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Indian Immigration

(REPORT ON, FOR THE YEAR 1916).

Laid on the Table, 24 August, 1917.

THE AGENT-GENERAL OF IMMIGRATION to THE COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Immigration Department,
Suva, 1st May, 1917.

I have the honour to submit, for the information of His Excellency the Governor, the
following report upon Indian mnmqmtlon and the Indian immigrants in this Colony dunng the
year 1916, ~ It is divided into two parts: Part I deals.entirely with indentured Indians; Part II
deals with unindentured and indentured Inaians, and with matters. of gellelpl interest.

Applications were received originally for 2,926 adult immigrants to be allotted to 134
plo11t1t10ns supplementary applications were réceived for an additional 109 adults. Owing
to the war it was found possible to despatch only two vessels with immigrants to this Colony during
the season. A reduction of fifty per centum on the original apphcatlons was therefore made
when allottmg immigrants who arrived during the year.

The undermentioned steamers were chartered for the transport of immigrants in 1916,

Sir,

viz. :— ;
Steamer. Master.  Surgeon-Supt.

‘ Chenab ™’ 2 H. Findlay 2 T. Ireland.

“ Sutlej i, J. Burley s H.:Vallance.

The ““ Chenab " left Calcutta on the Ist of August, arriving at Madras on the 7th of August.”
After embarking immigrants at Madras the vessel resumed her voyage on the 7th of August, and
arrived in Suva harbour on the morning of the Ist September, twenty-five days out from Madras.
The general condition of the immigrants during the voyage was good, there heing little serious
illness. In spite of the exceedingly rough weather during the last week, which was the cause
of much sea-sickness, the cunlmon of the immigrants on arrival was good. One birth and no
deaths occurred during the voyage. The immigrants embarked at Calcutta and Madras were
as follows :(— 3 y
; Males. I‘cmah Childreitos, Infants. Tolal.
g8  Calcutfp . 209 i B 17 509
Madras © ... 222 S SEIh 34 Beish, 18 374
3

Totaley. o 821 35 883

Two passengers are  included in the above.

The “ Sutlej ” left Calcutta on the 2nd Octobcr arriving at Madras on the 6th of October.
After embarking immigrants at that port the vessel resumed her voyage on the 9th October, and
arrived at Suva on the 2nd of November, after a voyage of twenty-five days from Madras. The
Surgeon-Superintendent reported that the general condition of the immigrants during the voyage
was good, there being little serious sickness. Notwithstanding exceedingly rough weather du;rmg v
the first fourteen days which was the cause of much sea-sickness the condition of the immigrants
was good.  One birth and four deaths (one male adult, one female adult, and two chlldren) occurred
during the voyage. = The immigrants embarked were as follows :— .

i Males. Females. Childreén. Infants. Total.
Calcutta . .. 190 ks o 14 8 e 2975
Madras .. 342 %on 54 ’ St 5785

L

Total .. 532 4y s R
No passengers are included in the above.
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; U MARRIAGES DECLARED IN DEPOT. i g £
12. Declarations made on arrival under cection 4 of the Indian Marriage Ordinance No. II

R T ARRIVAL OF IMMIGRANTS IN 1916. ' :
of 1892, by newly arrived immigrants were taken by the Agent-General in t’he case of 185 qqgg‘le,s

ke i Thew total‘numBer of immigrants embarked and landed, taking the rating at )porf of

. 4 and certificates of registration issued to the parties.
2 z g % ' MEDICAL INSPECTION. : ; %
E < ‘g = 13. The medical inspection of the immigrants was carried out by officers of the Medical
: f, 3 o i F = - Department, and the following details of chest measurements and weights of adults were recor_ded i
L s lite 8 E : e N “« Sutlej.?
‘ ' u 3 & Chest measurement— et
: Males, average in inches e 32:81 32:37
« Chenab ” from Calcutta and Madras arrived Weight— ; : /
1st September, 1916 .. s s Soy| U5 254 39 34 OOIS[ETS 88%3‘ Males, average in 1bs. ool 119-63 i 120-35
Sutlej ’ from Calcutta and Madras arrived e 5 '@ Females, average in 1bs. 106-96 T 102-90 i
2g Royerber JO10 i 5 el o s £ bkt , The average chest measurement of the adult male immigrants landed during the %61313.1: was
' j f 39-59 inches, and the average weights were -—_males, 119-99 1bs. ; females, 104-93 Tbs.  The ages,
Ifambirembaps:d Libo s 4o o8 o0 il of adult immigrants varied in the following proportions :— Lo AR
Born on the voyage .. o 5ia R S i 2 2 s P M
! 20 years and under 98168 Tk LS A T 128 i
110587498 73 08N 384 180 170 95 years and over 20 1600 o ALEs b
Dedyedenth o8 YONoET ] SR Ll Laloriee 30 yearsand over 25 - .. G798 g 8-64 AR
: 40 years and over 30 o i 4:32 et 2:26 : s _
Number landed: 1,052 | 497 73 67 38 29 (1,756 ’ : :
Deduct passengers 2 5 23 G A 9 } IMMIGRANTS SET-ASIDE. - st
: 14, The immigrants set-aside for rejection or subsequent allotment after re-examination
Immigrants landed 1,050 | 497 73 67 38 29 |1,754 were i— i SR
VT l : Set asidba Dependents; Total. : ;
PROPORTION OF SEXES. : R
5. The proportion of females to every hundred males was :—adults, 47-33 ; children, 86:48 ; Vessel. e Adults. Children. e R
total, 51-07.  There were 13-38 children to every hundred adults. _ ‘ . Total. | :3 -% Total.. v
M. F. | Total. | M. F. M. F. : = S

RETURN IMMIGRANTS. :

g immigraﬂts had previously

o

[\
©
@W
—

6. Included with the total number despatched, the followin
served or resided in other Colonies :— I 2 6 1 7 1 {ead o i ,
: Men. Women. Children. Total. o Chenab 5 9 9 8 5 4 5 29 bk s
e e oo e ‘ i
R S 5 7 e wuEmmET e G 12 | 43
Mauri.tius i 5 3 2 2 7 N i
:][33?,“1;3% g 5 % 5 = :1; 15. Subsequently they were disposed of as follows i— i e
ritish Guiana 2
Total - '7_3 ;E '1"; 1_2_9' Set, aside and rejected. ¥ Depend.ents. Total.
() B i) ; =
Passengers are not included in the above. I o Adalts: Children: Total. | Adults.|Childm.| Total.
NON-IMMIGRANT PASSENGERS. ; [
L 7. There were two passengers neither of whom haq previously served under indenture Allded on resexs M. F. M. F4 5 1'5 B
. 5 R amination ol A ) 4 6 5 6 Gl
8. Sums amounting to £11 18s. 8d. were deposited with the Emigration Agent at Calcutta, - ll(zt‘)c{c.ed twégh: (:1 :
by four immigrants for payment in Fiji. ?Noiia y 9 9 e o SEL oy R 2
R DETENTION IN DEPOT. : : In depot awaiting] A
9. The Immigration Depot, Nukulau Island, was in occupation during art of the months 1 ent and re-
. 2 1% ; allotm 14 9
i _of September, October, and November, 1916. No quaranting restriction was necessary in the patriation ) 1 10 3 1 1 1 6 ; 2%
case of immigrants arriving by either steamer. The usual steam disinfection of all the immigrants’ 5 : R
s clothing, blankets, &c., was carried out in Depot. Upon the Nukulau Depot being closed after 9 Total ol i) 3 16 9 6 7 5| 27 31 12

RE-CLASSIFICATION.

the allotment and delivery of the immigrants from cach steamer, all unallotted and rejected immi-
and six females recruited as adults, being u

grants with their dependants were removed to Korovou Depot, Suva, as usual. = The period of
£ each steamer is shown hereunder, viz. :—

P 4 S
16. Twelve males nder fifteen years of

detention in, Depot in the case o
“ Chenab.”  Sutlej.” :
Arrived in Depot i 2 September 58 3 November. were re-classified as non-adults. R : pa e
Bi;%fl Z(ﬁiégr delivern: - : ;g ggg:ggzz PR 32 ﬁggigﬁ;g;' 17. Under section 51 of Ordinance No. 1 if 1891, there were placed on lumtg‘d'-/..tas‘ :
- e : ; 5 under i— : : T
maie e | T e

PHYSIQUE AND CONDITION OF IMMIGRANTS ON ARRIVAL.
10. The physique of the immigrants medically examined in Depot appears to have been ©
The condition of the immigrants greatly improved during their stay in Depot.

1. 5 S
Vesse , o 5 I M 7 e e

good.

BirTHS AND DEATHS IN DEPOT AND HOSPITAL.

; 11. One birth and two deaths occurred in the Depot, both deaths were of Madras male : ‘
adults, of these a Madras male was found drowned. A Magisterial inquiry was held by the Chief epemn Lilims g7l i gl
All the circumstances pointed to suicide. ol e 7 3| et

Police Magistrate, and the finding was found drowned. “ Sutle]’

The man according to his ship mates had been depressed since leaving India. One death, a male
adult, and two births occurred in the Colonial Hospital.

*‘52:‘
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B 18 he r{umber déspatched, the casualtigs, and the number actually allotted are shown ; : 5 IMMIGRANTS REMAINING IN THE COLONY AT THE EXPIRATIOI‘; OF INDENfﬁRE.
sin the following table :— . /| ; ; ; : S : : : e AT
LA : : 3 : ‘ = - i f.. .dIntthe follqw1élg tal1b1e is 1slhown the number of immigrants introduced in 1911 and whose

: : > i ‘ , t ol indenture expired in 1916, the loss through death or repatriation, and the number remaining
SR : Adults. Children. Infants. : { in the Colony at the expiration of the term of their originalpindenture i gt
Particulars. : Total: S : ; g : '

M. F. M. F. M. A s S8 I - Adults. . -
i _ ¢  Male. " Female. Children. . Total.

Allotted in 1911 {(5'steamers) 7 (7 ¢ 2789 "2 0iiu 10861 - ;) 1 a0 v et St 00

~ Embarked (two steamers). . 33 2 ..[1,053 73 38 1,758
. Born on voyage 55 % Pk i X 5 o 2

Died in 5 years % 5 2 148 5 i o 04T 64 . 306
1,760 Repatriated in 5 years .. BRe g - S 7L RO ;<. 958

4 | TRYE S o

oy i . Total 2 Upoeanie BORIE I 1680w 85

1,053
Died on voyage ; 1

_ , @ : :
e pg:;s; iarlgded 2 : %, 1,053 ” 5 5 5 '1,75623 : g Remaining in the Colony .. 2,484/ © [0, - 888" .. ‘osgel s i (g Rg| il
£ : 2 ; Of the above the indentures of 268 men, 243 women, and 53 children were commuted during the &%

Number of immigrants landed ..1 1,050 1,754 SR, e term ‘of i;u}fnture. The percentages lost by death and repatriation during the period of indenture
2 3l were as follows :(— ; 2 J2 ¢
Deduct died in Hospital and Depot L 3 e 45 = i 4 3 L. - T Period 1911--1916.

Commuted indenture = 23 = 3 i 2 : " 4 3 ¢ : Male adults o & 11-27 !

Reclassified. . 5 o a2 G el 1 1 = i a 18 1 Female adults .. b o

Rejected and dependents .., . .. o Al : s p s 16 ) Children .. o s R 26123

Total deductions foth s uopish e o il 1 : » - Total 2 ! 2 1]

-

Add born at Nukulau 5 (o i T ER e i & 1
Reclassified. . a3 Lo SE Se Sk s 12 e 3z 18 ; : EXTENSION OF INDENTURES.

3 < i 25. The extensions of indenture recorded against immigrants whose indenture e;c sired
Total additions .. o R e ot o 12 6 1 5 19 % in 1916, together with the average number of days extended, are shown in the following taI.)bles.
750 The extensions granted are for all time lost to the employers both by reason of breaches of the

) Immigration Ordinance and for criminal offences, and include some heavy sentences for serious
crimes :(— : :

Total allotted .. o 3 ..[1,020 | 488 85 72 38 29

19. As shown by the foregoing summary, 1,547 adult immigrants were landed in 1916 B i e
(exclusive of passengers) ; of these 1,508 adults were allotted, 18 classed as+adults in India being
reclassified as children ; 2 with 1 adult dependent were rejected at medical examination ; 3 died
in depot and hospital ; and 2 were allowed to cancel their agreements to serve under indenture.
Of the number allotted, 60 men and 30 women were placed on limited tasks, equal to about 5-:96 per

cent.

Under 100 Days. 100 Days and over.

T+ ¢ |Average
No. of N o
Days.

No. of [Averagel N of No. of [AVerage

No. of No. of
: Days. T \Persons. Dt?,ys. Dot

No. of
Persons.,
No. of
Persons.

Days.
2

(=
H
=}

(%
2,

&
3
=

Percentage whose
time was extended.
Percentage whose
time was not ex-

Number whose ori-
ginal term of in

PROPORTION OF SEXES. :

20. The proportion of women to every 100 adult immigrants allotted was 32:36. per cent. | . 3 Mo
or 47-84 to every 100 men. : : : :

5,084 26 15 | 9,987 | 222 | -240°|15,071] © 62 | 1113}
331 13 i 1 ik 24 331 13 | 3:84

—
N ©
= O

Women

REPATRIATION.

21. Fifteen adult immigrants rejected on arrival in the Colony during the year 1915 were
repatriated during the year under section 7 of the Indian Immigration Ordinance 1891. Fifty-
six adults and their children were repatriated under section 45 as being incapable of completing
their terms of indenture.

Total 219 | 5,415 24 | 45| 99,87 | 222 | 264|15,402|. 58| 949

) The following is a comparison of the deaths, repatriations, and extensions while under
indenture, per cent. of immigrants introduced in each year, 1906 to 1911 :—

CANCELLATION OF INDENTURES. ; ; - : il ; vl
_ Adult immiagrants of Died. Repatriated. Time extended. Time not extended.
- TR AU ; : ; i 1AL 1 ex ,
22. The indentures of 341 immigrants (194 men and 147 women) were cancelled by the Agen 1906 e 839 o o g i s

General on terms mutually agreed by the immigrants and the employer as provided under section 9 o - - 1907 A \
Lhon, s ; 7 i B 5 . R 7-61 s 628 23-77 IR 76-23
(4) of Ordinance XXIX of 1915. The amount paid by the immigrants to employers in commuta- e 1908 P 7.99 2.69 21-56 i 7844

tion was £1,700 5s. 8d. : © e '8 ' 1909, .o oo S90GE T L e e 80-49

The following table shows the number of immigrants whose indentures have been cancelled . e : , : }g%? LR ;88 S ggg lsl)gg ggéf

in each year since 1910 :—
; Year. Males. Females. Total. ke
1910 S ; S 88 G 171 i ! INDENTURED POPULATION.

93 149 : ek : i Bps
85 132 ; 26. The indentured immigrant population as shown by the plantation returns in‘\ each

142 R 269 ., of the last nine years was as under :—
237 Fol 448 : Year. Men. Women. Children. Total.

SR 228 R 464 ; 1908 i, 50074632 s e B3 et o e g 10996
194 S 147 Dy 341 - B 7 1909 e o 1) e 2e 004 oot 1,869 RARSEE ) B
-~ 1910 Swes 874 e 2 S Akt 1,796 el 2 ST
” 1911 Pt n LS4 R ok e 2986 Sl L

TRANSFERS.
: Tl » S VIO A L E 0 96T« B Us e S A N "
23. There were 100 separate transfers recorded, involving 1,055 adults. Of the above ? 1913 10,060 P g’§g7 L g:ggﬁ LS ig:gg?

445 adults were transferred by reason of change of ownership of plantations ; 546 adults were trans- 7 A O e v o gtk B B o
ferred under section 61 to other plantations belonging to the same or other employer ; and 64 adults S 1915 i s Sijhaee 2 s
were transferred with the approval of the Governor for reasons connected with the maintenance ; - 1916 45 7: 939 20 2,693 i 2.144
of peace and good order on various palntations. : _ ) — 4l




) ; , . INSPECTION. °
27. The Inspectors attached to this Department during the year under review were five in
number and their respective districts are shown hereunder :—— : :
‘Mr. P. R, Backhouse, stationed in Suva, is in charge of the Rewa (including Colo East
and Tailevu), Navua, and Suva districts. He is assisted in his inspection of these
districts by Mr. R. F. Thomson. During the year 123 different visits were made to
plantations in these districts. 3y

- R. F. Thomson, stationed in Suva, besides assisting in the inspection of Rewa, Tailevu,

‘and Colo East districts made 42 visits of inspections to plantations in Lomaiviti,
- Lau, Cakaudrove, Savusavu, and Bua districts. : X
. G. R. Jordan, stationed at Labasa, is in charge of the Labasa, Dreketi, and Taviuni
districts, and during the year paid regular visits of inspection to all plantations
in these districts. U : ! S
. S. A. Lord, stationed at Lautoka, is in charge of the Lautoka, Nadi, and Sigaika
districts. = One hundred and sixty-five visits were made to plantations in these
districts in 1916. ‘
Mr. H. E. Disbrowe, stationed.at Namosau, Ba, is in charge of the Ba, Tavua, and Ra
~ districts.  During the year 189 visits of inspection were made to the various plan-
tations in these districts. | i

(15 y 5

. The provisions of the Regulations relating to dwellings, water supply, and sanitation of
lines are generally complied with by employers. Instructions to employers regarding minor
*defects and repairs required were in all cases promptly attended to. = Particular attention has been
paid to all complaints by indentured immigrants, and prosecutions for breaches of the Ordinance
were instituted when such action appeared necessary. The majority of the complaints.received
were of a trivial nature and a patient hearing and a little well placed advice in most instances
proved sufficient. In a few cases where, after inquiry by officers of the Department, it was found
that the root of the trouble lay in the treatment meted out by overseers and sardars to the immi-
grants in their charge, the offending parties were removed by their employers. The reports of
the District Medical Officers indicate that the improvement noted in previous reports in regard
to the sanitation of the lines of their respective districts is satisfactorily maintained. :

28. The details of daily earnings, attendance at work, and absence through sickness, or
other causes, obtained from the plantation registers for the whole year by Inspectors, are shown
in a condensed return (Appendix C annexed to this report) and are summarised hereunder. In
working out the percentages, non-workers, 7.e., immigrants absent from: work for the whole period
taken have not been considered. Non-workers include prisoners sentenced by the Supreme Court,
incapables, and deserters.  The period for which details were generally obtained was twelve months.

ANALYSIS OF RETURNS OF WORK AND ABSENCES FROM WORK.

The figures given below show the percentage of working days in the period taken on which
immigrants were present at work or absent by reason of the causes stated :—

Attendance at Work.
: 1912 19185 1914. 1915. 1916.
Males .. Fe OO e LRt ODYS S s T 02:00i e e G 0:081 B e S g TR O
Remalestie e e 78765, « vy 782 s TOE A i SIS e TGO
The attendance of women is affected by pregnancy and the care of young children. :

‘ Absence by reason of sickness. e
1912. 1918. RSN R e e 1916.
" Males  “.. S0 S:08 E N RSB0 e e i e B A 010 05 i TS Ol 8100
Females . S ni0:94 s o8 GROF A 8:77 it 5:28 et 6738
The following comparative figures show the percentage of loss of working time on account of sick-
ness in each. district by males and females separately :—

h Males.
; 1912. 1913. 1914. 1915. 1916.
Rewa  ..- 7 3G SR S:68¢ v 3:21 SRS B BSOS
Ba and Ra DiRF e rr D 311 S B: 3P n s B0t s 326
Macuata. . A 6-08 Sy 2:47 R 2:57 A i AT 3:70.
Navua .. o BB 4-11 Gns s A 3O A 3958 i 4-49
Lautoka and Nadi =~ 3:07 ... 306 i D O R e D OB e S O
Nadroga. . S AT i 46877 S 31685 4.77
Cakaudrove, Lau, :
Savusavu, and : :
Lomaiviti .. SR — iy ey A0 [0 S 2:99
Females. ;
: : '1913. ; 1915. 1916.
*Rewa @ /.. i : 5-84 : 5:81 6:36
Ba and Ra R B Q7 vinend . A AT 6:66
‘Macuata. . .. 3-8l naileds PSS o B T R e 5:01
Navua ' .. e 6-99 . 7-44 8:04
Lautoka and Nadi - GuliGi R 591
Nadroga. . i
Cakaudrove, Lau,
Savusavu, and
Lomaiviti

Regarding the individual plantations on which over 20 ’imn.njgrantsl Were"gmplpy‘ed,‘.th'e
percentages of absence throughout the year on account of sickness were,:—Ax.non\g men, 7
Ba-Lautoka plantation, Ba district ; among women, 18:01 on Lakena plantation, ‘Rewa.

and the lowest was among men, -17 on Rabi plantation,
-32 on Baulevu plantation, Rewa district. ‘ g

Unlawful absence, &c.—The percentages of days lost
gaol, compare as follows with the previous years :—

Cakaudrove district ; among

through unlawful absence,’ court, :

1912. 1913, 1914. 19165 ot L1010

Men £k o 9 3% R Gl 2:17
Women . .- Bk T ASR T 27

2055 T g O S 3:(
LR -36

Absence from other causes.—By pass, holiday, bad weather, and in the case of \gdmrel'n,:‘ ‘

nancy, and nursing, the percentage of days occupied were :

1912 : 1913. L)
Men S 27 Dol 258 08 FRd 2t o 2:

"~ Women .. I L R s R S O

14, 1915,
s he Sl
Taue S

ANALYSIS OF WAGES AND RETURNS.

Earnings.—The average éarnings for all estates during twelve months (statgd in Pe' e)

are shown in the following comparative table :—

Per Working Day.

1912. 1913. 19
Males .. SEL A QDA T e T ST 008, e ] O
Females . o 658 - s 6:54 YR 6

Per Day Worked on.

14. B

55 st s 200
HEH G 6:54

1912. e e 1914, 11915,

: Males .. 5] 8:3D AR )0
Females . 5 8:365 a1 8:37

The highesf plantation averages per working day were :—

Plantation, district, and nature of work..
Makogai, Lomaiviti, general cultivation
Lomaji, Lau, copra 3 :
Bureta, Lomaiviti, copra
Rarawai, Ba, mill and field
Labasa, Macuata, mill and field ..

Naidovi, Macuata, cane ;
Nagarawalu, Rewa, cane
Wainiuraura, Rewa, bananas
Waitakala, Rewa, bananas

18:65: s lairandIs:60
8:66 L hw s 8:48

Males. o Females“.vg,'

pence. ' | pence.

16;56 A
! 969

15:96
16-37

14-47

The lowest plantation averages per working day were :—

Navunisei, Rewa, bananas

Waisa, Rewa, bananas .. SO
Navuso, Rewa, cane :
Naikorokoro, Lautoka, cane

Soqulu, Taviuni, copra

Ardmore, Taviuni, copra

Rarawai, Ba, mill and field

Penang, Ra, mill and field

The highest plantation averages per day of actual
Waitakala, Rewa, bananas s 5
Muanaweni, Rewa, cane
Naidovi, Ba, cane

- Manoca, Rewa, cane
Bureta, Lomaiviti, copra
Lomaji, Lau, copra e W
Rarawai, Ba, mill and field A s %
Labasa, Macuata, mill and field .. ey

The lowest plantation averages per day of actual work were :(—

Nabalawa, Rewa, bananas 37 358t
Raiwaqa, Navua, cane .. 4L
Drasa, Lautoka, cane

Selialevu, Taviuni, copra

Vatuboro, Macuata, copra

Penang, Ra, mill and field A%
Lautoka, Lautoka, mill and field

ding the highest and lowest pl )
I d in%migrants have been con51de}'ed. .,

employing ten or more indenture

12:80

work were (—
. 19-56

12:51
1011

ATl

14:20
antation averag :

{

i




\

VITAL STATISTICS.

& 29. Under this heading the births and deaths among indentured Indian immigrants and their
- children during the year 1916 are shown. The birth-rate and the death-rate have been calculated
~on the daily average population as ascertained from the plantation returns submitted by the

employers. ~ Deaths from accident and violence (including capital punishment) are included in

% the total death-rate.

30. Births.—The births reported as having occurred during 1916 were males, 316 ; females,
261 ; total, 577 (not including still-born childre ). The plantation birth-rate was 5-31 per cent.
’and the proportion of girls to every hundred boys was 82-59 per cent. :

31. Mortality.—The deaths reported during the year 1916 among indentured Indian immi-
grants and their children numbered 82 and 116 respectively.. Included among these are 33 deaths
(31 adults and 2 children) due to accident or violence. The death-rate per cent. of the average
indentured population was :— o ‘ :
| Adults .. o o 2 65
' Children ¥ K & 5:11

A

4
Total e T

Excluding deaths from accidents and violence the death-rate per cent. is :—

Adults .. £ (2 s Ao B oS
Children % 5 B 5-02

f\ #, &
! A
H

Total e

The following comparative table shows the death-rate and birth-rate among indentured
immigrants during the last ten years :— :

Adults. L Chilen Total,

Excluding Excluding | ' Excluding

deaths from \ deaths from deaths from

accident or | All causes. | gl or All causes. | {ident ‘or
violence. | violence. violence.

Year. : Births.

All causes.

1907 .. 3, 1-43 ied 13.93 2 . 804 & 4:79
el Al G o 10-20 o 2.73 5 5-02
1909 .. - 74 B 0106 = 2-10 Bl 5-10
19107 o 1-85 i 15-08 S 37R7 e & 5-43
10/ - 1:35 o 12:04 A 274 i 4-64
(G i . o 7-32 % 2:21 w2 5-36
191355 = - 0 8:37 e 2:01 e 5-70
it 7 . S 7-83 o Tesfi n 6-10
Ot . -93 5.98 . 1-58 1-81 6-37
19165 ... o . 65 5:02 : 1-24 1-41 5-34

Previous to 1915 deaths from accident and violence were not included in calculating the death-rate.

32. Appendix A, prepared from reports of deaths, shows all deaths reported, and the causes
of death. The principal causes of death among adult indentured immigrants during the year
were i— ;

' Tuberculosis .. o &% & 17

Pneumonia

Dysentery

and among their children :— :
S Congenital syphilis jsp i o 4

Eneumoniajisf S il s o, 17

Premature birth .. i o 14

Digestive system e 26

and in 10 cases the cause was unknown or ill defined. The ages of the indentured children whose
deaths were reported are as follows :—

1 year old and under 15 years A 22
6 months and under 1 year . L 27
1 month and under 6 months R )
1 week and under 1 month .. s 18
Under 1 week St i 3 19

Out of a total of 229 plantations on which 13-330 indentured immigrants were employed
. during the year, no deaths occurred on 153 plantations, and on 185 plantations there were
~ no deaths,of adults.

: ACCIDENTS AND VIOLENCE. 2l was
33. The deaths due to accidents and violence are classified in the following statement

Indentured.  Time Expired. 5 : Total. N :

" Cause of Death.

‘Children.
Total

Executed for murder
Murdered e
Accidental overlaying
Accidental drowning
Accidental burning
Accidental injuries
Suicidal hanging
Suicidal injuries ..

e PN

(o~)
@

Total

MURDERS. -

34. In the following table is shown the number of indentured immigrants murdered in eé{ch'
of the past ten years and the rate per cent. of persons murdered to the average indentur 4

population :— ; s,

; / :
Total Murdered. “Ra S

Indentured - ' : £,
Population. ce} i

b
o

: 0253
~066
040
031%
006
‘032
031
‘044
027
041

11,689
BS990
12,243
12,757
14,462
15,369
15,961
15,602
14,362
12,069

e o1 —
Q1 NI U1 U1 = s 100 WO

RO 0

ACCIDENTS.

35. Eleven deaths among indentured immigrants are recorded as due to accidental causes..
Four men and one child died as the result of drowning. One child died as the result of burns.

36. In eight cases the deaths of indentured immigrants appear to have been self—ipﬂagte; ‘
i se are shown hereunder :— e v v
Partlculai{segs‘f:rcgzi CiIo. 52944, male, 24 years, blacksmith 9aste, district of Malg‘ba,r, arrive
11th April, 1913, indentured to Lautoka plantz}ho_n, Lautoka ; no motive assig d
Registered No. 47643, male, 30 years, Kapula caste, district qt Guntur, arnv_ed/;t«h thqb
1911, indentured to Labasa plantation, Labasa ; suicide by hanging while in
 disturbed mental state, probably owing to financial difficulties. ; g
Registered No. 57721, male, 19 years, Palli caste, district of Tan]'o.re, arnved 2._1 t
1915, indentured to Kavanagasau plantation, Nadroga ; suicide by hanging w
; in a-state of mental depression, e
Registered No. 51366, female, 23 years, Vellama caste, district of Vlzqg.a,patam,/@
8th November, 1912, indentured to Tavua plantation, Ba ; suicide by vha‘{nlg
while suffering from melancholia, probably brought about by the awful weat
i first six months. s
Regi(sitlgléldg IfI}cl)e.3 48174, male, 37 years, Nair caste, distriqt' pf M'ala.bur,.arrive(_'i 27’;11
1912, indentured to Naleba plantation, Labasa ; suicide by hanging while in as
of mental depression probably caused through being afflicted by leprosy.
Registered No. 50331, male, 37 years, Gounden caste, district of Guntur, amve$ :
July, 1912, indentured to Nausori plantation, Rewa. ; suicide by hanging, no
assigned. L Sl g
*Registered No. 56584, male, 36 years, Kahar qaste, dlstncfc .of Go_ra.khpl,.lr’,ya.rr‘l ed
May, 1915, indenturéd to Rarawai plantation, Ba ; suicide by hanging, no
signedé” . : 3 B :
*Regi?fergd No. 55564, male, 28 years, Pasi_caste, distlji(,:t of‘Allaha'.bad,‘
June, 1914, indentured to Sarava plantation, Ba 5 sulcu.ie by .h?,ngmgw
of mental depression probably caused through being afflicted with leprogy

Note.—The cases marked * were Calcuttans. -




DisTRICT RATES OF MORTALITY.

: ~ 37. The following ﬁgurés show the death- and birth-rates of indentured immigrants in the : | B - R / Chmiiitad
respective districts. Deaths due to accident or violence are included :— RGIRY ' ' Doee: e : L

: . Dastrict. Adults. ! Children. e\ Dotal, Births. : B 11\;[2(1;103};2
- Rewa and Tailevu .. -64. SHa .08 i by 1-18 ) 2 i i Ba
N ey e e U L 5507, e e gl A e isloat u
Navua o e 2R 5:12 1262 4-50
Ba, Ra, and Tavua . 76 o 6:30) Fi o 1-75 Hieos 5-39
Lautoka and Nadi .. ‘69 e 5:09 i 199 S g 5:84
Sigatoka st i OB T 909N SO Bk IS0 B N 8174
- Cakaudrove, Savusa- Rt R :
- vu, Bua, Lau, and : . : s 3 ' :
~ Lomaiviti o -08 RGN 1-92 i e BT 5407 o R Total
Suva and Kadavu .. O8I 199 SSacE 42 AR 4007 , Y -
In Appendix B is shown the average indentured population throughout the year and the : j : e ok T R e
number of births and deaths occurring on each plantation with five or more indentured immigrants. 3 ! 40. An Ordinance (No. 8 of 1916) relating to education was passed on the 22nd ‘July-'amd came
: 1 : / 3 ; : - into operation on the 31st December, 1916.  Under this Ordinance the Board of "Educat%dn. p v
CRIMES AND OFFENCES. i . : _ ‘power to establish and maintain Government schools and to sanction the establishment of an
38. Employer v. immigrants.—The result of proceedings taken by employers against inden- e | grant aid from.public funds to assist schools. e o ARG
tured immigrants for breaches of the Immigration Ordinance in 1916 and each of the four preceding ‘ An Ordinance (Ng, 12 of 1916) Wwas passed on the 22nd July to amend the False Report
years is shown in the following table — : i St and Preservation of Pub{ic Peace Ordinance 1915. By section 2 a clause was added to the prin-
' ‘ : : : cipal Ordinance that no proceedings under it shall be instituted without the consent of the Atj:omgy_
1912. 1913. 1914, 1915. 1916. s General. X ; SRR AR B
: ] st S e ' t An Ordinance (No. 15 of 1916) was passed on the-24th November to make provision for th
g el S : ii purchase of land within the Colony for the purposes of Indian Land Settlement. B

¥e

C'harges‘ against ,Euroi:»eans included in the above were :—

Taviuni
Rewa,

Navua,

Bua.

Suva,
Lomaiviti ..

I »—“—INH
|"| — = | oo |

o%)
)

A 4 / B )
Nl:)rg’? te;eoir:a(.iru#. 1mm1.g.rants.1r.1 L (-Zt.)lony t .hroug? 16,111 | 16,410 13,330 S Sy CONDITION OF INDENTURED I\MMIGRANTS#’ ; ' BRI
Total number of complaints made by employers . ..| 1,256 990 ; 696 : 41. From the foregoing returns it will be scen that during the year 1916, there has bee
Total number of immigrants complained against  ..| 1,007 | = 730 589 ! 4 a slight increase in the average earnings of indentured immigrants on plantations ; the ayerag
Total number of convictions for offences against the| . . ecarnings in 1916 per working day being in the case of males 12:90 pence, and females 6:56 penc
: labourlaw .. fx el s RN e L RIS 640 ; in 1915 the amounts respectively ‘were 12-52 and 6-54. The average earnings in 1916 per da
. Total number of sentences involving imprisonment - worked on in the case of males being 14-17 pence, and females 8:64 pence ; in 1915 the amount
with hard labour 5 5 1 Ay 186 26 30 nil.- ) 5 respectively were 13:60 and 8:48. Included with the total average number of' adult immigrants
Total number of sentences involving extension of . A X whose earnings have been taken were 1,508 allotted in 1916 and who were therefore not (_axper“ienc\.efdt:
indenture -. o S A R S 447 248 157 49 A workers. : : L
s ; ; ' i The attendance at work shows a slightly lower percentage both for male and female imm:
Absence from work by reason of sickness both for male and female work

The proportion of sexes in the total average plantation population, and of charges against = = . grants-than in 1915.
men and women respectively to the total charges in the last five years were :— ; LY : ° _ is higher than in 1915. ! : : : o e
Proportion of sexes. Proportion of total charges against. : i The death-rate among indentured immigrants and their children is lower than in any pr
Males. Females. Males. Females. i vious year. ~ The birth-rate is lower than in ,1915.‘ o S
1912 Fenaretds10 M 25:9() 89-65 ] 0:35 : 2 ’I’here has been a decrease in the number of immigrants who were allowed to commut
1913 e ! 73:88 S 26-12 8737 e 12:63: .. ; { their indentures ; in 1915 the number was 464 ; in 1916 the number was 341. In‘1914‘thé.‘-quj;nb
G L TB000 L 0 L e 98 EPROBA TN SR L 0,86 ‘. was 448. : : ‘ L
1915 SR 73508 S A 02649 82-60 e 17-40 ~ ; 42. The number of informations laid by employers in 1916 was lower than in 1915.
(1916 73:88 Sl 26:12 {5 85:3] 14-69 : number of immigrants complained against was lower in 1916 than in 1915.  The number

Taking the whole estates population, 6:99 per cent. of men and 3-41 per cent. of women were pro- sentences involving extension of indenture was lower than in 1915.  The number in 1916 W‘as\ 4{
secuted, the respective proportion in each district being as follows :— : : ;
Males. Females. Total. S ' PART II / i
Rewa i Soadll-55 S5 R G IR S e i L ] - : ; e
Ba e B 805 e 6 e e 0108 ' ; RETURN PASSAGES. ' : ;
Macuata .. 5k 2:93 Ao —— = 2:14 : 43. Thes.s. “ Chenab ” wasplaced at the disposal of the Department on the 6th of Septgm
Navua. ' %3 g 7:14 b 5:75 S 6-77 ¢ : and 678 passengers were embarked the same day’ and the vessel left the h;xrbOUr the ‘fg]lovmp
Lautokaand Nadi .  5:46 Gans -37 A A A T morning. The s.s. ‘‘ Chenab  arrived at Madras on the 28th. September, and after landing p:
Nadroga .. .. 638 ceen b SRR AT ¢ ; engers for that port proceeded on her voyage to Calcutta, where she arrived on the 2nd Octol
Ra .. 5 o 9:36 os. 1666 co.. 11443 ‘ ‘%ne birth and one death occurred on the voyage. ATt
Cakaudrove, i 9:33 P 6-78 A 8:69 ; : Sl sidgs classification of return passengers i—
Eant: o LN AT SR == S i L) x 44. The follownTg is the clp P g
39. Immugrants v. employers—The following informations were laid by indentured immi- ‘ " : Adults. ' Children. Infants.
grants or by Inspectors of the Department on their behalf, against their employers or persons Section ofOrdinance : 5

- having control of immigrants on a plantation. for breaches of the Immigration Ordinance :— Classification. ;;-‘:;112};t,z-‘3mlh i

District. Convicted. Dismissed. Withdrawn. Tolal. : ; i
Navua 8 2 19 5 ¢ :

Lautoka 3 - Frihne

Nadi
Suva
Taviuni
Rewa
TLomaiviti
Macuata
Buoay:, .
Ba

s

Rejected i s P 12
TeI]l years’ people .. i 238
Incapables i : 45
Passports u 111
Non-immigrants o k% 43
~ Special authority 1

Total

B
o|C"N>CJ!JI (S N S J )
3 |
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- The foregoing figures include passengers for Calcutta, 372 adults and 64 children ; and for Madras,
192 adults and 50 children. Among the immigrants embarked were 167 certified as invalids
~and 39 lepers. % / / : :
> 45. Money and valuables taken by passengers were declared as follows —
cieMoneys S i o s st ()3 ()00
- Jewellery, &c., valued at o B, 1,868 14 0

Total .. i .. #5891 14 0

Sums amounting to £6,672 7s. 3d. were deposited by Immigrants with the Treasury for remittance
to India by 216 persons.  In all a total amount of £12,564 1s. 3d. was declared by 388 immigrants ;
an average of £32 16s. per immigrant.  One hundred and thirty-five adults declared themselves
without means including rejected immigrants and immigrants certified as incapable of completing
their indenture. The largest sum declared by any individual passenger was £359. Owing to
the Government not allowing more than £20 in gold to be taken away by one person it is thoufht
that the declarations as to cash were incorrcct. ’ '

46. The following table shows the number of returned immigrants and the amounts declared
during the last ten years :(— 3 ; /

Number : Amount Declared. 4
Year. of Returning 2
Immigrants. |

Money. Jewellery. Drafts.

£ oY £
7,921 1,440 2,421
10,295 + 11536 1,056
6,485 _ 816 1,285
6,523 790 1,156
9,903 1,011 2,391
9,953 1,642 1,879
12,195 1,805 2,760
17,549 3,613 4,527
7,618 1,560 843
4,023 1,868 6,672

IMMIGRANT POPULATION.

47. Ihé following statement represents the Indian population of the Colony as estimated: )
from the records of the Immigration Department and based on the returns of thevcens.us taken
in 1911 :—

Males. Females. Total.

‘Estimated, 31/12/15 Ao S e, i ..| 36,340 20,513 56,853
Add— ;
Immigrants introduced, 1916 = s o o 1,163 593 1,756
Unindentured immigrants introduced, 1916 i 5 2 St 2
‘Births, 1916 .. L 1,126 1,024 2,150

Total &5 ¥ e E ..| 38,631 22,130 60,761

, &
Deduct—

Repatriated immigrants and non-immigrants . . £ 401 136 537@»
Left under passport .. s £ s b e 114 27 141
Died in 1916 .. £ 5 3 5% 5% 24 299 219 518

Estimate, 31/12/16 .. AL 5 4 & 2 Sl 37,817 21,748 59,565

Being indentured .. oy . (5 ok A i 8,373 3,696 12,069
Being unindentured o 2 b S S0 S 18,052 47,496

‘

Total 5 b 5 ! Al 37 SlFewiol 2748 59,565

48. Proportion of sexes.—The proportion of females to males in respect of the Indian popula-
tion is as follows, viz., unindentured population, 61-30 females to every 100 males ; total popula-
tion, 5'2;5”1 females to every 100 males. - g r—

1‘-_@)-.‘,,'"_’:’ cios

& BIRTHS.

- 49, The births among the unindentured Indian population during 1916 were :—males,
810 ; females, 763 ; total, 1,573 (not including still-born children). There were registered 94-19
girls to every 100 boys. 4

18

DEATHS.

. 90. Three hundred and twenty deaths of unindentured Indian immigrants were r
during the year—189 adults and 131 children. In Appendix A will be found the causes
among Indian immigrants from which it will be seen that tuberculosis, 40 ;~fever; 305"
and debility, 19 ; pneumonia, 9 ; diseases of digestive system, 24 ; and respiratory system,
were the chief causes of death among unindentured Indians. The causes of 30 deaths were
deﬁr}e;i or unspecified.  Thirty-eight deaths (26 adults and 12 children) were due to acci
or violence. : ‘ ; 2 : i

51. The death-rate based on the Indian population as estimated on the 31st Dece
1916, is as follows :—unindentured immigrants, ‘62 ; total population, -87. Deaths from accide
or violence, are included in calculating the death-rate. Ther®® reason to believe that a fe
deaths among unindentured Indians are not reported, and that the/figures dealing with mortalif
among the unindentured Indian population are , therefore, to a small extent unreliable. , T
following table shows the death-rate in'each of the last ten years on total immigrant popula
and the unindentured immigrant population : :

; Unindentured  Total
Year. population. population.

1907 1-36 . 1.98
1908 1-31 : - 1-82
11909 : 1:09 1-58
1910 1:55 2-49
1911 . : 176
1912 1:22
1913 : ; e 100
1914 . 1-20
1915 . 3 1-06 ,
1916 /- ) . <87

52. Deaths by violence.—Three iale and three female immigrants not under indentt
were murdered during the year. Two unindentured male Indians were executed for ‘murder.

53. Deaths by accident.—TFive children died as result of burns. Seven adults and five
children were drowned and one child died from asphyxia caused from over-laying by its mother.
One man died from injuries received by being pinned between two trucks while employed trans-
porting ballast for the reclamation works, Suva harbour ;: one man and. one woman died .from
injuries received from result of fall ; one female died from the result of injuries received by being
knocked down by a passing train ; and one child died from injuries received by a kick from a horse

54. Swuicide.—Seven unindentured immigrants committed suicide by hanging. In
cases the finding was “ suicide while of unsound mind,” one male adult died from the effec of
wounds self-inflicted after having committed murder. = In the remaining cases no motive could
be assigned. i :

MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE.

55. The marriages registered during,the year under the Indian Marriage Ordinance of 189
numbered :—under section 4, 185 ; under section 6, 233 : total, 418. Two divorces were notifie
to this Department under section 25 of the above Ordinance. e

DECEASED IMMIGRANTS ESTATES.
56. This account shows :—
Balance on 31st December, 1915 2 s o ST e )
Net amount of estates collected during 1916 . . 1426 4 3
Interest .. o b et e R 14 205104
L4 s I
2,398 14 1
Estates disposed of 0 i Aelil el 735 14 5

Balance on 31st December, 1916 ..  £1,662 19 ’8—

NATIVE LEASES.

57. Tive hundred and twenty-nine leases comprising a total area of 4,004 acres we £
tered in 1916, the largest area in any province being 1,897 acres in Ba and Yasawas. - The follow
table shows the number of leases issued and area leased in each of the last nine years i 7

Year. No. of leases. Acreage.
1908 415 3,715
1909 Fey 456 i 3740.
1910 455 B sy
1911 - ..o - dd0s S i G
1912 Vi B SRZ OO e
1913 sEa 392 vt 187
1914 398 1,866
1915 742 S
1916 R s Al e




i ‘each of the last ten years :—

i B Savings. o R . o
58. De;tgosits in local banks.—During the year fixed deposits were made by the Receiver-
General, in the local banks on behalf of 83 depositors. ~ The total sum at fixed deposit on the 31st
élé.%mber, 1916, was £8,694 12s. 5d., being £5252 75. 9d. less than the previous year. The decrease

" is no doubt due to the war, resulting in an unusually large amount of money being buried. = The

following table shows' the amount on fixed deposit by Indian immigrants on the 31st December
1907 £13,542 10 11

; s X 1908 12,641 12

: 19092 ; g 14,855 6

1910 13,186 5

1911 138,943 0

191 2 14,201 17

1913 ; 15,514 3

1914 12,084 12

1915 ‘ 8,947 0

1916 : 3,694 12

i Deposits in Government Savings Bank.—The balance to the credit of 135 Indian depositors
in the Government Savings Bank on 31st December, 1916, was £215 10s. 11d., being £22 12s. 6d.
less than the previous year. In the following table is shown the number of depositors and the

amount deposited in each of the last five years :—

NP = O WO =N =

Year. No. of depositors. Balance to credit.
1912 F 77 : £916527:82: 0
IOl a i 159 g 4,725 14 5
1914 Bt 172 LA 3,114 138 4

1915, At 156 i AT S
1916 185 2,154 10 11

59. Remittances.—The amount remitted by Indian immigrants through the Treasury was.

£i,710 6s. 4d., sent by 370 persons. . This amount does not include the amount remitted by Madras
immigrants through the Treasury, which was £1,533 4d. by 224 remitters. = The average remittance

for both Calcutta and Madras being £5 9s. 2d.  This total is exclusive of money remitted by immi-

grant passengers repatriated per s.s. © Chenab ’ amounting to £6,672 7s. 3d. ' The following table
shows the amount remitted through the Treasury in each of the last ten years :—

Year. No. of remittances. . Amount vemitted.
1907 A 587 S £2,996 12
1908 s 684 o] 3,027 12
1909 St 761 LTS 3,534 14
1910 e 72 AT 3,843 5
1911 S 762 L 4,201 19
1912 T 844 RS 4,792:17
1913 S 886 Ehs 5,268 8
1914 B 707 i 4,419 17
1915 ) 549 S B398 47
1916 iy 594 G el 3,243 10

4
0
0
6
8
)
o
0
4
4

L UNATICS AND LEPERS.

60. On the 31st December, 1916, there were 32 Indians (21 males and 11 females) who were
inmates of the Suva Lunatic Asylum, and 70 (males 55 and 15 females) inmates-of the Leper Asylum,
Makogai. :

TRADING AND OTHER LICENCES ISSUED.

61. During 1916 the following licences were issued to Indians, viz. :—

Store (wholesale and retail) .. 5% K 55
Store (country retail) ey, 7 1,399
Store town (retail) .. = %7 i 54
Hawker A v % 5 & 974
Baker .. 5 S EA S i e 21
Jewellery o b5 is ok e 80
GlniEn s Ay i & 116
Bog i b i Pl atian) 3,216
Waterman . 1. ; e i i 129
Fruit shipper

Butcher

Coasting

Ralryare e

Shoot ng gallery

Total = {5 e A 6,069

’

: - The trading licences are for various terms, but are usually taken out for a period of three months.

N

EMPLOYMENT OF UNINDENTURED IMMIGRANTS.

Gt 62. Engagements under Masters and Servants Ordinanse.—Under the above Or
1, ’S‘ Immigrants were engaged under registered agreements, of whom 889 were engaged fo
: gl ugar mills for the crushing season at wages varying from 1s. per diem to 2s. 6d. pe 1
onus, the majority being engaged at the rate of 1s. 8d. per diem with bonus. ~ The wag
domestic and store servants varied from £10 to £40 per annum, usually with food. »Iminigra.n
engaged for plantation work received from 1s. to 2s. per diem without food. A large num

of Indian labourers are employed on publi ks i A :
to 2s. 6d. per diem. R.03 _ public works in Suva, the current wages varying ,frF)

I
v

INDIAN ORPHANS.

63. Under the provisions of Ordinance No. I of 1891, Part XIII, there have b ;
o . . 8 - . &) ¢ 2 N A : N e a
;?ggardlans, 11 children of Indian immigrants as shown hereunder :---assigned to thr?1 Met
ission 2 boys, to the Roman Catholic Mission 2 boys, to Indian immigrants 2 boys, 5 girls. O

the 31st December there were 41 children (24 boys and 17 girls) i j aintained by
; et 2 ) girls) in the orphanage maintained b:
the Methodist Mission.  Of these 13 are orphans handed over to the Missi%n unger'seetibﬁ' 159 of

Ordinancé I of 1891. The remainder are children who have been placed in the institution
their parents (in most cases parent, one or other being dead) for a period of five years. T
children are reared and schooled entirely. at the expense of the Mission. o

~ | CRIMES AND OFFENCES.

64. During the year 90 Indian immigrants were committed for trial t(; the SuprAer.né’ Court

on 59 charges, with results set forth below :(—

: ) Results.
Offences Charged. ; Iyz;g'sggs 4

concerned. | Convicted. | Acquitted.

Murder . . 0 s
Wounding with intent
Rape e
Perjury % o
Breaking and entering
Larceny e

Horse stealing . .

Cattle wounding :
Forging and uttering . .
Indecent assault
Attempted suicide
Manslaughter ..
ATsonict. . o
Abduction o
Escape from gaol
Administering poison . ..

14 13
18 15 .
18 14
8§ 5
10 s

R NN WEN= =W o

Total

()]
©

) SETTLEMENT OF UNINDENIURED INDIAN POPULATION.
‘ o

: 65. Macuata.—The following remarks are taken from a report by the Inspect
{Pants at Labasa :— ¥ £ P y i n"p ec_tor‘oiﬁi_

1. There are approximately 3,175 acres of Native Land léased to Indians, and
2,000 acres are sublet by Europeans to unindentured men. There are 1,604 acre
of Government land on which Indians are settled. The Government Tsétt m
ot.Veltadra, Naboubali, Vunivelara, and Nabulileka are ~sights well worth trav
miles to see, and are, to my mind, the finest in Fiji. It cannot be denied
immigrants settled on them lead a life of comfort and freedom unattainabl
own country. : e

2. The year 1916 seems to have been profitable for industrious Indians se
although some losses were occasioned to maize crops owing to the abno
but growers of dhan and other crops received excellent return
rainfall for Labasa is between 70 and 80 inches.  This year over

3. .In conclusion I might mention that I have never come in contact wi
and hand to mouth living mentioned in the 1915 report. Nearl
maize ; it is of this that many in the best of circumstanc 1l t]
do not do so with the idea of leading one to believe
eat, or by force of circumstances. e e




4. Cane returns for Macuata :— j
(a) Number of contractors on books, 126. !
(b) Number of contractors who cut in 1916, 65. . ,
(c) Area under cultivation, 850 acres. .
(d) Area actually cut in 1916, 309 acres.
(¢) Number of tons crushed in 1916, 7,440 tons.
e : (/) Greatest tonnage delivered by one contractor, 268 tons.
W 1 - (2) Smallest tonnage delivered by one contractor, 16 tons.
R : () Total amount paid for cane crushed in 1916, £4,196 9s. 3d.
(1) Greatest amount obtained by one contractor, £164 2s. 8d.

(7) Smallest amount obtained by one contractor, £6 16s. 4d. !
(k) Highest p.o.c.s. and price obtained by any contractor, p.o.c. 16-:35 per cent.
price, 14s. 3d. . : :

() Lowest p.o.c.s. and price obtained by any contractor, 7:50 per cent., 10s. 'Y

(m) Area estimated to cut in 1917, 388 acres.
(n) Estimated tonnage to cut in 1917, 8,699 tons.

deferred bonus of 1s. 6d. per ton).  The grower referred to under (J), in spite-of the
-above-mentioned low sample, received 8-98 (exclusive of bonus) per ton for his crop.

66. Ba.—The {ollowing is a report by the Resident Inspector of Immigrants on the uninden-
tured Indian immigrants at Ba, Tavua, and Ra :(— ; : s

The population return is given for the district of Ba only. Indian cane return :—~Th,e
figures for cane grown by independent contractors and that grown by Company’s
tenants on their private settlement areas are given separately. In the case of the
independent contractors the figures given do not include some 1,600 tons of cane
which it was found impossible to harvest owing to delay caused as the result of the
abnormally wet weather experienced during the latter part of the crushing season.
The tonnage given of cane harvested off land let out to Indians on Company’s settle-
ment areas is somewhat less than was anticipated. The reason for the shortage
referred to is that a number of people relinquished their holdings at the end of the
1915 crushing season, because they objected to the strict supervision exercised over
them by the Company’s officers, they argued that although tenants of the Company
they were no longer under indenture, and should therefore be free to work their
blocks as they wished, that all the Company should require of them was cane and that

« if they failed to supply cane to the mill and pay off their indebtedness the Company
had power to put them:off their land. :

The relinquished blocks have since been let to other tenants, and it is confidently expected
that ‘notwithstanding the abnormally wet weather experienced during the early
and latter parts of the year the crop to be harvested during 1917 crushing season
will be nearly double that of 1916. Indian farmers growing cane under contract
with the Colonial Sugar Refining Co. Ltd., obtained on an average satisfactory. returns
for their crops. The figures given in Appendices B and C, which I am enabled to
furnish by the courtesy of the Company’s Manager, bear eloquent testimony to the
prosperous condition of the Indian cane contractors in the districts of Ba and Tavua.

Settlers other than those engaged in growing sugar cane, also had a properous year, thé
yields of both rice and maize were very satisfactory. During the early part of the
year there was somewhat of a glut in the local market of maize, and the selling price
fell proportionately, consequently many farmers did not plant again with the result
that towards the end of the year there was just as great a shortage of maize as there
had been a surplus at the beginning of the year, prices advanced considerably and
even at the enhanced rates it was only possible to obtain maize in very limited
quantities.  The shortage was so great at one period that an effort was made by
‘planters to import maize from Australia, and I believe one or two did actually import
maize from Sydney, the majority, however, contented themselves by feeding crushed
dhan to their working stock for the time being.

The health of the Indian community has been good. The people appear conten@d
and are looking forward to a good season during the coming year.

APPENDIX A.
' Population, agricultural, and stock returns.

Populalion.—Ba—males, 1,950 ; females, 1,080 ; children, 1,732 ; total, 4,762 ; births, 225 ;
deaths, 37. Tavua and Ra no figures available._

Acreage under.—Ba—rice, 2,291 ; maize, 648 ; dal, 202. = Tavua no figures available. Ra
rice, 505 ; maize, 222 ; Mauritius beans, 30 ; peanuts, 12.

Amount cropped in bushels.—Ba—rice, 40,032 ; maize, 9,474 : dal, 2,140. Tavua no figures
available. ~Ra—rice, 22,040 ; maize, 15,680 ; Mauritius beans, 1,200 ; peanuts, 132.

Value of crops.—Ba—rice, £8,340; maize, £1,579; dal, £1,030.  Tavua no figures available.
Ra—#£5,510 ; maize, £2,352; Mauritius beans,-£240 ; peanuts, £33.

Live stock.—Ba—horses and mules, 925 ; cattle, 3,350 ; goats, 412; poultry, 9,295. Tavua
no figures available. Ra—horses and mules, 268 ; cattle, 1,132 ; sheep, 1 ; goats, 59 ; poultry,
3,884.

: Value of live stock.—Ba—horses and mules, £18,500;; cattle, £17,750 ; goats, £206; poultry,
goats, £29 ; poultry, £389. : > :

N.B.i—The figures under (k) and (/) are exclusive of bonus (bonus 1s. per ton and a further

- £929. Tavua no figures available. Ra—horses and mules, £5,260; cattle, £5,650; sheep, £1;

APPENDIX B.

Cane Returns for districts of Ba and Tavua. (Unindentured Indian immagrants).
. Number of contractors, 429, : :
. Area under cultivation, 5,422 acres,

Number of contractors who cut in 1916, 330.

. Area actually cut in 1916, 3,229 acres.

Numbet of tons crushed in 1916, 58,957 tons.

Total amount paid for cane crushed in 1916, £38,538 2s.

- Greatest tonnage delivered by one contractor, 2,852 tons. \
. Smallest tonnage delivered by one contractor, 3 tons.
- Average tonnage delivered by all contractors, 178 tons. ¥ o
10. Highest p.o.c.s. and price obtained by any, 17:95 ; p.o.c.s., price, 16s. 2d.
1. Lowest p.o.c.s/ and price obtained by any 3:45 p.o.c.s. ; price no value.

12. Greatest amount obtained by one contractor, £1,565 14s. 5d.

13. Smallest amount obtained by any one contractor, £1 14s.
14. Average amount obtained by each contractor, £116 15s, 7d.
15. Area estimated to cut in 1917, 3,352 acres. ' /
16. Estimated tonnage to cut in 1916, 48,082 tons.

© 00N & U1 00 b
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APPENDIX C.

Cane Returns, Company’s Indian Settlements.
. Number of settlers, 23. . ;
. Area under sett’ement, 323 acres. ) s
Number of settlers who cut in 1916, 23.
. Area actually cropped in 1916, 162 acres.
Number of tons crushed in 1916, 4,609 tons.
Total amount paid to settlers for cane in 1916, £900.
. Greatest tonnage delivered by one settler, 254 tons.
. Smallest tonnage delivered by one settler, 142 tons.
. Average tonnage delivered for all settlers, 200 tons.
10. Highest p.o.c.s. and price obtained by any.settler, 16-2% c. 14s.
11. Lowest p.o.c.s. and price obtained by any settler, 79, c. 6d. (no value).
12. Greatest amount obtained by any settler, £60. :
13. Smallest amount obtained by any settler, £28.
14. Average amount obtained for all settlers, £39. f
15. Area estimated to crop in 1917, 730 acres.
16. Estimated tonnage to cut in- 1917, 7,000 tons.

© 0N D U 00—

67. Cane Returns for district of Navua.—Unindentured Indian immigrants :—
1. Area actually cut in 1916, 1,797 acres. :
2. Number of tons crushed in 1916, 34,537 tons.
3. Total amount paid for cane crushed in 1918, £16,510.
4. Highest price obtained per ton by any contractor, 13s.
5. Lowest price obtained per ton by any contractor; 8s.
6. Area estimated to cut in 1917, 2,030 acres.
7. Estimated tonnage to cut in 1917, 29,650 tons. 5
8
9

. Acreage under—bananas, 180 ; beans, 5 ; maize, 7 ; rice, 600 yams, 2 ; ya.qdn-a,, Y
. Value of crops—bananas, £1,800 ; beans, £200 ; maize, £56; rice, £1,800; yams, £10 ;

yaqona, £500.

68. Lautoka, Nadi, and Sigatoka.—The following excerpt is taken from the report on ﬁﬂfhdena :

tured immigrants by the Resident Inspector of Immigrants at Lautoka :—

o

© 0N U W

Agricultural and Stock Retwrns for Lautoka, Nadi, and Siga;olga.—Ac_:reégé inde
Maize, 748 ; rice, 6,008 ; dal, 203 ; tobacco, 130 ; beans, 42 ; potatoes, 114 ;

Live stock.—Horses and mules, 880 : cattle, 9,167 ; —g(l‘)a‘.ts,':"{LEZ_S SUP

1. Area under cultivation, 1916, 7,200 acres. ] ‘ g
'2. Cane cropped, 1916, 98,519 tons. ; : -
. Area under cultivation, 1917, 8,465-acres. ;
. Estimated cane crop, 1917, 90,000 tons. :
. Total amount paid for cane crushed, 1916, £58,690.
Area actually cut in 1916, 4,421 acres.
Number of contractors who cut in 1916, 450.
. Average tonnage delivered.by all contractors, 219 tons.
. Average amount obtained by each contractor, £130 8s. 5d.

Cane Returns Company’s Indian Settlements :—

Colonial Sugar Refining Company’s area settled, 2,405 acres. G Ui
Cane harvested from settlement areas, 36,451 tons. St P
Amount paid to 239 settlers, £22,682 3s. 8d. :

The Indian cane growers produced 27 per cent. of the 1916 crop, and it is estimat
30 per cent. of the 1917 crop will be produced by them. The value although Jarge in the a
was not so good per ton as'in previous years owing to the reduced sugar contents caused
the more than ordinary precipitation throughout the year and, secondly, owing to so larg
the protracted crushing season, which only terminated in 1917, i3

N




. Settlement.—Settlement is naturally more rapid in the Slgatoka part of the coast than
anywhere else, and the records show a gradual increase in the areas settled. :

 Climatic conditions.—From the end of 1915 right through 1916 to June, precipitation was
capricious and continuous. Large quantities of native food were planted and harvested and at
the present time most settlers have large stocks. _

69. Cane Returns for district of Rewa. —Unmdentured 1mm1grants —
1. Area actually cut in 1916, 2,651 acres.
~2. Number of tons crushed in 1916 42,742 tons.

3. Estimated tonnage to cut in 1917, 44 489 tons.

4. Area estimated to cut in 1917, 2,706 acres.

5. Total.amount paid for cane crushed 1916, £22,790 16s. 3d.

Agricultural and stock veturns for Rewa and Tailevu.—Acreage under cultivation——Banabx)as
718 ; beans, 7 ; maize, 52 ; rice, 1,078 ; yagona, 2.

Live stock.—Horses and mules, 117 ; cattle, 1,730 ; goats, 69 ; pigs, 17 ; poultry, 3,430.

~70. Cane Returns for district of Ra. —Umndentured immigrants :—
Number of contractors, 5. -
. Area under cultlvatlon, 325 acres.
. Number of contractors who cut in 1916, 5.
. Area actually cropped in 1916, 145 acres.
. Number of tons cropped in 1916, 3,920 tons. -
. Total amount paid to contractors for cane in 1916, £2,314.
Greatest tonnage delivered by one contractor, 2,175 tons.
. Smallest tonnage delivered by one contractor, 33 tons.
. Average tonnage delivered for all contractors, 784 tons. X
10. Highest p.o.c.s. and price obtained by any contractor, 12:95; p.o.c.s., c. 9s. 103d.
plus 2s. 6d. per ton bonus.
11. Greatest amount obtained by any contractor, £1,347.
12. Smallest amount obtained by any contractor, £16. 4

! 71. Departmental.—I have to acknowledge the efficient assistance of the Inspectors of Immi-
grants, the Chief Clerk, and other officers of the Department in connection with the preparation
of the statistical returns required for the purpose of this report.

s

I have, &c.,

R M BOOTH;
Agent-General of Immigration.
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Indentured.

e L .
Time expired.

1 year
or over.

: Pl
Children..

1 yeéar
or over.

General diseases—
Anamia % o
Congenital syphilis .
Debility
Dysentery
Diabetes
Enteric fever ..
Heemophilia
Leprosy 5
Marasmus ..
Parturition ..
Pellagra and exhaustion
Pneumonia ..
Premature birth
Pyaemia o
Rheumatism ..
Senile decay
Septicaemia
Syphilis
Tetanus s
Tuberculosis ..

Local diseases—
Circulatory system
Digestive system
Nervous system
Respiratory system
Urinary system
Slsiing S £

Parasites

Injuries (a.cc1dental)

Drowning

Judicial hangmg

Murdered

Suictde =i

Ill-defined

Unspecified

Total
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Deaths on plantations. Percentage including
3 : deaths from
Natural causes. Accident or violence. | accident or violence.

Average No.
throughout year.
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roughout year. 3 ea om .
% Natural causes. Accident or violence. _accident or violence.

Particulars.

Percentage.
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Works Department .
: C"’Jasmu Experimen-|
'™ tal Station
Immigration Dept. .
Tavua South . Constabula
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Suva, J. Borron
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SUMMARY.

Rewa and Tailevu...|1,715 12 21
Cakaudrove, Savusa-
vu, Bua. Lau, and
Lomaiviti 1,142
503
Lautoka and Nadi ..| 2,002

. Ba, Ra, and Tavua ,|2,872
Labasa and Dreketi .| 1,027
Navua 1,510
Suva and Kadavu .. 86
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Nabutolu
Naikubukubu
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APPENDIX C.
Condensed Return of Work, Absence, and Wages earned on Estates during the year 1916.

Plantation. Period.

During whole period covered by Plantation Return.

Average daily earnings.

Percentage of working days. Percentage of working days.

Work.

Absence.|Sickness.
Co

Males.
Cmales.
Males.

Females.

Males.

Nagarawalu ......
Nukuvoca .......
Navutoka .......

Naisogovou
 Naitalasese
Naselai ....

Naitasiri .
Baulevu
A\ A10 b SR

Navunisei .
Waisavu .....
‘Wainiuraura. .
Waitakala. ...
Raviravi ..
+Nasoli .....

Navesivou
Tamanua
Raiwaga .... g
Ruku-i-navua ....
LOGUIETE: %, Zor s e
Lobau ..

Togaleka. .
Batinikia .
Qaranigio .
Yarawa ..
Waidoi ... e
Nasinu Expt. Farm

AN et
Nasinu Smith Bros.
Samubula .......
Naboro .... e
Mago Island
Tabuta & Tokalau
OB TIR Tt vt
Kanacea . . 33
Munia ......
Nabavatu ..
TIBYO fore sisisnss
Waikava .
Tuvamila .
Natuvu
Vunilolo
Lasemo ..
Nukudamu .
Kubalau . .
Navorau .....
Vunimacava .....
INagasan @ Eu I
Mataitedeke .
Mataikavika .
Kuludrusi ..
Vunilagi .. ..
Natuvatu ...
Garibuea ...
Wainunu. ...
Muanicula. .. G
Vatudamu ......
Qaranikula ......
RADIAS s 50
Natunarau ...
Vunivasa ...
Nagasau
Matei .
Mugsits s
Mt. Vernon
Nabau
Vatuulo. ....
Ardmore ..

Levuka M. Council
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