T R ——

R R Y . RS




o)
mfﬁ)\} 55) 611‘”7%5(90“‘2) e

) S Fod607%) L__,.__-—-(Q() 6\9’@*""\)

LD D 5¥) DY 2] '5(9
werCmyorn £ Garsd, '3&5) 29

k) Ry ¢ &_‘% M’),MOC\ » VA
’),))gh)wﬂ&” b/m G?Qm(_a ¢

~d {m) Seo 0&1)0\; 9¢49JWD.AJJ

J&wﬁ%OAO@AO&
»3(9 a\f\j.‘_%)_a@} 916_:9J Aas >R

Desrmng Cr Lo (S hDOEN )t ey
N Fr i ;Lz,—fms—/_ﬁ%
4 X)ON%?@&F
,na,@w e /7/5;/»'
M}:l 01——3< 44,9@%‘0‘1&’




x

ol

ot
P g
1/ ) Loﬁn' 695m(9 = VI N ) R : 'Snuth Arcot distrlct

%»/fﬂo /7
Lo Graky s e nct s 4 I v

3

S Ve a\f}‘7 /ZMJ\) / . ~ sheweth

oy )G '—N.Lo/n@mib@’u X ‘ 7 i : : : . _ &
I3 17 1/ ///g = G 1« Tnat on 21—1] 191&5 tha petltloner bubmltted

So. ) ser55 <7 | e
D IQJ e’ VA /Sdsf\% e  : ' o ecretar,\, of State fior India througn the Gov

s Da ) O # e 5)
Q e dn 4 5D o

that it referred to a matter already 1§p s [

of lndla)m GO0 aol (Pub) dated ]b 3—1916

atlon of the ‘G overnment and prays th&tihl‘



el

SR

»

|
|
|
|
|
|

Tle Bight Dononeable
i The Seovetary of St

\

The humble Mahazarnama of the undersigned Memorialists the Mahajana and. others.

1 Mhetw 0.0 1085—3 . 48841 ol
e two Mahazars dated ———-o and Z5- 1709 heretofore submitted by us

“to His Excellency the Governor of Madras and the Mahazarnama dated o 5_”;

submitted to His Excellency the Viceroy of India through the Governor of ‘Madras,
regarding the management of religious endowments of Hindu Temples, Muts, Feeding
Choultries, Watersheds, Chavadies and Vedic Schools have been endorsed upon to the
effect that “the matter will receive the consideration of Government.”  Not 'H
has been decided as yet. All the abovementioned charities from the Himalayas
Cape Comorin are common to all the Hindus. It is unjust that Gurukals, Pujar
Darmakartas or Committee Members should be permitted to expend the incomes as
they like and misconduct themselves. : e

2. Many a Rajah have ruled in India and are gone. Only their charitable
deeds have survived. Amongst them Sriramachandra Murthi and Srikrishna Murt
are being worshipped as God’s Incarnate for the purposs of protecting the righteéﬁsr
and destroying the wicked, by the people and other Rajahs. This Ramachan
Murthi and Srikrishna Murthi have advised the future Rajahs to the effect that the
should never fail in their duty to maintain the charitable institutions established
the pious. Thus have they often done at diflerent times. Now that thegl-—ﬁracio
Majesties the Kive Grorcr V and QueeN MARY come t0 Delhi as God’s Tncarnate fo
,‘;éche purpose of being crowned as Emperor and Empress of India, if their Maj
" tould graciously be pleased to direct that the aforesaid institutions shoul
“maintained and managed properly they will be looked upon and worshipped as
so long as the sun and the moon last.- People also will prosper and be happy. It
redound to the Glory of the Government. o :

3. That the former Native Princes and private individuals endowed
thanams with plenty of arable lands, topes and flower-gardens, and also dug up tem
ponds and constructed mantapams. About the year 1807, with a view to ca
the object and intentions of the donors, Government made additional grant
own and granted Tastik amounts according to the then-selling prices, in the
lands which they treated as Ayan, and made over other lands, topes, flow
temple ponds, etc., with Government sanction and got them all registere
properties in Pymash accounts of Fasli 1217. ' ' i
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4. That in the year 1843, trustees were appointed for big temples and small
ones were entrusted to villagers and accounts were taken only for cash payments, and

the amounts were paid. No notice was taken of other lands and other incomes, and -

from that time forward some lands and other properties have miscarried.

That under Act XX of 1863, Devasthanam Committees were formed, and
the duties that devolved on the Board of Revenue and ‘Collector under Act VII, of
1817 were transferred to the Committees who appointed trustees for each tem
under section 4 of Act XX of 1863, and made over to them the Temples. Middlifrg
temples were taken no note of. Accounts were not strictly demanded and the
Government did not concern itself with taking any account, and the Committee do
not care to publish any summary of them. There is thus no way of knowing what
is going on in Temples, and many Temples have not made pooja in them. Some
trustees of Tastik Temples have claimed them as their own, while the managers of
small temples have asserted their rights to them, and lands and other temple proper-
ties have been alienated by mortgages and sales. Insome cases Pattahs are transferred
to the names of the trustees. Hven the Government authorities have levied assess-
ments on temple lands and issued pattas te outsiders. Thus irregularities are rife.

5. That it is unjust and improper that persons having mirasi right of Fusli 1217
for puja, trusteeship or ownership to such endowments, should fulfil their duty only
partly and elaim the restas theirs or to resort to misappropriation by bringing endow-
ment property under sale or under mortgages and to refuse to submit accounts to
Devastanam Committee and for Devastanam Committee to omit to take accounts from
the delinquent trustees. It naturally devolves on the Devastanam Committee to
discharge the duties formerly performed by the Board of Revenue under Act VII of
1817 and to take accounts for such-charities.

Mr. S. Panduranga Mudaliar, the President of the South Arcot Devastanam
Committee in the Madras Presidency having prescribed forms for submitting regular
accounts of receipts and expenditure and having also issued circulars that proper
persons should be appointed for the purpose of checking them, that these persons
should send in their reports after they examine the accounts and that one per cent
of the charity income should be sent for the expenses of the management, a large sum
has been collected accordingly. Many other cases are yet pending. If the Government
should take the matter into their consideration, appoint Managing Committee anda
issue proper orders every now and then for their guidance, everything will be proper
managed. There will be no room for any sort of wrong dealing with charitable

properties. If there be any misappropriation they will be easily found out and the

money thus lost or misappropriated will be recovered then and there.

That it is a sacred obligation for the Government and the Committee to safe-
duard the charities and to enforce their fulfilment accordmor to the original founders
object and intentions and to provide against miscarriages that are cropping up rather
numerously.

6. Act No. XX of 1863 has been passed for the management of the abovesaid
charities and there is a Board’s Standing Order No. 77 for the appointment of Commit-
tee Members. In para 14 it has been stated that registered copies should be sent to
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voters asking them to come and vote in person for such persons as they think proper
after due enquiries made. They do not vote in the said manner, nor do they know
that they should come and vote in person, nor do they care. The President of the
Committee sends copies to whomsoever he likes and asks them to vote for his own
men. The appointment of Committee Members are improperly made. The present '
arrangements that the affairs of the Temples of great endowments should be managed
y Panchayats or Darmakartas and that of the smaller ones by the villagers them-
Taves may well exist as it now is; but if the Government should be pleased to order
that members of Committees be appointed from among persons such as the following,
then such of the religious institutions as have been ruined will be restored to their
former position and grandeur and their management will be properly conducted.

Description of persons from among whoni\ members are to be appointed : —

A. Those that have endowed lands for religious use, income from which
1s not less than Rs. 10 per annum.

B. Those that have made a gift of jewels worth not less than Rs. 10,00§

Those that have gifted houses carrying rent of not less than Rs. 25
per annum.

D. Those that make oopayam (2.uwb) or kattalais (.- cZ%r =) incurring
an expenditure of Rs. 125 per annum.

L. Those that give to Darma Sabha Rs. 25 year after year or ‘havé given
Rs. 225 once for all or in a lump.

F. Those that have donated Rs. 225 per annum or Rs. 2500 in 4 lump
for the purpose of (#@luafl) thirupani or Temple repairs.

G. And those that are permanent inhabitants of the place Well versed
in the Sastras. ~

It is also desirable that the Government should direct that in appointing members
for Village, Taluq, District, Presidency and for India asa whole, the rank and posmon
of the members of any such Committee be ten times greater than those of the next

below and also that each Committee submit their accounts to the Committes next
higher to themselves.

C} 7 Therefore we do pray that their Majesties at the time of their ng%g Crowned at
1085-3, s 0 00
4-5-08 25-11-09 * 24511
previously submitted and are now under consideration by Government, Temples,
Mosques, Matams, Choultries, Water-shed chavidies and Vedavrithi etc. be properly
looked into, that pujahs and nivadhiams that have now remained unperformed
revived, that lands and other things endowed for religious purposes but are now _m%&
appropriated be restored to its former purposes and that the endowers of the
charitable institutions themselves do establish Managing Committees as Village Sabah, -
Taluq Sabah, District Sabah, Presidency Sabah and Sabah for the whole of Indla for
the purpose of systematically maintaining the abovesaid Dharmas. Xl

Delhi may order and direct that as stated in Mahazars viz:




, ’l‘he followmnr papers relatum to this subJect are also herewmh submitted for
Lréfereuc

3 " A. Printed copy of the Memorial to His Excellency the Governor in
‘Council, dated 2-2-08, Fort Saint George, Madras, and the reply thereto 4-5-08.

: 15% Prmted copy of the Memorial to His Excellency the Governor in
Counc11 Fort Saint George, Madras, dated 25-9-1909 andireply thereto, dated 25th

‘November1909. Ca

C. Printed copy of the Memorml to His Excellency The Right Honour-
-able the Vlceroy & Governor-General of India, Calcutta, dated 15th April 1911,
-and the endorsemenb thereon by the Government of Madras, (1ated 24th May 1911,
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,_ The most humble Memorial of Sres Ranga Chariar, Devastanan Committee
ate Superintendant, South Avcot residing at Odiyattur, Odiyattur Post, Via

? ' : : : Q) 4 Mugayur S.I.R., Tirukoilur Taluk, South Arcot District, Madras Presidency and
' _ . others.

SHEWETH,

1. That on the dates 30-11-1911, 15-10-1911, 1-12-1911, 11-3-1912, 23-5-1913,
the Memorialists submitted petitions to you regarding the administration and
Management of Temples, Samadhis, Mauts, Feeding choultrys, watersheds, Chavadis
and Vedic schools etc., through the Government of Madras Vide G. 0. 672—3/
5-6-1912 and 725—6/14-6-1913 Public Department and by way of reply they received
an endorsement thereon from the Government of Madras to the effect that proper

arrangements would be made regarding them after the close of the present war.
Vide G. 0. No. 501 dated 16-3-1916. '
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2. That proper as the reply is in the present circumstances the Memorialists

would nevertheless submit the following to be taken into consideration when the
arrangements above referred to are to be made.
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3. That oyr sastras repeatedly declare that the Rajahs or the Rulers are
responsible for the sinful or righteous deeds of their subjects; that where truth,
austerities and gifts prevail there the enemies all perish; that Dharma, being
protected they are in their turn protected by Dharmadevetah ; that alms-giving
has no equal in merit especially when it is coupled with giving instructions in the

Vedasastras and that in short the practice of these virtuous deeds leads one to
Moksha itself, i

O | N e BB BFFY '2"“

4. That the Memorialists also beg to submit that by the grant of large extent

(L lands for religious purposes, by building up choultrys for the feeding of the poor,

% encouraging the study of the Vedas and others, by conferring shrothriams on

learned Pandits, it is by deeds such ag these alone Rajahs and others in ancient times
lived a prosperous, long and happy life. - :

5. That now however these things have all either disapproved or materially

diminished owing to hon-management or mismanagement on the part of those
concerned viz., the successor of the original endowers and the Local Fund Depart-
ment*whose business it is to look after them. No food is given to Athithig
(#&8se) ; Endowed lands have been alienated and other wrongs and irregularities
committed with none to enquire into or care for them and as a necessary result the

whole country is sunk in an ocean of sorrow and distress ; its prosperity and good
name being things of the past. ;
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6. That the Memorialists therefore think that if proper enquiries be instituted
into these matters with a view to ascertain the extent of lands endowed originally
and i in recent times by way of gifts, wills ete., their incomes, and the way in which

" they are spent with reference to rules framed in that behalf, then will be manifest

“the enormous wrongs perpetrated and the number of false statements made to cover ‘ i :
1them and to make Wrong look like righ. i : , P : ‘ SRp A : ‘ i W i)  ee—

s 7 Tha.t. in these circumstances the Memorialists beg to submit’ the follow1gﬁ)
- scheme for your kind and generous consideration and adopblon if approved or wi
such modlﬁcatlons as it may deem proper. i e i
8. That a committes be appointed ‘consist-ing of members to be elected by the:
Sl - inhabitants of each wvillage in the country as
A. The village Magistrate and Munsif . : : ; ;
of each village. noted in the margin. This commitiee 1s to

~ B, Those that have endowed lands for insist upon every household to set apart a

reli 5 f hich . : 5
i: ,;%2011;1;1 S&;ﬁ“"ﬁ”;‘j’ lboggrwm;fl_ handful of rice daily to be disposed of by them

sem. follows :—
€. Those that have gifted houses etc., e e
worth not less than Rs. 125 for One half of the collection of each village

religious use. s ; < .
;3¢ Thosﬁ that have made a gift of iS t0 be appropriated for the use in that village

%‘;";‘330 worth not less than jtgelf by way of erecting watersheds, establishing
. Those that make Oopayam (eu Bajanasabahs.alms-giving etc; Of the remaining

wi) or Kkattalais (sccrser) QR R e A
jncurring an expenditure of e d‘s“_‘b“?‘ed for like purposes among
_ Rs. 125 per annum. the Taluk ; District Head-quarters and Presi-
T Those tha givo o Dierma s Jongy Towas each ono of theso getting bl of
given Rs. 225 once for all or in what its immediate preceding ones should get.
G. ;ﬁ;’;‘fgab Bave donaicl R 005 The final or the last remiinder going to be
per annum or Rs. 2,500 in a added to the Revenue of the Indian Govern-
lump for the purpose of Thirup- : ; v b ' g
pani or temple afairs. ment to which a proper statement of account : o e

will be submitted.

9. Whimsical and insignificant as the scheme may appear the Memorialists
nevertheless fully believe that it will yield happy results. Plague, Cholera and other
epidemics will disappear from the lands, There will be prosperity, happiness and
contentment in the land and in short both the Rulers and the Ruled togebher wiih
make a heaven of this earth. | A

- 10- The Memorialists therefore humbly pray that every housthold in the
country daily sets apart a handful of rice and the collection distributed as detailed
above in addition to the various reforms to be introduced in connection ‘ﬂ‘f,h the
subject herein referred to for which the Memona.hsbs will ever pra.y as in duby

‘bound.
Devastanam late Supermtendents g Jc 2 Q. ﬂ X }Q M
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