Gowda etc: for entry in col. 7 (0), provided
for the purpose and prov1ded also that such
answers are ‘‘to the best of the knowledge
or belief ” (Sec: 7 of the Census Regulation),
of the person giving the answers:
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Returning with remarks Government Endt. on the ap

tion: of I.Ir Chettl Naglchettlar regardlng the entry'o

yats in the Census Enumerution Book

g10.

Staion _ M & d r a s » Dated the 1

From (@Came,) G. T. Boag Esq., ICS

Schedule,



B i

P ———

is to be recorded as each person deecrlbes hlmself those there-

"

fore who return thelr caste as V1rasa1v1tes or
should be so recorded by the Enumerators. ¥

Virasaiva Brahmans

+4. In the last Census Report in the Index of Castes I find

Jangams, Devangeas, Kurubas,

Lingayats mentioned, as also Pandarans, g ’ ;
; K '}

b

From paragrapn 5 of the letter it appears

and also Kannadiyars.,

f a rellblous bect ruther than of a

Vina sasvie
and in any case whether Hesseyadt 15 Lreated as the name

that Virasaivite‘is thé name O

caste;

of & sect or as the name of a caste, in view of the orders of

Government that neither Hindu secis nor sub-divisions of castes

should be separately recorded at this Census, Mr, Nagichettiar's

requests are inadmissible. At the same time,nam.inclined to

agree With his contention that the tem Lingayat as the name of &

caste is incorrectly used in the 1911 Census Report. Lingayat

really is the name of a Hindu Sect; the stricter Lingayats, of

whom Mr. Nagichettiar is a representative, repudiate all idea of

caste, and deny Brahman supremacy even in matters religious; they

do not admit to their society those others whose only claim to

membership of the Lingayat community is that in Mr.Nagichettiar's

WOrds)"they wear Lingam round their neck". Under the head

'Lingayat' in 1911 were included those whom Mr.Nagichettiar
¢

would c&ll Virasaivites and also many of those mentioned at the

end of paragraph 4 of the letter. Incorrect as this nay bejlt ?

is not easy to see how to get pver_it so long as all sorts and

conditions of people return their caste as '‘Lingayat'.

I have the honour to be,
i,

Your mobt obedient servant,

perlntcndent of Ce

e

jlit adra B,

S Operations,

Beett. I1-10 (§)—12-1-15.
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R

REeap acaiy G.0. No

Petition from Mr,Chetti Nagichettiar,Mad

caste classification of Veerashaivaites, :

, dated ..

: : ” .;’.” ” 2 l 2

. RzAD 4180:—

’Q\?-Nb 5894 ------ ﬂ‘anntﬂi Chetti Nagichettiax., No. 3l dated 18t .Fa

¢ ot Madr 8

1 A\ 5

:  \ : ‘ .

SikiGmll. Taaksse e Supdt,Census . No 5§931 ........ i

! \ ; Operations Home(Mls)

3 s (Repa) ., TFrpm | cedges Npigdo o 19th.Februs
I 11,8 ' - e L
ORDER. : No. 328, dated..3..2 3=

Mis

T To

" s 5 M.R.Ry.Chett‘
3 Govt.Pensioner &
e 46 , Anumantaroy
1 Park Town,Mad

‘ (g of I only & o)

rchant
street,
8,

sus Opera-
»f 1 to III
& o)

ii- i Copy to the Su t;
E tions, Madras., (

agichettiar Avl

The memorialist'isfihforman

instructions to the enﬁmeraﬁ

enter the name of the caéte]ﬁh

 person gives of himself and

member of the Lingayat comm

returns his caste as‘Viraﬁa

/ﬁalva Brahman will be s

|
%enaulng Census..
|
1







	0832
	0833
	0834
	0835
	0836
	0837
	0838
	0839
	0840
	0841
	0842
	0843
	0844
	0845

