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THE UTTANKARAI TALUK MAHA.IANA SABAH,

. ; HARUR, (Salem Distrip_t.)

The Government of Madras.

Madras..

I beg

o lesepofl—
F the Uttankarai
Conference held

a’G

evances and prayers the people stated in

referredteo in 1Lem.J0*‘ Btatement No.l
receive the sympathetic
hands of the

in pursuance

Corference.
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Proposed ' by:~ Naraysnaswami Pillal Avargal, Sa

A

g2l 105 4 i J i s Ad

.(a) This Conference requests that the looal-.bo : w.m

and a greater interest in educ8tion, by giving them trooiedmo
and granting them scholarships. B th i P s

Proposed by;- vyiswisam Pillai ;;vérgal.
Preaoher. Dhamapuri.

Seoonded by:= Kuppuswami Reddiyar mn.rga.l, -
' ,_ e ‘i":f Member of the 'l‘eumlo o

(b) This Conference urges the local board to, agpoilw
officers in such a manner that. the ofrioer- appointed to ;.
. panchama schools would be either non-brahmens or such men
have no soruples’ to approach the panchama students for ins
and examining them. | 7
Proposed by~ Viswisan Pillel Avarguiiils 36

. Preacher, Dharmapuri.

seoonded by-- mmswm Reddiyar Avargal, )
. ., . . i, . . %he Temple Committee, Mereck
Mirasdar, Uttangara.t. :




‘%1 !

(¢) As, in spite of the G-o- 1elued for glvlng free education

f to oertain classes of peaple bankward in eduoa:t-ion' the measures

~ adopted at present in the elememtary schools of this taluk,in ac-

E cordance therewith for giving free elememvesy oducation are not
quite eatieraotory. th:le Conference requests the %kluk board to .
give free. eduea.tion more liberally %o the studentﬂ’ rea.ding in the
elementary schools in this taluk in consideration of its being very
baekward 1n the matter ofa eduoation.

&

2" Proposed by:~ na1a4ya pillal Avargal, niran'iiér. ponneri .
s econded by;— 'l.‘irta.giri Kevandar Avargal, mraspar,
o i St 1 ohinnamm.ppam.
(d) As the)»'grm:-in-ai-d"sehools are da.ily deoreasing in number
in many places where they are necessary in the ﬁtta.n'ga.rai taluk, as
. the eduoa.tionalf progress of the villagers in places where taluk board
* schools' cannot be opened is being hinddred thereby, and as grants have
to bé given liberally so as to enable all private schools in the
Uttangarai taluk to ﬂourish, thie eonxereme requests the taluk board

(o ThaA o :
to pay particular sttentlonfin a likeral spirit aad in. s mamer which - 1
will lead %o eteps ‘being taken for the sta.rting or ‘new grant. schools : ILA

in places where they do not exlst.

od Proposed by:~ 'C. Ramaswami Chettiyar Avargal, Member
: [ . of the Temple oommittee. Merchant
: LT ' and Mirasdar, Ha.rur.

) ' & S:econded by-— Muttuswami pudaliyar Avargal, mraspa;r ’

~ Irulappatti.

" " '(2) This Conference requests the taluk board to make without delay

. students from the 4th class in the taluk board schools and particularly
to the sons of merchants ‘inf‘book-keepi'ng ‘and’ comneroial geography which
will acquaint them with the places of export and import for Indian

articles of trade.

' Proposed by:- Sanjivi Ohettiy&r Avargal, Merehant
ti5e : . and niras,dar, Venkatathampatti. .
Seoonded l)y Kuppuswami Reddiyar Avargal, Member

of the Temple gommittee, Merchant
and Mirasdar, Uttangaral. .

proper arrangements for the imparting of instruction generally to the |-

required for agricultural purposes and cutting the timber,

"+ people and relieve the villagere.or “their ml, L

. % .
\ﬁ e
(g) Thie Oon:rerenoe requesta the Governmenb to open a oent:
agriocultural sclbol and @ faoctory a.t Salem for the aonl of agr
cultural labourers so as to enable the agrioulwrists of this

arts and accelerate the a.gri.oultir
%o obtain expert knowledge in the modern agrioultural‘progren. 5

2

Propoeed by:= :HeVe Vedi Ghet.tiyar Avargal,
Taluk Board Member and
“ynion Chaiman,"mrnr.‘ |
seoonded/by;'- VeKeo Bab b pahadur, Merchant
ar and Member of the

Panchgyat.

\ Hamir Union
H

"

‘ porest. b

EQSOlgtign &010. Ay

This Conference requests....

that, as the p:;ioe qr fuel is high in this ta.lﬂ: as 1n other dis
Govermment fuel depots may be opened in every big town and (tuol.)
ok o low rate, in view of the hardships suffered by the poor, ar
that, as long as this is not possible, coupe contracts may be lei,
in euction, “presoribing a schednlﬁ/rate, reducing the oonditiomy'
which now press hard upon the contractors and laying down the oo
tion that the supply should be made at not more than thub pr:l.

not less than the needs of the people, R
- § 1 EY i D R TTBeAA G
(a) that, as the action of the forest staﬂ in preventi'

villagers of the Uttangarai taluk from taking the fuel requir
their own use from the unreserved forests and the abolitf‘o‘ﬁ
system of granting passes for gathering from the ‘forests” lea

eto., required for agricultural implements and sseisddmmmsy

likely to create in the villagers a grgat disgust for ;nd,
in the Govermment under the present .conditions, the Gover
w%hm aeking delay in this matter, provide facilities



| :hax:for gruing ea.t'hle whioh is already unbeara.bly high and preJudieial
0 the welfare of the people, is unjust and liable to eamje great
;‘L,.d:llttreu, the old, ra.tes nay . omzto be - levied, that orders nay

be 1eeued a.llowing the g-az:lng of cattle in a.ny bloek with a single
permitt., that,as long a8. these measures cannot be adopted, a system
mgy be :lntroduoeﬂ in’ thh taluk which will be convenient to the peoplé’
like the m system wp.oh is in vogue in Nellore and other ‘northern

;' d:striet%, and .‘

-‘:'\UJ | (e) that,in 0asé any reforms are introduced or orders passed

' with reference to the above-mentioned subjects, the Government and
the district authorities may, berore 1ssu1ng them communicate the
same to the Head otﬁee of the nahajana Sabha of this taluk ab Harur

and bring them.into force- after ascertaining the opinion of that
S abha and weighing it. |

Proposed by:= The President-.‘
3 seconded by;=-+ The whole assembly.
. e . - Pa.la;ﬁ:odu nuniswami xa.v‘ndar spoke in support.

LR

Resolution No. 1l. 2

- This COnferenee requests,.e

b )

: cy)bhat t.he Governnent may permit the people to eonstruet privately
_ ‘K,A* eueh tanks and bunds as cannot be eonstruet.ed by the Goverment excepting
. the-bigsprojects, and j.b; e

'« | (#) &hat, instead of selling in suotion the fish in the Kudimaramat
| tank§,the Tight of free fishing in'those tanks may be grented to the people
in the respective villagese ;

s o Proposed by.- K.Pwha.iyappp Mudaligar Avargal, |
. Mirasdar, Seeret&ry. Ramiyempatti .

(€) '

Seconded by:- Qadir Batcha Sahi‘q. 'uirasgar, 'l‘enkarad.kkottai ’

' waste of monly are ocaused to the people and the pa.rtien 1n

' of the Tahsildar and the Semiedbadar, at,Harl’u'..where revenue

: " until such a cowrt is established, a $pecial Bepch ua,g-gr 1

offences. \

‘(e) This Oonrerenoe requeets that Lt.rouble, ann’oyam.
' several ‘ways by the inclusion of orimina.l work in the ocou

is heavy, a Stationary Magistrate's Qourt may be establishe
| the Uttangarai taluk immediately without any delay and W

éom't nay be immediately established ifor. the trial of ;ptty

Piopoeed by:= H.V. Vedi dbe%tiyar AWrgal,
Rk a1 ol 4 Talnkaeardlembe

on Ohairman,
WhO (- T . BRI tr b

seeonded by 'l‘heLassembly.

O

UG b e d

register (doouments there). . P

b}

ﬁroposed ﬁy:- He V. Védi ohettiyér Kva‘tgal,
b : : -paluk poard yember and

s _ Union ohairna.n. Honn'
Seoonded by:— The whole aleembly. : .

G
2
1 kil

EESY

(a) This Conference requests the Goverment and _tho’

" president of the District Board to seleot and send as'Su

negistrars and Medical officers for this taluk, pers

: in Temil districts, end brod up amddetthe Tamilianime
posaessing a good knowledge and experieme of the

d s 0Vo Ved:l OM ar A
Proposed by:= ard% £y
v R union Roheiman. :!

seoonded by:~ The whole assembly.

ool L smieyod Yo aublask Sl
. o
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9% phis gorference reMt. though the people mtw génerally

yi‘wish’ that non-officials alone shoulc}‘ ‘be appointed, as Presidents of

“é taluk boards, the Government may take steps to appoint viee-presidents

by ‘election Fron amchg the mon-officialy(menbers)of taluk boards in
‘this districteamd - i a0 o

. (a.) thnt until 8 1a.w is passed prohibiting officials from stand-
1ng as" ea.ndidates 1n election for memberships in ome district boards,
a. Gmrment Order may be issued to this effect and that if R.everme
Tahsildars are required in eke district boards, they may be nominated
but iRl that they should have no right to vote.

v -

‘HiV.Vedi ghettiyar, Avargal,
Taluk Board y r and
yaion Chairman, Ha;rur.

guppuswami Reddiyar Avargal,
yember of the Temple committee,
Merghant and uiraqﬁar,
{ttangarai »

‘Proposed by:i=
Seconded by;:-

F-idug
‘(8) This gonference requests that a specified portion of the

oess known as oad fund may be spent only on village roads, and thab
tln ,village roads should not be kept in & bad condition, solely relying-
upon speoial grants for the purpose. Besl.d.es this, it also requests
the (:overnment to put a stop to the collection of Hye cess for railways,
as. ra.ilways have not been laid’ and as there is no possibility of lay-
ing them in the near future on account of the trend of the great ware.

Proposed by;- H.V.Vedi chetti ar Ava.rga.l
WS Sluk posrd yeuber snd’

'[T]'nion (B)ohairmggf H&r\ir °

PNS—— SRdonded - guppuswami Reddiyar Avarga.l
gk yember of th{ emp I ttee,
uerehant ttangaral .
‘f‘_; h' ‘ “: (i W i Im&ﬂm
@ ot olody RESOLUREON- NoalBe. . -

A8 the system of levying income~tex relying on the statementgof

B ———— e LT T

sans

‘ v;lla.ge n_mpsit o

oy thawvw
" ly rectifying such|as theycan and for reportiné to the higher &

“xof education and’'bad company.

———

the village munsif and the Karnan has led to meny. evils, this
gonference requests that a panohawat ey be oonstituted in
village for this purpose instead of village otfio::;h and thnt
the tax may be levled in ae ‘N&pe with thewe opin:l.ox* The
system of levying income-tax relying on the stetements ot the

and the Marnam leads to many evils.

(This)' may be*explained as followss= LT

JCJ‘,D v i

& ﬂ._lggg_ﬁ__n have been a.ppointed as the represeutat:lvel
or the people and the Govermnent ror noting.the wants ot and the
defects in~a vl.lla.ge or villages within a small oompau tor prope:

rities those ef=bhew that can-be rectified _only after such repo:
Though the Govermment have appolnted the village héadmen with»,e_
very broad view, some of thé present village headmen in this
taluk, besides being unworthy of the love of the people, also
begin to exercise undue a.uthnrity over them, on aoccount’ of lack
" They beeome Jealous of people
who'oppose their unjust orders and wreak their venge?ioe (upon
'by reporting as liable to be taxed even those that are not 80
» £

mTherefore the officers.levying income-tax and their staff
should appoint a,panchayat," inoluding the village officers, or
exoluding, them, if necessary, and inquire them individually |
contidentially aceording to the ndian [noome-Pax sob. The
statements made by ‘the panchayatdars should be recorded in w

and 'filed after their signatures are affized(to them) It 1s
sufficient to take notes of them as is dome at presemt. If,.

z . - ‘._A‘b‘ iw" ~ e 14“ e
"X mhe Tamil- word used here u _'muecg?' which p»,,uumw
158 0 g 4 %

“*disposed of'. : R o,
* fqhe word in the original here is ‘GmaciCav which is &

tpansliteration of the English word ‘Nothoe.® < = ¢
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* with this request may ab

the 1mbome~tax has been levied, Xhe assessee should subiit

"an ‘objection (petition)® and cite witnesses to be ‘heard on

~ his gidby‘t.he officer who levied the income~tax should hear

those wit.nesses and record their statements, with their sig-
natures affixed thereto, but should not orosé-cexamino ‘themj for

as panohaywt. wit.nesses, who are hea.r‘d before lavy'lng the 1noome—tax,
are heard oonﬁdent.ially and as the person presenting the obJeotion
potition is not given permission or opportunity to oross-examine
them, the officer levying the ‘i noome~tax shonf‘d not also gmj:

emnine the petitioner-s wit.nessoe.

PR

i But Judgnont should be given, on t.he weight of the sta.temenbs

of the witnosaes on both sides . . 11 the petitioner should. happen

to appeal aga;mst this judgment, the officer levying the income-
tax should submit to the . appellate oourt the written statements
_of both the parties with his report (thereon). This gonference

requests that the appellate court may examine the matier with the
ahd pass judgment (
,ald of these (reoords),(on its own opi nion, AR

also resolves to sumd.t this resolution to the oolleotor and the
so that the necessary orders for complying
once be issued to the Revenue authorities.

Government. of yadras,

the president.
mhe whole assembly.

. proposed, by:~
.geconded by;—,

galt and Abkeri.
8 pesolution No. 18.

As, on account of the location of Ad» 1liquor ‘shops within the

town, mang@rouths contract the habit of drinking and those acocustomed

frequent
to drinking happen to/reso to the shops and consume liguor and as

b consequently people ‘become very. poor and quarrels inorease in times

' of festivals eto., thi®s Gonference requests the gollector of Salem
and the Government to lay down that these shops should be located at
a distance from the town, that they mey Dot be kept open before 9 A<M.
and after 8 P.Ms, on deys of festivals, feasts, fairdetoc., and thab

o

the mumber of shops should be further reduced.

R U A g
proposed by:= HeVe. Vedi Chettiyar Avargal
: mal gud' :

uk poard
pnion Qhalrman, narm'

seoonded by := o.namaswami chettiyar Ava.rgol

Y : uerog};n%r thoﬁg%o g

: U

Resolution No. 19,

o) This conference desires t.hat., as in the punjab, a law
y i \/ should be passed in this province also, prohibiting the sa
: of intgxloa.nts and oigars, cigarettes, °lg_e__d;§_, et@. to youths

below 16 years of agee.

Proposed by:= HeV Jvedi ohettiga.r Ab

el oyl

: ynion oha.irman, H .

geconded by;= VL .Venkatarama ttiy
hant

¢ ar
légkatathampa ti. !

uiscellaneous .
B,esglggion NO.e go

The pill introduced by the pon’ble Govermment of Madras
regarding the village -kamhaya.t courts and the letter addr‘
ed to the Government by Mr. védi chettiyar of Harur on tho
27th March 1918 expressing his opinion that it should be
modified in certain respects have been read. phis gonfe
besides supporting the opimion oxpressed in the aforesald
letter, requests that the government and the yembers of thﬁ

council should pay special attention to the faots mnﬂom




0, i1

 therein before (the pill) is passed into an sob.

©

éroposgd b};- The Prosidént.
geconded by:- The whole assembly.

>

(A true translation)

A

i'\&'.—»x S 7 A Qo /“ Led 2
» s ﬁ

- Tamil Translator to Govermment.
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Uttankarl Taluk Conference 1918.
', STATEMENT NO. 1 |

gta.bemenb showmg the No. of Resolutions for the Consideration
of tha Government and their various officers.

o

1 Ma.drasGovernment.

° .
]

2. The Districk Collector, Salem.
L 0 3 The sttnct M&gxstrate, Salem.
P I:g The Presnient, Dlstrxcf; Board, Salem

bd

i The President, Taluk Board, Dharmapun.

: i The Revenus Divisionalromcer, Dha.rmapuri
rea iRy 8 The District Suprnntendent of Pohce Salem.
; 8. Post Master General, Madras: : ;
9. ‘The Director of Post and Telegraph offices.
10. Tbe Directors of the Rmiway Board, Sxmla,.
T The Board of Revenue, Madras.

- 12. The Members of the Temple Committee:
* \ Uttenkarai Taluk.

.

Besolujlon No3- i b c d
o 23108z, bi&ic; Ml 1l a,

&ci12&12 a; 13,13
. a, & 13(c); 16, 18,19
and 22. ;
Do 9&9 a; 18,.102,.b, ¢
 and d; 11, 1la, b and
¢c; 13band c; 16, LS,
19 and 25. '
Dos. Llc and 14 ¥ E*
Do, 77abcdfa,udg
8, 11z, 124, and I3e. s b
Deo. 1a,b,¢c,d,f gandh;
' 12q, 130 and d, e
Do. 9, 9a and 13b.
Do 14, 142 and »

"Do. 15 and 154 : £k
Do.  15h ! :
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Uttankarai T alu;lg Coni’erence.

———ene S
« '3 4 b 4,

Propcpdmgs of the Coqference held at Hamr on 201h tmd 27st of Ma; ]Q]B

uGrEs
/o ) under the emspzces of the Mahajana Sabah, Harur ¥
i | PRESENT. = ;
&y » ¥ I’mmmem Members among others:— oAV { 7
Chy 1. M R. Ry, Loganatha Mudaliar Avl, B.a., B. L, Salem -
i Q.. " 5 P. L. Ramaswami Nayakar. Avl., bk
Mittadar, l’agalpabt_y o «
3, ) K. V. Subba Rao Avl,, B.A., B L,, Salem.
4., . 4 Yasudeviah Avl, B.A., B.L., Salem, i
) 6. Mr,  Arthanari Varma Ayl, :
6. , ' Narayanssami Pillai Avl,
g Tl Munisami Gounder Avl.,
8. =, Viswasam Pillai Avl., ; .
9 Nr Rama Rap Avl., Barur., 7
109 Khaji Syed Batcha Sahib Bahadur .
Gong dol o Ree Kuppusam: Reddiar Ayl., -
9kl H. V. Vedi Chettiar Avl,,” | »
ot 135 045 C..llamagaxni Chettiar Avl, ; a
9 AV K. V. Alagn Chettidar Avl.,
Sl e Y. Chippappa Goupder Avl,,
£y 167, Kandasami Iyer Ayl.,, =
eng. ey V. K. Babu Sahib Bahadur. .
G, Offzcml st;tors.
18. M. R. Ry., P. Govinda Menon Avl., Taluk Maﬂlsbrate, Hargr
19 i Surianarayana Pillai Avl., Circle
19 : ' Inspector of Police (Ag ), Harur.
~ Sanpkara Narayana Rao Avl., Sub
o i i i : AZsistahb Surgeon, Harur, .
6, 91. Mr. Syed Munauar Sahib Bahadur,
i & Range Officer, Harnr.
80th May 1918.

Proposed by Mr. H.V. Vedi Chettiar, Chairman of the Reception
6ng. Committee seconded by Mr. Kuppusami Reddiar and unanimously” resolved
2 that Mr R. M. Loganatha Mudaliar do preside over tkis Conference.

le:. Read the notice issued by the organisers of the haba]ana L,abah
convening the conference, ‘
: Read also letters of Sympathy received from :—
13 1. M. R. Ry., Ranganatha Mudaliar Avl., B. A., B. L., Late Depnty ‘
Gy Callector. -
2. 5 C. Rajagopalachariar Avl., Municipal Chairman, Salem.,
e 3. 4 K. Chantan Avl.,, Retired Deputy Collector. Cannanore.
g:; 4 v M. B. Krishna Chettiar Avl.; District Boaid Member and :
Inamdar, Palakodg,
14 \

i




2 o
5. M R. Ry., Methorangs Chettiar Avl., Mittadar, Kamakshipatiy:

6 '8 Narasinga Rao Avl; Mittadar, Ka.mbamellorfe :
: 11 er, Periyamet,
7. e R Arunachala Chettiar Avl., Mi owrj ; | e
1., Meirchant, Madras :
[T SRS Venkoba Iyengur AV L 5
; hava Munissani Chettiar Avl, Taluk Boaw
A Mukunthamat : Member, Thallapadi,
b (0 AR o Peruma-l Chettiar Avl., Mirasdar and Money Lender,

Pavakal.

Recorded with Thanks.—
9. The Afdressof the Reception Committee Chairman, Mr. H.V. Vedi
Chettiar and the Presideniial Add:ess of M.R.Ry., R.M. Loganatha Mudaliay

: ended herewith
Avl, are app | (Signed) R.M. LOGANATHAM:

o President.
: 20—5—18.

(€

The Resolutions appended herewith were moved and supported by

insh each. G
gentlemen_nohed again _ (Signed) R. M. LOGANATHAM,

President.
21—5—18.

SN e e SALEM Drswmo'r.

£y

°Preszdentza,l address delwered on 2()-5-1918
BY e

: Preszdenj of the Oonferenoe amd Pleader, Mzttadar, La.te Dewan of ng
Preszdent of the Madras Preszdency Assocmtzon, Salem
President of Theagaroya lfzrtemry Instztute, Slwval)(gt ‘
and Secretary to the Zamindars’ Assoczatwv,, e

3

ence, I hope my work will be ‘smoobh-sallmg, as Iﬁnd frq_m
orgamzatxon that the movement is free from aH‘ sectam'

happiness and perfeotxon bobh in our 1nd1ndual and n_
hope you will kmdly excuse me when I gwe you a nobe o

growth of social and political orgamsms. Prmclples and pra.ctlce Q’__ h
together and the crowning glory of our natlonal greatness lies i ;n thé fina
ment of T'ruth, that is Truth in Thoughb speech and actlon. v

]
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positions as in the case of ohess-play. As tho devout son of this spiritual
soil and as-an ardent student of Western philosophy, I should think that the
real eriterian of happiness for a country is the three cardinal tests, Peace, Pro-
gress and Prosperity. : 1%

<

Peqce :— : .

It should be admitted on all hands that the British administration has
seoured us perfect peace by a duly organized Police Staff and by the aid of
effective Penal Laws and Regulations. The only thing that could be further
desired is. that some more attention is paid to preventive aspect of affairs rather
than resorting to the rigid punitive measures based on the old doctrine of vine
dictiveness. The old proverb * Prevention is better than Cure” holds good
everywhere, more especially in this country where crimes are committed in the
majority of cases out of dire necessity by the starving emaciated low classes
who are without sufficient labour or fair means to live upon. Victor Hugo well
8aid that “ he -vho opens a school, closes a prison.”

Then as to Progress :— ,

1 cannot say with equal force that we have advauced much. The main
test of Progress for any nation is (1) Education (2) Social Elevation (3) Culsi-
vation of martial spirit. If the Excellent Bill of our late lamented Patriot
Gokhale, the compulsory Primary Education, and the simple innocent and enabe
ling bill of that social advocate * Basu” is passed into Liaw, a New Era would
have dawned upon our coantry. Who.is respoasiole for this catastrophic
result?. - To add to this, the total abstenance of all opporcunities for Military
training made this subject religious-ridden race a set of meek creatures withous
a valiant spirit to meet the situation. There is no use in feeling sorry for the
past policy of mistrust and want of confidence. I hope the people and the
Government will wake up and join hands for the building up of our nation-
hood to suit the modern requirements. ;

4nd as for the last test of Prosperity :—

The impoverished condition of the ryot population, the total dearth of
industrial pursuits and the dying state of all local manufacture, all these tend
to show that the condition of affairs is not as satisfactory as one could desire.
To make matters worse, the achievement of Education Policy for the last many
years has been to manufacture a set of quilldriving machines whose whole
ambition was destined to official drudgery. The preseat clamour and cry
amongst the restless youths of the country is much due to the struggle for life
and for want of independent avocations to follow. We have men, money and
materials for all works of industry, but the want of introduction of proper
magchines and appliances stand in our way of competing with the other civilized
countries of the world, where machine powers are working wonders. The pre-
gent war has opened our eyes to our utter helplessness even in the daily neces-
saries of life, such as cloth, pin, pencil, nibs and lamps. The agriculturist is
still with his primitive plough, useless manures, and with no scientific know,le_dge
worth the name. Why are these resources of the national wealth of our coun=
try still at this sad plight? It is partly due to our long slumber and lethargy

-
|

3
and partly due to the consciong or unconcious neglect of our British Brethr'gi;,‘_ ;
In other words this sad state of affairs is said to be due to want of not allowipg‘ 0
the people of the country their due share and participation in the direction of
administrative matters,‘[mgislative deliberations and in the schemes of financial

policies. : . : .

8o the Panacea for all these ills and imper fections is Responsible Governmente

S

I may quote here the sober and souad words of J.S. Mill the great
thinker and logician of the last century. ““The Government of a ' people by
itgelf has a maaning and reality, but such a'thing as Government of one people
by another, does not and canoot exist: One people may keep another for its
own use, a place to make money in human cattle-farm, to be worked for the
profits of its own inhabitants.” As compared with this bold and sound dietum,
our claim under the Congress and Moslem Lieague is clearly modérate if not -
timid and too cautious. Again, to quote the words of one of the eminent Judges
of the Calcatta High Court, Justice Stratchey, *In a civilised Populous country
like India, Justice can well be dispensed with only through the Indians thems
gelves.” I may be permitted to point out here that the ereditable ‘way in which
the Native states are now managed, afford ample proof of the administrative -
capabilities of the sons of the soil. . It is opportunity that makes a man and tha -
useful art of swimming cannot be learnt without a venture and confidence im
the teacher and the taught. It is too much to assert that the administrative

‘eapacity is the birthright or monopoly of any specified ‘nation. Are 'nof

the Indian servants and clerks in the different departmeats  of Govern=
ment and the Indian Assistants and Secretaries in the various responsible
places, baaring the lion’s share ia the present administrative out-turn of our
country. The defect may be that these Indian Lieutinents or Ministerial
servants are not bold enough to give out their independent views being under
the disadvantage of the choking atmoshphere of official groove. After all, what
we demand is not full and independent hand, but only some effective voice
and due share in the Government of our country so that we may have the real
right of representation and effective power of retrenchment in the® matter of
superfluous salaries and luxurious expenses that are paid by the hard earned
laborer and the sweating and poor ryot in the shape of taxes. So much then
for the higher aspect of affairs,

The true foundation of Real Government,

It should be observed that a grand citadel without strong foundation
will go to ground and so our attention should be devoted specially to the
foundation at the bottom that is to the constitution of the village com-
munity on which the whole future fabric of our structure depends. To
quote the words of Elphinstone in early 1819, * the Village Communities
contain in miniature all the materials of a state within themselves and
are almost sufficient to protect their members if all the Governmen‘s are
withdrawn”. Again, Sir Charles Metcalfe in 1830 said * the Village Communi-
ties are a little Republic, haviog nearly everything they want within themselves.
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©

~ They ara conducive bo'their happiness and for enjoying freedom and indepens

denge”. And 8o you see the importance of this time-honored institution, which
played 8o important a part in the by-gons days of Mahamadan aud Hinda
period.  Itis an happy augury that the Government care reviving this old
sacred institution by a Legislative measure. The receﬁbion Committee Chair«
man Mr. Vedi Chettiar has placed in my hands his cofiments and criticisma
on’ this important Bill. 1 congradulate him for his excellent production,
earnest thought and intelligent observation. No doubt the act will prove a very
benefient measure, but I anxiously hope that the trios of our village life, I mean
the Bahadur Villige Headman, who has head without a real heart, the cunning
village Karnam who fomsats lisigation and lives upon the pernicious doctrine of
“divide and Ryle” and the village Usurer & Shylock who lends money and fleeces
the poor ryots their last drop of blood, all these three sef of people will take a
new tura oflife and learn to lead a better and worthier life of altruism and lend
their helping hand to the proper growth of this young Institution instead of pro-
ving a clog and obstacle at this initial experimental stage. It will-be mincing
matters if 1 do nut candidly admit that the moral and social condition of the
willage is still at its low 8bb and the sanitary atmosphere of this village life
still requires strong disinfectants. It is a matter of deep concern to note that
the Rural Credit Baoks are threatening to fall on account of this want of

honesty and rectitude in the so called village leaders who are to be the practical

futare protectors and rulers of these illeterate and ignorant ‘masses. I hope
that early steps are taken to eradicate these evils that eat away the vitals and
foundations of this social fabric by spreading effective education and moral
training to the masses in all the nooks and corners of every village wherein lies
the real salvation of the country. I fear I am rather very strong in this pungent
ebservation, but I am obliged to be little hard for I strongly think that real
salvation is within us rather than from without and that the temples ounght to
be clean and carefully washed before installing divinities there. :

And lastly, though not of least importance, is the momentous question:
of our country’s call at this critical moment and our urgent and immediate duty
to it.. The militant German has used his might or rather his machine power:
and is doing havoc in the western theatre and what shall be our duty at this
juucture? There is no good in hesitation and reflection when the house is in
flames. . It is our bounden duty to prepare ourselves to meet the situation and:
the destiny of Britain is knitted closely with our own. If we are self-reliant,
and able to defend and liberate ourselves from foreigners, then liberty is at our
door, and we will have full liberty from our Rulers. There is no need to ask;
for, the deserving will have his dues even without desiring for it. = We should
not forget at this moment our grand and sacred motto of (Fapsribw- siwr)
Nishkamya Dharma that is unselfish work without the least care for its fruit
or result. Herein lies the nobility and the secret of success in life. If we
discharge our sacred duty as the true sons of: this sacred soil by fearlessnesa
and fortitude this ready sacrifice shall surely bring forth its own fruit of perfec-
tion, peace and all happiness, which you hope to secure through your Home
Rule, or Responsible Government which is the only real form of Government,

%}M ot il

Closing address of the President.—21-5-1918,

I thank you from the bottom of my heart for the able and valuable
assistance rendered by the Chairman of the Reception Committee and for the
whole hearted co opbration of the ‘members, delegates and friends who have
assembled here. Ag I told you at the outset, the success of‘our movement
depends wholly upen the steady and practical work that is£o be carried on all
bhrough the year. QOur luzurious and expensive habits dught to be reformed
and cut short, our life ought to be based on plain living and high-thinking.
Our old ideas of charity and philanthrofic gifts must be remodelled. Charity
-ought to be discriminate instead of wasting for feeding idlers and spending a
lot in the construction of temples which we have already enough and more.
The best modern mode of charity is to spend for Hospitals and Education
which go in a great way for the alleviation of human suffering and misery and
for uplifting our depressed and ignorant masses. * Learning”, said Fauller,
“1i8 the greeted alms that can be given.” The love of God is best shewn by love
of man. OQur future worship must be for the regeneration of Hﬁmanitvy which
i8 the real temple of God and the large amount spent for building choultries
and chatrams is a sheer waste at present, as in these modern days, Railways
have proved such institutions a superfluity and lastly I may earnestly plead

for economy in luxzurious marriages, and superstitious ceremonies and rigid

rituals.

With ﬁy deep devotion to the Unseen and Mysterious Powers that rule

- over our destinies, I pray with all my humility and earnest heart for the Highest

and Holiest Being to give us strength and guide us in His merciful ways in the
path of Virtue and Universal Love and bestow upon our young Institution the
full measure of Success and Happy Life.

Patriot Press, Salem:
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