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RESOLUTIONS s

passed at the -
Thirteenth Vizagapatam District Conference
. held at

ANAKAPALLE
- on the 16th, 17th and 18th May 1918.

I. Resolved that the people of the Vizagapatam District in Conference assem-
bled, offer their most sincere assurance of Loyalty to the Person and Throne of His
Majesty, the King Emperor, and heartily tender their devoted prayers to the Almighty
God, for speedy and complete success to His Majesty, the King Emperor, and his
allies.

1o 8

Put from the chair.

Carried unanimously.
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irreparable loss that the country has sustained by the demise of Sir William Wedder-
burn, a true friend of India, especially at this most critical period in the political
\f history of India. '

F IT. Resolved that this Conference places on record their extreme regret at the
{
i

| Put from the chair.

I ' Carried unanimously, all stahdiné.\ "

III. Resolved that this Conference authorises and requests its President to
convey to His Majesty the King Emperor the expression of the dutiful and loyal
response of the Vizagapatam District to His Gracious message, and the assurance of
the determination of the people to continue to do their duty to their utmost capacity
in the great crisis through which the Empire is passing. : )

Put from the chair.

Carried unanimously.

o

1V. Resolved that this Conference, having read and carefully considered the
statement of H. E. The Viceroy that Indians are required to defend the soil of the
motherland against the invasion and that the man-power of India is also needed in
defence of the Empire, within which India is seeking to obtain responsible Govern-
ment, resolves that, under the circumstances of imminent peril of invasion in which
the country is stated to stand and of the necessity which exists for increased aid fro
India in the maintenance of the Empire, it calls upon all patriotic organisations to aid
in recruiting for Home and Imperial defence, especially to enrol the young men of
the middle classes to form under Indian officers a citizen army sufficiently large to
defend the country from invasion. : ; OSLLG YR

Proposed by Mr. O. V. Jagannadha Sastri.
Seconded by Mr. C. L. Narayana Sastri, B.A., B.L.
Supported by Mr. A. L. Narayanarao, i
! Sri D. Sanyasirajn Garu.

The Hon’ble Mr. B, N. Sarma.,
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- V. ¢Resolved that this Conference urges that, in order to evoke the whole-
hearted and real enthusiasm amongst the people of India and successfully to mobilise
the man-power, materials and money, the Government in England should, without
delay, introduce a bill into Parliament, meeting the demands of the people to esta-
blish responsible Government in India within a reasonable period which should be
specified in the statute, accepting the Congress-League scheme as the first step in the
reform.

Proposed by Mr. M. Suryanarayana, B.A.
Seconded by Mr. D. V, Narasimha Rao.
Supported by Mr. N. Rangamannar.
Mr. M. S. N. Sarma, B.A., B.L.
Mr. Bheemisetti Appalanarasimha Naidu.
- Mr. K. Rama Das.
Mr. Kollurz Satyanarayana.

«

Carried unanimously.

ey

VI. Resolved that the Conference recommends that all racial distinctions
should be removed forthwith, and Indians and Europeans should be treated as the
King’s equal subjects in all departments of public affairs.

Proposed by Mr. N. Rangamannar.
Seconded by Mr. M. S. N. Sarma, B.A., B.L.
Supported by Mr. M. Subba Rao, B.A , B.L.

Carried unanimously.

VILI. Resolved that this Conference, while exhorting the people of the District
to give their hearty and liberal support to the second war loan, respectfully submits
to Government that no fresh taxation be resorted to by the Covernment as the country
is already overtaxed. :

Proposed by Mr. K. 8. Narainrao.
Seconded by Mr. 8. Brahmandanayak Patradu.
Supported by Mr. Ch. Ramamurti.

Carried unanimously.

STl

VIIL. Resolved that this Conference, in view of the prospective trade res-
trictions in the raw materials in India and the consequent effect on the commercial
products of this District, exhorts the people of this District to take immediate steps
for the manufacture of jute and cotton fabrics and leather, for which raw materials
exist in the District.

Proposed by Mr. K. S. Narainrao.
Seconded by Mr. M. S. N. Sarma, B.A., B.L.
Supported by. Mr. B. Suryanarayana Patnaik, 5.4., B.L.

Carried unanimously.

e

IX. Resolved that this Conference respectfully points out that the administra-
tive offices of the District, especially the Collectorate, are manned by a highly educated
and efficient staff, many of them being graduates with all the necessary qualifications,
that the block to their promotions has been very serious and discouraging, that the

/. recent importation into the District especially into.the Collectorate, from other districts

without the corresponding transfers to the staff of the other districts is causing justi-
fiable discontent and is most likely to impair administrative efficiency and therefore
requests the Government and the Collector that corresponding transfers may be made

- of officers from this district whenever importation of officrs is considered necessary,

Proposed by Mr. O. V. Jagannadha Sastri.
Seconded by Mr: N, Rangamannar.

e Carried unanimously.

N interests of the Andhras.

i o
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X. Resolved that this Conference offers its thanks to the Gouvernment for the
increase made in the stipends of the Civil pupils in the Medical Sehool to Rs. 15 and
the salaries of the Sub-Assistant Surgeons to be Rs 50—120.

() That this Conference offers its warm thanks to the Government for
the appointment of an Eye expert to the staff of the Civil Hospital
at Vizagapatam and requests that it may be made possible for him
to devote his undivided attention to the needs of the eye patients
tor whose benefit the Government have been pleased to appoint the
expert.

* ! (¢) That this Conference requests the Government to raise the status of
Pig the Medical School at Vizagapatam to that of a College.

A € : {d) That this Conference requests the Government to permit willing men
' among the Sub-Assistant Surgeons to qualify themselves in the
Medical College for high courses making an exemption in the dura-

tion of the courses.

{¢) That this Conference requests the Government to make provision for
a large number of private pupils being admitted to the Medical
School, Vizagapatam. :

{f) That this Conference learns with deep concern the transfer of
Dr. Dwaraka Bai Kamalakar, Superintendent, Victoria Ghosha
Hospital, Vizagapatam, and requests the Committee of the Coun-
tess of Dufferin Fund to continue her in the place, or, if the exi-
gencies of administration require her transfer, to replace her by a_
lady doctor of superior medical qualifications, belonging to the
¥und.

r~

Proposed by Mr. N. Rangamannar.
Seconded by Mr. B. Suryanarayana Patnaik B.A., B.L.

Carried unanimously.

XI. Resolved that this Conference accords its strong support to the Andhra
movement and approves of the endeavours made at present for an all round progress
of the community. :

(2) That this Conference urges on the attention of the public the neces-
sity of having a separate English organ in Madras to advocate the

(3) That this Conference exhorts the people of this district to subscribe

o liberally to the Andhra Nidhi as funds are very much needed for
the propagandistic work undertaken by the standing Committee of

the Andhra Conference.

Put from the chair.
Carried unanimously.

Wesmrrm—aeeme

XTII. ~Resolved that this Conference is of opinion that the Madras University
cannot adequately supply the needs of the whole Presidency and that a separate Uni~
versity for the Andhras should be established at an early date.

Put from the chair.

Carried unanimotsly.

XTIT. Resolved that this Conference is strongly of opinion that in the i
terests of the millions of Telugu-speaking people to ensure their progress on.
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lines of their past history and genius and for a more efficient administration resulting -
from a redistribution ot the provinces of the country on a linguistic basis, the Telugu
Distriets of the Presidency be constituted into a separate provinee.

Put from fhe chair.
Carried unanimously.

P S

XIV. Resolved that this Conference views with alarm the absolute scarcity of
cottom fabries and abnormally high prices of the existing stocks and therefore requests ¢
the Government to render every facility for relieving the situation especially by grant-
ing priority certificates for the transport of textile machinery.

Proposed by Mr. K. S. Narayanarao.
Seconded by Mr. G. Kamesam, B.a.
Supported by Mr. A. L. Narayanarao, B.A.

Carried unanimously.

XV. Resolved that this Conference notes with regret the injustice done to the
Sishta Karnams of the district by the Education Department in not recognising them
as Uriyas. foos i
J : Proposed by Mr. K. S. Narayanrao.
o Seconded by Mr. C. L. Narayana Sastri, B.A., B.L.
Supported by Mr. V. B. Sundararao, 8.4., B.L.

Carried unanimously.

XVI. Resolved:—

Havirg regard to the backward condition of education in the District the Con-
ference earnestly requests:—

(1) That Board and Night schools be opened.

(2) That the management of Board and Municipal Schools be left entirely

to the local bodies, the resvonsibility of the Education Department

1A being restricted to remarks on school work, and to suggestions about

2 g : methods of teaching and provision of equipment as in the case of
private schools.

(3) That every village having more than 500 ichabitants should e
provided with a free elementary school.

That the vernacular be made the medium of instruction in all secon-
dary schools, English being treated as a compulsory second language.

(8) That the scale of fees in Secondary Schools be reduced to that pre-
vailing in other provinces with a view to cheapen it.

(6) 1hat higher standards be opened and English taught as a second
language in the following schools:—

1. Kumili 7. Uratla

2. Jami 8. Kuppili

3. Maducula 9.. Burja.

4. Vaddadi 10.  Virachattam
5. Alamanda ‘11. Kurupam °

6. Nakkapalli 2.. Seethanagram

13. Mruatyunjaya
Agraharam

fo

st

“ . theneed for constituting a *new Taluk from contignous villages in Chipurupalle,

Sty
e
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(7) That incomplete Secondary Schools be opened at Rajam and Srunga-
varapukota. : e B0

(8) That the incomplete Secondary. Schools at Chodavaram, Ellaman-
chilli and Parvatipur be made complete Secondary Schools and a
complete Secondary School be started at Salur. !

(9) That in view of the distance of Palkonda and Narsipatam Taluks
from the centres of higher education and their close proximity to
Agency tracts, this Conference prays to Government that special
: help be accorded to these Lalugs for starting complete Seccndary
* Schools therein.

That the male teachers in Queen Mary’s High School at Vizaga-
patam aud other Girls’ Schools be replaced by lady teachers when-
ever available, without delay.

(10)

(11) That this Conference extends its hearty support to all private en-
deavours in the starting of free elementary and technical schools and
exhorts the people of this District to help liberaliy the existing insti-
tutions such as those at Melupaka, Chittivalasa, Boorjavalsa and
other places. ‘

This Conference requests the decision of the Director of Public
Instraction rejecting the recommondations of local educational offi-
cers for increased financial help to the Melupaka H. E School under
misapprehension that it is a Secondary School and urges him to
render help in future tc that deserving institution.

(12)

That this Conference urges that a weaving and dyeing school be
- established at Pondur.
(14) That this Conference respectfully requests the Hon’ble the Rajah of
Bobbili to raise the status of the High School at Bobbili to that of

a second grade college.

Proposed by Mr. M. Bangarayya, B.A., B.L.
Seconded by Mr. P. Saryanarayana Chetti.
Supported by Mr. M. Subbarao, B A., B.L.

Carried unanimously.

XVII. Resolved that this Conference offers its whole-hearted support to the
suggestion of the Hon’ble Rao Bahadur Ramachendrarow Pantula Garu for the
creation of Advisory Boards or the empowering of the District Boards to advise th

=

@ Collector on the administrative affairs of the Distriet.

Proposed by Mr. N. Rangamannar.
Seconded by Mr. K. Ramdas. ;
Supported by Mr. P. Suryanarayana Chetti.

Carried unanimously.
XVIII. Resolved that this Conference, having regard to the contemplated

redistribution of Taluks and Divisions consequent on the proposed separation of the
agency from the ordinary tracts of the district respectfully urges on the Government

Palakorda and Bobbili Taluks.

Proposed by Mr. A. L. Narayanarao.
Seconded by Mr. G. Kamesam, B.A.
Supported by Mr. N. Rangamannar.

Carried unanimously.
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XIX. Resolved that this Conference is of opinion that in the construction of

(4t ¢ a harbour at Vizagapatam, which is to commence after the war, an adequate number

of men from this District ought to be utilised and for this end, respectfully urges on
the attention of the Government, the .great desirability of selecting suitable persons,
from this district, and training them for the purpose.

Put from tae chair.
— Carried unanimously.

XX. Resolved that this Conference, baving regard to the great prospective
demand for cement during the construction of the projected Vizagapatam harbour,
exhorts the people of the district to utilise this opportunity by starting factories for
the manufacture of cement. Y

Proposed by Mr. K. 8. Narayanarow.
Seconded by Mr. S. Brahmanda Naika Patrudu.

Carried unanimously.

—

XXI. Resolved that this Conference places on record its firm conviction that
the internment of our respected Mahomeden brethren, Mahamad Ali and Shaukat Ali
and the detention of other political detenues were uncalled for and joins the National
Congress and the Provincial Conferences in India, in entering its emphatic protest
against the action of the Government and earnestly prays that, having regard to the
present situation, they may be immediately released or placed on trial with proper
charges framed against them.

Proposed by Mr. M. Suryaﬂarayana, B.A.
Seconded by Mr. V. B. Sundararow, B.A., B.L.

Carried unanimously.

XXII. Resolved that this Counference, while expressing its satisfaction at
the good work that the Government Agricultura! Farm at Anakapalle has been doing,

. states as its firm conviction that the opening of a vernacular égricultural school is
| absolutely necessary and that with a view to make the institution more useful, one of
| the managers of the Farm be always required to be touring in all the ordinary taluks
| of the District.

Proposed by Sri D. Sanyasiraju Garu.
Seconded by Mr. Dasiraju Jagannadharow Pantula.

e Carried unanimously.

XXIII. Resolved that this Conference, having regard to the present state of

the country and | the necessity to defend ourselves against the attacks from outside, is g

emphatically of opinion that the time has come when the Arms Act ought to be
repealed and this Conference prays that the Government may be pleased to take im-
mediate steps for the Act being repealed.

Proposed by Mr. O. V. Jagannadha Sastry.
Seconded by Mr. S. B. Patrudu.
Supported by Sri D. Sanyasiraju Garu.

Carried unanimously.

LOCAL BODIES.
XXIV. Resolved that this Conference is of opinion :— .

(a) 1. That the policy of rapid elimination of all ex-officio, nominated and
elected official members from the Local Bodies should be adopted
and the filling of such vacancies by the election of non-officials
should be speedily carried out.

i

%

‘. ~ ,
2. That the function of the District Board should be confined to settling
the general policy of allotting funds and controlling the District -

services and that all its other functions be left to the Taluk

Boards. / !

3. That the interference of the Government and their local officers in the
administration of local bodies be ordinatily restricted to the
approval of budgets and to sanctioning the acts of the local
bodies when necessary on account of special circumstances.

(b) 1. That the number of Taluk Boards in the District should be increased

* giving as far as possible a Board for each Taluk and as an urgent

measure the Parvatipur and Vizianagram Taluk Boards be split
into two each.

2. That the Taluk Boards should be given direct control over the Engi-
neering Department regarding its work within their jurisdiction.

3. That pending the revision of the relations between the District and
Taluk Boards the Presidents and Local Boards be authorised to
determine in each case as to who would check measure works exe
cuted under the Engineering Department. i

4. That officials including Village Officers be prohibited from standiné for
election to the District and Taluk Boards and Municipalities.

Ot

That the power of electing their Vice Presidents be given to the Mem-
bers of the District Board and that the President of the District
Board be appointed from among non-officials. This Conference
regrets the action of the Government in not nominating a suc-
cessor to the Hon’ble Raja of Bobbili as President of the District
Board from non-officials. :

6. That persons other than members of Taluk Boards may be elected as
Presidents and Vice ‘Presidents of Taluk Boards and members
of the District Board.

7. That all Local Boards should compulsorily frame rales under sec-
tions 34 and 147 of the Aect. : :

8. And that the Head-Quarters of the Narasipatam Taluk Board be
transferred to Yellamanchili or Chodavaram aad a non-official
President be appointed for that Board.

9. That the principle of election of members and ehairmen be extended
to all Union Panchayats.

Proposed by Mr. O. V. Jagannadba Sastri.
Seconded by Mr. M. Suryanarayana, B.A.
Supported by Mr. M. Subbarow, B.a., B.L.
Mr. Kodukula Narasimham.
Mr. D. V. Narasimharow.
Mr. N. Rangamanuar.
Mr. K. Rama Das.
Mr. Ch. Ramamurty.
Mr. K. Satyanarayana.

Carried unanimously.

et

VILLAGE PANCHAYATS. '

XXV. Resolvad that this Conferemce urges on the Government the desir-

ability and the need of placing the Voluntary village Panchayats proposed to be

started on a statutary basis with powers of levying local taxes, and recommends that
the union and informal village Panchayats shall be given one-fourth of the landcess
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derived i n vxllao*es by the Boards anlamount equal to the amount of other taxes and
contributions c: )llec,ted from che wllaw be given from the Provmcxal Funds.

Put from the Chair.

Carried unanimously.

IRRIGATION.

XXVI. Resolved that this Conference earnestly prays that the Government

will.be pleased to appomt a Spemal Officer at'an early date to investigate and submit ¢

schemes for tho —

1. Improvement for irrigation facilities of this District and partlcularly
. of the Sarvasidhi Taluq and the conference further prays that esti-
- mates and plans be ordered to be prepared: in respect of,

(a) The Extension of Nagavali Project.
i ) (b) Komaravolu A-v;a.A .

(¢) The Kondakarla project.

(d). The Tandava project.

(e) Separate channel to Government villages on the river Suvar-
namukhi.

(2) The Conference further prays to the Government to delegate the
power of distributing water in Government channels and tanks to
Village Panchayats.

a8y This Conference is of opinion that a hicher rate of water cess just
enough to pay interest on the capital spent by the Government may
be levied provided higher rates of water cess are not introduced in
the areas already irrigated by the existing Government irrigation
works,

e e

4. (@) That no penal water rate be levied when Government water is used
when it finds its way into a holding without being taken by the land-holder.

(6) That having regard to the difficulties experienced by land-holders in the

matter of obtaining oppurtune sanction on water applications on aecount of the un-

- sympathetic conduct of the subordinate staff on the Engineering |'epartment this
Conference aurges no applications should be deemed necessary in the following cases :—
]

(1) Where water has been given to a field for a period of five years.

(2) In the case of a survey field when water was already given to portions
of the same.

(8) In the case of fields Iving in the Jower level where surrounding fields
were alveady irrigated.

Put from the chair.

Carried unanimously.

ADMINISTRATION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

XXVIL Resolved that this Conference is emphatically of opinion that the
manner in which the subordinate magistrates in this district have heen administering

" Criminal Justice is causing conciderable hardships to the public as the refusal to admit
complaints, the indiscriminate diswissal of complaints under Section 203 C. P, C., and

9

the extraordinary use of section 250 C. P. C. have been depriving even bona fide com-
plaints from obtaining Justice in Criminal Courts.

Proposed by Mr. B. Suryanarayana Patnaik, B.a., BL.
Seconded by Mr. O. V. Jagannadha Sastry.

Carried nnanimously.

FURESTS.

&‘ " XXVIIL. Resolved that in view of the hardship and inconvenience caused to

the people of the District and ryot population in particular, this Conference prays:—

(a) 1. That the recommendations of the Forest Committee be given effect
“to in this District also regarding Government Forests and Zamin-
“dari Forests under Court of Wards and that Forest Panchayats be
formed.

3 2. That free permits be given for takmg from Forest areas belon«rmg to
- the Government and under their management :—

(a) Ashes.

(b)  Leaves for manure.

(¢) and bona fide reqmremeuts for agricultural impli-
ments. -

(38) That Forest Officers be on the recommendations of responsible revenue
officials directed to grant free permits for cutting and removing
timber, bamboos and grass required for re-construction of thatched
houses in the case of the deserving poor.

64) That the existing wholesale contract system of selling Forest produce
be replaced by the old system of issuing tickets to individuals.

(5) This Conference expresses its sense of great disappointment with the
Government in their not disafforesting reserve forests in the Dis-
trict that are less than one square mile in extent.

(6) That the Agent to the Court of Wards be requested to order the
issue of pemnts for the removal of timber from the Madugole
Forests as great inconvenience is felt under esisting circumstances.

Proposed by Mr. M. Subbarow, B.A., B.L.
Seconded by Mr. Kodukula Narasimham.

Carried unanimously.

VILLAGE ROADS:

XXIX. Resolved that this Conference is of Opxmon that the following roads
be constructed as early as possible .— :

Nellimarla to Gajapati Nagaram, through the mtervenmv Agraharams.
Segadam to Rajam.
Panchadarla to Yellamanchili. '
Bobbili to Akulakatta.
Seetharampuram to Pondur via Santhakavita,
Bobbili to Balijipeta.
Yellamanochili to Dimila.
Yitikilavalasa to Pachipenta.
Goteda to Makavarapalem.
10. Kondakarla to Narasingapalli.
11. Thotapalli to Peda Merangi.
. 12. Salar to Thadivalasa.
13. Salur to Makkuva.
14. Komatipalli to Garbham,
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15. Chodavaram to Devarapalli and Kottavalasa via Kodur.
16. DBayyavaram to Chintavanipalem.

17. Alamanda R. 8. to Padinanabham. S
18. Chodavaram to Kasimkota via Rajam and Turakalapudi.
19. Simhachelam to Duvvada via Narava.

20. Desapatradupaiem to Agarampudi via Pedamadaka.
21. Bayyavaram Railway Station to Gangavanipalem.

22. Thumpsala to Seethanagaram.

23. Kasimkota to Veduruparthi.

Put from the chair,

Carried unanimously,

———

TOLL FEES.

XXX. Resolved that this Conference requests the District Board to consider
and remove the following difficulties experienced by the public in the matter of the
location of the toll gates, and collection of tolls.

(1) That the distance of 20 miles between any two toll gates contem-
plated under the rules should not be overlooked in fixing the loca-
tion of such gates on the simple ground that they are not on the
same road and that the existing toll gates contravening this princi-
ple should be closed.

" {2) Thatno toll should be levied from carts of ‘villages while taking

: manure ete. to their fields and especially with respect of toll gates,

in the vicinity of their villages as such carts cannot be said to be
travelling along the said roads.

(3) And that the composition rules should be freely given effect to in
the case of cart owners in villages near the existing toll gates.

Put from the Chair.

Carried unanimously,

XXXI. (1) Resolved that this Conference strongly urges on the Govern-
ment of Madras the imperative necessity of pressing on the Rail-
way Board for the immedidte construction of a Railway line connect-
ing Bhimilipatam with Vizianagaram and Vizagapatam and that the
line from Vizianagram to Bhimilipatam should at least be under-
taken to begin with.

{2) This Conference urges that the present Kasimkota Railway Station
be shifted from its present position to that at a spot near the Kasim-
kota village.

Put from the Chair.

Carried unanimously.

; XXXII. Resolved that in view of the fact that Plague has already worked

\ |\ great bavoc at Vizagapatam and of the great probability of its being an annual visita-
f ' tion, this Conference urges the necessity of the present system of divided responsibility
being at ovce pub an end fo. And it also advises the Vizagapatam Municipality and
- | the Vizagapatam District Board to pray for the grant of at least one lakh of Rupees

for Sanitary improvements either from its provincial funds or by obtaining the same
from imperial balances.

Proposed by Mr N. Rangamannar.
Seconded by Mr. M. Suryanarayana, B. A.

4
,

@
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Carried unanimously.

Y

| [ ' XXXIIL Resolved that this Conference expresses its great dis-satisfaction ak

the methods now adopted by the Salt Department in the matter of the production and
sales of Salt as it neither encourages the licensee nor henefits the consumer; and
therefore recommends to the authorities that the hardships be alleviated by allowing
higher price for the monopoly salt; by equalising the cesses in a single tactory by
fixing a definite and equitable proportion of the salt to be contributed to the
Department under the modified excise rules and by the State selling salt at the actual ,
cost at which it is obtained from the licensees. : :

Proposed by Mr. M. Suryanarayana, B. A,
Seconded by Mr. K. Ramadas.
[ Supported by Mr. K. 8. Nurayana Rao.

Carried upanimously,

34

XXXIV. Resolved that this Conforence urges the speedy construction of
a bridge between Gunaparthi and Chucbikonda;\ as considerable inconvenience is
caused to travellers passing by the route without the same.

Proposed by Mr. D. V. Narasimha Row.
Seconded by Mr. M. Somappa Sastry.

Carried unanimously.

XXXV. Resolved that this Conference urges the necessity for establish-
ing a Telegraph Office at Madugula and Post Offices at China Madina, Gogada
Agraharam, Kintali of Veeravilli Talug and Ramabhadrapuram of Salur Talug.

Put from the Chair.
Carried unanimously.

[ER——

XXXVI. Resolved that the next District Couference be held at Vizianagram
in 1919 on such days as may be fized later on.

Proposed by Mr, M. Suryanarayana, B.A.
Secc?nded by Mr. B. Suryanarayana Patnaik, B.A., B.IL.

Carried unanimously.
XXXVII. VOTE OF THANKS TO_THE CHAILR.
By Mr. O. V. Jagannadhasastri.

9 XXXVIII. THANKS TO THE RECEPTION COMMITTEE AND TO
THE VOULNTEERS.

By. Mr. N. Rangamanpar.

PRESIDENT’S CONCLUDING SPEECH.

S e

(Sd). SREE VIKRAMA DEO VARMA, :
President,

[ True copy].
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Brother Delegates and Gentlemen,

I esteem it a great privilege to have been invited
by the Reception Committee to preside over the 13th
Vizagapatam District Conterence. I however felt consi-
derable misgivings in my own heart, as to whether, at
this time of our national crisis and evolution, I could
undertake this heavy responsibility. I braced myself up
with the thought, that at a time when every true son of
India is called upon to render national service in some
shape or other, in whatever humble capacity, no one

A  should lag behind but answer the call of duty, and have
i . thereivre accepted the honour and privilege bestowed
upon me, with the bumble desire to serve and strive
( with you in the national cause, to join with you in your
. ranks in the brave and patriotic, loyal and constitutional
. struggle for winning Self Government within the Empire

at the hands of the British Government for our Mother-
land. "Not with the hope that I would be able to carry

' you with me by my eloquence nor even with the con-

scious self-possession of a leader among you who cculd

stand boldly at the front and fight your battles, do I
_accept this honour. By your noble example, by the

example of all true .sons of India, who fixing their gaze
 steadily on the goal, are pressing hboldly forward in their
onward march towards that goal, by unwavering and
| unerring steps, I felt impelled, nay tempted, to follow
the lead and tread on the same path. By the help of

“your wise counsels, your able guidance, and above all
your enthusiastic endeavour to achieve your object, I
thope T shall be able to discharge the duties of the Presi-
dential chair entrusted to me with some degree of con-
fidence and success. I request you to accept my most
sincere thanks, b ;
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- The Great War.

~ We meet for the fourth time uander the shadow, of
this great war, which has been wantonly provoked by
the rampant militarism and barefaced lust for world
domination reigning supreme in Germany and has been
raging with unabated vigour plunging the whole of Hurope
and the civilised world in the struggle. We have not yet
begun to see the beginning of the end of tkis terrific war.
Our Shastras proclaim “where there is right, there is vic-
tory”’. “onsfy s o¥acst.” That saying will not go in
vain. The Allies and our Sovereign King-Empero\r
George have drawn the sword:and entered the field of
battle in defence of right and their strength which is as |
the strength of ten, will triumph over the mightycarma-
ments of the enemy and give lasting peace to the world, |
covering them with eternal glory. The glorious vision |
of the ultimate victory is clear before our eyes and no »
one doubts the success or the righteousness of our cause. '
To the Hindu mind such great wars are the outcome of |
the Divine Will and Purpose sent to purge the world of |
its sins and the sinners whenever unrighteousness reigns |
supreme overshadowing Right. The Almighty ever|
partial towards right and justice sides, like Lord Sri’
Krishna, in the Mahabharata, “c6® z¥3,83 &) =8” with !
the party struggling for truth, virtue, honour and righte- |
ousuess. With the victory of the Allies, a new and splendid
era cawns on the face of the earth and virtue once more
shines bright, resuscitated, resplendent with all its
heavenly hues, the dross, the baser elements all being
consumed. by the fire. '

India’s Help.

From the time the trumpet blew on the battle plains
of BEurope, India has been longing to enter the fight.
At the bidding of H. E. Lord Hardinge, the Indian Fx-
peditionary Force entered the struggle at the Western
Front in the beginning, withstood the overpowering
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onslaught of the enemy forces in their fresh and vigorous
attacks and received encomiums for their heroic and
valourous fight. In the words of H. . the Maharajah of

Bikanir, they had nothing but a thin line of khaki and

their own loyalty to the King Emperor, to support them
in their defence when they were taken straight from the
Railway line to the battle front. In the recent battle of

Cambrai, the services rendered by the Bengal Cavalry '

have been well appreciated. The Mesopotamian Cam-
paign was waged and won mainly through the help of the
Indian troops, and the Indians earned the approbation of
their Generals in all the fronts they were employed in.
India’s loyalty became manifest and was proclaimed to
the world by her sacrifices in men, and mongy. The
Indian breasts were surging with enthusiasm and pride,

by the noble sacrifices rendered by their brethren on the
battle field and India was aglow with the warmth of

feeling, loyalty and patriotism to enter the fight and have
a share in the glorious victory. Had the Indians been
permitted to volunteer, or join in the ranks, had c.ommi.s—
Sions been bestowed on deserving and capable Indians, in
the beginning, millions of armed soldiers and untold re-
serves behind would have beeu in readiness, steady, firm
and loyal to defy and swamp the overwhelming odds of
enemy and the man-power problem would not have arisen
in its present form. The occas’xog passed and fOE some
reason, our wishes could not be fulfilled by the Govern- .
ment. Enured to habits of peace, under the blessing of
British Rule, our people mostly exchanged the sword for
other avoeations. The innate martial spirit requires but
a little burnishing to make it flash once more with full
lastre like polished steel, and the descendants of the
heroes of the past whose deeds are celebrated In cong
and legend, cannot fail to stand up at the call of the
Empire in a manner worthy of their ancient traditions
and the man-power of the Hmpire would be invincible

agrainst ite strongest enemy.



4

The King’'s Message and the Delhi
S Conference.

The fighting on the Western Front has become in-
tense, as the enemy forces liberated from Russia are be-
ing centred there.” The allied forces are fighting with
glorious heroism and sacrifice against terrible odds
and from sheer weight of numbers overwhelming them
are sometimes obliged to give way to the enemy at some
points after inflicting terrible losses upon them. It would
indeed be a matter for considerable exertion and effort for
any power to successfully defeat an enemy who entered
the battle field after nearly half a century of preparation,
equipping himself with all the engines of slaughter which
science could devise or unscrupulous warfare couldgem-
ploy, trampling under foot the traditions alike of civilised
warfare and the feelings of humanity. When American
millions reach the battle front, the pride of the enemy
will be fallen and vanquished. The whole world is
virtually up in arms againgt this common foe. The
Prime Minister sent a message to us, indicating German
peril in Asia add the East, and forewarning us o gather
up our resources and be ready to face the enemy in de-
fence of the empire. H. E. The Viceroy replied reaffirm-
ing India’s loyalty and her proud resolve to stand firm
in defence of the Empire. The historic conference met
at Delhi the capital of the Empire and the inspiring words
of the King’s message and the Viceroy’s speech are still
ringing in your ears. ‘°The Empire’s need is India’s
opportunity.” That is the gracious message delivered by
the King Emperor to the loyal Princes and . peoples of
India and there is no Indian who does not feel the full
weight of the pronouncement and faithfully carry it out.
“ Great as has been India’s contribution to the cause of
the Allies, it is by no means the full measure of her re-
sources and her strength . So said the King fixing his
faith upon the adequate response that His Majesty expected

would be made by the country. The Viceroy said, *I want

to feel that I am carrying India herself along with me
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with the Empire at large and I want India herself to
realise that this is her war and that ber sons wha go forth
to fight go to fight for their own motherland”. “While
I am speaking the great issue still hangs on the balance
upon the battle ficlds of France. It is there that the
ultimate decision of India’s fate will be taken’.
Aygain, he said ¢ In this great world conflagration all the
nations are being tried by fire, and the dross is being
purged away. We may ask ourselves how can this thing
be but we may be confident that it-is not without divine
purpose that the peoples are being tested as by fire and
for those who come out purified and refined, theres are
spacious days abead, So may it be with India and you
who have come to this Conference have India’s good name
in yo'r bands. The eyes of the world are upon you. I
am sure you will quit yourselves like men”. Who
will not be inspired with the loftiest sentiments of loyalty
and martial fervour by these words ? Speaking about the
political reforms. ¢ But if we are to do this, we must
close up our ranks. In the face of the common danger,
there it no room for smaller issues. The liberty of the
world must be won before our aspirations for the liber-
alising of Indian political institutions can acquire any
tangible meaning ”. From the abdve it would appear
that the reforms are not likely to take shape till after the
war. The Viceroy’s ideal seems to be that India, while
contributing her might to this fight for the freedom of
the world, should feel that her sons are fighting also for
their mother-land. The Viceroy’s momentous utterance
ives remote echoes of the Premier’s speech with respect to
Treland but the difterence in the tone and language is
apparent. India is longing to enter the fight not for the
sake of reforms. It is In po huckstering spirit ; her
loyalty has no price. She desires to enter the fight
to serve the Empire in her supreme hour of need, show
herself worthy of her proud position as a free and equal
partner of the Empire and do the behests of her sovereign.
1f it was felt that any pronouncement on the question of
reforms should have been made at all, it would have been
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‘higher statesmanship to have promised full freedom. The

Viceroy’s speech contains no definite assurance of the
- grant of freedom or the political reforms watched with the
keenest interest by the country. On occasions like this,
it is only natural that the people should give expression
to the desires that sway their hearts and for the Rulers
to comply wi th them. The case of Treland is a st'ron.g
instance in point. As has been already ok?serv'ed, it is
not setting down a price upon loyalty, which 'is not a
commercial commodity. We humbly desire the Govern-
ment to discharge their own duty, create great enthu-
siasm among the people for the fight and utilising the
best of India’s resources, and the flower of her army to
win the fight.

In a land inhabited by over 383 crores of people, it
ought not to be difficult to raise an army of at least a
crore of men, able to take the field. Fully alive to the
undying importance of the history and martial traditions
of our past, bearing in mind the highest moral and religi-
ous precepts inculcated by our own Shastras, epics, and the
puranas, keeping steadily before our gaze our clear path
of duty ahead, it iy our bounden duty as the descendants
of the heroes of the past, our Dharma, to enter this fight
in defence of the honor and glory of the Empire and of
the arms of the King BEmperor. Brethren, I wish to re-
call to your mind the great and matchless teaching of our
Lord Sri Krishna on the righteous battle field of Kuru-
kshetra, meant for the instruction of the world but com-
municated by way of advice to Arjuna at a critical
moment.

The Indian Man-power.
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“0 Arjuna ! This war is raging throwing the gates of
Heaven widely open. It is only Kshatriyas endowed
with the highest bliss that can hope to take part in a war
like this”.

“Tf you fail to take part in a righteous war like this,
you will lose your Dharma or duty and your reputation
and iucur sin”. “If you perish, you will enter heaven, if
you win you will enjoy the world (or Empire)”. :

These inspiring words to this day touch our hearts
and are almost part of our daily prayer. After imparting
sound advice as regards Arjuna’s duty, the Great Lord
enjoined “Therefore fight O! Bharata”. It is thus a
sacted duty for us Indians to take part in this righteous
war which has as its highest ideal the achievement of the
liberty of the world and if we fail to enter it, we shall be
incurring sin as the Great Teacher has said. We forego
our Dharma and our reputation. The mighty occasion
has arisen when all the inhabitants of this vast Indian
continent should resolve to rise like a single man in
defence of right and of their own common Motherland
irrespective of all distinctious of caste, creed or colour. Our

“ancient writings contain abundant references to the part

taken by even Brahmins in the past leading armies in
the battle field and wielding the sword and training the
Kshatriya youth in the pursuits of warfare. The Brah-
mins were holding proud positions in the army as com-
manders. The Baudhayana Smrutisays: that martial
life fora Northern Brahmin is not prohibited. To this
day the Brahmins are largely employed in the Indian
army in the North sometimes in separate battalions and
sometimes mixed with others. When the country’s safety
is threatened, it is the duty of all citizens to fight in her
defence. The Sub-Committee at the Delhi Conference
recommended and it was resolved, that there is no need
for conscription in India and that armies should be raised
by voluntary recruiting. Some of our Indian leaders
however outside the Conference sought to introduce
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conscription as a means for whetting the latent mar&a?
spirit of the people which has long gene out of use under
the peaceful reign of our British Rulers. But is the
desn:e for conscriptian not a slur upon our loyalty and
patriobism and ths history of our country in the past ?
It is quite possible to raise by volantary recruitment
hosts after hosts of Indian armies which can completely
overpower and easily out-number the enemy forces in the
field of battle. Thousands of armies will march under
the banuer, if the Government is pleased to remove res-

trictions, confer commissions in the army on deserving and -

capable Indians’ equalise pay and prospects, and treat the
Indians and the Buropeans on a footing of perfect equa-
lity. It is indeed a matter for considerable regret that
the Government have not yet been pleased to order the
repeal of the Arms Act. ¢

The Second War Loan.

J Although our country has rendered pecaniary help
In several shapes in this war there is much more to be
done. The policy has been in the past to keep India
and the war apart from one another., With the march
of events, the time is now come for all of us to feel as
the Viceroy said the other day, that India herself'is go,incr
along, in this war, with the other parts of the Empirg
at large. Verily India should now shine ag the brightest
Jewel in the Imperial Diadem. Prices may rise, gold
and silver become scarce, food itself scanty, India wi’llbnot
fail to discharge her duty loyally, but she never deserves
to be pointed out as not giving while she could. It is
not proper to suppose that large treasure is buried by the
ignorant fglk'in the earth or that the Indian’ womanhood
is sinking in jewellery any wealth that could be more
usefully employed in other ways. True it is that the
Indian wife is fond of jewellery as her sisters are else-
where, but she considers it to be an inseparable part
of her own ‘wifehood, an inestimable possession which
cannot be severed therefrom—and no woman cares to
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.preserve her ornaments when her house or husband is in

danger. The time is one for great sacrifices, all luzuries
must be scrupulously avoided, and- the country should
prepare itself for the ficht, by the practice of the strictest
Karmayoga and to win victory. It is our firm eonviction
that India will not shrink from the sacrifices necessary
or the self-restraint needed, to achieve the objects in
view. When the budget for the current year was intro-
duced by the finance member of the Imperial Council, all
members congratulated him that he has steered through
most difficult times, preserving our financial equilibrium
and without imposing fresh taxation. In England
several new taxes have been imposed. In times of great
national emergency, the' wealth of the nation is at the
absa_1te disposal of the sovereign for so our Shastras say.
It is our earnest desire therefore that India should excel
herself over the former occasion and contribute liherally
towards the suceess of the second war loan. S

The Politics}l Reforms.

The visit of the Right Honourable Mr. Montagu,
the Secretary of State for India to our country during
the current year, has been a very remarkable event
in the history of our political progress. From the
speech of H. E. the Viceroy we learn that the Secretary
of State is on his way back to England. The whole
country should have been rejoicing if it had been possible
either in the King’s message or in the Viceroy’s speech
to announce any definite policy as regards the coming
reforms but no definite assurance such as has been given
to Ireland has been vouchsafed to us. The Secretary
of State has throughout maintained perfect silence accord-
ing to the instructions given to him at home. The Self
Government resolution attempted to be brought before
the Conference at Delbi has been ruled out of order by
the Viceroy, giving some reasons for the said act and in
his concluding speech the Viceroy held ‘out promises for
the future, The Secretary of State however declared
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in the House of Conmmous as his opinion that unless the
Government in India is made respousible to the people,
there can be no progress. We earnestly hope and we can-
not fail to be convinced, that he will use his best endea-
vours to achieve that end. The anfettered caprices of
the beauracracy must yield to responsible popular
Government. When throughout the whole of the civi-
lised world, democratic ideals are gaining ground it is
impossible to expect that India alone of all conntries will
not be keenly alive to the new quickening impulses. The
ancient Aryan saying “sow¥8e g5eomr . “That power
resides in the multitude in the Kaliyuga or age’’ is about
to come to pass. This is the true import of the said
Aryan saying. There have been several instances where,
auring the stay of the Secretary of State for India ? this
country, the beauracracy has given proofs of its deSpotic
methods and implacable attitude. Such being the case
we_cannot expect that they would easily part with their
powers. Except by a stroke of bold statesmanship, the
Government of the country cannot be metamerphosed
at once into popular and responsible Government. The
political sky is changing every hour with its varied hues
like the evening sunset. The Government of any country
requires for its stability strong popular support and 1t
must accordingly be broad-based upon the popular will.
The idea should never be entertained that in ancient
Tndia the Kings and Emperors were despotic rulers.
They never. discarded the Dharma but held themselves
absolutely bound thereby. Even where public opinion
was misguided and faulty, the ancient Kings suited their
policy in accordance with popular prejudice even. Under
the present system popular opinion can make itself hardly
folt—as witness the fate of the resolutions sent up for
discussion’ in the Legislative Council. The Honourable
the Rajah of Ramnad clicited some interesting parti-
culars as regards the way in which resolutions have been
dealt with in the Council. 924 resolutious have” been
sent up by non-official members. 909 have been rejected
under various rules 66 alone were accpted, 180 were
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opposed. Divisions were called for and votes taken 1in
51 cases and in three out of the number popular majority
sucoeeded. This state of things needs no further com-
ment. To remedy this condition, the Congress and the
Muslim League have elaborated a scheme of reforms and
put it forward as the result of their joint effort. Viewed
in any light, the Congress-League scheme represents the
minimum of the reforms that the coantry requires to set
matters right and anything short of that will only in-
crease the volume of the discontent. 1t would not be
sound statesmanship or policy to reject a scheme put
forward after due deliberation by the two greab naticnal
assemblies of India as the minimunm required for the good
of the country. The Home Government should see its
way o passing an act of Parliament at once for establish-
ing $elf Government in India. The various departments
of the Government can be liberalised and brought under
popular control by suceessive steps; but as a first step the
Congress-League scheme should be adopted as the safest

and the best.

Our Domestic guarrels.

It is indeed a matter for considerable anxiety and
regret that in our Southern Presidency alone, in politieal
matters, our social condition should create internal dis-
putes and disturb our fraternal harmony. The nou-Brah-
min problem does not seem to e so prominent elsewhere.
Perhaps in our Presidency singularly, Brahminism is 80
ipanscendental | I am neither partial to, nor hostile towards
Brahmins. To hate anather, is never io accordance with
our Dharma and hatred in any form is a grave and serious
ovil. If we examine the question rather dispassionately,
it would appear that the Brahmin is niore sinned against
than sinning. In some unfortunate cases the Brahmin
dislike is assuming an aggressivo and militant attitude.
Tor all the ills that the non-Brahmin community is sutfer-
ing from, to say that the Brahmin alone is %o be held
responsible 18 exceedingly strange and perverse thought.
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Tf in the past the Brahmin gained some supremacy in the

watter of appointments and other powers, it is to be attri-

Luted to the result of the environments and circumstances

of the Hindu society as at present constituted but is by

no means to be regarded as brought about by the wviles

and machinations of the crafty and unserupulous Brah-

min intrigue. We should be throwing the blame on the
Creator, if we say that the caste system has given such
undue predominance to the Brahmin. The true Brahmin
never harbours ill-will or hatred towards another. We leave
out of account the psuedo-Brahmin who-e thoughts and
deeds belie his Brahmin birth. Even now, the hatred of
the Brahmin towards other communities does not seem
tc be so great as theirs towards Brahmins. Among the
Avatars of Sri Maha Vishnu, Vamana aloneis a Brmin.
Parasurams is a kshatriya by his pursuits. Sri Rama
was a Kroatriya and Sri Krishna was only a Yadava or
a cowherd. Do not the Brahmins worship these ? Even
if there should be quarrels among brothers about the
partition of family properties, the brothers do not ordi-
narily become blind to their filial duty towards their
parents on that score. Granting: for argument’s sake
that the evils of Brahmin predominance are real, to
oppose reforms on that score or to suppose that Self-
Government if established, would only perpetuate Brah-
mie tyrrany, would be perverse reasoning, betraying the
narrowness of the political vision of the protaganists of
such a theory, and further leads to the suspicion, that such
an attitude is less, the outcome of their own inward con-
victions than of external influences. The Hindus and
Mahomedans Lave joined hands and their united voice
cemands commen political rights. Many among the
non-Brahmin-leaders have seen through the danger of
«uch 2 blind policy and have already declared their un-
flinching adherence to the Congress cause and have de-
manded the grant: of reforms according to the Congress
1 eague scheme with ouly com munal representation added
to safe-guard the interests of non-Brahmins in Southern
India. This has been generally approved and conceded
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by generally liberal minded Brahming in the South.
In any province in the country, the non-Brahmin popu-
lation is the mainstay of its prosperity. Itis the non-
Brahmins, that, by their endeavour should contribute

* to the progress of the country, by their agricultural,

commercial and industrial pursuits, and it is again the

non-Brahmin that should bear mostly the burdens of the

taxation and econtribute towards its revenues. Tt is
therefore clear that no one can afford to disregard or
minimise their importance and it would never be true
political wisdom to stand in the way of the reforms neces-
sary for the good of the country either from the fear, of or
the hatred towards, the Brahmin.

T4e Linguistic Ideal and the Andhra
' Movement.

The redistribution of the provinces on a linguistic
basis has been advocated by some responsible politicians
as conducive to the harmonious and the material pro-
gress of the country towards-the Self-Government ideal.
Mr. Curtis also seems to support this ideal. The resolu-
tion moved by the Hon’ble Mr. B. Narasimheswara
Sarma in the Imperial Legislative Council has been lost,
Still the strength of the movement will not be aftected
but will bs gaining ground and bear its fruit in due
time. The attitude of some of our great leaders of politi-
cal thought in the country towards the resolutlon and
their undeserved remarks against Mr. Sarma and the
resolution, created ‘quite a surprise and a sensation in
many quarters in the country. No one ever desired that
the country should be divided into as many provinces as
there are languages, great or small, in the country. Our
administration is the costliest in the world, even as it 1s,

and we have no desire to increase the cost thereof by

providing more posts with high salaries and emoloments,
by unnecessarily breaking up the provinces. Our ideal is to
economise the adiinistration and to redistribute the pro-
yinces, on a linguistic scale, having regard fto the im-~
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portance, and literary development of the languages and
the capacity of the people for separate administration.
The tie of a common language is the strongest of its kind
and it is therefore an ideal to be attained in the political
reconstruction of the country. Ideas are gaining ground
that the proceedings of the Legislatures, of the Courts of
justice, instruction in sehools-in the arts and sciences, are
to be conducted only in the mother tongue, andit is by no
means an impracticable thing to cherish the language
ideal as basis for provincial administration. The future
development of the administrative pélicy of the British
Indian Empire, will have to be on a federal Dbasis
carved on linguistic lines. It is therefore essential that
this cardinal principle should be kept constantly in sight
in shaping the progress of the Government of the cgyntry.
In our Presidency about 40 8/4 per cent of the popula-
tion speak Tamil, about 87 8/4 Telugu, 8 3/4 Uriya
and an equal percentage Kanarese and 2} speak Mala-
yalam. Other languages prevail to a minor extent.
Tamil and Telugu, thas hold a prominent place in the
country. My Uriya brothren live in the Ganjam and
Vizagapatam Distriets of cur Presidency. The mother
country Orissa known as Odhra Desa or the Uriya coun-
try is separate. My Uriya brethren have for sometime
before even the Andhra movement took shape, been agit-
ating for the union of all the Uriya speaking people under
one administration, but their desires are yet far from ful-
filment. If the linguistic basis is to be adopted, the
Tamil and Telugu countries have to be separated and the
Uriyas joined on to their brethren in Orissa, according to
the natural course of division. This ideal has been
catching the imagination of the people in the other
Provinces also. The people of Sindh and Maharashtras

‘have well recognised its force and beauty. Our Bengali

brethren fought for it bravely and achieved it in a large
measure. It is high time the Government also should
take up the ideal and work towards its accomplishment.
The unity of common language fosters the spirit of the
highest and best patriotism in any place or country; like
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brethren nurtured at the common breast of the same
mother, the people cultivate common love for their mother
land and tongue, bound by the strongest fraternal ties.
The language that the child learans to lisp in the lap of
its mother is no other than its mother tongue and its
magic influence is more to be felt than described. T need
not expatiate to you separately and at length on the -
virtues of the Andhra movement. It has captured the
popular imagination and has gained a firm and lasting

~ footing in the country. Though I am not an Andra by

birth, the Andhra country and the Andhra languags
are like foster mothers to me. The Andhra movement
has my warmest and most cordial sympathy. The re-
cognition by the Indian National Congress of the claims
of the Andhra Desa to a separate provincial organisation is
itsel{ 'a happy augury for the future. The Andhra
brethrer deserve the gratitude of the nation for holding aloft
this high ideal before the country. The Andhras and
the Uriyas should mutually wish for the formation of the
Andhra and the Uriya Provinces and it is a matter for
rogret that the brethren in Ganjam should have any
quarrels or differences among themselves on these matters.
May the Great Ruler of the Nations bless the Andhra
movement so that it may bear fruit in the formation of
a separate Andhra Province. :

National Edueation.

' The National spirit has spread in the country. Self
respect is shining bright. Foreign articles and customs
and costumes, however attractive, are not exciting the
same spell over the nation as before, but are regarded as
standing next to our own. Our birth, our nationality, our
dress, our language, our manners and customs, however
hamble and uncivilised in the eyes of other people, are
exercising a strong influence over our hearts and filling
them with a peculiar national pride. This I understand
to be the special feature of the growth of Natiounalism in
our land. The liberal education imparted by.our Rulers

9
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to us, is the root of the 'cause and the development of
this National idea, Some time ago, it appeared as
though the country would lose its individuality and identi-
ty completely and become merged in the western ideals.
But the awakening has come and the feeling has been re-
alised that there is no home better than one’s own, how-
ever hamble, and that there is no benefit deluding our=
self by foreign allurements and attractions. Fully alive
to the importance of English education for purposes of
transacting the business of the State, for acquaintance
with the latest and best developments in science and art,
and for imbibing all thatis best in the modern civilisa-
tion, we realise and we firmly believe that national edu-
cation is absolutely essential for awakening and illumi-
nating the national ideal, for creating self-respect and self-
reliance and for shaping the national eharacter**and
characterstics which are lying dormant in the nation. The
mind of the nation has been long enslaved by foreign
domiuation, and as a first essential, anless the incubns of
foar and pussilanimity sitting tight over our breasts ox-
pelled, and a manly sense of freedom and independence is
fostored and burnished and kept bright, the nation can-~
ot rise to its {ull height of manhood but stands dwarfed
and stanted in its growth losing all vigour and lustre.
National education is the best means of developing the
manhood of the Nation, That education is the best, which
inouleates and implants the national ideas in our breast,
and that education alone is to be hankered after. The
other methods of education are only means for gaining
our daily bread and no more.

"~ There is a’great educational reawakening in Bogland
and in India and educational methods are being tho-
roughly overhauled to make them suit the require-
ments of the age, calling forth the best endeavour te
train up the youth of the country, male and female, in the
- best way possible s0 as to equip them in the best way
possible as the future citizens of the country. This is
one of the first lessons of the war learned by us and our
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- Rulers. In former times, Brahmacharya and its stern

discipline, were an integral and essential part of a boy’s
student life. Avoiding luxuries with religious serupu-
lousaess, and practisitg self restraint of the strictest kind,
the youth devoted themselves to pursuits of knowledge.
The said regimen trained the body and the mind in a
matvellons manner. The body, fully developed, shining
with inward purity and outside beauty, well delineated
and marked out, each part and limb perfect in itself, fitted
the man admirably for the task before him in after life
and the mind followed the course of the development of
the body, shone bright and sharp and with native lustre.
Unless the same spirit of stern discipline and devotion,
again prevails, it is useless to expect that the physical
and mental development of the nation _would be on a par
witl.Jone another or other nations or would regain their
former strength, vigour and beauty.

Elementary Education.

The darkness of ignorance envelopes the masses of
the people. The sun of knowledge has set. The great-
ness of India has become a matter of ancient history. The
soiences, arts and industries have all disappeared. The
national intellect has degenerated. The present gloomy
condition is perhaps the result of the loss of the national
freedom and of due support of her native Rulers. Of late,
the national life is slowly reviving and [ndian nationalism
is manifesting itself in art, and the sciences. New endea-
vours are being made and finding adequate response in the
people. At this juncture, to dispel the gloom and to
spread the beneficient rays of knowledge, it is essential
that knowledge should spread far and wide and permeate
the darkest recesses of the national life and to begin at
the very bottom, Hlementary education should be im-
parted to the masses freely and compulsorily. The late
Gopala Krishna Gokhale perceiving the utter darkness
pervading the masses sought to introduce a bill to make
elementary education free and compulsory. Though



18 :

: %
temporarily his efforts then failed, they soon began to
take firm root and fractify and today we see the principle
recognised as absolutely sound and endeavours contem-

plated to reach the ideal. [t is indeed a matter for grati- -

fication that the Madras Government has been moving in
this direction and the reassuring pronouncement of H. H.
Lord Pentland in the last Legislative session and the
small conference invited to Ootacamund to discuss the
question are hopeful signs. We are yet in ignorance of the
details of the scheme but are confident that national good
will result therefrom. The spread of education is one of
the chief functions of the State. In Mysore, the cryis
raised that even secondary and collegiate education should
be made free. In England Elementary Education is com-
pulsory for all children between the ages of five and four-
teen and is provided free in Public Elementary Scigols
maintained by local authorities and aided by the State.

It would be highly regrettable if at this day, we can-
not succeed in making Elementary Education even free
and compulsory, The Aryan saying goes “Dmegaingesme’”,
“The man devoid of knowledge is a brate.” 'T'hat man is
really blind whose mental eye cannotsee the light of
knowledge of both things mental and divine, and the path
of widom is closed against him. Even the methods so far
pursued in imparting knowledge to children, do not seem
to be quite what they ought to be. A casual glance at
any of the text books prescribed, would reveal the fact
that they are filled with material not easily comprehensi-
ble even to mature minds and mostly relating to unfami-
liar and strange objects. The teachers are not men
possessed of high educational qualifications. It would be
an unwise and imprudent policy to employ as teachers
in Elementary Schools, men who are unable to make
a living otherwise and whose educational qualifications for
the place are only a little above the standards they are re-
quired to teach. The plastic mind of youth has to
be moulded into right shapesin the begining aud the
teacher’s vocation makes it particularly desirable to make
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the young mind the recepticle of healthy and fresh ideas
to enable them to grow. It has been the unfortunate conai-
tion in our country that when a man is unable to esrn
an easy livelihood by other means, he betukes himself to
the profession of teaching in Klementary Schools, or the
practice of medicine in the villages, document writing or
purohit duties. Elementary Education must remain in an
ubsatisfactory condition unless a better class of teachers
is recruited for the service with better pay and prospects.
Similar defects are also noticeable in the secondary and
collegiate education. The limit of sixteen years for the
school final does not appear to be quite reasonable, The
teachers of our Queen Mary High School for girls not
being acquainted with the vernacular, are obliged to
img rt instruction in English even from the I Form; and
it is needless to observe that the girls are mostly unable
to follow the teaching and profit by the instruction. It
is the opinion of several competent persons that secondary
education also can best be imparted in the vernaculars.
In higher and collegiate education the courses of studies
do not cover sciences or systems of knowledge useful for -
the advancement of the country and its material pros-
perity. Physies, Chemistry, Economics, commerce, and
Agriculture, should have a more prominent place in the
University. Improved life is the end and aim of all
similar education. Ifit fails to secure the said object,
such education is not only useless but even harmful,

Industrial Education.

After this war, a greater economic war will have to
be faced by the country. = The resources of all the belli-
gerent nations have been completely dried up by this de-
vastating war. All the wealth has been squandered. Com-
merce has been injured. Produce became scarce. In the
economic reconstruction which all countries will under-
take to rehabilitate their former trade and industries it is
natural to suppose that they will fall upon’ helpless coun-
tries like India. India is the trading centre and market
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for the world’s ‘goods, paper, pen, iuk, thread and needle

and such other common articles of daliy use, have become
unprocurable except by ipmortation from foreign countries.
If the national life of indin is indeed to reawaken and see
the glorious day, India should at once adopt the Swadeshi
vow. The present is the fittest time when on account of
the war, foreign commodities are unable to flood our
markets, to establish our indurtries on & sound footing
and make the country economically and industrially in-
dependent. As the people are indifferent and unable to
finance great schemes, the Government should help the
industries. Education must be so moulded that each
Indian will be enabled fo pursue some handicraft and
‘earn a decent living thereby, instead of merely depending
upon his general education for his means of livelizood.
The Department of Industries has been constituted by the
Government but till now it has not been productive of
any appreciable advantage to the country. Adequate
measures are not being taken to spread industrial educa-
tion among the people. Some people are of the opinion
that for a considerable length of time, India must remain
content with producing the raw material necessary for
manufactures and exporting it to foreign countries, but
such a state confers no material advantage upon India and
cannot add to her industrial prosperity. We are extremely
grateful to the Government for the preparations that are
being made to establish an Engineering School at Vizaga-
patam. A well equipped Industrial School and an agri-
cultural college for the Northern Districts have been long
~ felt wants and we hope that these wants will be supplied
by the Government ere long. A weaving school at Pon-
dur has long been an urgent necessity and the attention of
the Government has again been drawn to the subject re-
cently in the Legislative Council, The Government
replied that the difficulty is mainly in securing & suit-
able expert during the war and that, after the war, suitable
steps will be taken and that meanwhile some help might
be gained from the peripatetic weaving: party. Food and
raiment are the foremost necessities of life, and now there
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isa oreat want in respect of both of them. The Govern-
ment.do not appear yet to have clearly perceived the
misery of the situation, People are suffering severely
from the enormous rise in prices. Some Municipalties are
selling articles at fixed prices, to control the high prices
and it is highly desirable and necessary that similar steps
should be undertaken by the Municipalities and other
aathorities in our district also. Unconscionable profiteer-
ingis growing rampant under the pretext of war emer-
gency and it 1s high time that Government should step in
to relieve the situation, and provide adequate safeguards.

Local Self-Goverﬁment.

Tt has been recognised as an accepted principle by
the Government for sometime past that for the better
foundation of Self-Governing institutions in the country,
the basis of local Self-Government should be 1mproved.
The principles laid down for the improvement of local Self-
Government even so early as Liord Ripon’s Viceroyalty
have not yet been put fully into operation and the recom:-
mendations and observations of the Decentralisation
Commiesion even, have bot been given effect to. Hven
the provisions of the Municipal and Local Boards Aects
are not yet fully carried out in some instances. The
number of institutions has remained almost stationary
and no rapid srtides forward are made.  We cannot lay
the charge at the door of the people alleging that they
ate apathetic, because wherever such institutions are es-
tablished and powers conferred, the people are showing
Leen interest in their working and development. There is
deeprooted mistrust of the capacity of the people ingrain-
ed in the mind of the beauracracy and that accounts in a
large measure for the tardy pace of advancement in these
matters. Till that mistrust vanishes, no real progress is
possible. When local Self-Government is improved and
real and genuine interest is created in the people then the.
capacity of the people will become ‘manifest. Otherwise,
it becomes rusted for want of proper use. Constant en-
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deavour alone will confer the necessary capacity and skill.

Lack of independence and initiative will curb the develop-

ment of the capacity of the people as well as a sense of due
respousibility. The real power now vests in the bands
of the Government in shaping the budgets and sanction-
ing the expenditure of the Municipal and Loeal bodies
and local Self-Government exists merely in name. The
power of electing Presidents of Taluk Boards has been
conferred upon a very few and till now the Collec-
tors have been the Presidents of the District Boards.
Of late four District Boards have been allowed to have
the privilege of having non-official Presidents. In our
District, the Hon’ble Rajah of Bobbili has been nominated
President of the District Board but he has resigned with-
in three months of the appointment. No successgy has
been nominated but the privilege has been conferred
upon South Canara District. The Hon’ble Mr. Akella
Suryanarayana Rao interpellated the Government on the
subject and got the reply that no such nomination will be
roade at present. As usual the Collector has become Presi-
dent and one of the pensioned and retired officials. of the
Government has been gazetted Vice-Precident. When a
non-official in the person of the Hon’blethe Rajahof Bobbili
became President it became necessary for the present Vice-
President to resign and an official, the Huzur Deputy
Collector had tofill the office of Vice-President. The
Rajah having resigned, the Collector and his former
Vice-President have again stepped into their former usual
places. This kind of transmutation ecannot but excite
wonder and surprise. When the privilege was first con-
ferred upon our District, whether or not the Government
considered that the Hon’ble Rajah was alone the fit and
proper person for the place, they could certainly rot have
imagined that the Rajah could ever continue to be the
non-official President of our District Board. To appoint a
Zamindar deeply immersed in his own affairs when there

-are qualified gentlemen is a strange phenomenon in our

District. The Liocal Boards Act even contains a provision
for the election of a President by the members of the Dis-

23
y
trict Board when the power is conferred by the Govern-
ment and it is passing strange that the Government has
not yet conferred the power on any of the District Boards.
There are many in our District who are eminently
qualified to fill the place of the President of the District
Board. Can we suppose that the Government 1s wholly
unaware of their existence or their capacity? Among Taluk
Boards in the District Narasapatoam alone remains under
an official President and the Parvatipur vacancy remains
anflled vet. Why? The answer to these two questions
eannot be easily imagined. When the present Municipal
and Local Boards Acts are revised, we hope that every en-
deavour will be made to confer real independence on
the local bodies and make them really Self-Governing

institutions.

Village Panchayats.

Our thauks are due to the Government for endeavour-
ino to change the law governing village courts and to
ostablish new couris for the specdy and inexpensive ad-
ministration of justice in the villages. Litigation and its
extravagance have been eating away 1nto the vitals of the
ryot population. The number ot suits has been daily
progressing.  If temporary and .addltxonall courts are
established for relieving congestion in the ordinary courts
such relieving courts are themselves getting congest-
ed by increased volume of litigatior. A temporary court
once established bids fair to become permanent. The
people are losing solf consionsness by the intoxicating
power of litigation. This state of tliings only points to
their degradation and is by no means an index of th.en‘ '
prosperiZy. The village courts have to be in_vested with
exclusive authority over the civil and crimiinal matters
falling within their jurisdiction which should .grgx(_iually
be extendcd as public confidence and the utility of
these tribunals increase. ~The regular coarts should
have the power to hear appeals and revision against the
decisions of the village tribunals under certain safeguards
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and conditions. The number of Panchayat Courts should
exceed the number of Courts presided by single Village
Munsiffs. The old Panchayat regulation has been in
existence very nearly from the time of the permanent
settlement. Suitable men should be appoiuted Fancha-
yatdars. The communal life of the villagers and their
individuality has gradually degenerated but has not yet
disappeared entirely. There is thus a hope of its being
again resuscitated by proper methods. Tt has to play an
important part in the process of recoastruction of the

olitical institutions of the country on a self-governing
gaéis. Several representations have been made to the
Government to establish Panchayats not only for the
administration of justice but for various other useful
purposes. Forest Panchayats have rendered psuful
work in the places where they were constituted and ¥rriga-
tion Panchayats worked well in the Nellore District.

Land Revenue Settlements.

The Re-settlement operations of our District have
heen commenced There are only three Government
Taluks in our District, Palakonda, Golugenda and Sarva-
sidhi. Of these, the two former and a greater part of the
later were Zamindaris at the time of the permanent settle-
ment but only became government property by confisca-
tion afterwards. About 9/10 of the land 1n our District
is Zamindari and the remaining 1/10 is Government.
The Estates Land Act thus applies to roughly about 9/10
of the entire area of the District. The three Government
Taluks are administered on a different system, in the pre-
sent Land Revenue System of the Government. Of these
Sarvasidhi is the “home of famines and remissions. We
do not know how the Taluk got’ its name Sarvasidhi
(which means all round plenty) but at present the name
is certainly a misnomer. A large body of the influential
ryots of the Golugonda Taluk have sent in a petition to
the Government to discontinue the re-settlement opera-
tions ag their lands are already heavily assessed hbut the
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operations are in full swing. Others elsewhere have
urged that resettlements should be postponed daring
the war. The Government, unlike ordinary landlords
who rackrent people, should take only a proportionate
part of the produce of the land as revenue for state pur-
poses. The periodical resettlements usually result in en-
hancements of revenue and hence the apprehensions of
the people. The land has already been heavily assessed
and taxed and any additional burdens will become un-
bearable. The subject has come before the Government
in several shapes on various oceasions but the policy re-
mains unchanged. Water cess again is another impost
pressing’ unduly heavily on the people. The Urlam
Judgment has preserved certain rights of the Jandholders
and it remains to be seen in what manner they will be

 permitted to be enjoyed.

The Agency Tracts.

fost of the agency is Zamindari land. It is now
nearly eighty years since the agency was separated. The
economic condition of the people dwelling there, their
wealth, the administration of justice are all in keeping
with their sylvan surroundings and life. Till very re-
cently, this tract of the country having been mostly in-
accessible, its resources and fertility have not been well
investigated. This land beautifully endowed by nature
has of late years been attracting the eye of the Govern-
ment. To instil knowledge into these aboriginal people,
to afford adequate medical aid, to open up the country
by Railways, to reform the rules regarding the adminis-
tration of justice so as to bring it into a line with the
enlightened system in the plains, these are some among
the chief agency referms, Godavary, Vizagapatam and
Ganjam agencies are now under systems of rules and
there is no difference in the social life of the people in-
habiting the three portions. There is no lenger any need
to keep them separate and one set of rules may be usefully
framed so as to provide for all the three agencies, We are
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£lad to note that the Government are making certain

efiorts to remedy this state of things. The need of educa-
tion is all the greater. There is only one Board High
School at Jeypore. In other places there are only a few
scattered Elementary Schools. During the time of the
late Governor's Avent Mr. Harris, certain  Hil] Schools
have been newly established but no progress has since
been made. 1t is my earnest desire that special efforts
should be made to improve the material condition of the
agency and its people by my cousin the Maharajah of
Jeypore Sri Maharajah Sir Vikrama Deo M abarajulun-
garu, K. C. 1. E, The Vizianagram Parvatipur Rail-
way line was originally proposed to be run at least as far
as Kalyanasingapur and other new proposals were again
made to run another line through Jey pore to the Central
Provinces. But all of them have come to a staud Gtill
and the present war puts them beyond the reach of ex-
pectation of early accomplishment. In the ordinary
portion of the Vizagapatam District, Railway cess has been
collected for the past nearly two years, but there isno
prospect of any Kailway being laid out in the District
within a reasonable time. It would therefore seem desir-
able that the Railway cess should be stopped for the pre-
sent.  There sre great possibilities for the future of our
District and it behoves us to take early steps to ensure its
prosperity. The coustruction of the Vizagapatam Har-
bour has been determined upon and with it, if the Rail-
way line is connected with the Central Provinces, the
agency will be developed, an outlet will be provided for
the produce of the Central Provinces and the prosperity of
our District will be ensured. 1T fully believe that though
there is great financial stringency now, on account of
the war, still the attention of the Government will be
directed towards this important subject and proper steps
will soon be taken.

The Plague.

Excellently situated on the sea coast, ' with its salu-

{3

§ 27

brious climate, our town of Vizagapatam with its suburb
Waltair, has been justly famed asa favourite health
resort. The Plague has recently broken out in the town
for the first time in its history and has carried off about
500 people. It is now abating but it is apprehended that
there may be arecrudescence with the first onset of the
next winter season unless proper precautions are adopted
from now, thereis no chance of this fell disease being
altogether wiped away from our midst. The Government
have gracicusly promised help to free us from the ravages
of this disease and our gratitude js due to the Govern-
ment for the same. The sauitary and other measureg
require a large outlay and it is our earnest hope that
Government will finance the several schemes necessary
for e improvement of the town and the eradication of
the disease, and considering the prospective greatness and
importance of our town, we ftrust that no efforts and no
money will be spared to achieve the said objeects.

(=Y

Conclusion.

Brethren! To the best of my humble ability, I
have tried to place some of my little ideas before you.
Iam grateful to you for the kind and patient atten-
tion with which you have listened to my words. Every
moment, cur hearts and our eyes, stand fixed on the
battle plains, and with the varying successes of the
allies, our hopes, our fears and our aspirations and our
joys vary. H. E. the Viceroy observed that oup des-
tinies have to be finally determined there at the west-
ern theatre of the war. The concluding words of H, E.
the Viceroy at the Delhi Couference fill us with hope.
“Nor do I underrate the importance of these questions
which they would like to have brought up before this
Conference but let me assure them that no prejudice
has been done to the cause they have at heart, that
rather the attitude of those who have been present here
today, the fact that men who also feel strongly on those
questions shoald ‘have been ready when the empire calls
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to drop for the moment these matters,and say ¢ no this

comes first.” “T say that this attitude will raise sympathy
Which must bear its fruit in due time.”  These words
clearly indicate to us the path of duty lying before us in
this grave crisis. As Sir Sivaswami Tyer observed at
the Delhi Conforence with cousiderable fotce and foresichg
all mistrust must vanish, mutual eonfidence and trusg
must reign, and popular ideals should bear fruit, Tt is
our duty therefore, born as we are at such a ecritical
period in our national bistory, to brave the situation like
men, with self-respeot loyalty and patriotism. The call
of the empire and of ounr patriotism is one and identical.
Servico to the Motherland and the need of the empire are
synonymous. India always first deserves and then desires.
At this time of the empire’s need, India likewise re‘lves
to serve the empire and strive to maintain the peate of
the world along with the other parts of the empire and
then herself firmly established on the throne of freedom to
shine for ever with her native lustre as the brightest jewel
in the Imperial Diadem of the freedom~]oving British
Nation whose flag floats over free countries, M ay the God
of all Nations bless her with/' the realisation of her hopes.
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