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Fo The Sectefary o the Sovermment of Mladzas,
Home ( Miscellaneous ) @e/pwo’cm
dix, i
I have the honour to bring to notice a difficult p
in connection with the issue of passports to persons d

to emigrate.

2. In the form of application for pagsports, the D
qramk : st
" (Magistrate) who recommends the ixsSN& ofapassport
certify from his own personal knowledge that the ¢

s proper person to Yeceive a passport. The words

that the sort of knowledge upon which the applicat:
commended is an important point. In thig d

been the practice that Magistrates recommend




on the strength of the 1nformatlon that they get from others,

o suc% a**a.:!.'(ln\rlllage offlolals Till now, I have been accepting

such recommendations ; but, on examining the rules in detail,
it seemg to me that I am not justified in doing so.
TRl ) obv1ous. that,qlforeoommend’atlons;ton the above prin-

U

clple,j,\are allowed and acted upon, the sp1r1t of the ruleg is
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not being oarrled out. it 1g n’ot at all unllkely that numbers
/ A\
g of people ﬂave been gettlng passports whose applloatlons would { P

<'\ ‘?:"Q‘ha,‘&reaﬁéen barred by Rules 15 A and 16 B! of- the Defence of Indla

e .'(,(,,
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(?G.A,qhsol;dJatJ\on);\ Rules ; or by paragraph 6 of the pagsport rules

prlnted as an appendlx to G 0. No. 1460 Publle, dated ﬁFP OO'bOber i Q/
1915 /Ihe cages 1n whloh the appllcant is personally known to
m

the Maglstrate m?f%o endorseg' his appllcatlon must be very few
Whatfhapp&ns is that the passport is granted by an official who

\ ' ‘\__ (7 Ay et e et PO

does not lcnow the appllcant On the reoommendatlon of another -
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\offlolal who also does not know the appllcant Evidently under
M _,,.,-'\nb«w e .s-—-‘»(—:—-»-«»u e o m- —J'm D - . . \

this system, the 1ssue of passports must be very nearly indig-
o \

1n‘ate; andjmuch—-tlme ‘expense, and inconvenience might be

"‘saved to appllcants\li_’ t'hey 1 were all&wed to 80 stralght to the

~ Colleotor 1nstead of go:.ng flrst to 8 subOrdlnate whose reoommenda—
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tion 1s a mere matter of form._“,_,
1.'1°:e-ék~« e -
4 4 On the other hand, if the certificate to be signed by the re-

commending Magistrate hag to be understood literally, the result

~will be that only one or two passports will be igsued in the -

\R pla*ee of a«h‘-;mdred or 80 that are igssued now.

S . What i w1sh to brlng to, notice is the contrast between the -

splrlt of the rules and the appllcatlon of them. Aocording to the

&

\\;rules‘, a passport should be "issued only to a persgon of known and

'-?,,N?tapproved character ;. but in fact, passports are issued to all who
e 5538, i \

,\ﬁppg.g,;\egggept,to the'few persons who (inadvertently admit that they

are ooolles. % lhe dlfference turns upon the meanlng of the words
'g ;";t "\Su’ ) o
"Personal knowledge 1n the endOrsement on the appllcatlon form.

‘.'L'he i“cklrz.estlen is whether these w0rds are to be interpreted strlctly

- «&8 T presume they should be; or loosely as ig done now.
; I have the honour to be,
: . Sir
| b s Your most obedient servant,

e 7 . '( : ‘ Digtrict Magistrate. %7}
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