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tmoodside?,
Jotacarmundg,
11th June 1923,

‘ A line 10 let you know that 1
have received your letter of the 9th inst,
on the subJect of ressports -snd em looking

_into the matter,

!

s

Yours sincerely,

o
7&:‘ L0

o - e

The Hon'ble khhan Bshedur !

sebioly Ahmed Tembi Merekksyar Sahib Bshadui|

Negapa tam,

Copy to the Home Department for exemina-

tion of the attached letter.}
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THE HON'BLE KHAN BAHADUR,

: ~A. K. G. AHMED THAMBY MARICAIR, _IMPORTER AND EXP
: 8 . : COMMISSION AND CAT

5 5 BRANCHES: z =
. ® : 307, Thambu Chetty Street, Madras 1’; en«)w’tatam, / i%d""/
| @ 1 B . 20-B, Mogul Street, Rangoon, M
¥ Gable ;'CATTLE,’ " PR

Codes:” Liebers, A+ B- C. 5th Edition and Bentley's P

My Dear Sir,

with reference to the interview I had with

of the passport regulations on Indian passengers p7
the Straits Settiements and Federated Malay State
form you that I moved a resolution at the Council

on 20th November 1919 on this subject, and the Hemb

m&:ﬁpaé~ charge of the port folio, Mlr. A.R.Knapp; replied &
Froan R ‘{';f“: ;
B a9 e "It is really not a matter for the Government
' ,%Eﬂ°%f}g e nto settle. I understand the position to be &
; (&7 —.. M"necessity for these passports arises not fr
| et b fraen @ @0F the Government of the Straits Settlement
s =9 Covettr JW50dy can land there without a passport.”

e~

and on this ground the Government rejected the resol
) The reupon 1 have arranged to find out the views of i
Government on this question through HessrIs. Macki@nbn~
and Co., Hanaging Agents of the British India.S§eam
Co., Ltd., Calcutta, and on their addressing their &

Singapore, they'have received the enclosed reply wh

for-itself. You will kindly observe from this ©

verament of Straits-Settlements do notb insisf t

i gers landing in their Colony should posse

bona fide labourers are exempted from




: While such is the ordinance the Authorities on this si&
i 18 5
i W wdys insist that sven domestic servants and other membe
| ltle labouring class should possess passports to proceed :

except emigrants for whom:.no passport is necessary. T

enforce such regulations for coolies landing here. A re
to the proceedings of the Council Meeting held on 20th Nos
1919 will make the position clear to you. .
7/ 1 also beg to invite your kind attention %0 Secti:n
of the Defence of India Passport Rules, 1917 which reads:
gs) Sﬁdﬁ"The Governor -General in Council or the lecal Governn
e §ﬁ§L;: "may by order in writing exempt either absolutely or
}\651£ﬂyu' ' "guch conditions as may be specified in the order, all
Mperson or class of persons Ifrom any one of the provi
nsions of thege rules and a competent authority may
n/ Ylike order qzd under like conditions exempt any person
/ W"from any of 'the said provisions".. -

On the face of the above it is apparent that the Government

wd

}Indla and the local Governmet have powers to deal with this
' subject. At the same time I do not myself understand why t
iGpvernment of India or the Straits Settlements should not with

B

[

draw thesc regulations which were enforced purely as a war =

Imeasure now that Peace has been de€lared. It is needjess for

e

e ‘me to say again the inconveniences and hardships the rravell;'
ing public are put to in taking passports, and I earnegp;g &
request that you will be so good as to go into the questi ‘
fully and recommend to the Government of India for the COmI

withdrawal of the passport regulations on passengers-p:QQ
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to the Straits Settlemants.
¢ A point which I think should be

is whether the Gove rnment of India or tha,‘

ﬁ) _Straits oettlements is responsxble for tne B

s

appear that each lays to respons 1b111ty on thef
Thanklng you in antlcipatlon -

he Hon'ble

s Mr. Llonel Davidsen, C.5.1¢, 1aBio .
Member of Caunc1l :

06 tacalepae
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60 Py A
S(No.l??._ ‘ ~ Singapore, 29th .

¢
‘Y{ﬁﬁelqu bot1selc. ed biwode Amidd I doidw tatod 4 &
s§Q Jﬁ9mp1sVoa‘$dJ 10 8ilnl 1o Sngunfevod sdd 1eddsdr i Messrs, lackinon liackenzie & Co.,
18 edneuaionon ou: T0t eldfEnoqest 8 ainowsliten edipxin. GCalan b ua
fon . g SR Dear Sirs, _
TESdqE ! Ve have pleasure in acknowledging receipt of your lef
of lst April enclosing copy of lessrs. ladura Co., Lid.,.
of 27th March. &
l%’The letter enclosed must have been written under a mis-
: apprehension as there is not, and never has been, any nece L
g for Indian labourers to be provided with passports, the Géﬁ¢
¥ : vernment Gazette notification reading.+ '
? "No Indian other than a bona fide labourer leaving India

"after the date hereof sha@ll enter or atvempt to enter t
"gkka& Colony unless he is in possession of a Pagsport.m

In the 8ame notification "Labourer" is defined as:-

"§ person who is a servant in husbandry, artificer miner
" or domestic sergant. or otnprw1se a member of the labour-
®ing ¢clasg¥.

)

?5 #/ Further we would remind you that these passport regulatiéﬁg

((,,,r >

v i : S G (e 4

i
et
=t

g : cebail L tadhg Y noebiveld I8actl Ty ‘Eb‘ are in force at thglixnress request of the Indian Governmengi’,
VALONIOTD 10 yadmeM MR R T 2
b reEs ;Oj o L e and if any modification is desired it would be necessary to

approacl them.
o “9’ It occurs to us that the real difficulty may be that coo
B 2 ‘
g desiring to proceed to the Straits, who are not recrulted

accompanied by a Kangany, are called upon to furnish some
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proof that they come under the descriptidﬁlefj
bourer" and we would suggest that tﬁe Eaduza

ing off in ordinany deck passengers wﬁleh

directly 0uca51oned oy the pasgyort rggula;;j
mention that as the Harbour Boards of Slnbapore
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on persons leaving Iudia is being defi-|
nitely  abandoned, and this may|
removae a considerable inconvenieuce
folt by the travelling public. The objech
of leaving the main operatious of the bill
%0 be embodied in the rule is,of courss, to |

~ changing conditions of the outside world.
~ + Tt is the intention of the Goverament of
- India at present o relax the

' {'  ~ oonditions governing  the  validity|
-~ of passports by asking the visa|

 1ast for one  year instead  of al
| mew one bheing required as at pre-

- as the world settles down. Oan the other
~ hand the bill tukes  power to secure pass-

land and air as well as by sea. 1t isnot
. our present intention to make passport
obligatory for entry By land except in the
case of the Nuskhi Railway by which
there is the danger of the entry of
Bolshevist emiesaries. :

Mr. Sarma

Mr: Sarma said they had every desire
to oco-operate with the Government in

| to carry on their nefarious propaganda
. of unsettling the minds of Indians, but
what they objected to was the provision
in the bill which gave extensive powers
to the execufive to preveat bong fide
Indian subjects returning to India with-

e

thet the power would be exercised by the
executive wisely or wunwisely, but
whether it shonld at all be cenferred on
—executive.With regard to Indian subjscts,
tha Government had already necessary
powers to deal summarily with undesir-|
able persons ‘by means of the Madras |
regulations, Bengal reguiations, and the
recently passed Rowlatt Aot when such
persons arrived in Indis, but there was
\ absolutely no need to enact measures
I#' $o prevens Indians from coming to their

“homss. He cited the case of Lala Lajpat
Rai. Under the Defence of India Rules
{ he was prevented from entering India.
- T “That, he said, was an extremely undesir-
~able act on the part of the Goveranment.

The best course would have been te allow

A Liala Lajpat Raito return to India and.
g - then proceed agamnst him under the vari-]
= _ous Aots if he had misbehaved. This
@ " . Bill shoald, therefore, be confined to
' . aliens and if the Government were pre-
a %" -pared to go further they might extend it
’%ﬁ : to.other parts of the British Empire,
/' but 8o far as British  Indian
‘Subjacts were concerned there was|
‘absolutely Do justification for these
measures. ;

Mr. Pipon

~ Mr. Pipon,with three and half years of
practioal experience in the working of the
 passport system in India and ‘with the
knowledge of the system in most other
_gountries, tried to convince Mr. Sarma
th t he was wrong when he made the

..u-A._WWF..,,_.,
SR

' subjects from the cperation of the

- law on passports. There was no ques-
_ tion of principle involved. Lt was merely
 mquestion of practice. The passport
- system entailed not only aproperly cons-
! tituted authority for issuing passes but
| a machinery for checking them. It was
_ perfeotly impossible for that machinery
%o guess the nationality of any person
\  except through the 'production of
\\|  passports. ‘What was rather interesting
'\ in this matter was that the French
| Government during the War were
\ \confronted with very much the same
_difficulty as Mr. Sarma was now con:

. #ronted with, The French  Goverament|
I lwere very sensitive as tothe ;

|
i

2

‘i . India should exempt British Indian|
|

S R e e ]

o obtsihvaox;assporh ab present imposed ,

. secure elasticity in view of the rapidly}

‘gent for every journey and this re-J
- 1axatior will, I hope,be further ‘extiended |

ports from persons entering India by|

i
PSS %

5 . had beeo drawn
their efforts to prevent undesirable aliene [ ‘sub

* from entering this couatry with a view | ~and the subject

. the War, Sr Willian

out passports. The question was not whe- |

{ (speaker) could not find dari

. 'Tadia. The suggestion that &

0
: ‘It

! 'auth-rised the  Governor-G
~ frame rules.

| suggestion. that- the Government of[*

r!ghﬂq{:“ i S

duce the ﬁ; 1
of Indian subjects

entering Brisish
been in charge of
during & great po

to take that extreme 8
the oase of Liala Lajp

Lialaji went
sacoord before the War.

ports from America and &
Secretary of State for

ghort time that auy ordera
‘againah him by the Gaove

ment wanted to exclude the
Indian States was really far

Couancil to sub clauss 3 of Clause

said that the Bill did not exclude
‘from entering Brirish India.

Mr. Dobbs briefly. replied after wh
the Bill was iucroducedy
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