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MEMORIAL PRESENTED BY

THE.DRAVIDA MAHAJANA SANGAM, RANGOON
TO

H1s ExoBLLENCY tHE Riemt Hon’BLE Freverre Joun Nirier, Baron CHELMSFORD,
P-C., G.MS.I, G.0.M.G., 6.M.LE., Viceroy and Governor-General of India, and THE
Ricar Hov’sre Epwiv SamusL MonTaGu, P.ul, M.P., His Majesty’s  Necretary
of Stute for India. b ¥, S o ;

The petition of the President on hehalf of the Members of the Dravida
Mahajana Sangam, 48, Lewis Street, Rangoon. .

Humbly showeth—

——

The petitioners represent the Tamil Dravidians, or the so-called Panchamas, who
form six millions of the population”of the Madras Presidency. - /

2. The petitioners have understood the significance of your visit to India.

3. The petitioners enter their emphatic protest against the grant of Home Rule
to India at this stage. ,

4. The petitioners most humbly appeal to you to safeguard their interests as a
community in the reforms proposed to be formulated by the Government.

5. The petitioners at present have no representatives on the Provineial
Legislative Council, the municipal councils, and the local boards of the Madras
Presidency. :

6. The petitioners beg to place for your benign consideration, the following
grievances due to the caste prejudices prevailing in India—

(@) They are refused admission into the public schools managed by the other
caste people.

(¢) They are not allowed to draw water from the village wells intended for
public use.

(¢) They are not allowed to walk through the public roads in certain parts of
the Madras Presidency.

(@) They are prevented from possessing Government ¢ darkhast ’ land by the
sharp practices adopted by the other caste Hindus.

7. The petitioners view with abhorrence the contemptible use of the word
'IParaiya’ as applied to this community, as it is now synonymous with everything
that 16 mean and degrading.

8. The petitioners, some of whom are graduates of recognized Universities, are
afraid of calling themselves as Panchamas or Paraiyas, on account of the social
restrictions placed on them by the other caste Hindus, who often boycott them in
public offices.

9. The petitioners have all along been loyal to the Crown and have rendered.
memorable service in the defen'ce of the Empire,

Wherefore, the petitioners humbly pray that they shall be represented on the-
Provincial Legislative Council, the municipal councils, and the local boards of the
Presidency ; that they shall be provided with additional schools and wells by the
Government ; that facilities shall be afforded by the Government to acquire land ;
that they shall be given free education; that the ancient and the proper name
‘Dravidian ’ shall be given and recognized by the Government instead of the name
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¢ Paraiya’; that they shall be given communal representation in any scheme of reform:-

that may be given to the country at large; that a department of inquiry consisting
. mainly of HEuropean officials shall be created to listen to the grievances of the
- Panchamas, and the Panchama graduates in particular, and to recommend them for
positions of trust and responsibility, without submitting them to competitive exami-
nations along with the members of the more advanced communities, especially the « |
Brahmans, who have a regular monopoly of the gazetted appointments.

And for this act of kindness, the petif ioners shall for ever remain grateful.
RANGOON, : - V. G. VASUDEVA PILLAI, President,
Tth November 1917. LR The Dravida Mahajana Sangam. é
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