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- Locar axp Muntorear (LsersLative) DEPARTMENT.

- Resolution on mytr f &2 eral public interest. :
Home (Miscellaneous) and] ‘

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. NarasrMBs AYYAR

XIII. This Council recommends to His Excellency in Council that Bowrashtra com-
munity should not be treated as non-Brahmans in the matter of elections, in the matter of census
classification or in any other matter against the expressed wishes of that communit Tl

[Meeting of Augnst 1930]




To Commissioner.
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not real

returned Prahmana, 4341 Chetti, 17290 Sourashtré.
“claim to be :
sion is esserted with obstinate vehemence they ¢

themselves 'Iyer'.. Tlsewhere they are génerally

ﬂnm;ouaum (591
Chetti." Y They were not 1ncluded in the group of

136 end 173 of Part I mens. *In the census of 1901 and 1911 they were

~%%ixvdga e o o8 as Non-Brahmans. The Sourashtras rely upon cert

lligeogeggit Efygélfll 'sasanams' 1qqued by Queen Mangammal,

b »—¢A)  to their memoi‘ial). T

was as to the right of this cemmunity to perfo

o

M"Upakarma" (renewal of sacred thread) in

annual
n fashion and after consultlng the otatef

Queen angammal iesued a cadjan in whlch the\S

and Vaisyves. In thls connection attentlon 1s

the extrsct from Thurston?s!Castes and Ty

-Sou r‘wntraﬂ in support of. thelr claim. , y 1o
‘table of 1901 the Sourashtras (Patnulkaransi
ed in the group of "Kshatriyas and a111
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The Preso Yntna

fishermen of Southern India styIé_thémSelr”

Kshatriyas"

2. r. Tulasiram who is playingiaile
1n the preqent Sourashtrs agltatlon appeared
001nt Select Committee as a reoresentatlve off
Brahman communlty (Attentlon is 1nv1ted‘to-e
from his memorandum and ev1dence before the Co_
It was bm the same ca0301t§7ﬂe appeared befor;
Meston ,at the time of arbitration. Before Lord
he said tha¥ he had been instructed to press the

tion of communal electorate, that there were one

-3 .,qjl CP) communities who were neither Brahmans nor Nov

3B)

that the Sourashtras claimed ‘to be Brahmans4
‘not Pdmltth bv the Brahmens aé”@ﬁﬁ

'Rao then pointed out ‘that the Sourashtra g‘mm
héd passed a resolution to’ the efféct:thatb h

Brehmans. Mr. Tulssiram apparently wanted s
et enrs g : & A
presentation for Sourashtras and for Nadars
themselves Kshatriyas but were not rqcognis
This elicited the reply from Mr. RamaswémiFM
representative of the South Indian Pederat
statements regarding Sourashtras and Nad
individual opinion of Mr.'Tulasiram_gndfﬁl

the intention of the Federation toﬂéi

nity. Attention is elso invited to the

June 1920.

9. Ih {ie ciréumsténcés'

rashtras' claim seems to be un

" mains that there is conside

tion and the community feele

. of the deernmeﬁt in whi

raﬁhtras




Coun011 Madura has also addressed a'de

CZ) the Commissioner in whlch he pomts out th

Sy i 3 1 i agalnst Govermment. A resolutlon has
‘ ' SWW

either as a voter or as a candidate nor sho

!
' o AE ; feeling of the community. No doubt Governmen
’ yield to such threats of non-co-operation bu

present case the threat is not meant toraéqu_

political concessionbbut’only”to sa?eg@ardwt |

: : 15; P . " status which they honestly believe they

Sih e

S ‘ o ' o s : %é ' . Qg) mr. Srinivasachary (Cheirmen, Muniéipal Cot
|  is not correct in daying that "so far as Ma_

: i i‘ l : cerned the auestlon‘ls of no'practlcal imp
A , e : ‘ . i | * »%;" cause "the only seat 1n the Legislative Cot
. : : : ' " | ; the Souraqhtraq can contest is the Vadure 1

v which is not re=erved for Von-Brahmans;
: : the rules a Sourdshtra of Madura prov1d”
: ' i : it . E ' -fied can stand for any Non—Muhgmmadgp'
. ; ' : 4~} k | : : outside his district. HowéVeg-tﬁére ,

. S objection to treating the SduraShtraa'
the purpose of the coming electlons’

: no seats reqerved for Brahmans;\
exclusively for Non—Brahman&}
nay be ‘contested by Brahmaﬁ
the contrary to treat the
epite of their protest

in bonnectlon



Rule 12(7) of the
Madras Electoral

BueS..ﬂ{, l%‘@

Eule 41 of the Madras
flectoral nules.

1

t bihe 91 C;i,

will have to be declered electgd“tdy

.

he is treated as a NoneBrahman. Thiélmt

by a Non—Rrahman candldate who but for the

would have won the reserved seat on the'gr

the Sourashtras claims himself tp be 2 Bra

tL'

be declrred to be elected to the reserved ceat

pute will naturally be taken before an éiev7*

but whether an election court has jurisdicti

cate upon it is not free from doubt because

virtuélly is whether a Sourashtra is a‘Brahﬁé"

Brahman--— a matter which only civil courts é

to decide. The proceedings of the electlon c
as they relate to matterq falling w1th1n~the_

their uthorlty are practically f1na1 and i

have been the intention that such v1tal ques
caste should be finally disposed of by a‘s>_

If the dispute can be taken to civil coﬁrty

have to be kept vacent for meny years. It i

fully submi tted that{these complications'can

by, adopting the course suggested by His Hxc
Governor viz. that ¢he communique dated. g

be withdrawn and that}another be issued sa

any Sourashtra standing for electicgJéh

whether he stands as Brehman or Non-Brahma
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 [Susszor.— Classification of Soumaktras for ﬂw purpose of

~ The Hon'ble Mr. B. V. Narastuma Avvan:—
. XIIIL Ths Couneil recommends o His Ereellency in
~* community should not be ireated as non-Brahmans in the matter of e
: i;m&u‘e classification or in any other matter against the ezpressed wishes of

i
3

: This resolution has its origin in an order passed in the Reforms Sect:
that for the purpose of the fortheoming elections Sourashtras would be clas
- would vote) with the ‘non-Brahmans.’ This decision was  promulg

application from ene 8. K. Sundara Ram, a yarn merchant, whose h

- Smgaralope Street, Madura, He is evidently a Sourashtra, ' i

- are interesting, for ¢he admits that the Sourashtras in actual
- accepted as Brahmans by the South Indian Brahman, and the
- plates is that of a Sourashtra standing for a non- :

to di ¢ r
me kind had to be giv
coming to a decision we mainly relied upon the f ct that th
had never been officially recognized as Brahmans. In the cens
not classed as Brahmans and the figures in paragraph 476 on pa
~ of the report of that census shows that out of 73,000 of the

- ‘Brabmana’ as their caste. The same paragraph mentions
that their pretension to be Brahmans is asserted ‘with the g
phenomenon which now repeats itself. el

_ Inthe census of 1901 they were again not clas | with

+ Kshatriya and allied castes’—page 136, Volume XV, Pa 90
this report{as in that of ‘IBB‘I)sthey,\are tound entered under the t;
- which appeay/to have been until comparatively recent ;
generally deseribed. Lastly in the census report of
s ¢ vPat;:u-[ﬁl_kara,n ? and not under ¢ Brahmans
Volume XTEaBask B0 e v dlin el Gl s s
3. If the debate on the resolution take
~what has already been done, I think our




2

The principal lesson which I should draw from the documents sent up with the
memorial i that the Government, if they have erred, have erred in very good company, i
namely, in that of Venkatrangayya Garu, an astrologer and the adhikari of the Madura &
Fort, who, confident that the Sourashtras bad no right to claim the status of Brahmans,
arrested them for performing Brahmanical rites.

5. The following extract from Thurston’s deseription,of the Patniilkaran may
be of interest :— ] ; g

« Patnulkaran.—The Patnulkarans are described in the Madras Census Report,
1901, as ‘a caste of foreign weavers found in all the Tamil districts, but mainly in
Madura town, who speak Patnuli or Khatri, a dialect of Gujarati, and came o‘iigiually" ;
from Gujarat. They have always been known here as Patnulkarans, or silk thread
people. They are referred fo in the inscriptions of Kumara Gupta (A.D. 473)-
at Mandasor, south of Gujarat, by the name of Pattavayaka, which is the Sanskrit
‘equivalent of Patnulkaran, and the sasaram of Queen Mangammal of Madura, men-.
tioned below, speaks of the'n by the same name, but lately they have taken to calling
themselves S#urashtra_s from the Sfurashtra _;eourxt\ry from which they came. ’l‘hey' ‘
also claim to be Brahmans. The “thus frequently entered themselves in the schedules,
as Sgurashtra Brahmans. They ape an intelkigent and hard-working qomniixnity, and
desérve every sympathy in the eiforts which.they are making to elevate the material
prosperity of their members and improve their educational condition, but a claim to
Brahmanhood is a difficult matter to establish. They say that their claim is denied
because they are weavers by profession, which none of the Southern Brahmans are, .
and because the Brahmans of the Tamil country do not understand their rites, which
are the porthern rites. T'he Mandasor inscriptions, however, represent them as sols
diers as well as weavers, which does not sound Brahmanical, and the Tamil Brahmans
have never raised any objections to the Gauda Brahmans calling themselves such,
different as their ways are from those current in the south. In Madura their claim
to Brahmanhood has always been disputed. As early as 1705 A.D. the Brahmans of
Madura called in question the Patnulkaran’s right to perform the annual upakarma
(or renewal of the sacred thread) in the Brahman fashion. (Highteen members of the
community were arrested by the Governor of Madura for performing this ceremony
The matter was taken to the notice of the Queen Mangamnal, and she directed her
State pandits to convene meetings of learned men and to examine into it. On their
advice, she issued a cadjan (palm leaf) sasanam (grant) which permitted them to follow
the Brahmanical rites. But all the twice-born—whether Brahmans, Kshatriyas, o
Vaishyas —are entitled to do the same, and the sasanam establishes little. The Patnuls
point out that, in some cases, their gotras are Brahmanical. But, in many instances

which could be quoted, Kshatriyas had also Brahmanical gotras.’
» & »* & &

¢« Their perseverance has won for them a place in the Devasthanam Cor
one of the most prosperous temples in the district. But, in spite of thei%
leading position, it must be confessed that they are essentially a ¢ backwar
respect of English education and enlightenment.

* # s s s 5

«Tn an order of the Director of Public Instruction in 1900, it was laid d¢
that,¢ Saurashtras having been recognized (in 1892) as a backward class .falling'uh:
Patfunulgars, the manager cannot continue to enjoy the privileges accorded unde
Grant-in-Aid Code to schools intended for backward classes, if he returns his pupils
as Brahmans. If the pupils have been returned as Sdurashtra Brahmans, the 7e
should be requested to revise, as No such caste is recognized.” A deputation b
interview with the Direetor, and it was subsequently ruled that ¢Sgurashfra
continue to be treated asa backward class. Pupils belonging to thea clas
invariably be returned in tuture as.Sfurashtm'ﬁ whether the word Brah; t
or pot* » ‘ SN




6. Turning to another line of discussion, we have the caso of Mr. Tulasiram—
the leader of the present agitation—who appeared before the Joint Committee in
TLondon, and also before Lord Meston, as a champion of the non-Brahman. His
evidence before the Joint Committee is at ‘page 365 of volume II of the Minutes of
Tvidence. Mr. Tulasiram, I understand, now claims that when he appeared as a

5 champion of the non-Brahmanfhe was with them but not of them. 1In other words,

: he would like to argue that the expressions ‘we’ and ° us’ which appear through-
‘out his evidence were used in the sense in which a lawyer uses them when he
identifies himself with his client. This seems to me a little difficult to accept.
T notice that when Mr. Tulasiram in his evidence placed the Brahman population in
- Madras at 61 lakhs he apparently accepted the census decision that the Sourashtras
are not included among Brahmans. Mr. Tulasiram’s appearance before Lord Meston
was due to his seleetion as 2 non-Brahman representative by the South Indian Liberal =
Federation, the President of which is Sir P. Tyagaraya Chetti, the acknowledged
non-Brahman loader of non-Brahmans. Possibly before he actually appeared, Mr.
Tulasiram realized that his fellow castemen were hardly welecoming the attitude which
he had adopted, for before Lord Meston he took a now line and stated that one or two
communities were neither Brahmans nor non-Brahmans and he apparently included
S}n'ashtras in this category. The Sowrashtras, he caid, claimed to be Brahmans but
were not admitted by Brahmans as such. This last confession of his further justifies

the attitude which Government took in its communiqué. The suggestion that there
are castes among Hindus which are neither Brahman nor non-Brahman 1s of course
illogical and ridiculous. If the Sourashtras are not non-Brahmans they must be
Brahmans and that claim, as has been said, has never been admitted. The question
is one of fact and the onus of proving that the previous decisiong on this subject in
offigial records is wrong lies, 1 think, on the \ Sourashtras.* R
- T 7. Apart from the question of caste, it is obvious that politically the Sourashtras’
place in the electoral cosmos is with the ° non-Brahman.” The Sourashtras at their
own desive have been classed educationally as a ° backward community.” Their
occupation is industrial. Their whole position is therefore in sharp contrast to tha
of the persons of influence and education, largely belonging to the professional classes
who make up the class of Brahmans with whom we politioally are nok eoncerne
Mr. Tulasiram’s evidence in London itself supports this view. For whether he
confessed himself a non-Brahman or not, his whole line of argument was to show that
all the other Hindus in the Presidency needed to be protect_ed politically from the
Madras Brahmans, a clanfish, selfish and ambitious class’, who, if their powers wer
not limited, would keep the whole of the rest of the population under their dominion
8. I may add that the agitation in the present instance comes only from Madur
which contains considerably less than half the total Sourashtra population.
were at the last census 39,000 Sourashtras in Madura out of 92,000 in ti
Presidency. I have telegraphed to the Collector of Salem to aseert fﬁ
\ Sourashtras there are raising any similar trouble, but have had no reply
“Salem Sourashtras are content to call themselves Chettis 1t scems improk
they will take part in the Madura agitation. S
9. Finally, T may mention that the total number of voters conce
agitation is 2,078 out of an electorate which we hope will total 1,000,000
much a case, [ think, of the ¢ Tailors of the Fooley street g el ie
: 10. So much for the justification for the orders alr
“of the Legislative Council (Government members refra
recommend that the Sourashtras should be classed for elector:
I do not think there need be any very great objection
should not itselt take the responsibility of issuing a d
hurt the feelings of a very large number of orthods
11. As regards the classification of Sourashtras
that the Home Department is noting. \
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NOTES CONNECTED WITH A RESOLUTION
 GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST.

[For tho mesting of the 17¢h August 1920.] G

[Sﬁimm.-;-goﬁra‘sbtra commﬁnitj“not fo be lrealed as .ndn;--,
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The Hoxi’ﬁle Mr. B. V. NarasiMHA AYYAR:— . » ;
XIII. This Council recommends to His Ezeellency in Council th
community should mot be treated as non-Brahmans in the matler of elections,
of cemsus classifieation or i any other matler against the ezpressed w
community. , ‘s : : / g
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 In the * Castes and Tribes of Southern India” (Volume V1) M
that Sourashtra is a synonym of the Patnilkarans derived from the S
whence they came southward and that they also style themselve ;
" A brief review of the Patniilkaran sect will be found on pages 1
_book (volume VI). Attention is also solicited to the remarks
page 173 of the Census Report, 1901, from which it will be ¢
to Brahmanhood has always been disputed. s
On the occasion of the ceremony of laying the for
rashtra High School at Madura in July 1917, Sir Alexande
remarked in the course of his speech that the Souraslitras forn
of the non-Brahman community and this evoked some controversy 1n
Please see also the marginal remarks of Sir Alexander Cardew on p ge 6o
@ to G.0. No. 1188, Home (»Eﬂu\cg}tionbg,ﬂatéd 18th September 1917 '
The Sourashtra community 18 a backward one, ‘ ly s
© able activity to be treated as ¢ Brahman’ as will be evidenced
rashtra Conference held at Madura. : Bk
i : 9. From a census point of view the name of the main caste
06’,’\7 kol enumerated declares himself to belong is ‘entered in column
L oy e though it is considered that he 18 claiming a higher positi
e sl g Mo >d he is entitled. In the census table/iou., 1901 and 1911 the Sow
%M'O \»  have been classified as Patnilkarans (vide table XIIT on page 1
Part 1I, 1911, and also table XIII—1901 volume). For statistic
quite immaterial whether a person is enumerated as Sourash
long as correct figures are asce tained. It may also be
census inquiries on the subject of castes will be ‘confined to
@ castes as in 1901 and 1911 except to the ext
(eekeh) (Wiscellaneons), dated 7th July 19207 ide also parag
Inissioner’s note recorded in G.O. I 4, Hom
020 o Gl ;
) 3. The Sourashtra commudaity is evider
" than that which the Hindu society in g
As regards the practieal difficulties in
should be assigned to it in the ecaste
his report on the Census, 1901 :—
« A really soientific classificar on Te m ' g
T u(t' literature, history, folklore, customs a ,
&e/—ﬁ f Mkj'j_ thengv‘have yet been hho_;'qugm ; ?Iore&f‘

g




‘be sent u.0. to he,‘Pubhc Reforms)' Séof.mn rfor remarks.
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My dear Ramachandra Rao,

» e ~ R= ﬁo-d;y'°
: the notes of tlns department w1th regard. to the treatme 0 e : ; D ' ourashtras to be treated Branman: should
s non-Brahmans in the matter: of elections is put up. SubmlttOd o sl
| ed t _H me (stcellaneous) u.0. with thanke. e - i be much obliged if you could give me a short no

nographical or

think will be useful

‘, By T : "’-ﬁ,.l 7 L 'i‘zfm

' the n ele tlon’ﬁ cpmep'

orms Commissioner’s view of the pretension bears ou . ' 1
r of census classification. We may, I su mlt,"tal'c p T T b

pp ip ‘paragraph 10 of his note arid‘ eat’*e it 150 the*‘*@

.matter

cts are 'placed before them
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9, lir.(now 5ir) H.A.Stuartemwrites in

S 3
manuel of the lorth Arcot district "The
say that they were originqlly-nghéénsi;
a town of Surat called Devagiri,in which
were entirely peopled by them. Kor some
which they profess themselves to be ign
residents of one of the streets were

cated Dby the rest of the caste, and

irni, and Vellore as well as in Triching
Bungalore, lladura, and other 1arge town{

they carried on their trade ‘of 31lk Wea

lney however stlll Cldlm to oe sue{

customs oi that caste, theugh theyr

with them. They acknowledgezpriést

thenselves, as well as irom
profess to look down upon &
religion they are divided 1nto
and Vyaparis,

Lingayat‘s. 'Ihose who an
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Seott, T1—8 () 29,004—16-1-17. N 0 T E S .

In the sanual of the dadura dfgﬁrict,

.
! ~al | : i

f Fl[ét‘°ﬁfrku”{kﬁz{f?;%5d7 . Puttnulkarans are described as "“a custe of
. V) e

il Surat sili-.eavers, whose ancestors werei indi

e e

f ~ to settle in ladura by one of the egrlie
kings, or in response to an invitatidn£fraa
Tirumela ld& and who have thriven so~well
( . they now form oy far the most numerous of

castes resident in the town of iladura. They

¥ , very ssilfull and industrious workmen, and nany
of them have become very wealthy. They keep '
i altoge ther aloof irom other castes and live inde
| pendently of general society, speuking & foreig
| tongue,and preserving intact the customs of the
land of their origin. They are easily distiﬁgd
in appearance from Tamils, being of & li%‘tYellﬂ
& . ish Ba colour, and having handsomér and more

ihteiligént features. They are called Chetties

or merchents by Tamils".
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owing extract fr‘bm"’v -h




‘Beoty, TI—8 (2) 29,004—16-1-17.

-

’/jgz‘from t he above it will be seeﬁ tha
Pat tnulkars periorm Upanayenam and othe
rites with the help oiBrahmin prlgsts.g
only show that they are pot Sudras but'

establish that they are Brahmlns,Alnasmu

%

rites referred to above are common to al

three castes. The iandasor inscriptiéhsg”
to represent them as soldiers and weaver
days caste followed oocupatlon and in ac.
with this pr1n01ple the race of Sourash
have been divided into Brahmins, Kshatri
In the'History of the vourashtras in Sos
India' by the Sourashtra Literary Societ;

lladura and Jadras they actually lay ¢

a division. It is probable thaty)
nort% partlcular divisions may have m
vody to & particular place. This may ac:

fact that the communlty in Madura alone

from a very long time past (the ddys o

dangammal) been strongl




Beott, T[—8 (3) 29,004—16-1-17.
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NOTES.

them as Brahmins.

G.The social habits of these Fattnulka:

nese and their appearance generally merk

ol D '

from other castes.
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 put little is‘ known of them) ‘i\ractlcally nothing of ethnographic value.
r :

n cited, but thls is not

«&The cvidence of their Gethra nemes has bee.
: O URLS

as to their claims to Brahmanhood.
1901)1un1‘ta establish their lineal connection

enclusrvo (See page 1173 of Francis'

Census Rgport Madras,

w1th any communltiea still surviving in Malwa or Gujraﬁﬂtﬂit would be : é;
urvay 1n detall the soclal customs of 31m11ar commun;tles - "f

necessary to s
w1th those of the Patnool-\v.

in these areas, and compare them’bit by bit
e anthropometrlc ev1dence. ‘ITxwould | &

karans, and to collect at least som

r | 8
has1tate to accept the 1dent1f1cat10n assumed by Francis and others 1

s and the Pattavayakas of the Mandasore ing-

The int roduction of these 1 wSouth India is an 1nterest1ng 1

it is certalnly not an 1nd1genous art; but here again the

)
proﬁleh has never, so far as I am aware, been scientifically examined.

o i By S

between these Patnoolkaran
eription.
. puzzle

That true BrahménS'should;take to weaving is & Eriori improbaple, but

1t is by no means a prlgrl impossible.: v : T
Repert for 1911 and. other volumes which might 1
A

£ Gujrat and Central

" (The Bombay Census
e Khatri and Patve®silk weavers O

throw light on th
_ifv”s; N‘j
' India are not obtal*ﬁle at Ooty.

Nor have I been able to get a copy

of’Indian Antiquary, Vol. XV, pages 194-201, where the Mandasore
inscription is discussed. )

\ I may add that there is very 1ittle on record in Thurston's
. Wolumes which will bear close scrutiny.

)
L

I11. Results.

The result of the Government acceptlng this resolutlon wo'ald

almost certainly lead to ‘a demand from other sections of the communlty

to be recognised as ‘twice born'. The Patnoolkarans of this Presi denty
-in

number some 92, 000 odd. The Tamll Kammalas or artlsans}gumber over 5

nition as Brahmans w1th equal vehemence,and}once the

v

558, 00(9 claim reeog
fashion was started, there ds very llmtle doubt that . the Telugu

Kamsalas(\pmberlng 295 ooo)and the Devange weavers(;@mberiﬁg 286,00Q)
(See Thurston g Yol. 101, pages

’ would 91mi1arly advance their claims.

113 and 143 and Vol. 11, page 156 )

But the matter would not end with that; . for the elaims of sﬁgnars

to be Kshgtriyas’which has led to so much bloddshcd in the past,will

; Jr ; LBy A
inevitably burst again into voleanic activity. The . Shanars number

‘orders of Government, the ranks of the 'tw1ce born' would

. the first place no orders of Government can enforce the s

\M..U b arlus

Ballga‘\ communit y(umberlng over 1, 41 00(9 harbour 1ik' am.

As for Vaigyas the claims of the Komatfis(_pmberlngz
508,000) have not everywhere be:en recognsed’and 1mpartant.
sections of other Chettis(i?osé number is éiveg as 356.6
sure to follow sult; as also will the 011-pr6531ng

number 194,000. (See Thurston s Vol. ¥ for Pallis;

.

.”' A2 o] i
page 313 for VanlyaS°‘ Vo XI5 page 212, for Ber#@hettlso
No doubt if all these claims were recogﬁlsed undgr

Vol. V, page 136 for Nagarth hett1§

be immensely strengthened fbr political.caimpalgnlng.. But

recognition of these various communities by the communitie

whom they wish to be equalised,and'in sgﬁe'casesksueh a réec

nition would be bitterly resented, probably with violence«
Once the clalm of the Sanfashtras is offlclally requnlse
would be 1mp0851b1e to refuse a hearlng to other asplrant
and any attempt on the part of Government to 1ntervens
matters is llkely to brlnp them into ridicule and cont m;

5 Ihmay add that even the Pariahs have recently pro

against being called Pariahs oeranphémaé and their ca
. : ladras ; i
been discussed at 1mmense dlength.by the/Corporation.'
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_persons wer% returnéd'aS'Séﬁrashtré:,
‘and 73, 359 as speakins the language.
‘persons were returned as Sowrashtras

 and 85,574 as_speaking‘the'language;

In 1911 :’4 persons were returned as Sowrashtras
G Wil

and 92,649 as speaking the 1anguage;

These figures, I think are sufficient to show that the

'fénﬁfy in the"languége' coloumn of the Schedule.will~be

anfaéequate check ‘on the entry in the 'caste' column.

I remember the Sowrashtras ralsed the same question

before the last Censusj bﬁt so.far as I am aware Mglony
-

had no trouble in sortlng them all correctly,

Yburs_sincerely,

.
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of Southern India' by E. Thurston Esq.,
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At the census 1901 Tollakkaden (man

hole in his ears) was&%aken»aS‘being“disub-

Shanan, as the people who returned it, de §§_

rice in Madras, used ihe'tithbhadan. '_Madumi

Tinnevelly are eminently the homes of dilatgd‘ég'

Some Tamil traders in these two districts,

themselves as Pandyan, were classified asLS@énéna

Naedan was entered as their title.
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Extract from the Proceedings of an Adjourned Meeting of the Council of the

Governor of Fort 8t. George assembled for the purpose of making Laws
and Regulations under the provisions of the Act of Parliament, 5 & 6
Geo. V. Ch. 61.

The Council re-assembled at the Victoria Buildings, Eguiore, at 11 a.m. on Thursday, the-
19th day of August 1920. ; .

RESOLUTION RE SOURASHTRA.COMMUNITY NOT TO BE TREATED
AS NON-BRAHMANS.

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. Narastuma Avvar :—Your Excellency, the resolution which I
have the honour to move runs in these terms—

» ‘XXVIIL This Council recommends to His Excellency in Council that:
Sourashtra community should not be treated as non-Brahmans in the matter
of elections, in the matter of census classification or in any other matter
against the expressed wishes of that community.’

« Since this resolution has been on the table I have had free discussion with practically
every non-official gentleman here present and with those hundreds of representatives of the
Sourashtra community.”

His Excellency the PrEsipeNT :—‘ Order, order. I do not think the Honourable Member -
must refer to the presence of gentlemen in the Stranger’s Gallery.” :

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. NarasimaA Ayvar :—¢ The resolution is tantamount to saying
that this Council recommends to His Hxcellency the Governor in Council that the Government
be pleased not to classify the Sourashtra community as Brahman or non-Brahman for purposes -
of the coming elections to the Legislative Council.

¢ T also undersiand that the Grovernment do not want to tread on the corns of anybody
least of all the Sourashtra Brahmans.” , :

His Bxcellency the PrEstornT :— I think the Honourable Member had better leave the -
Government to say what their views are.”

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. Narasiupa Avvar :—* I only say that as since the policy of 1913
was given out there has been no declaration of policy to the contrary, I presumed the same-
policy regarding census would be continued.

- ¢ The only point which I want to press is with reference to Legislative Council elections
whether the Government should classify the Sourashtras as Brahmans or non-Brahmans. This
point would not have arisen but for the fact that a Government Order has recently issued to -
the effect that the Sourashtra community should be classified as non-Brahmans as regards the
Legislative Council elections. When I mention that there is a Government, Order it is not
my intention to lay any blame on the Government for having issued it. They might have issued"
it for very good reasons. The question is not what was the occasion which led to the issue of
the Government Order but only whether it is necessary or right for the Government so to classify -
the Nourashtras and whether it is desirable that Government should interfere with questions of
community and give us a decision on the matter.”

The Hon’ble Mr. C. G. ToprunTER :— The Government Order does not classify them as -
non-Brahmans but w:¢% non-Brahmans.”

The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. Narasimua Ayvar :— Thete is' a Government Order and a press .

eoinmuniqué also has been published. The press communiqué put them as non-Brahmans and

tbe Goversment Order with non-Brahmans. It does mot matter which particular paper says
which. Both emanated from the Government. The reason why I am before this house is that
this Government Order, however blameless according to the view of the officers that issued it, has
had the effect of electrifying the whole Sourachtra community. I hold in my hands resolutions -
passed by the community in every place, where this community lives, Dindigul, Salem, Coimba-
tore 'and Kumbakonam. Resolutions after resolutions have come up. Some of them go even
so far as to authorize me to put forward their claims in the Council. So I have got a commis-
sion, an authority from them. But even apart from that, as an elected non-official member
I have a right to bring forward any specific point of public interest before the Council. The
specific point is whether it is necessary at present for the Government to classify the Sourashtra
Brahmans with the non-Brahmans. On that question alone I would entreat the Honourable
Members to comment and I hope that Honourable Members who speak after me will confine:
themselves to this particular issue. It is no use going into other broad issues. I do not wish to-
tread on the corns of anybody  There have been bitter and acrimonious discussions about other
communities in the past. It has been said that among the Brahman community there 'is a
particular class of Brahmans. I do not wish to mention names even under great provocation—
who are regarded as non-Brahmans at particular hours of the day. L do not wish to go into-

~these painful details but I do not think it is the function of the Legislative Couoneil or that of a

Government to find out whether any particular person belongs to any particular class or caste.
A zeally believe that no trouble at all will arise if Government do not commit themselves in this.
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themselves Brahmans. But as some of my friends have pointed out by assuming that position,
they will be losers. 8o the fact that they come forward to cdll themselves as Brahmans shows that
really there is a feeling, and the Government should not allow this feeling to be engendered.”

The Hon’ble Diwan Bahadur T. DEsika AcmrArIVAR :(— Your Excellency, I hail from a
district in which there is a large body of silk weavess who call themselves Sourashtra Brahmans.
They have put forward thie claim not in 1920 but to my knowledge ever since I began to prac-
tise in 1891, T'he question was raised in comneszion with the ceremony of adoption. The
adoption was attacked on the ground that it was either made during the time of pollution or it :
was not accompanied with certain ceremonies which are necessary for a Brahman adoption.
Whether these silk weavers are Brahmans or nob, it is not possible easily to determine and it is
nbt necessary to do so here and now. If a controversy is started whether even the acknowledged.
Brahmans are Brahmans, it must-be a very difficult matter to decide. The question resolves:
itself into this. The Sourashtra Brahman speaks a separate dialect which is more akin to
Prakrit, old corrupt Sanskrit, rather than to any South Indian vernacular. He has not inter-
married with any of the southern races. He bas called himself Brahman not now but for a:
number of years. He produces some documents the genuineness of which need not be examined
or decided here. Suffice it to say that he does claim and has claimed for a long time to be a
Brahman and there appears to be no necessity to say he is not a Brahman. The tendency in
India, and in Southern India in particalar, is for the class falling in the category of ‘non-
. Brahmans’ gradually to ascend in the social scale, eventually to reach the class styling itself

Brahman., Thereare proverbs illustrating this fast. Gradually the non-Brahman classes seek to:
go up to a higher stage in social evolution. Perhaps in these days to call it higher or lower might
give offence. I do not think it is necessary for Government to tackle this difficult problem and
Tabel anybody Brahman or unon-Brahman. It is enough that the silk weavers are styled
¢ Sourashta Brahmans’ as they do wish to style themselves. The question whether a person:
who is a Sourashtra Brahman is a Brahman or a non-Brahman might perhaps be left to the
law courts to determine. Why should the Government take all this trouble in arriving at a
solution of so difficalt a problem ? It is best perhaps tosay that the Government had no opinion
on such matters. : | S
«8o far as I am concerned—and T think I am voicing the sentiments of many of
the Honourable Members here when I say so—1I am strongly of opinion that Government should
say that they are not desirous to classify the silk weavers in question, for electoral purposes, as
¢ non-Brahmans.’ ” ‘e ¥ :
The Hon’ble Rai Bahadur T. N. StvaeNanvam Prurar :—% Your Excellency, I rise to
support the resolution-moved by my friend the Houn’ble Mr. Narasimha Ayyar. In doing so, I
shall offer only a few remarks., My friends, the Hon’ble Mr. Desika Achariyar, the Hon’ble
Mr. Ramanuja Achariyar and’ the Honourable Mover himself, come from districts where the
Sourashtras are in a minority, but I vepresent the Madara, Tinnevelly and Ramnad districts
where they are in a majority. In fact it is the parent stock from which off-shonts have spread
to Trichinopoly, Tanjore and Salem. . In the course of my official career, I had to spend one -
year at Madura town and that was at a period when, in consequence of the outbreak of the
Buropean war, there was such a scarcity for aniline dyes that the Government were obliged to
interfore in order to make an equitable distribution of the available quantity. Tn that connexion,.
the Collector of my district and myself had to visit every Sourashtra house of importance and
find out for ourselves how much stock each had and how the remaining stock could be distri-
buted. With the knowledge gained at such close quarters I am able to say confidently th:

for generations past and the people of Madura as a whole do not resent that idea, but have in
way been recognizing the privilege whioh they are claiming. To my knowledge there has nc
been any instance where any member of any caste other than the Sonrashtra commuuity had
disputed that claim in courts. Tn ordinary life they think that these peopls are faddists and
that they claim to some higher class ; but really they do not want to bother themselves to find
out whether that claim is right or not. If they really thought otherwise they would certainly
have moved the villagers and moved every person interested in caste movement to get a decision
on that point That they have not done. The Sourashtra people say that they came from the
Sourashtra country in the north and being situated in midst of a Hindu population (Dravidian
population) they had to contend against very great odds; and, so far as 1 know, they appear
to have a cadjan document purporting to be the decree of Queen Mangammal about two
centuries ago. As my friend the Hon’ble Mr. Desika Achari put it, I do not vouch for the
aceuracy or genuineness of that document, bat its age goes to show that this claim is not one-
which was set up in the near past. - It has been in existence for a long time. Looking at that
docnument it will bo seen that certain busy bodies arrested certain Sourashtras professing to
Brahmans and performing certain brahmanical rights and sent them all the way from Mad
to Trichinopoly. Queen Mangammal, with an insight peculiar to her sex and characterist
her wisdom, ordered an assembly to meet for discussing the matter and coming to a conclusig
‘L he result of that discussion is very favourable to the Sourashtra Brahmans. They
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that their troubles were over then, but after the advent of the British Grovernment in connexion
with the census operations 30 years ago, that difficulty again arose. People wanted to put
them as nmon-Brahmans. They had a very hard fight and, as a result of that fight, they got
the censas authorities to recognize them as Sourashtra Brahmans and in that capaeity they were
roturned in the census. Thirty years after the lapse of that occurrence, the difficulty has now
arisen, not out of any extraneous cause, but on account of the suo motu action taken by the
Government, There was no necessity for theissue of the Press Communiqué of 5th June 1920.
We have got only four lines in that press communiqué which says that they will be classed
as non-Erahmans. It is not for me to question the soundness or the aceuracy of this statement,
but what I wish to say is that the necessity has not arisen. Under the new Reformed Councilg;
the Hindus, i.e., the non-Moslems, have been given sixty and odd seats. Certain portions of
the Hindus calling themselves non-Brahmans came up before the t overnment and wanted a
certain number of seats to be earmarked for them. The Sourashtra community was not one
of the communities that put up that claim, although a membher of that community was on the
staff representing non-Brahmans. He proclaimed publicly that when he sided with non-Brah-
mans it was only as an individual and not as a member of the non-Brahman community.”

The Hon’ble Mr. €. G. ToprUNTER :— Has the Honourable Member read his evidence ?*’

The Hon’ble Rai Bahadur T. N. StvaeNanam Proiar:—¢ Then I shall avoid that poiat.
T read what he spoke the other day in a public meeting and I thought that was tho last word on
the subject. Being a debatabls point I will steer clear of it. Now the Sourashtra community,
as a community, did not claim to b non-Brahmans and did not want seats to be reserved for
them. So the matter may be left entirely t> them t> decide. Whoever wishes to go into the
olass of non-Brahmans, let him go, and whoever wishes to go into the general community, let

. him go into it for the purpose of deciding that issue. It is not nmecessary to declare the Sou-
raghtra community as a non-Brahman community. With these few vemarks T heartily support

the motion made by the Ho v’ble Mr. Narasimha Ayyar.”

The Hon’ble Mr. B. Vexkatapart Ragu:—* Your Excellency, though I am prepared to
heartily support the proposition meved by the Hon’ble Mr. Narasinsha Ayyar, 1 rise to oppose
some of the observations made by some of my iriends, because that will make a bad precedent.
TFirst of all the Government are perfectly justified in issuing the communiqué because some of
the Sourashtras themselves convened & meeting to proclaim that they are not mon-Brahmans.
And if Mr, Narasimha Ayyar to-morrow wants them to be olassified as non-Brahmans, is it or
is it not the duty of the Government to class them correctly ? Perhaps they are Brahmans. All
Brahmans are anxious to take them into their fold, but to say that the Government have no
business to issue the communiqué, I strongly take exception.

<8, far as the census operations are concerned whenever objection is taken that they are
ot Brahmans, they may be classed as Sourashtra Brahmans. Whatever his inclination may
be, he will not become a Brahman if he is not a Brahman. There are many fishermen who call
‘themselves ¢ Agnikula Kshatriyas’. The Kshatriyas have no quarral with them so long as the
-adjective is appended to their claim to distinguish them from the others.

« 71t is for the Government, so faras the election campaigns are concerned, to decide

whether the Sourashtras should have the privileges as Brahmans or non-Brahmans. Brahmans

have no privileges if at all there were disabilities in the Government employment as non-
Brabmans are supposed to be preferred. Sourashtras do not want any privileges, Therefore
‘there is absolutly no reason to deny them the position when no community objects to it el

pray the Government would issue 2 communiqué on the subject out of consideration to thedr=< =

feelings.” :

The Hon’ble Rao SahibM. C. Murrayva Crerrrvar:— The proposition moved by the
Hon’ble Mr. B. V. Narasimha Ayyar is an innocuous one. The Sourashtra community have
distinetly a status of their own. Their creed and customs and religious practices and their
origin and their history go to prove that they are more brabmanical than otherwise. There was
a time, Your Excellency, not very long ago, when some members of this community themselves
doubted their status but recently there has been a general awakening that they are Brahmans.
There will be nn injustice or impropriety done by the Government in accepting this resolution,
particularly in view of the fact that it has been mg¥ed by a Smarta Brahman, seconded by a
Vaishnava Brahman and supported by a Kanarese Brahman.”

The Hon’ble Rao Bahadar T. Namserumar Cmerrr:—“ Your Excellency, I wish to
add a fow words There are a certain class of artisans who belong to the class of goldsmiths

~_and silversmiths and call themselves as Viswakarma Brahmans, and who observe Brahman rites.

The so-called Brahmans proper do not however admit them in their fold. Similarly I don’t see
_any objection why these Sourashtras also should not be allowed to call themselves Brahmans,
and therefore I support the resolution.” ;

The Hon’ble Mr. K. VengaTarpayva PaxroLy:— Your Excellency, I am an Andhra
Brabman, and the Hon’ble Mr. Muttayya Chetti referred to me as having already supported this
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_resolution. I mow rise to doso and say that the resolution does not lack support from an

Andhra Brahman. Personally speaking, I have no objection to any person calling himself a
Brahman. I think this is a case to which the prineiple of self-determination should be applied.
Tt does not matter anything to others if a Sourashtra calls himself a Brahman. If he wants him-
self to be classed as a Brahman, he should be classed assuch. So far as the general right of election

_and privilege of franchise are concerned, he will ke under disability. In spite of it, if the

Sourashtas desire to style themselves as Brahmans, there is no reasan why the Government
should come in their way. Ol course, they cannot be admitted in the Brahman fold. But that
qeestion does nob arise here. Even among the Brahmans themselves there are different sects; one
sect does not dine with the other, nor does it marry into another. There are different sub-
divisions in that caste which are compartmental and it does not make any real difference to add

one more sect to it. In fact they don’t want to be styled as Brahmans but only Sourashtra

Brahmans. As a matter of fact, one Andhra Queen, about 200 years back, seems to have recog-

.nized them ns Brahmans, and it would ke altogether wrong on my part, being myself an Andhra,

to object now to the resolution and therefore I support it.”

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur A. T. G. M. Arnap Taysr MARAREAYAR :—¢ Your BExcel-
lenoy, I am a Muohammadan. I just-want to say a_few words. Several classes of Brahmans

and non-Brahmans have supported the resolution. Tt is immaterial to my caste or my creed

whether you include the Sourashtras either among Brahmans or non-Brahmans.  Bnt I know as

_a merchant, T have great dealings with the Sourashtras, they always say they are a better class

of Brahmans. Credit should be given to their claims, and as this house has no objection and as
several Brahmans of different classes have supported the proposition, I too have no objection.
Yet I wish to say a few words. . T don’t mean to wonnd the feelings of the Sourashtras. As my
Hon’ble friend, Mr. Numberumal Chetti, has said, there are certain classes of people belonging
to the blackemith and goldsmith classes who also observe Brahman customs and I wish that their
case also shonld be considered. With these remarks I support the resolution.”

The Hon’ble Rao Bahadur N. SusBa Rao:—* Your Excellency, there is nota single
Sourashtra in my district and I hold no mandate from anybody and nobody waited upon me in
deputation. But all the same, I support the resolution on the sole gronnd that I belong to a
school of thought founded by Justice Chandavarkar who hold that all caste and caste troubles
must disappear from this land. So on that account I welcome this kind of request from these
people and similar people and T would like that similar requests should come from Christians
and Muhammadans and other classes (laughter) so that we may all commingle together. We
know some classes of Brahmans would like to be called non-Brahmans if they can be allowed
by the Government to do so; but at any rate I submit, Your Excellency, that this is a very
good augury because this shows that we want to mingle with each other. So, 1 support the
jproposition.” ;

The Hon’ble the Rasa or Prrmaruram:—*1 beg to support this resolution. As a
particular community wishes to be classed as Brahmans, the Brahmans are prepared to receive
them and the non-Brahmans are prepared to let them go, I hope the Government will accept the
resolution.”

The Hon’ble Mr. T. ArumarNataa Privat:— I rise to support this resolution. But I
find that it will lead to some difficalty in the working of this resolution so far as the election
21165 are concerned. But as all my friends here and all my Hindu friends—I am not a Hindu—

“dre agreed that they ought to be treated not as non-Brahmans, I have not got the slightest.

objection. But only I would point out to Your Excellency’s Government, befors Your Excel-
lency takes any definite action in this matter, that Your Excellency’s Government as well as
the Government of India have divided the Hindus into two classes only, the Brahmans and the
non-Brahmans ; and I do not believe that they have reserved a sort ‘of middle class between
Brahmans and non-Brahmans. Unfortunately Mr. Narasimha Ayyar’s resolution says that
they ought not to be treated as non-Brahmans, but I do not believe that my friend intends or
would like to say that they should be treated quite as good & Brahman as himself.”

The Hon'ble Mr. B. V. Narasruaa Avvar :—¢ Why not ?”
The Hon’ble Mr. T. ArRumaiNaTHA Prizar:—¢ Bat that is not what I find here. If that

_difficulty can be solved by Your Kxcellency’s Government, I am glad that this Legislative

Council has now turned into a priestly panchayat to convert ome seet of people into another
sect. I have not got the slightest objection for the resolution.”

The Hon’ble Mr. C. G. TopBUNTER :— At the outset I was disposed to regret that this
question had ever been brought forward, but now that I have heard the opinions to which
expression has been given by Honourable Members of this Couneil, I am beginning to regret that
it was not brought forward some months ago, when it might have afforded a solution of the
Brahman-non-Brahman question which was referred for settlement to Lord Meston. If the new
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plan of self-determination of caste which has been so eloquently advocated to-day were to be
generally adopted, the time might come when we all would be Brahmans tog_ether and the non-
Brahman difficulty would cease to exist, and perhaps there would not be sufficient left even' to fill
the reserved seats. However, pending the coming of that happy era, we must deal with the~
question in issue, and for the immediate fature, T am afraid the resolution, which provides for-
leaving caste questions to the will of the community coneerned, goes rather too far,

¢« Tn this connexion, one Honourable Member has referred to the report on the census of
1891 as having conceded the claim of the Sourashtra community. I should like to refer him to-
what Mr. Francis said in dealing with the question in the report on the succeeding census. He"
said :—* A really scientific classification requires full materials from the fields of early verna--
oular literature, history, folklore, customs, archaology, epigraphy and anthropometry, and none:
of these have yet been thoroughly explored.” I need hardly say that, when deciding the quesa~
tion that was placed before them, the Government had no time to explore these various fields,
nor had they any wish to act as a court of caste or to interfere in any way with questions relat-
ing to the Hindu religion. The Hon’ble Mr. Sivagnanam Pillai has found fault with us for
taking up the matter suo moty, ‘while another Honourable Member has said that we have
unnecessarily raised the guestion. I should like therefore to explain how the question was
raised. It was not raised by the Government at all. It was raised by a member of the Sourashira
community who wrote to us a letter in which he said that the Sourashtras were not accepted by
the South Indian Krahmans as Brahmans and he asked us this question: ¢Ifin the coming
lections £ or the Reformed Councils, a member of the Sourashtra community takes it into his
head to stand as a eandidate for a non-Brahman seat, will his election be valid and in order ?’
He also asked for permission to use our reply as he thought it. We thought it best to do the
publicity ourselves and so issued the commuriqué which has given rise to this controversy.” -

~ “In doing so, we were answering to the best of our ability an administrative question to
which the enquirer was entitled to have a reply. As T have said, we had no desire to answer
a caste question, for which materials were not available. ‘We acted on prima facie grounds and
largely on grounds supplied by the community itself. As the Honourable Mover says that
feeling runs very strongly on the subject, it will perhaps be wisest not to go into that material,
But there are one or two points upon which some misconception has arisen and I think it may
be well that T should touch very briefly upon them. ;
~ «TIn the first place, reference has been made to Queen Mangammal’s sasazam and it has
been said that she declared the Sourashtras by that sasamam to be Brahmans. Now, I don’t
think that the sasanam will bear that interpretation. 1 have here a translation of the sasanam:
put int by the Sourashtra community and I should like to read to the Council their interprota-:
tion of it :— ,
¢ Since those great men thus assembled assure us that the Sourashtras have Brahmanical
rites and ceremonies after consuiting the Shashtras, and since we have made inquiries into the
actions and performances that are being followed by the Sourashtras of Madura and other places,
we proclaim that you are at liberty to follow the footsteps of your forefathers, in all your rites
and ceremonies and to live and prosper here generation after generation.’

“ Now, I put it to the Council that this declaration does not declare the Sourashtras to be
Brahmans. All it does is to restore to them the right to perform certain ceremonies which had
been interfered with. In other words, Queen Mangammal was a very a wise lady and avoided
issuing a definite judgment on this very intricate question, and the Government of Madras as at
present constituted propose to follow the excellent example of Queen Mangammal.

« Tn the next place, with reference to the statement that has been made that the Govern-
ment have agreed to return in the censvs any one as of the caste to which he declares himsel
to belong, I should like to explain what is the exact situation. The instructions to the enumer-
ators are to record the caste which the persons enumerated declare. But they also record
their house language and other particulars. When the slips come to be sorted, they are sorted
into various large groups, one of which is a group by house language. Thus, it was ascertained
at the last census that there were 70,000 Sourashtras, that is to say, 70,000 persoms speaking
the house language of the Sourashtra community, of whom I may remark in passing only some
7,300 returned themselves as Brahmans. At the same time, these 710,000 did not form part of
the 62 millions of South Indian Brahmans. It was left open to any person who considered the
Sourashtra Brahmans to be Brahmans to add this 70,000 to the Brahman total and to any oue
who thought otherwise to leave the total as it stood.

¢« Whether the claim of the Sourashtras to be treated as Brahmans for the purposes of the

- olections is an admission against their own interests or not, I accept the Honourable Mover’s
assurance that no member of the community intends to claira the privilege of standing for a re-
gerved seat, which it was suggested in the letter which gave rise to the controversy was likely to
be claimed. Even if he does so, the question whether he is entitled to the privilege or not will,
as an Honourable Member has remarked, be a matter for decision by the election authorities.
This being s0, the question which gave riso to the controversy need never bave been asked, and
the necessity of answering it need never have been imposed upon the Government, Acting on
this assurance, the Government are quite willing to return to the stafus gquo ante, and if the:
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Honourable Mover will amend his resolution so as to run ¢ that this Council recommends to His
Excellency the Governor in Council that the Government be pleased to refrain from any
declaration as to the caste of the Sourashtra community for the purposes of election,” we shall
be glad to accept the resolution in those terms. As I have said before, we cannot accept it in
the terms on the paper, which imply what has been termed the right of self-determination. of
caste.”’ - .

His Excellency the PrEsiprnt :— So far as T am personally concerned, the debate has been
interesting and instructive, I should like to inform Honourable Members that my first know-
ledge of the feeling that there was amongst the Sourashtras in regard to the press communiqué
issued by the Government was on my way from Kodaikanal to Madura when I received a letter
aid a telegram from the Secretary to an organization of the Sourashtra community exhorting
me to o back to Madras because they were so displeased with His Excellency the Governor's
recent behaviour in having allowed the press communiqué to issue, that they proposed to shuf
all their houses and make the city one of mourning ou his arrival. -I am glad to inform Honour-
able Members that during the night they changed their minds and, when I arrived at Madura, I
found a great many people who were apparently very pleased to see us. Now I should like to
emphasize what my Hon’ble Colleague .Mr. Todhunter said with regard to the reasons for issu-
ing this communiqué. I donot think it just or fair that some Honourable Members have tried
to put the responsibility of this communiqué upon Government. The fact is as my Honourable
COolleague has stated that a letter was sent to us demanding an answer to a certain question with
regard to the position of Sourashtras ati the coming election, and we gave to the best of our
ability a perfectly definite reply. I would only add this that, as ‘far as I am individually con-
cerned, I can assure the Honourable Members, that in that reply we had no intention of any sort,
kind or description to assert that from a religious or caste point of view the Sourashtra was a
Brahman or a non-Brahman. What we did want to do—I hope I may be allowed to say so—
was to give the Sourashtra the best chance that we could at the election. It we put him down
as a non-Brahman, he would have the advantage of standing for election among the 26 reserved
geats. But he thinks he had better not. Very well, we have no objection. I agree with my
Honourable Colleague when he said that he proposed to accept the resolution on certain terms.
T would only add that this discussion has increased the bewilderment that I have always folt
since I have been here with regard to the intricacies, mazes and difficulties in the matter of
communities in the Madras Presidency. :

“ The resolution proposed now is : ¢ That this Council recommends to His Excellency the
‘Governor in Council that the Government be pleased to refrain from any declaration as to the
caste of the Sourashtra community for the purposes of election to the Legislative Couneil *.”’

The resolution as amended was put to the vote and carried.

F. J. RICHARDS,
Acting Secretary to Govt., L. § M. (Legislative) Dept.

MADRAS: PRINTED BY THE SUPEKINTENDENT, GOVERKMENT PRLSS,
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