


HOME (MISCELLANEOUS) DEPARTMENT

G.0. No. 1351, 30th September 1919
FOR RECORD ONLY.

Editors’ Table privileges

! Recording notes leading to the Order in Council, dated 24th September 1919, stating that
(4 — may ordinarily be'given irrespective of conduct to papers having a circulation of 800 or over. -

Read—Notes relating to the principles to be observed in granting Editors’
Table privileges to newspapers and periodicals. ~-

Order—No. 1351, Home (Miscellaneous), dated 30th September 1919,
Recorded. .

#

(True extract)

R. Ramacuanpra Rao,
Secretary to Government.
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Norzs. 7o G.0. No. 1351, Hour (MiscELLANEOUS), 301&: Serremerzr 1919

Two of these were applicants from outside the Presidency and they were refused the-
privilege on the principle not to supply papers outside the Presidency as a measure of war
economy. They were (1) The Servants of India, Poona (G.0. No. 124, dated 14th February

+ 1918) aud (2) The Searchlight, Patna (G.O. No. 743, dated 4th November 1918).

As regards the principle on which papers are admitted to Editors® Table privileges attention
is requested to Sir Murray Hammick’s note, dated 6th November 1911, on page 2 of notes to
G.0. No. 1395, Public, dated the 16th December 1911. The privilege is generally given to a
paper ““ which has an established circulation sufficient to give it a substantial amount of authority,
which is moderate in tone and does not write so as to excite racial animosity.”

In this Presidency the following six papers and ons institution were refused the privilege
for the reasons noted in abstract against each :— j

(1) Hithakarini—1one at times objectionable: two warnings—G.0. No. 613, dated 26th.
August 1918, and G.0. No. 799, dated 21st November 1918 ;

: (i1) Panchayai—New venture——circulation to be established-—.0. No. 720, dated 23td
; = QOctober 1918 ; |

(iii) Muhammadan Literary Society, Nellore-—Not fairly well established—G.0. No. 806,
dated 28rd November 1918 ; -
(iv) Everyman’s Review——Small circulation : tone at times objectionable: recent warning
—@G.0. No. 809, dated 25th November 1918 ; :
Z (v) West Coast Reformer, Calicut—Departmental reports alone refused——G.0. No. 913,
2 . dated 12th December 1918; ;
i : - (vi) Desabhaktan—Recently forfeited security for rabid articles—G.0. No. 808, dated
23rd April 1919; and ; ;
i (vii) Hemdu Message—Circulation small and general conduct far from satisfactory—G.0.
No. 1180, dated 5th August 1919. :

5. These notes may, it is submitted, be sent to Mr. Gwynn u.o. for perusal and for his.
- remarks as to the extension of the privilege.
S.N.P.—23-8-19. :
S-A."‘—23—v8'—'] 9. -

The principle is that a paper will normally be afforded Editors’ Table privileges on applica--
tion unless— il : .
, (a). it has conspicuously misbehaved,
: (b) its circulation is 8o small as to deprive it of any real standing or influence.
I do not think sanction has been withheld in any case of reasonable claim.

Mr. Gwynn may be furnished with a copy of the main Government Orders bearing on the:
X subject and may be asked whether in the light of the instructions therein and the above notes he
would wish to recommend any extension of Hditors’ Table privileges.

C. H. BRowr—25-8-19.

Editors’ Table privileges are entirely different from the sole question of publicity.

7{ * There is not the slightest doubt, though as a matter of practical usefulness we restrict the-

} privilege to papers of wide circulation, a chief criterion is the tone of the paper. The grant is a
¢ privilege ’ strictly. Though for purposes of publicity Mr. Gwynn may congider it desirable

to communicate orders widely—e.g. to village officers—it does not follow that all his correspond-
ents should be put on the Editors’ Table list.

R. RamacEANDRA Ra0—25-8-19. :

b s

Pusricitry Burzrav.

I submit for consideration whether it is-
good policy to take ©tone’ into consideration
in deciding whether Editors’ Table privileges
are to be given or not. Might it not be better
to decide the question with reference to circula--
; tion only ? :

I am not quite sure what is included under Editors’ Table privileges, but I think it is in the
interests of Government that ‘every newspaper in the Presidency with large circulation should
get the Hditors’ Table GovernmentiOrders. If hostile papers do not get these Government Orders,
they may make this an excuse for misunderstanding and misrepresenting Government’s actions
and indeed there may be some substance in the excuse. In faet I suggest that the Editors’
A Table should not be looked on as a favour granted to the deserving but simply as an

-arrangement for securing publicity in the interests of Government.

J.T. GwynN—~28-8-19.

i 'l:hi‘é is the issue.
' ED—2-9-19;

e

s

Norrs To G.0. No. 1351, Hom: (Mmoannxouq), 30TH SEPTEMBER 191‘9‘51 i

Home (MiscELLANEOUS) DEPARTMENT.

Submitted for orders as to the prim;iples that should in future be observed in gfaﬁﬁug*.'
Editors’ Table privileges, with reference to Mr. Gwynn’s remarks above. Public Department
will also have to be consulted u.o. o SRR

S.N.P.—1-9-19.
8.A.—1=9-19.

Hostile papers determined to misunderstand and misrepresent; will want no exouse : indeed, =
they will only twist the material supplied to them to their own nefarious ends. Cr G

Mr. Gwynn’s view of the Editors’ Table at A above is, of course, one way of looking at the
question and under it the only oriterion to go by would be eirculation. This, however, is not
the traditional view which has regarded the grant of Editors’ Table accessions as a privilege.
If this view is maintained, it is clearly illogical to confer this boon on periodicals whose unsverv-
ing aim is the misrepresentation or vilification of Government and its doings. i

C. H. BrowN—2-9-19,

i

The Publicity work is only just now beginning. The Editors’ Table work is being dome k
under certain conditions. I do not think it is necessary to vary these from the point of view of
the Publicity Officer. B

2. There is practically no difference of opinion between Mr. Gwynn and me. Any pai)er not :
admitted to Editors’ Table privileges will get the publications from the Publicity Officerif
he 8o thinks fit. R

8. The specific case now in question is the Desabhaktan. The formal application has not yet e

been received. Unless our policy is changed, there is clearly no case for admitting this paper to
Hditors’ Table privileges. :

i

R. RamaceanprA Rao—2-9-19.

I should like this to be considered in Council. Please print for the purpose—omitting e
routine matter. Note the circulation of the Desabhaktan. ‘ e
L. D[avipson]—2-9-19.

The circulation of Deaabkdktan ig 800 as shown in report on Newspapers for 1918.

S.N.P.—3-9-19.
8.A.—3-9-19.

All papers can get what they want from the stock file kept at the Publicity Board. HEditors™
Table privileges, if asked for, may ordinarily be given irrespective of conduct to papers having a
circulation of 800 or over. V

L. D[avipsoN]—24-9-19. =

W itLiNnepon]—24-9-19.

A draft demi-official to Mr. Gwynn intimating for his information the decision offe)

Government is submitted. iy

2. After issue of the demi-official these notes may be recorded for reference. 4

S.N.P.—29-9-19. i
S.A.—29-9-19.

C. H. Brown—80-9-19.
R.R.—30-9-19
[G.O. No. 1351, Home (Miscellaneous), dated 30th Septe‘mberéﬁg

oo

1ssue.

Demi-official—from M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur R. ' ‘
Secretary to Government, Home (Miscellaneous) Department.
To—J.T. Gwynw, Bsq., I.C.8., Publicity Office, Bank of Madras Buildings, Mount
Road, Madras. B TR
Dated—Ootacamund, the 30th September 1919. ; e
No.—5361-2. ‘ S

I am to state for your information that the Government have decided that HEditors’ T, bl g
privileges, if asked for, may ordinarily be given, irrespective of conduct, to papers having

circulation of 800 or over. All papers can, however, obtain what they want from the file
at the Publicity Bureau. ' * Ly b S
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: rxnlege. I do not know the prmmples on wluoh the_ pr
A ‘in which it was refused to the Desabkaktan. But so far I ¢
| Board is in existence it will be advantageous to e xtend th privileg
As regards the man hlmself, \he has, I beheve, some. reputaho, as a

£

: Please see G.0s. No. 1271, Homa (M1scella.neous), dated 18th Dec
Home (Mlscpllaneous), dated 23rd Apnl 1919, as regards the non dm,mslo
‘the Editors’ Table privileges. Gl

2. Submitted we may await the renewal of the apph t
reports, the Hditor is sending up. -
SN.P.—4-8-19. .
S.A.—4-8-19. :
- Await. : ;
But A above requires se arate a.ctlon, Mr. Gwynn sl
Orders relating to admission of papers to the Editors’ Table.
<.of the pr1v119ge should be noted for embodying in the main. ﬁle

G.0. No. 1208, Home (Mlscellaneous), dated 14th A,ngast; 1919>
latest lig tpf newspapers, institutions, officials and others adnuhte . to the

Tqble up to 31st March 1919,

2. The following four, papers, individuals and assocm ion
pnvﬂeges since the 31st Match 1919 :— ' :
- (i) Hindu Nesan—Already admitbed to Edltors ‘Tabﬂl'
receiving bound copies of departmental reports—G.0. No. 751
@ (ii) Members of the Publicity Board—G-0. No. 1162, lated 31st J
(ii1) The Southern India Skin and Hide Merchants
Ww@memml importance—@.0. No. 1176, dated 4th August 1919 ; 2
@ (iv) Margadarsi, Calicut—G. 0. No. 1229, dated 21st August 9
3. The existent privilege was discontinued in the following ﬁve cases,
1918 up to date, owing to failure to take delivery of the papersin t
non—asceraamablhty of the whereabouts of the Editor in the last cas :
g;" 3) (i) Anglo-Indian—G.0. No. 72, dated 30th January : 9185 ]
(11) Madras Law Journal--G.0, No, 226, dated 12th March 1918 ;

(1v) Christian Patriot——G.0. No. 816, dated 27th November 1‘
(v) Dravida Patrika—G-.0. No. 673, dated 31st Mar

4. An examination of the papers from the 1st Janua

up to date in whlch the applicants were dechned pnv1le :




Notzs 7o G.0. No.  , Houz (stcnm.mnous), ) Sm’m

, Two of {0 wero applicants from outside the Presxdenoy and they were refu
privilege on the principle not to supply papers outside the Presidency as a measur
economy. - They were (1) The Servants of India, Poona (G.0. No. 124, dated
1918) and (2) The Searchlight, Patna (&.0. No. 743, dated 4th November 1918)‘ o

As regards the principle on which papers are admitted to Editors’ Table privilege
is requested to Sir Murray Hammick’s note, dated' 6th November 1911, on page 2
G.0. No. 1395, Public, dated the i6th December 1911. The privilege is gen
paper ¢ which has an established circulation sufficient to give it a substantial amount of aut]
which is moderate in tone and does not write so as to 'exclte racial ammouty g

In this Presidency the followmg six papers and one mstxtutlon were tefused the pri
for the reasons noted in abstract against each :— .

. (i) Hithakarini—'T'one at times objectionable : two warnings—G-. 0 No. 61

August 1918, and G.0. No. 799, dated 21st November 19185 )

(i1) Pancimyat——New venture—-ouculatlon to be establmhe ——G‘r O N o. 720 d
October 1918; i DHE
(i) Muhammadan Literary Society, Nellore—Not fairly well estabhshe —

dabed 23rd November 1918 ; '
(iv) Everyman’s Review—Small cmmlatmn tone at times ob]ectlonable x
a0 No. 809, dated 25th November 1918 ;
: (v) e est Coast Reformer, Calxcut-—])epartmental reports alone refused——Gr,O‘_v
dated 12th December 1918; ’
(vi) Desabhaktan——Reeent]ty forfelted secuuty for rabxd arblcles—-GO No.
23rd April 1919 ; and ,
(vi1) Hmdu Message—Circulation small and general conduch fa,r from sahxsfaotor
No. 1180 dafed 5th August 1919.
Lhese notos may, it is submitted, be sent to M. Gwynn uo.v for perusal a.nd
rcmmks as o tho extension of the pnvﬂege. ; . j ‘
S.N.P—23-8- 19.
8.A.—23-8-19. i
The pun(,xple is that a paper will uormall y be afforded Editors’ Tabla pmlle“es 01
- tion unless—

(a) it bhas eonsplcuously misbehaved,
(b) its circulation is so small as to deprive it of auy real standing or mﬁuence

I do not think sanction has been withheld in any case of reasonable elaim.

Mr. Gwynn may be furnished with a- copy of the main Government @‘fderg
subject and may be asked whether in the light of the instructions therein and tbe
would wish to recommend an 1y extension of Hditors’ ’la.ble puvﬂeges.

O Bnowz\— 5

Edltors’ Table privileges are entirely different from the sole questlon of publicity.

There is not the slightest doubt, though as a matter of practical usefulness we
pnvﬂege to papers of wide clrculauon, a chief criterion is the tone of the paper. 'Lhe

¢ privilege ’ strictly. Though for purposes of publicity Mr. Gwynn may cobsider
to communicate orders widely—e.g. to village officers—it does not follow that all his
ents shou]d be put on the Editors’ Table list.

Y ; l good policy to take ©tone v
This is the issue. in deciding whether Editors’ Ta le
L.D.—2-9-19. are to be given or not. Might it not be bef
to decide the question with referenee* g%
tion only ? :
'T'am not quite sure what is included under Editors’ Table Bnnl @g‘ﬁz
interests of Government that every newspaper in the Presidency ’
get the Editors’ Table Giovernment Orders. If hostile papers dor
they may make this an excuse for misunderstanding and misrepre
and indeed there may be some substance in the excuse. In fact
n Table should not be looked on as a favour granfed to the
arfangement for securing publicity in the interests of Governmen
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Norss 1o G.0.  , Howr (MiscRLLANEOTS),

Submitted for orders as to the principles that should in future be ob
* Tditors’ Lable privileges, with reference to Mr. Gwynn's remarks above,
will also have to be consulted u.o. o A R
SN.P.—1-9-19. = : 6 v sk N
S.A.—1-9-19. , S s o dnk
Hostile papers determined to misunderstand and misrepresent will wan!
 they will only twist the material supplied to them to their own nefarious end
Mr. Gwynn’s view of the Editors’ Table at A above is, of course, one way
question and under it the only criterion to go by would be circulation. Thi
the traditional view which has regarded the grant of Editors’ Table accessions
 If this view is maintained, it is clearly illogical to confer this boon on periodicals
ing aim is the misrepresentation or vilification of Government and its doings.

it Flopm

The PuBlicity work is only just now‘ beginning. The Editors’ Tﬁ_Ble
under certain conditions. I do not think it is necessary to vary these fro;

the Publicity Officer. " FoAe R T
2. There is practically no difference of opinion between Mr. (me,qu me. An
admitted to Editors’ Table privileges will get the publications” from the Publici
- he so thinks fit. = i e
3. The specific case now in question is the Desabhaktan. The formal applicatio:
- been received. Unless our policy is changed, there is clearly no case for ad: tting this
Editors’ Table privileges. B G T el
T should like this to be considered in Council.
routine matter. Note the circulation of the Desabhaktan. s R
Lo L L. Diavisond =
The circulation of Desabkaktan is 800 as shown in report on Newspapers for 1
- S.N.P.—3-9-19. ; i BT
8.A.—3-9-19. ‘
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‘deer Seeretaryj;

B

e 1208 Home ¢

papers, institutions,“bffici&ls

to thé'privileges;of.the E.T.

dated 10-4-19.
(ii) Members of the PUbllclv
1162 dated 31-7-19.

(iii)

Association - only papers of
G<0. No. 1116, dated~4e8519,
(iv) Margadarsi, C&lieut
21-8-19.

&
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9. The exlstent priv1leg'

in the last ease.

(i) Anglo-Indian
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the applicants were décl»‘éd

=" Two of thescwlre applican

the Presy. and they were refused

on the prineciple not to supply’paﬁe

Presy. as a measure of war cconomy.

(1) The Servants of India, Poona (GgO
14-2-18) and (2) The Searchlight, Pat:
743, dated 4-11-18). '

As regards the prineiple on which

to E.T. privileges attcntion is reques

Murray Hammick's note dated 6—11—11§9 ‘
) notes to G.0. No. 1395, Public, dated

The privilege is generally given to

"has an established circulation sufficien

e

“it a substantial amount of authority,

“moderate in tone and does not write so

[ 4 s . e
raeial animosity."

| In this Presy. the following 6 pa

refused the privilege for the reasons

abstract against each:-

(i) Hithakarini - tome at tim

23-11-18. v
(iv) Everyman's Review -

tone at times objectionable
No. 809, dated 25-11-18.
(v) TWest Coast Refo

reports alone refused

(vi) Desaba

for rabid ¢
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_ to Mr. Gwynn u.o. for perusal a.ndfor
as to the extension of ‘the priifilégd;.
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