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NOTES CONNECTED WITH A RESOLUTION REGARDING
MATTELS OF GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST:

¢ [For the meeting of 19th Ni ovember 1918.]

¢

.
e A

[Susseer.— Authorizing District Magistrates to issue passports to pe}sons going
S to Straits Settlements, ete. ] : ik

The Hon’ble Rao Baliadur S. R. M. AnvaManal CHETTIYAR e ;
“XTTIT. This (louncil recommends to His BEzeellency the Governor in Council -

‘that instructions be issued by them to all District Magistrates lo freely grant to all

persons applying to them for the 13sue of passports to enable them to go over by sea to
places in Straits Setilements and the Federated Malay States and in other British
Colonies, and to places in the Colonies of Allied Governments, for carrying on irade or
business, umless such applicants are certified by the i istrict Medical and Sanitary
Offficers to be physically unfit for the voyage. ' ¥

Home (MISCELLANEOUS) DEPARTMENT.

The general instructions regarding the grant of passports are contained 1n the
following Government Orders :— _ . :
G.O. No. 431, Home (Miscellaneous), dated 9th Mauy 1918.
S 4d8 g BoRth ok 5
t3) ) 492 39 9 7th June ,, :

In the first of these orders, the Government of India restricted the issue of passports
to journeys undertaken in the pational interest or for an object of cogent private
necessity. It was however made clear in the subsequent instructions, recorded in
the last two Government Orders above, that passports may be given in all cases of
persons proceeding to places where they have established business and trade relations,
and that the general principle is not to interfere unnecessarily with legitimate
livelihood (paragraph 2 (1i) of Memorandum on page 3 of G.0. No. 492, Home
(Miscellaneous), dated 7th June 1918). Grounds of legitimate livelihood Eagg
accordingly been held to constitute cogent private necessity and passports are freeky
issued in such cases. The instructions ‘are clear, and there seems no need to msub
any further instructions as recommended by the Additional Member to all District
Magistrates on the subject. He made the same request in a memorial sepdrately
sent by him to Government. A reply is proposed to be sent to him infor‘n,;ng him
that, under the rules in force, passports are H issued to all persons proceeding on /
grounds of legitimate livelihood. 7 : : : :
The orders of the Honourable Member may be  obtained whether he will reply
to the resolution at the Council meeting and, if so, whether any further information
regarding it is required, and whether he wishes the attitude of the Government in

replying to it to be discussed in the Executive Council.

MD R:-5211e08
C. H. Brown—6-11-18.

So far as British possessions are concerned, except as in so far as war conditions
demand, the resolution is already in force (subject of course to any provision of law
against immigration in the colony concerned). 3 A

2. Regarding colonies of Allied Governments, the only colonies frequently asked
for are Saigon (France) and Sumatra (The Netherlands). We generally issue passports,
of course the possession of a British does not guarantee admission against the local
laws.

3. The resolution is probably drafted under a misconception—see linked file.

R RAMACHANDRA RA0—6411-18.
I will take the resolution. No further information required provided the I&J.E’kgd '

file is made available at the meeting. : 5
e . L. D|avipsoN]--7-11-18.
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/38 (Mr. Annimalas C’hettiydr.}

~135-Q.—(a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement regarding t
in introdncing the passport system and the policy pursued by them in the matter
passports to enable persons engaged in oversea trade to go over themselves or send t
and clerks engaged in this Province for carrying on their trade in Penang, Singapore an
places in the Straits Settlements and the Federated Malay States and in %‘reneh ochin Ch

(b)) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they have issued any de
instructions to Collectors and Distriet Magistrates to be carried out by them in disposing of
applications made to them for passports for voyaging to the above places for trade purposes

(¢) If the answer to () is in the affirmative, will the Government be pleased to lay a copy
of such instructions on the table of this House ? : :

(d) Will the Government be pleased to issue the necessary instructions to the [Dis
Magistrates to grant freely all bona fide applications for such passports except in the ‘Case
persons who are certified by the District Medical and Sanitary Officers to be unfit for undertaki
the voyage on account of ill-health or disease 2 SAger

/38 J /

485 A.—The passport system, which is based on the orders of the Government of India -
. and the expressed wishes of the Home Government has for its main purpoq{
the * restriction of journeyings, both for unnecessary and undesirable objects.”™
Instructions have from time to time been issued to Collectors in accordance
with the rules originally laid down by the Government of India in this matter
and modifications therein subsequently directed. According to the latest
orders, which have been duly communicated to Collectors, the principle govern-
ing the issue of passports to persons engaged in oversea trade is to avoid
unnecessary interference with legitimate livelihood. Passports are now freely
issued to all persons'who have bema-fide reasons of business for journeys to the
countries mentioned in the question and the Government believe there is no
longer any legitimate ground for giéevance.
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