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A Bill to provide for the Voluntary Registration of Mussalman
Ma.rriages and Divorces :
of India copies of the Hon’ble

Bahadur’s draft Bill together with the Statement of Objects and Reasons for
Marriages and Divorces in the Madras Presidency.

Forwarding to the Secretary of State and the Grovernment

Yaqub Hasan Sahib
the Voluntary Registration of Mussalman

Reap—the foﬂowing papers :i—
I ‘

_ Letter—from the Hon’ble Yaaus ‘Hasax Sams Bahadur, Non-offi
Member of the Madras Legislative Council.

To—the Secretary to the Madras Legislative Council.
Dated—the 20th March 1918. .
In accordance with section 31 of the rules for the conduet of business of the
Legislative Council, I beg to give no

Statement of Objects and Reasons and al
my Bill is based.

cial Additional

tice that I shall move in the meeting to be held:

in May 1918, for leave to introduce 2 Bill to provide for the Voluntary Registration

of Mussalman Marriages and Divorces. T enclose herein a copy of the Bill and a full
s0 a copy of Act T of 1876 of Bengal on which.

Vg
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ENcLOSURES
@)
A

BILL

To provide for the Voluntary Registration
of Mussalman Marriages and Divorees.

Whereas it is expedient to provide for
the  voluntary
registration  of
marriages and divorces among Mussal-
mans : It is hereby enacted as follows.

2. In this Act—unless there be some-
thing repugnant
in the subject or

Preamble.

Interpretation.

context—

“ Muhammadan Registrar ” means
any person who
18 duly autho-
rized under this Act to register marriages
-and divorees.

¢ Muhammadan Registrar.”’

¢ Inspector-General of Registration ” .

¢¢ Inspeotor-General and ¢ Regl.Stra'r &
Registration.’ respec iV ely

Speeimr mean the officers
so designated and appointed under the
Indian Registration Act, 1871, or other
law for the time being in force for the
registration of documents. ;

¢ District’’ means a district formed
; under the provi-
sions of the
Indian Registration Act, 1871.

“ Purdah-nisheen ”’ means a woman
who, according
to the custom of

the country, might reasonably object to
-appear in public.

8. It shall be lawful for the Governor

to grant a licence

Governor may grant licences to an erson
“to register. 3 Vo 71y 9

being a Muham-
madan, authorizing' him to register
Muhammadan marriages and divorces
which have been effected within certain
gpecified limits, on application being
made to him for registration ; and in like
manner it shall be lawful for the said
Governor to revoke or suspend such
licence.

Provided that no more than one person
.of the same sect, Sunni or Shiah, shall be
licensed to exercise the said functions
within the same limits.

4. Every Mubammadan Registrar shall

: use a seal bearing

e ﬁt;h;g]]:;x'adan Registrars the fOHOang in-

seription  in the

Persian character and language: ‘ The
.geal of the Muhammadan Registrar of.”

¢ District.”

¢¢ Purdab-nigheen.”’

e ———.
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5. The Governor shall ‘supply for
the office of every
. (?o::;n;zg;'}: to provide Muhammadan
o o Registrar the seal
and the books necessary for the purposes.
of this Act.

The pages of such books shall be
consecutively numbered in print, and the-
number of pages in each book shall be
certified on the title-pagé by the officer by
whom such books are issued.

6. Every Mubammadan Registrar-
ghall keep up the
following  register
books :—

Book 1.—Register of marriages in

the form (A) contained in the schedule to-
this Aet. :
- Book Z.—Register of divorces in-
cluding those of the kind known as Khula,,
in the form (B) contained in the schedule-
to this Act.

7. All entries in each register pre-
scribed by the last.
preceding  section
shall be numbered in a consecutive series,
which shall commence and terminate with:
the year, a fresh series being commenced
at the beginning of each year.

8. Every application for registration
o under this Act shall
be.?n}:‘}:il;(.zatwns by whom to be made to the~,
Muhammadan Re-
gistrar orally as follows :—
If the application be for the regis-
tration of a marriage: \

Muhammadan Xegistrar
to keep registers.

Entries to be numbered.

By the parties to the marriage jointly :
provided that if the man, or the woman,,
or both, be minors, application shall be-
made on their behalf by their respective
lawful guardians ; and provided further
that if the woman be a purdah-nisheen,
such application may be made on her
behalf by her duly anthorized vakil.

It the application be for registration of
a divorce other than of the kind known
as Khula :

By the man who has effected the
divorce.

If the application be for the registra-
tion of a divorce of the kind known as
Khula :

By the parties to the divorce jointly :
provided that if the woman be a purdah-
nisheen, such application may be made
on her behalf by her duly authorized
vakil. 3

357 Home (Mis.)—2




L

4 No. 357, Homr (MrscerraNgous), 8TH APRIL 1918,

9. On application being made to a

) Muhammadan Re-
Bt ! n“‘f:’;l‘,’]‘i:“g:: gistrar for registra-
Theing made. tion under this

: Act of a marriage
or divorce within one month of the
marriage or divorce being effected, and
not otherwise, and on payment to him of
a fee of one rupee and four anmnas, the
Muhammadan Registrar shall—

(@) satisfy himself whether or not
-such marriage or divorce was effected by
the person or pepsons by whom it is
Tepresented to have been effected ;

(b) satisfy himself as to the identity
-of the persons appearing before him and
-alleging that the marriage or divorce has
been effected ;

(e) in the case of any person appear-
1ng as representative of the man or woman
(whether he appear as guardian or vakil),
satisfy himself of the right of such
person to appear.

If the Muhammadan Registrar be satis-
fied on the above points, and not
otherwise, he shall make an entry of the
marriage or divoree in the proper regis-
fer :

Provided that no such entry shall be
‘made otherwise than in the presence of
-every person who, by section 11 of
‘this Act, is required to sign such entry,

10. Nothing in the preceding section

Muhammadan Registrar  Shall be held to pro-
may receive gratuity. hibit a Muhamma-
dan Registrar from receiving a gratuity
in excess of the preseribed fee of one
rapee and four annas when such gratuity
is voluntarily tendered.

11. Every entry iu a fegister kept

il il B under this Act shall

signed. be signed as fol-
lows :—

If the entry be of a marriage in a
register in the form (A) contained in the
schedule to this Act—

(1) by the parties to the marriage,
or, if either or both of them be minors,
by their lawful guardians respectively :
provided that if the woman be a purdah-
nisheen, the entry may be signed on her
behalf by her duly authorized vakil ;

(2) by two witnesses who were
present at the marriage ceremony ;

(3) 1n cases in which the woman is
represented by a vakil, by two witnesses
to the fact of the vakil having been duly

authorized to represent her ;

(4) by the Muhammadan Registrar.

&
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If the entry be of a divorce other than
the kind known as Khula in a register in
the form (B) contained in the schedule to
this Act— .

(1) by the man who has effected the
divorce ;

(2) By the witness who identifies
the man who has effected the divorce :

(3) If the man be of the Shiah sect,
by two witnesses to the divorce being
effected ;

(4) By the Muhammadan Registrar.

It the entry be of a divoree of the kind
known as Khula in a register in the form
(B) contained in the schedule to this
Act— :

(1) By the parties to the Khula:
provided that if the woman be a purdah-
nisheen, the entry may be signed on her
behalf by her duly authorized vaki: ;

(2) By the person who identifies the
man ;

(3) By the person who identifies
the woman ;

(4) If the application for registration
has been made by a vakil on bebalf of
the woman, by two witnesses to the fact
of the vakil having been duly authorized
to represent her ;

() If the man be of the Shiah sect,
by two witnesses to the divorce being
effected ; :

(6) By the Muhammadan Registrar.

12. On completion of the registration

Copies of entry to be of .any marr iage
given to parties. or divoree, fhe &
Muhammmadan Registrar shall deliver to -
the party who applies for it an attested
copy of the entry ; and for such copy no
charge shall be made.

13. In every office in which any
register hereinbefore
mentioned is kept,
there shall be prepared a current index
of the contents of such register; and
every entry in sach index shall be made,
so far as practicable, immediately after
the Muhammadan Registrar has made an
-entry in any such register.

Index to be kept ﬁp.

14. The index mentioned in the last

; preceding  section

s rartionlars, o7be: shotss Shall *Gonitait MRS
name, place of resi-

dence, and father’s name of each party to
every marriage or divorce, and the date
of registration. It shallalso contain such
other particulars, and shall be prepared in
such form as the Governor may direct.
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15, Subject to the previous payment
of the fees pres-
Hilndgt gy, bertnspeeted cribed, the index,
registe(x)'}sn::he(r)m. W whether it be in
the office of the
Muhammadan Registrar or of the Regis-
trar of the district, and the copies of
entries in such index, which are filed in
the office of the Registrar of the district
under the provisions of section twenty-
two of this Act, shall be at all times open
to inspection by any person applying to
inspect the same ; and copies of entries in
any of the registers, and of the certified
copies of such entries, which are filed in
the office of the Registrar of the district
under section twenty-two of this Act,
shall be given to all persons applying for
such copies.

Such copies shall be signed and sealed
by the Registrar of the district or by the
Muhammadan Registrar, as the case
may be.

16, Every Registrar of a district and

every Muhamma-

eoﬁz‘;‘f fosteaarhen "o dan. ReDistrar shall,

for the purposes of

this Act, be entitled to levy the following
fees :— /

For every search or permission to search
in any index or register under his charge
—four annas.

For every certified copy of any entry
in a register other than the first copy
referred to in section twelve of this Act—
one rupee.

1%. Every Muhammadan Registrar

Muhammadan Regis- Sha‘l_l perform the
trars to be subject to control  duties of his office
of District Registrar. under the s’uperin—
tendence and control of the Registrar in
whose district the office of such Muham-
madan Registrar is situate.

In the town of Madras every Muham-
madan Registrar shall perform the duties
of his office under the superintendence
and control of the Inspector-General of
Registration.

Every Registrar, and in the town of
Madras the Inspector-General of Regis-
tration, shall have authority to issue
(whether on complaint or otherwise) any
order consistent with this Act, which he
considers necessary in respect of any act
or omission of any Muhammadan Regis-
trar subordinate to him.

.
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18. The Inspector-General of Regis-
Inspector-General of tl_‘a‘tlon shall exer-
Registration to exercisea cise a gemeral sup-
genera.l supermteudenoe. erintendenee over
offices of all Muhammadan Registrars,and
shall have power from time to time to frame-

rules consistent with this Aet for the
guidance of the said Muhammadan Regis-
trars, and the regulation of their offices
generally.

19, All rules framed in accordance

Rules to be approved by Wlth the l.aSt pre-
Governor and published in cedlng section shall
gagtia. be submitted to the
Governor for approval, and after they
have been approved, they shall be pub-
lished in the official gazette, and shall then
have the same force as if they were
inserted in this Act.

90. Bvery Muhammadan Registrar
/ refusing to register
Refusal to register to be g marriage or
recorded. 5
divorce shall make
an order of refusal, and record his reasons
for such order in a book to be kept for
that purpcse.
921. An appeal shall lie against an
order of a Mohammadan Registrar’s re-
Appeal against refusal to fllSillg to I‘egister a
register. : marriage or divorce
to the Registrar to whom such Muhamma-
dan Registrar is subordinate, if presented
to such Registrar within twenty days from
the date of the order, and the Registrar
may reverse or alter such order ; and the
order passed by the Registrar on appeal
shall be final.

929, Every Muhammadan Registrar
shall, at the expiration of every .month,

Copies of entries to be sent send certlﬁed COPieS"
monthly to Registrar of of all entries made
distriet. by him dunng the.
month in the registers mentioned in
section 6 of this Act, and ‘also of the
entries which have “heen made in the
index referred toin sections 13 and 14
of this Aet, to the Registrar of the
district within which such Muhammadan
Registrar has been authorized to act, and
the Registrar, on receiving such copies,
shall file them in his office.

23. Every Muhammadan Registrar
shall keep safely each register until the
same shall be filled,
and shall then, or
earlier, if he shall leave the district or
cease to hold a licence, make over the
same to the Registrar of the distriet for
safe‘custody, or to such other person as
the Registrar may direct. ’

357 Home (Mis.)—3
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24. The Governor may from time
to time prescribe such rules as he thinks
fit, provided that
Governor may prescribe guch rules be nof
rules. : : :
inconsistent  with
any provision of this Act—

(@) for determining the qualifications
to be required from persons to whom
licences under section 3 of this Act may
be granted ;

(b) for regulating the attendance of
Muhammadan Registrars at the celebra-
tion of marriages, and their remuneration
for such attendance ;

(¢) for regulating the grant of
copies by Registrars and Muhammadan
Registrars ;

(d) for regulating the payment ‘by
the Muhammadan Registrars of the cost
of the seals, forms of registers, stationery,
and any other articles which may be
supplied to them by the Government ;

(¢) for regulating the application of
the fees levied by Registrars of districts
and Muhammadan Registrars under this
Act; and

(f) forregulating such other matters
as appear to the Governor necessary to
-effect the purposes of this Act.

The Governor may from time to time
-carcel or alter any such rules.

25, Every Muhammadan Registrar
shall be, and be
Mubammadan Registrar deemed to be. a
10 be a publie officer. pubhe 5 mcer’ ,an it
his duties under this Act shall be deemed
to be public duties.
o 26. Nothing in
Seliedanse, this Act contained
'shall be construed to—

(a) render invalid, merely by reason
of its not having been registered, any
Muhammadan marriage or divorce which
would otherwise be valid ;

(b) render valid, by reason of its
having been registered any Muhammadan
marriage or divorce which would other-
‘wise be invalid ;

(¢) authorize the attendance of any
Muhammadan Registrar at the celebra-
tion of a marriage, except at the request
of all the parties concerned ;

(d) affect the religion or religious
rites and usages of any of His Majesty’s
subjects in India ;

(e) prevent any person, who is
unable to write, from putting his mark,
instead of the signature required by this
Act.

- the relationship in which the vakil stands to the bride.

o
No. 857, Home (MIsoRLLANEOUS), 8TH APRIL 1918 9

SCHEDULE.
(SEE Srcrions 6 Anp 11.)
Foru (A), Book I. - ;
Register of marriages (as prescribed by section 6 of the Act for the voluntary vegistration of

_Muhammadan marriages and divorces).

1. Consecutive No.

2. Name of the bridegroom and that of his father, with their respective residences.

3. Name of the bride and that of her father, with their respective residences.

4. Whether the bride is a spinster, a widow, or divorced by a former husband, and whether
she is adult or otherwise. R

5. Name of the guardian of the bridegroom (if the bridegroom be a minor) and that of the

ardian’s father, with specification of the guardian’s residence, and of the relationship in which .

he stands to the bridegroom. Vi

6. Name of the guardian of the bride (if she be a minor) and that of his father, with
specification of his residence, and the relationship in which he stands to the bride. ‘

7. Name of the bride’s vakil, and of his father, and their residences, with specification of

&

e

8. Names of the witnesses to the due authorization of the bride’s vakil, with names of their
fathers and residences, and specification of the relationship in which they stand to the bride.

9. Date on which the marriage was contracted—to be given according to the English style.

10. Amount of dower. 50

11. How much of the dower is Moajjul (prompt) and how much Mowujjul (deferred).

12. Whether any portion of the dower was paid at the moment. If so, how much ?

13. ‘Whether any property was given in lieu of the whole or any portion of the dower,
~with specification of the same.

14. Special conditions, if any.

15. Names of village or town, and district in which the marriage took place.

16. Name of the person in whose house the marriage ceremony took place, and that of

his father.
17. Date of resignation—to be given according to the English style.

/

Foru (B), Boox II. b
Register of divorces and Khula.

Consecutive No. 7
Names of the husband and of his father, and their residences.

Names of the wife and of her father, and their residences.

. Date of divorce or Khula according to the English style.

. Amount of dower. :

. Description of divorce.

7. Manner in which the divorce was effected and in case of the Khula whether Khula
was acknowledged by the wife in person before the Muhammadan Registrar.

8. If so, name of the party identifying her before the Muhammadan Registrar, and that
of his father, and their residences, with specification of the relationship which he bears to
her, if any.

9. If the Khula be acknowledged before the Muhammadan Registrar, by the wife’s
vakil, his name and that of bis father, and their residences, with specification of the relation-
ship which the vakil bears to the wife, if any.

10. Names of the two witnesses to the due authorization of the wife’s vakil and those
. of their fathers, with their residences. o

11, Names of the village or town, and district in which the divorce took place.

12. Name of the party in whose house the divorce took place, and of his father.

13. Names of witnesses to the divorce or Khula, if any, the names of their fathers,

- and their respective residences.

14. Nume of party identifying the husband before the Muhammadan Registrar and that
.of -his father, and their residences.
15. Date of registration—to be given according to the English style.
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(2)
STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS.

Tn this Presidency a Muslim marriage is solemnized by a Kazi in the presence of the friends
and relations of the contracting parties. Two men, usually the relations of the bride, obtain
her consent to the marriage and, as her vakils, communicate it to the Kazi. On the bridegroom

~ accepting to take the woman unto himself as his wife he repeats a formula after the Kazi and

the latter afterwards declares the parties to have been duly married. The Kazi receives a fixed
foe from the bridegroom and often, in addition, some presents in accordance with the means of
the parties. He notes down in a book or on a piece of paper at the time of the ceremony the
names of the parties and of the vakils and the names of their respective fathers. He is supposed
to maintain a regular register of the marriages performed by him, but his book is often a flimsy
one of which no particular care is taken and which is sometimes not forthcoming when needed.
for reference.

A divoree and Khula is also reported to the Kazi of the locality where the parby or parties
reside, even when it is not actually effected in his presence and under his guidance, and he:
registers it in his book.

This loose system of registering marriages and divorces is capable of giving room fto abuses
of gravest nature, and the present Bill is introduced with a view to provide a better regulated
system. It is based on Act No. I of 1876 passed by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in
Council. The present Kazis and other persons who act as such and- perform marriages and
register divorces shall each be given a licence by the local Government and they shall be known,

- for the purpose of this Act, as Muhammadan registrars. They shall be provided, on payment

of fixed charges, with seals, printed registers and other printed forms. The registers and the
current indices will be open to inspection by the District Registrars and when completed shall be
placed in the custody of the latter. ,

The registration of marriages and divorces will be absolutely voluntary. It will be open to
parties to get married in the simple Tslamic manner before any two Mussalmans and have their
marriage registered, or not registered, as they please, with the Muhammadan Registrar of the
locality in which the ceremony took place. But the Muhammadan Registrar, when applied to,
shall be bound to register a marriage or divorce and grant a certificate subject to the provisions
of this Bill.

I

Letter— from M.B:Ry. Rai Sahib V. T. KrisanaMa AcHARIVAR Avargal,
Under ~Secretary to Government, Local aid Municipal (Legislative)

Department.
To—the Hon’ble Yaqus Hasan SsHis Bahadur, Non-official Additional Member

of the Madras Legislative Council.
Dated—the 23rd March 1918.
No.—855-1 L.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant,

in which you give notice of your intention to move for leave to introduce a Bill to

rovide for the voluntary registration of Mussalman marriages and divorces, and to
state that it will receive due attention.

Order—No. 357, Home (Miscellaneous), dated 8th April 1918.

The following letters will be despatehed to the Secretary of State and to the-

Government of India.
(True extract)

1D, SWAMIKANNU,
Acting Secretary to Government.

Copy to Local and Municipal (Legislative) Department.

(2]
Ay

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS

HOME (MISCELLANEOUS) DEPARTMENT

No. 358.
From
Tre Hon’BLE DiwaN BamADUR
L. D. SWAMIKANNU PILLAI AvareaL, 1.8.0.
Acting Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Home (Miscellaneous) Department,
To
THE SECRETARY 1o Tae GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
LEGIsLATIVE DEPARTMENT.
Dated Fort St. George, the 8th April 1918.
SIE,

With reference to the instructions of the Government of India in their letters.
Nos. 2119-2126 Teg., dated the 12th June 1913, and 4033, dated the 4th November
1916, I am directed to forward herewith a copy of a draft Bill with the Statement.
of Objects and Reasons for the volantary registration of marriages and divorces
among Mussalmans in this Presidency. which the Hon’ble Yaqub Hasan Sahib
Bahadur, a non-official Additional Member of the Madras Legislative Council,

has given notice of his intention to move at the meeting of the Council to be held in

May 1918. ]

9. The Bill in its main lines resembles the measure which became law in Bengal
as Bengal Act I of 1876. Its object is to provide a better regulated system of regis-
tering marriages and divorces than is at present in vogue among Mussalmans.

3. T am to request that this Government may be informed of the views of the

Government of India as to the attitude which should be adopted towards the

proposed legislation. I am at the same time to forward for the information of the

Government of India a copy of a Despateh No. 1 of this date addressed to His.
Majesty’s Secretary of State together with its enclosures.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

L. D. SWAMIKANNTU,
Acting Secretary to Government.

[Annexures.
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ANNEXURES,
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A
T provide for the Voluntary Registration
of Mussalman Marriages and Divorces.

Whereas it is expedient to provide for
the  voluntary
registration  of
marriages and divorces among Mussal-
mans : It is hereby enacted as follows.

9, In this Act—unless there be some-
thing repugnant
in the subject or

Preamble.

Interpretation.

context— .
« Muhammadan Registrar ” means
: any person who
“ Muhammadan Registrar.”’ 38 dlﬂy autho-
rized under this Aect to register marriages
and divorces. e
“ Inspector-General Registration ”’

PR .; and“ Registrar ”

¢ Tnepeotor-Genera -
Registration.” resp e_ ctivel Y

“ Registrar.” mean the officers

so designated and appointed under the
Indian Registration Act, 1871, or other
Jaw for the time being in force for the

registration of documents.
¢ [istrict’’ means a district formed

under the provi-
e sions of the
Indian Registration Act, 1871. :
“ Purdah-nisheen ”’ means a woman
who, according
to the custom of
the country, might reasonably object to
appear in public.
3. It shall be lawful for the Governor

to grant a licence
Governor may grant licences to anv person,

‘to regicter. being e Naba,
madan, * authorizing him to register
Muhammadan marriages and divorces
which have been effected within certain
specified limits, on application being
made to him for registration ; and in like
manner it shall be lawful for the said
Governor to revoke or suspend such
licence.

Provided that no more than one person
of the same sect, Sunni or Shiah, shall be
licensed to exercise the said functions
within the same limits.

4., Every Muhammadan Registrar shall
use a seal bearing
the following in-
scription in  the
Persian character and language: “ The
seal of the Muhammadan Registrar of.”

¢ Purdab-nigheen.”’

Muhammadan Registrars
4o use seuls.

@
“Hh
b
&
- -

e TR

5. The Governor shall supply for
the office of every
Muhammadan
Registrar the seal
and the books necessary for the purposes
of this Act. - ' :

The pages of such books shall be
consecutively numbered in print, and the:
number of pages in each hook shall be
certified on the title-page by the officer by =
whom such books are issued. )

6. Every = Muhammadan Registrar
shall keep up the
following  register
books :— e
Book 1.—Register of marriages in
the form (A) contained in the schedule to-
this Act. ¥
Book 2.—Register of divorces in-
cludingthose of the kind known as Khula,
in the form (B) contained in the schedule
to this Act. 805 RS
7. All entries in each register pre-
scribed by the last.
; preceding  section
shall be numbered in a consecutive series,
which shall commence and terminate with-
the year, a fresh series being commenced
at the beginning of each year.

8. Every application for registration
e under this Act shall
bez}]})&pdl;rjatmns by whom to be made to “the
Muhammadan Re-

gistrar orally as follows :—

If the application be for the regis--
tration of a marriage: : ;

By the parties to the marriage jointly :
provided that if the man, or the woman,
or both, be minors, application shall be
made on their behalf by their respective
lawful guardians ; and provided further
that if the woman be a purdah-nisheen,
such application may be made on her
behalf by her duly authorized vakil.

If the application be for registration of
a divorce other than of the kind known
as Khula : :

By the man who has effected the
divorce. . 4

If the application be for the registra- -
tion of a divorce -of the kind known as
Khula : e

By the parties to the divorce jointly:
provided that if the woman be a purdah-
nisheen, such application may be mad
on her behalf by her duly authorized
~akil. ' Sl o

Government to provfde
seal and books.

Muhammadan Registrar
to keep registers.

¢

Entries to be numbered.
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9. On application being made to a

2 ¢l Muhammadan Re-

e e  gistrar for registra-

“being made. tion under this

Act of a marriage

or divorce within one month of the

marriage or divorce being effected, and

not otherwise, and on payment to him of

 afee of one rupee and four annas, the
Muhammadan Registrar shall—

. - -such marriage or divorce was effected by

‘tepresented to have been effected ;

(b) satisfy himself as to the identity
-of the persons appearing before him and
-alleging that the marriage or divorce has
been effected ;

(¢) in the case of any person appear-
ing as representative of the man or woman
(whether he appear as guardian or vakil),
satisfy himself of the right of such
person, to appear.

If the Muhammadan Registrar be satis-
fied on the above points, and not
‘otherwise, he shall make an entry of the
marriage or divorce in the proper regis-
ter :

Provided that no such entry shall be
made otherwise than in the presence of
every person who, by section 11 of
this Act, is required to sign such entry.

10. Nothing in the preceding section
Muhammadan Registrar  Shall be held to pro-
may receive gratuity. hibit 2 Muhamma-

_dan Registrar from receiving a gratuity
in excess of the preseribed fee of one
rupee and four annas when such gratuity
is voluntarily tendered.

11. Every entry in a register kept

w " Entries by whom to be under_ this Act shall
signed. be signed as fol-
lows :—

If the entry be of a marriage in a
register in the form (A) contained in the
" schedule to this Act—
(1) by the parties to the marriage,
‘or, if either or both of them be minors,
by their lawful guardians respectively :
) provided that if the woman be a purdah-
nisheen, the entry may be signed on her
" behalf by her duly authorized vakil ;
: (2) by two witnesses who were
present at the marriage ceremony ;
~ (3) 1n cases in which the woman is
‘represented by a vakil, by two_ witnesses
to the fact of the vakil having been duly
-authorized to represent her ;
(4) by the Muhammadan Registrar

(@) satisfy himself whether or not

S the person or persons by whom it is -

fr

4 &
]
¥

-
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]
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-effected ;

- -charge shall be made. #

If the entry be of a divorce other than
the kind known as Khula in a register in
the form (B) contained in the schedule to:
‘this Act— m
(1) by the man who has effected the
“divorce ; : B
(2) By the witness who identifies
the man who has effected the divorce ; i
(3) If the man be of the Shiah sect,
by two witnesses to the divorce being

(4) By the Muhammadan Registrar.

If the entry be of a divorce of the kind
‘known as Khula in a register in the form
(B) contained in the schedule to this
Act— ‘ ‘

(1) By the parties to the Khula:
provided that if the woman ‘be a purdah-
‘misheen, the entry may be signed on her
behalf by her duly authorized vakir;
*(2) By the person who identifies the
‘man , / s g
(3) By the person who identifies
the woman ;

(4) If the application for registration
has been made by a vakil on behalf of
‘the woman, by two witnesses to the fact
of the vakil having been duly authorized
to represent her ;

(5) If the man be of the Shiah sect,
by two witnesses to the divorce being
effected ; ; |

" (6) By the Muhammadan Registrar.

%

12. On completion of the registration
Copies of entry to be of any marriagp
.given to parties. or diVOI‘CG, the
Muhammadan Registrar shall deliver to
the party who applies for it an attested
copy of the entry ; and for such copy no

13. In every office in which any
’ register hereinbefore
mentioned is kept,
there shall be prepared a current index
-of the contents of such register; and
every entry in sach index shall be made,
so far as practicable, immediately after
the Muhammadan Registrar has made an
-entry in any such register. o

14. The index mentioned in the last

; preceding  section
vinIi’:tll.zl:.nh“ to be shown shall cont ln e
name, place of res

-dence, and father’s name of each party
every marriage or divorce, and the date
-of registration. It shallalso contain such
-other particulars, and shall be prepa
-guch form as the Governor may dir

L

Index to be kept up.
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15 SubJect to the previous payment
of the fees pres-

Index may be inspected cnbed the mdex,
,‘;’Jg“m‘;‘;?f:k;,’f emtries i Thother it be in
the office of the

Muhammadan Registrar or of the Regis-
trar of the district, and the copies of
entries in such index, which are filed in
the office of the Registrar of the district.
under the provisions of section twenty-
two of this Act, shall be at all times open
to inspection by any person applymg to-
inspect the same ; and copies of entries in
any of the reglsters and of the certified
copies of such entries, which are filed in
the office of the Reglstrar of the district
under section twenty-two of this Act,

shall be given to all persons applyig for

such copies.

Such copies shall be signed and sealed
by the Registrar of the district or by the
Muhammadan Registrar, as the -case
may be.

16, Every Registrar of a district and
every Muhamma-
dan Registrar shall,
for the purposes of

Fees for searches and
oopies.

this Act, be entitled to levy the following

fees : 0y

For every search or permission to search
in any index or register under his charge
—four annas.

For every certified copy of any entry
in a register other than the first copy
referred to in section twelve of this Act—
one rupee.

1%7. Every Muhammadan Registrar
Muhemmaden  Regis- SR3ll perform  the
traxs to be subject to control duties of his office
of Distrioct Registrar. under the sup erin-
tendence and control of the Registrar in
whose district the office of such Muham-
madan Registrar is situate.

In the town of Madras every Muham-
madan Registrar shall perform the duties
of his office under the superintendence
and control of the Inspector General of
Registration.

Every Regmtrar and in the town of
Madras the Inspector-General of Regis-
tration, shall have authority to issue
(whether on complaint or otherwise) any
order consistent with this Act, which he
considers necessary in respect of any act
or omigsion of any Muhammadan Regis-
trar subordinate to him.

A

%

<2

18, The Inspector-General of Regl

Inspector-General of tration Shan X
Registration to exercisea  CISE general sup~ :
general superintendence. erintendence over
offices of all Muhammadan Registrars, and
shall have power from time to time to frame-
rules consistent with this Act for the
guidance of the said Muhammadan Regis-
trars, and the regulation of their offices.
generally.

19. All rules framed in accordance
with the last pre-

eg'llfxfo?agﬁ ?ﬁgggdlin cedmg section SI})]a]}I
gase; be submitted to the
Governor for approval, and after they
have been approved, they shall be pub-
lished in the official gazette, and shall then
have the same force as if they we‘r& :
inserted in this Act. 4

20. Every Muhammadan Reglstrar v
refusing to register-

Refusal to register to be g marrlage or
G " divorce shall make
an order of refusal, and record his reasons
for such order in a book to be kept for—‘,
that purpose. X

21. An appeal shall lie against an
order of a Munhammadan Registrar’s re-

Appeal against refusal to - fllsmg to eglster a.
register. marriage or divore
to the Registrar to whom such Muhamm
dan Registrar is subordinate, if presented
to such Registrar within twenty days from -
the date of the order, and the Registrar
may reverse or alter such order ; and the-
order passed by the Registrar on appeal'
shall be final. <

22, Every Mubammadan Regis: ar
shall, at the expiration of every month,
Copies of entries to be sent; send certlﬁed COPIO&»
monthly to Registrar of of all entries ma
P by him during the
month in the registers mentioned
section 6 of this Act, and also of the
entries which have been made in tl
index referred toin sections 13 and ‘
of this Act, to the Registrar of ¢
district w1th1n which such Muhammad
Registrar has been authorized to act
the Registrar, on receiving such copr

~ ghall file them in his office. :
23. Every Muhamm_adan g
shall keep safely each register
: a8 same shall
Registers to be given up. and Sh m
earluer, if he shall leave the
cease to hold a licence, mak
same to the Registrar of the c
safe custody, or to such .
the Regxstrar may direc
358 Home




. 94, The Governor may from time
“to time prescribe such rules as he thinks
fit, provided that
Governor may prsseribe  guch rules be not
rules. . . Z
inconsistent  with
-any provision of this Aet—

(@) for determining the qualifications
to be required from persons to whbom
licences under section 3 of this Act may
be granted ; :

(6) for regulating the attendance of
Muhammadan Registrars at the celebra-
tion of marriages, and their remuneration
for such attendance ; :

(¢) for regulating’ the grant of
-copies by Registrars and Muhammadan
Registrars ;

(d) for regulating the payment by
‘the Muhammadan Registrars of the cost
-of the seals, forms of registers, stationery,
and any other articles- which may be

supplied to them by the Government ;

(e) for regulating the application of
the fees levied by Registrars of distriets
and Muhammadan Registrars under this
Act; and

(f) forregulating such other matters
-as appear to the Governor necessary to
-effect the purposes of this Act.

The Governor may from time to time
.cancel or alter any such rules.

25, Every Muhammadan Registrar

+ . shall be, and be

; Mubammadan Registrar  deemed to be’ a

o be a public officer. publie Y ﬁ‘icer, ]

his duties under this Act shall be deemed

to be public duties.

; 26. Nothing in

P cliise. this Act contained
-shall be construed to—

(@) render invalid, merely by reason
of its not having been registered, any
Muhammadan marriage or divorce which
would otherwise be valid ; ,

" (b) render valid, by reason of it
having been registered any Muhammadan

marriage or divorce which would other-

wise be invalid ;

(¢) authorize the attendance of any
Muhammadan Registrar at the celebra-
tion of a marriage, except at the.request
of all the parties concerned ; ‘

(d) atfect the religion or religious
rites and usages of any of His Majesty’s
subjects in India ;

(¢) prevent any person, who is
unable to write, from putting his mark,
instead of the signature required by this
Act.

1"
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SCHEDULE.
(SEE SEcrIons 6 AND 11.)
Foru (A), Booxr L v
Register of marriages (as prescribed by section 6 of the Act for the voluntary registration of v

_Muhammadan marriages and divorces).

1. Consecutive No.
2. Name of the bridegroom and that of his father, with their respective residences.
3. Namo of the bride and that of her father, with their respective residences.

4. Whether the bride is a spinster, a widow, or divorced by a former husband, and whether
she is adult or otherwise. : :

5. Name of the guardian of the bridegroom (if the bridegroom be a minor) and that of the
guardian’s father, with specification of the guardian’s residence, and of the relationship in which
he stands to the bridegroom. ;

6. Name of the guardian of the bride (if she be a minor) and that of his father, with
specification of his residence, and the relationship in which he stands to the bride. .

7. Name of the bride’s vakil, and of his father, and their residences, with specification of
the relationship in which the vakil stands to the hride.

8. Names of the witnesses to the due authorization of the bride’s vakil, with names of their
fathers and residences, and specification of the relationship in which they stand to the bride.

9. Date on which the marriage was contracted— to be given according to the English style.

10. Amount of dower.

11. How much of the dower is Moajjul (prompt) and how much Mowujjul (deferred).

12. Whether any portion of the dower was paid at the moment. If so, how much ?

13. Whether any property was given in lieu of the whole or any portion of the dower,
with specification of the same. :

14. Special conditions, if any.

15. Names of village or town, and district in which the marriage took place.

16. Name of the person in whose house the marriage ceremony took place, and that of
his father. ;

17. Date of resignation—to be given according %o the Knglish style.

Foru (B), Boox i
Register of diwworces and Khula.

Consecutive No.

Names of the husband and of his father, and their residences.

Names of the wife and of her father, and their residences.

Date of divorce or Khula according to the English style.

. Amount of dower.

. Description of divorce. . ;
7 Manner in which the divorce was effected and in case of the Khula whether Khula
was acknowledged by the wife in person before the Muhammadan Registrar.

8. If so, name of the party identifying her before the Muhammadan Registrar, and that
of his father, anc their residences, with specification of the relationship which he bears to
her, if any.

9. Tf the Khula be acknowledged before the Muhammadan Registrar, by the wife’s
~vakil, his name and that of bis father, and their residences, with specification of the relation- .
ship which the vakil bears o the wife, if any. :

10. Names of the two witnesses to the due authorization of the wife’s vakil and those

SR R

_of their fathers, with their residences.

11. Names of the village or town, and district in which the divorce took place.

19. Name of the party in whose house the divorce took place, and of his father.

18. Names of witnesses to the divorce or Khula, if any, the names of their fathers,
and their respective residences. ) L

14 Name of party identifying the husband before the Muhammadan Registrar and that

.of his father, and their residences.

15. Date of registration—to be given according to the English style.
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS;

In this Presidency a Muglim marriage is solemnized by a Kazi in the presence of the friends-
and rolations of the contracting parties. Two men, usually the relations of the bride, obtain
her consent to the marriage and, as her vakils, communicate it o the Kazi. On the bridegroom
accepting to take the woman unto himself as his wife he repeats a formula after the Kazi and
the latter afterwards declares the parties to have been duly married. The Kazi receivey a fixed
fee from the bridegroom and often, in addition, some presents in accordance with the means of
the parties. He notes down in a book or on a piece of paper at the time of the ceremony the
names of the parties and of the vakils and the names of their respective fathers. He is supposed
to maintain a regular register of the marriages performed by him, but his book is often a flimsy
one of which no particular care is taken and which is sometimes not forthcoming when needed
for reference.

: A divoree and Khula is also reported to the Kazi of the locality where the party or parties -
reside, even when it is not actually effected in his presence and under his guidance, and he
rogisters it in his book.

This loose system of registering marriages and divorces is capable of giving room to abuses-
of gravest nature, and the present Bill is introduced with a view to provide a better regulated
system. It is based on Act No. I of 1876 passed by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in
~ Council. The present Kazis and other persons who act as such and perform marriages and

‘register divorces shall each be given a licence by the local Government and they shall be known,
for the purpose of this Act, as Muhammadan registrars. They shall ke provided, on payment
of fixed charges, with seals, printed registers and other printed forms. The registers and the
current indices will be open to inspection by the District Registrars and when completed shall be
placed in the custody of the latter.

The registration of marriages and divorces will be absolutely voluntary. It will be open to
~ parties to get married in the simple Islamic manner before any two Mussalmans and have their
marriage registered, or not registered, as they please, with the Muhammadan Registrar of the
Jocality in which the ceremony took place. But the Muhammadan Registrar, when applied to,
shall be bound to register a marriage or divorce and grans a certificate subject to the provisions -

of this Bill.

(3)

No. 1, Houme (MISCELLANEOUS), 8T Aprin 1918

HOME (MISCELLANEOTUS) DEPARTMENT

LerrER—t0 :
Tue Ricar Hon'sre the SECRETARY or STATE ror INDIA.
SiR,

We have the honour to forward for your information a copy of a draft Bill
together with the Statement of Objects and Reasons for the voluntary registration of
marriages and divorces among Mussalmans in this Presidency, which the Hon’ble -
Yaqub Hasan Sahib Bahadur, a non-official Additional Member of the Madras
Legislative Council, has given notice of his intention to move at the meeting of the A
Council to be held in May 1918. ’ :

9. The Bill in its main lines resembles the measure which became law in Bengal
as Bengal Act I of 1876. Its object is to provide a better regulated system of
marriages and divorces than is at present in yogue among the Mussalmans of this
Presidency. , :

3. A copy of the Bill together with the Statement ot Objects and Reasons has -
been forwarded to the Government of India with the request that they may inform .
this Government of their views as to the attitude which should be adopted towards
the proposed legislation.

: 'We have the honour to be,
Sir, !
Your most obedient, humble servants,

- PENTLAND.
A. G. CARDEW.
H. F. W. GILLMAN.

P. RAJAGOPALA ACHARIYAR.
Forr St. GEORGE, i
8th April 1918. ' -




2 Noms o G.0. Nos. 357-55, Hous (Muomnansovs), Smx Avari, 1918

ion that might probably rise on this point is whether the sanction of the

- Governor-General will be required under section 79 (3) (¢) of the Act; but it scems
1o be clear that such sanction is not required inasmuch as clause 26 (d) of the Bill
e ~ expressly says that ‘ nothing in this Aet

ot i s contained shall be construed to , . .

- BAGBBIE et the religion or religious rites an
usages of any of His Majesty’s subjeets in India.” The administrative department may
howerver, if eonsidered necessary, consult the Advocate-General on the point,

4. Under rule 32 of the Business Rules the supply of printed copies of the Bill,
statement, and connected papers to the members of the Le%islativ:e Council need be
made only after the motion for leave to introduce the Bill is carried in Council.
There seems to be however no objection to place printed copies of the Bill and the
Statement of Objects and Reasons on the Council table for use in discussion on the
motion. 1t is for consideration whether this is necessary.

5, Orders are also requested as to the inclusion of the motion in the agenda
paper. The motion seems to be in order. :

*Yssued as lotter 855-1, Legislative, 28rd 6. A draft # letter of acknowledg-
March 1918. wment is submitted.

OOVU Bﬂ-'—zg's-l 8;

Action has to be taken now in the administrative department concerned, fo
which the papers may be transferred. :

V. T. KrisaNAMa ACHARIVAR—23-3-18.
R. A. Granay—23-3-18.
P[esTLAND | —24-3-18.

: s/ : The file may be forwarded in

Quite unnecessary to copy these now, I think.  original to the Home (Miscellaneous)

Mok 6 fote aud sond on.v TK—95-3-18 Department u.o. for action, a copy of these
i i notes being retained in this department.

C.V.R.—25-3-18.
C.8.—25-3-18.

V.T.K.—25-3-18.

Home (MiscELLANEOUS) DEPARTMENT.

The object of providing for a previous notice of two months under rule 31 of the
Business Rules of the Legislative Council instead of six days as under the old rule is
to enable the Government of India to examine and judge before any motion is made
in the Legislative Council whether a Bill falls within the classes specified in section
79 (8) of the Goversment of India Aet, 1915 {paragraph 3 on pages 2-3 of G.O.
No. 3, L. & M. (Legislative), dated 6th January 1917]. A copy of the Bill with the
Statements of Objects and Reasons has to be forwarded to,the Government of India
and to the Secretary of State {paragraph 2 of lctter No. 122, L. & M. (Legislative),
dated 28th August 1916, based on paragraph 5 of India’s letter, dated 12th June
1918, on page 2 of G.O. Nos. 147-148, Legislative, dated 23rd August 1913].

| T.KK-—27-3-18.

2. 1t is understood from Legislative that this is the first instance of a Bill
 received after the recet amendment of rale 31 of the Business Rules. It will be seen
- from paragraph 3 of the India’s letter, dated the 4th November 1916, that they reserve
to themselves the duty of deciding whether or not a particular measure falls within
the classes speeified in section 79 (3) of the Government of India Act, 1915 [vide
Jetter No. 61, L. & M. (Legislative), dated 25th July 1917, and page 2 of G.O. No. 3,
L. & M. (Legislative), dated 6th January 1917]. There is therefore no need to consult

¥

1

OTES 10 G.0. Nos. 357-58, Houe (MISCELI{ANEQUS);‘ Srn,Arm

-':-*-the‘:ﬁdvocat“e‘—(}eheral whether the prior sanction of the,G_ofrérl.;ﬁleﬁt;ofj {

in 'th_ejprgéent case with reference to clause (¢) of sub-section 3 of section 79
‘Government of India Act (cf. paragraph 3 of Legislative Department note

e 1 and 2 supra).

3. Draft letters tothe Government of India and the Secretary of State are
- submitted. No detailed remarks on the provisions of the Bill seem called for from
this Government at the present stage. India mérely want copies of the Bill together
with the Statement of Objects and Reasons and they undertake to examine the Bill
and ecommunicate their views as to the attitude to be adopted by the Government

~towards the measure (vide paragraph 5 of India’s letter on page 2 of G.Os.

Nos. 147-148, dated 28rd August 1913, and paragraph 2 of letter No. 122, dated 28th
_August 1916). | . L e

PSR 98318 e el o
: : : : C. Ramanusa AcHAriYar—28-3-18.
Honourable Member and circulate. | o g
‘ 5y D.VSWAMIKANNU—'ZS%&—'IS‘;: ‘
H. F. W. EILLMAN_];ZQLS—IS-—.“
P. R[Aaac0PALA AoHAainni]—%?;O-\-&l&.‘ -
| A G Clarpewl-1-4-18.
‘  P(ENTLAND]—2-4-18.
Tssue. : o , il o
L.D.S.—3-4-18.
' [6.0. Nos. 357-58, Home (Miscellaneous), dated 8th April 1918.]
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divorces among Mussalmans in this Presi-
dency which the Hon'ble Yaqub Hasan Sahib
Bahadur a non-official Additional Member
iof the Madrasuﬁegielative Council has givén

notice of his intention to move at the'

mesting of the Gowncil to be held in May
L 1918, G :

Lx ) - .
2. The Bill in its wmaln lines reseubl
the measure which became law in Bengal‘sé'

Aot I of 1876. Tme object is to provide

a better regulated system of registering
% : ¥
marriages and divorces than is at present

‘in vogue among Mussalmans.

ot gy il S5

34 I am to request that this Govt.

may be informed of the views of the Govt

of India as to the attitude which ehould

be adopted towards the proposed leglslaé
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éf :px;o‘pose,‘d 'legi“’sla.t ion.

We have &c.,

i 3 ; y GaOn No. &7 T y » ! :
- | - Muhammadan Marri )ty gy
s L v . G ' , Reap—the following papers:— = ’

: ; ) 5 Letier—from the Hon'ble Yaque Hasan Sanrs Bahad

8.2.18.; Cale s - : ] . ‘ Ed f : Member of the Madras :;Leg-isla%'ive Council

3 8-3-18, i Aty ; ; 2 = : < : To—the Secretary to the Madras Ik{egislative,_Gngbﬂf‘

! ub’g ' o . | 1 . : Dated—tho 20th March 1918, = . 5

ity ; Lo DeSy B : - In accordance with section 31 of the rules for the conduct of business of the

e ot . 28-3-18. ' RUOEa IR | 1,? Legislative Council, I beg to give notice that I shall move in the meeting to be held
> . in May 1918, for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the Voluntary Registration
of Mussalman Marriages and Divorces. I enclose herein a copy of the Bill and a full
Statement of Objects and Reasons and also a copy of Act 1 of 1876 of Bengal on which

)
5

my Bill is based.

ENcrLosures 5, :
2 (10 R

E o BILL: .
* o provide for the Voluntary Registration
of Mussalman Marriages and Divorces.
Whereas it is expedient to provide for
Pl T the  voluntary .
‘ P registration  of
‘ marriages and divorgés among Mussal-

w mans: It is hereby enacted as follows.
" 2. In this Act—unless there be some

1 : 7 % thing repugna
: - 1 : L in the subject or

: | N ' : ‘context— CoraEaes

. e ' : : “ Muhammadan Registrar ? mea

¢ Muhammadan Registrar.”’

rized under this Act to register marriag
b and divorces. : 5
* Inspector-General of Registration ’
% I‘ﬁs eotor-Genen;,l : of and ¢ Begmm,
Registration.” respectively
a \ B 8 Registta.r.”. i mean the pﬁoe i
e 7 : : . : - 80 designated and appointed under the
; : Indian Registration Act, 1871, or other
- ; : : law for the time being in force for the
) : registration of documents. e
“ District” means a district fo
“ District.” sions of
Indian Registration Act, 1871,
“ Purdah-nisheen ”” means a W
: « Putyiiniiten i 4
o ] % i : to the cust
= : the country, might reasonably ob
: appear in public, T
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3. It shall be lawful for the Governor
Governor may grant licences 1) gmnt ahcenqe
to register. TS to_ any - Person, &
- - being a Muham-
- madan, authorizing him to register
o A Muhammadan marriages and divorces
which have been effected within certain
specified limits, on application being
made to him for registration ; and in like
manner it shall be lawful for the said
Governor to revoke or suspend such
licence. oL :
Provided that no more than one person
of the same sect, Sunni or Shiah, shall be
‘licensed to exercise the said functions
within the same limits. e
4., Every Muhammadan Registrar shall
. : ; use a seal bea :
- to];(;h:xl::adan.liegmtrafs the_ _Kf_OHOWi
scription 1n
Persian character and language: “T
seal of the Muhammadan Registrar of.” -
. The Governor shall supply £
i . - the office (;)f every
overnmen 0 provide Muhamma an
s Hnd‘ e ~ Registrar the seal
and the books mnecessary lor the purposes
of this Act. 3 2
. : The pages of such books sha
consecutively numbered in print
number of pages in each book shal
certified on the title-page by the offic
whom such books are issued.
6. Every Muhammadan R«
i e keep.
to keep registers. plﬁﬁtﬂf‘ ‘fO]lOWIIlg
;i ‘books :—
Book 1.—Register of m
the form (A) contained the s
this Act. Sk (o
Book 2.—Register of
cluding those of the kind kno
in the form (B) contained in ¢

it %

-

to this Act. : |
7. ALl entries in each re
- Entries to be numbered. i::'l:ced ;

shall be numbered in a consec

i
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~ behalf by her duly authorized v

- divoree. w1
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By the parties to the marriage jointl
provided that if the man, or the wom:
or both, be minors, application shall
made on their behalf by their respee
lawful guardians ; and provided furt
that if the woman be a pufah-nishe

such application may be thade on he

If the application be for r
a divorce other than of the

If the application be for the registr
tion of a divorce of the kind known
‘Khula: & i :

By the parties to the divorce joint
provided that if the woman be a_purd:
nisheen, such application may be
on her behalf by her duly authori
vakil. Ay st

‘9. On application being made

: Muhammadan

Duties of Muhammadan gi_strar for eg

Registrar on application )
being made. tion unae

such marriage or divorce wa
the person or persons by
represented to have been etfect
(b) satisfy himself as

of the persons appearing
alleging that the marriage
been effected;
~ (e) in the case of an
ing as representative of the ma.
(whether he appear as guarc
satisfy himself of the n
person to appear.
If the Muhammada
fied on the aboy
otherwise, he shall make an
marriage cr divorce in the P

¥
S5
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v

- given to parties.

‘the party who applies for it an
ccopy of the entry ; and for gy
- charge shall be made.

11. Every entry in a ‘reg{iiéth:{

- under this Act
Entries by whom to be g Ea
signed. be 8

~or, if either or both of them be m’ihogr
by their lawful guardians respectively
provided that if the woman be 5 '
nisheen, the entry may be signed
behalf by her duly authorized vakil b
(2) by two witnesses  who were
Present at the marriage ceremony;
(3) in cases in which the%,‘».#womanujs
represented by a vakil, by two witnesses
to the fact of the vakil having Leen duly
‘authorized to represent her; R
(4) by the Muhammadan Registrar,
If the entry be of a divorce other than
-the kind known as Khula in a register in
the from (B) contained in the schedule
“this Act— : 5 "
(1) by the man who bas effected
divorce ; Y 3
(2) By the witness Wwho identi
the man who hag effected the divore :
: (3) If the man be of the Shiah sect,
Yy two witnesses to the divorce being
effected; ST e
(4) By the Muhammadan Registrar,
f the entry be of a divorce of the kind
known as Khulain a register in the form
(B) contained in -the schedule to
Act— : :

- (1) By the parties to ‘the Kl
provided that if the woman be a purdah
- nisheen, the entry may be signed on he
behalf by her duly authorized vakil; o
- (2) By the person who identifies the
man ; , Vo
(3) By the person who identifieg
the woman; i TN
(4) If the application for registratio;
as been made by a vakil on behalf
the woman, by two witnesses to the :
of the vakil having heen duly authori
to represent her ; : i

by two witnesses to the divorce b,
effected ; e
(6) By the Muhammadan Registrar,
12. On completion of the registi
Copies of entry to be of an
or:
Muhammmadan Registrar g

B
i
o

ey
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/ . . ¢ 13. In every office in which any
(o7 it : g registerfhereinbefore
‘ ; : R e R kept,
there shall be prepared a cwrent index
of the contents of such register ; and -
every entry in sach index shall be made,
80 far as practicable, immediately after
the Muhammadan Registrar has made an
entrylany such register. e
14. The index mentioned in the last
! preceding  section
shall contain the
name, place of regi-
dence, and father’s name of each party to
every marriage or divorce, and the dat
of registration. It shall also contain such
other particulars, and shall be prepared in
such form as the Governor may direct, =
15, Subject to the previous payment
» ~ of the fees pres-
Index may be inspected cribed, the index"
.:;lgstggglte:iw%f. eniries i . yhether it be in'
the office of the
Mubammadan Registrar or of the Regis- =
trar of the district, and the copies of
entries in such index, which are filed in
the office of the Registrar of the district
under the provisions of section twenty-
two of this Act, shall be at all times open
to inspection by any person applying to
inspect the same ; and copies of entriesin
; 4 any of the registers, and of the certified
= copies of such entries, which are filed j
the office of the Registrar of the district
under section twenty-two of this Act,
shall be given to all persons applying for -
such copies. e o e
- : Such copies shall be signed and sealed
. - by the Registrar of the district or by the
/ Muhammadan Registrar, as the case
may be. B R it
’ ; © 16, Every Registrar of a distriet and
: V- £ every Muhamma
dan Registrar shal
3 for the purposes of
this Act, be entitled to levy the followin
feep ——if TTREGATEE : ’
- For every search or permisston to sea
in any index or register under hjs che
~four annas. :
. For every certified copy of any er
in a register other than the firgt cop;
referred to in section twelye of this A
one rupee. Tt

17. Every Muhammadan R
Muhammadan Regis- (Sha‘u Perf 2
trars to be subject to ontrol duties of |
of Distriot Hegistrar. under the st
: ’ - tendence and control of the R,
- whose district the office of such
madan Registrar is situate,

S —

B e —————————— b %

3 R R R TP AN s sgessesr e mtortomr =

‘ . Particulars to be shown
' in index.

e

&

s

i

Fees for searches and
oopies.
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, In the town of Madras every Muha
*  madan Registrar shall perform the dutie
—of his office under the superintendence
5 : and control of the Inspector-Gene
Registration. s, , S
Every Registrar, and in the town of

Madras the Inspector-General of Regi:
tration, shall have authority to issue
- (whether on complaint or otherwise) any
- : order consistent with this Act, which he
: considers necessary in respect of any ac
or omission of any Muhammadan .
.trar subordinate to him.
s 18. The Imspector-General of R
ﬁv Tsfipector-Gieneral of tl,'a‘tlonShan/ oxe
Registration to exercisea ClS€ a general sup-
general Superintendence. erintendence over
/ offices of all Muhammadan Registrars, and
shall have power from time to time to frame
= v : rules consistent with this Act for the
guidance of the said Muhammadan Regis-
trars, and the regulation of their offices
generally. . .
19. All rules framed in accord:
Rules to be approved by Wl_"!lk the 1as DY
Governor and publishid in cedlng seetlop_ aﬂ
Sy ~be submitted to th
Governor for approval, and after they
' : have been approved, they shall be pu

“ : lished in the official g;tzette,' and shall
have the same force as if they were

inserted in this Aet. = ° et

20. Every Muhammadan Regist:

7 refusing to reg

Refusal to register to be g rag
recorded, : ;

PeRe ¢ BREN )y e o 8

for such order in a hook to be ke

that purpese. o

21. An appeal shall lie aga

order of a Muhammadan Registra

Appeal against refusal to fusing»-td ‘
register. marriage o

to the Registrar to whom such Muh:

dan Registrar is subordinate

to such Registrar within twen

the date of the order, and the
may reverse or. alter such orde:

order passed by the Registrar o

1 shallbefinal, 4. - oo et

: 22, Every Mubammad

- ghall, at the expiration of

- ; Copies of entries to be sent sendp s

monthly to Registar of of
diéttiot.y = b an

e,
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- to be & public officer.

o
¥

section 6 of this Act, and also of the
entries which have been made in the
index referred toin sections 13 and 4
of this Act, to the Registrar of the
- district within which such Muhammadan
Registrar has been authorized to act, ang
the Registrar, on receiving _such !copi
shall file them in his office. T
23. Every Muhammadan Registrar

shall keep safely each register until the
same shall be fille
: and shall then,
earlfer, if he shall leave the distric
cease to hold a licence, make over
same to the Registrar of the distric
safe custody, or to such other perso
the Registrar may direct, i
~ 24. The Governor may from time
to time prescribe such rules'as he thi
. ~ fit, provided
@overnor may presaiibe guch  rules be nof
rules. g e Pag U

- inconsistent  wi

Fprovision of this Act—

Registers to be given up.

to : ersons to whom
ligéfces umder section é of this Act may
be“(ﬁrf“gm e St
or reg-u ating the attendance o
Muhammadan Registrars at the ce ebra-
tion of marriages, and their remunera
for such attendance; fed i A
(¢) for regulating the gr
copies by Registrars and Muham;
Registrars ; Aag 3
- (@) for regulating the pay
the Muhammadan Registrars of
of the seals, forms of registers, stati

Act ; and B0
Jf) forregulating such ot
as appear to the Governor n cessa
effect the purposes of this Act.
The Governor may from time
cancel or alter any such rules.
2b, Every Muhammadan Re
: o Aot
Mubhammadan :

his duties under this A
to be public duties.

Saving clause.

shall be construe 1 to—




mor Y srn B
LCOBTML ) MMOLL e

|
£
R

oW

e —

£
o

5

{‘"r:-, : ’—'L }
- No.  ; Hous (MrsorrrANeOvS),  Apmm 1918 8

Muhammadan marriage or divoree which 5
would otherwise be valid ; i
(0) render valid, by reason of itg
having been registered any Muhammadan
marriage or divorce which would other-
wise be invalid ;
(¢) authorize the attendance o any
Muhammadan Registrar at the ce a-
tion of a marriage, except at the request
of all the parties concerned 5
4 : ; ; (@) atfect the- réligion or religious
=3 , rites and usages of any of His Majesty’s
& subjects in India ;
(¢) prevent any person, who g
unable to write, from putting his mark,
instead of the signature required by this
¥ Ach :

SCHEDULE.

(SEE SEcTIONS 6 AND 11.)

] Form (A), Boox I. s e
Begister of marriages (as prescribed by section 6 of the Act for the voluntary registration of
uhammadan marriages and divorces), 3 > g

1. Consecutive No. :
2. Namo of the bridegroom and that of his father, with their respective residences,
8. Name of the bride and that of her father, wi i i i

4. Whether the bride is a spinster, a widow, or divorced by a former husband, and whether
she is adult or otherwise,

9. Name of the guardian of the bridegroom (if the bridegroom be a minor) and that of the
guardian’s father, with specification of the guardian’s residence, and of the relationship in which
he stands to the bridegroom. :

6. Name of the guardian of the bride

(if she be a minor) and that of his fathe
specification of his residence, and the relationship 1 i i

3

) id ,» with specification of
the relationship in which the vakil stands to the bride. >

8. Names of the witnesses o the due authorization of the bride’s vakil, with names of their
fathers and residences, and specification of

the relationship in which they stand to the bride.
9. Date on wh

ich the marriage was contracted,—to be given according to the English style.
10. Amount of dower. :

11. How much of the dower ig Moajjul (prompt) and how much Mov-wujj ul (deferred).
~. 12. Whether any portion of the dower w.

as paid at the moment. If so, how much P i
13. Whether any property was given in lieu of the whole or any portion of the dower,
with specification of the same. ;
14. Special conditions, if any.
7 15. Names of village or town, and district in which the marriage took place.
. f16. Name of the person in whose house the marriage ceremony took place, and that of
is father. ;
P 17. Date of resignation,—to be given according to the Hn
Form (B), Boox II.
Register of divorces and Khula,

glish style.

. Consecutive No.

il :
2. Names of the hushand and of his father, and their residences,
3. Names of the wife and of her father, and their residences,

4. Date of divorce or Khula according to the English style.
5. Amount of dower. :

6

v 7 ; - -
eseription of divorce.

7 Manner in which the divorce was effeoted and in caso of the Khula whether Khula
was aoknowledged by the wife i person before the Muhammadan Registrar. 3
8. If so, name of the party identifying her before the Muhammadan registrar, and that
of his father, and their residences, with specification of the relationship which he beajq_.t(f
her, if any. : : £ e
gL Ifythe Khula be acknowledged before the Muhammadan mgjsb%gr, by t@qzﬁ“&ggg
vakil, his name and that of his father, and their residences, with speoiﬁ%ogb of.f.th’e"’félafio“
ship which the vakil bears to the wife, if any. - s o A
10. Names of the two witnesses to the due authorization of the wife’s v;a_%Lgmd
= their fathers, with their residences. a ¢
= of_%r- '§anizss ‘of the village or town, and district in which the divorce took p s
12. Name of the party in whose house the divorce took Place, and of his fa :
18. Names of witnesses to the divorce or Khula, if any, »théénam‘e of the; '
d their respective residences. b
a8 14(.a Namle) of party identifying the husband before the Muhamma
of his father, and their residences.

- - b “v . ,‘* &3 =
* 16. Date of rogistration,—to be given according to the English style. ot

e W
5 - e i
\
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of this Bill. 3 : o
; I =
Letter— from M.R.Ry. Rai Sahib V. T. KrisenaMa AcHARIYaR Avargal,
' l(éecre’oary to Government, Liocal and Municipal (Liegislative) Department.
To—the Hon’ble Yakus Hasan Sanis Bahadur, Non-official Additional Member
7/ of the Madras Legislative Council. g 5 - i
Dated—the 28rd March 1918. i

. ,(% @({‘/Y(AJ;).W;

-

No. , HoME (MISORLLANEOUS), Arrin 1918 9

. (2
: STATEMENT OF OBJB)}CTS AND REASONS. o

In this Presidency a Muslim marriage is solemnized by a Kazi in the presence of the friends
and relations of the contracting parties. Two men, usually the relations of the bride, obtain
her consent to the marriage and, as her vakils, communicate it to the Kazi. On the bridegroom
accepting to take the womén unto himself as his wife he repeats a formula after the Kazi and
the latter afterwards declares the parties to have been duly married. The Kazi receives a fixed
fee from the bridegroom and often, in addition, some presents in accordance with the means of
the parties. He notes down in a book or on a piece of paper at the time of the ceremony the
names of the parties and of the vakils and the names of their respective fathers. He is supposed
to maintain a regular register of the marriages performed by him, but his book is often a flimsy
one of which no particular care is taken and which is sometimes not forthcoming when needed
for reference. > ' : :

- A divorce and K/ula is also reported to the Kazi of the locality where the party or parties
reside, even when it is not actually effected in his presence and under his guidance, and he
registers it in his book. ; 3

This loose system of registering marriages and divorces is capable of giving room to abuses
of gravest nature, and the present Bill is introduced with a view to provide a better regulated
system, It is based on Act No. I of 1876 passed by the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal im
‘Uouncil. The present Kazis and other persons who act as such and perform marriages and
régister divorces shall each be given a licence by the local Government and they shall be known,
for the purpose of this Act, as Muhammadan registrars. They shall be provided, on payment
of fixed charges, with seals, printed registers and other printed forms. The registers and the
“current indices will be open to inspection by the District Registrars and when completed shall be
placed in the custody ot the latter. L Ao

‘The registration of marriages and divorces will be absolutely voluntary. It will be open to
parties to get married in the simple Islamic manner before any two Mussalmans and have their
wiriage registered, or not registered, as they please, with the Muhammadan Registrar of the
locality in which the ceremony took place. But the Muhammadan Registrar, when applied to,
shall be bound to register a marriage,or divorce and grant a certificate subject to the provisions

No.—8556-1 L. s LA
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant,
in which youegive notice of your intention to move for leave to introduce a Bill to
provide for the voluntary registration of Mussalman marriages and divorces, and to

state that it will receive due attention._

S

0:der—No. 357 Home (Miscellaneous), dated 8 & April 1918, o
‘i he following letters will be despatched to the Secretary of State and to the
Government of India. - R

: (True extract)

' L. D. SwanikANNy, :

Acting Secretary to Government-
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From
Tnn Hon’nm: Diwan Banapur
I. D. SWAMIKANNU PILLAI Avmean,.r s.o.,

Acting Secretary to the Government of Madras, :
Home (Mlseellaneous) Department,

-

- To

: " THE SEORETARY TO THE GOVERNME“TT oF INDIA,
.".,\ ~

ity
.

Lnersx; IVE Dnrmmn

S1R, ' IE

With ref(,rence t the instructions of the Government of Ind a
Nos. 2119-2126 Lég., jated the 12th June 1913, and 4033, dated the 4thN
- 1916, I am directed to forward herewith a copy ‘of & draft Blll wﬂ:‘E" 0]

of Ob]ects and Reasons for the volantary registration of marria
‘among Mussalmans in this Presidency which the How’ble Yaqub
Dahadur; a non-official Additional Member of the Madras Legisl
‘has given notice of his intention to move at the meetmg of the (
May 1918. >
s s Bhe Byl in its main lines resembles the measure whleh be-
as Bengal Act I of 1876, Its object is to prov1de a better regulated
tering marriages and divorces than is at present in vogue among Muss
3. I am'to request that this Government muy be informed of tk
Government of India as to the attitude which should be adopted tow
sed legislation. I am at the same time to forward for the informatio
ment of India a copy of a Despatch No. A of this da.te addre
‘Beoretarv of State together with its chlosures. -



'ANNEXURES

1)

: ‘ 3 o
s UL
To provide for the Voluntary R
of Mussalnan 'Ma_rriay_es und Divor
Whereas it is expedient to prov.
Preamble. 5 the :
gul - registration
marriages and divorces :

Interpretation,

\

context— Bh
~ “Mubammadan Registra; =
oo ang’rgj per
rized under this Act to r gister I
and divorces. i
“ Inspector-General of Regis
_ “Inepeotor-General
Registration.”’ :
“ Registrar.” SR N
so designated and appointed
Indian Kegistration Act, 18
law for the time being
registration of docu
¢ Distriet ” mean

“ Muhammadan Registrar.”

*¢ Distriet.”

Indian Registration Ac
- Purdah-nisbeen

(0 Pui';lnh-nisheén.”_' 7 » -’

~ the country, might reason:
ppear in public,

Eimie
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. - - 8, Tt shall he lawhulfor

to .
Governor may grant licences tO an 5

7 to register. -
- Ses : s ' ~ maden, authorizing him to
: 2 : LR ; ' Muhammadan marriages and

: : , - = which have been effected withiﬁ [
: . i : specified limits, on application b
made to hlm for reglstratmn and in like

5 Governor to revoke or suspendv §
licence. :

3 3 B B =

Wlthm the same limits. :
- £ ‘ : 4, Every Muhammadan Beglslr‘
ool R 3 o : = : : e : - use a seal bea,n
y . : ; : ; toﬁ‘f‘;‘:ﬁ“dm?“"‘“‘"“ the followi
: : ‘8 , - soripiion
4 : e ' ; Persian character and language:
; ; : seal of the Muhammadan Regist

: ; . - : b, The Go‘i’ernor shall 8 pl ‘

et 0wt Mulaommadan
Registrar  the
and the books necessary for the
- < of this Act.
e : i ‘ _ The pages of such books
v » : ; consecutively numbered in p
: | : : : number of pages in each
= : : : (e ih * certified on the tltle-pageb

Muhnmmndan Regmtmr
to keep registe:s.

Book 1 —Reglster
7 : the form (A) conta_ ed
®. | _ : o thistAet i

i - Book 2.—Re
cluding those of the
in the form (B) contalned
to this Act
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fied on the above points, and not

- By the parties to the marriage joir ly
provided that if the man, or the woman,
or both, be minors, application shall
made on their behalf by their respective
lawful guardians ; and provided further
that if the woman be a pullah-nisheen
such application may be nfade on her

~behalf by her duly authorized. vakil.

If the application be for registration of

a divorce other than of the kind known

as Khula :. i A
By the man who has effected the

divoree. LR
If the application be for the registra-

tion of a divorce of the kind known as

Khula :

By the parties to the divorce jointly:
provided that if the woman be a purdah-

nisheen, such application may be made 5
on her behalf by her duly authorized
vakil, j e

9. On application being made to a
e Muhammadan Re-

Registrae. o aynidal oistrar f0r rogistids

b;gl;tmade.on ey gion under this
Act of a marriage

or divorce within one month of the + o
marriage or divorce being effected, and
not otherwise, and on payment to him of
a fee of one rupee and four annas, the

Muhammadan Registrar shall— e

(@) satisfy himself whether or not
such marriage or divorce was etfected by
the person or persons by whom it is
represented to have been effected ; LhER

' (b) satisfy himself as to the identit; B
of the persons appearing before him and
alleging that the marriage or divorce has
been effected ; :
- (e) in the case of any person appear-

Ing as representative of the man or woman

(whether he appear as guardian or vakil),

satisfy himself of the right of such

person to appear. S s

If the Muhammadan Registrar be satis-

otherwise, he shall make an entry of the
marriage cr divorce in the proper regis
ter: - 5
Provided that no such entry shall be
made otherwise than in the presence of
every person who, by section 11 of
this Act, 1s required to sign such entry,
10. Nothing in the preceding sect:
Muhammadan Registrar shall be held.
may receive gratuity. hlblt a MUhW
dan Registrar from receiving a grat
in excess of the prescribed fee of
rupee and four annas when such
is voluntarily tendered. =
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. (4) by the Muhammadan Registrar;- 2

&

4

x : under this Act shall
ety ','hom w28 e signed as fol-
‘ lows :—
If the entry be of a marriage in a
register in the form (A) contained in the
schedule to this Act— A
(1) by the parties to the marriage,
or, if either or both of them be minors,
by their lawful guardians respectively :
provided that if the woman be a purdah-
nisheen, the entry may be signed on he
behalf by her duly authorized vakil ;
(2) by two witnesses who were
present at the marriage ceremony;
: (3) in cases in which the woman is
represented by a vakil, by two witnesses
to the fact of the vakil having been duly
authorized to represent her ; - i

11. Every 'entry in a register ke

If the entry be of a diverce other than
the kind known as Khula in a register in
the from (B) contained in the schedule to
this Act— ; .-

(1) by the man who has effected the"
divorce ; : el
(2) By the witness who identifies
the man who has effected the divorce e
(3) If the man be of the Shiah sect,
by two witnesses to the divorce being
effected ; : G
(4) By the Muhammadan Registra

11 the entry be of a divorce of the
known as Khula in a register in the
(B) contained in the schedule t.
Act— =

(1) By the parties to the Khula:
provided that if the woman be a purdah-
nisheen, the entry may be signed on her
behalf by her duly authorized vakil e

(2) By the person who identifies the ‘
man ; L

(3) By the person who identifies

the woman ; LA

(4) If the application for registrat
has been made by a vakil on behalf
the woman, by two witnesses to the
of the vakil having been duly authorize
to represent her ; 5

(6) If the man bLe of the Shiah sec
by two witnesses to the divorce b
effected ; 2

(6) By the Muhammadan R

12. On completion of the r

Copies of entry to be of an
given to parties. or . d .
Mubammmadan Registrar shall d
the party who applies for it an
copy of the entry ; and for such
charge shall be made. s




bt

~in a register other than the

5 vk ¢ § 7

13. In every office in  which
| Dbk, L?E‘;tﬁiﬁ&’.ﬂig

there shall be prepared a curre
of the contents of guch register
every entry in sach index shall be
so far ag practicable, immediately
the Muhammadan'Registrar has made :
entrylany such register. gy
14> The index mentioned in the
preceding  sec
shall contain
. name, place of re
dence, and father’s name of each party
every marriage or divorce, and the d
of registration. It shall also contain such
other particulars, and shall be prepared
such form as the Governor may direct.
15, Subject to the previous paym
of the fees pre

. Partioulars to be shown
in index, -

_Index may he ingpected
and copies of entries in’
Tegisters taken. ;

Muhammadan Registrar or of the Regis
trar of the - district, and the copies of
entries in such index, which are filed in
the office of the Registrar of the dist
under the provisions of section twen
two of this Act, shall be at all times open
to inspection by any person applying to
inspect the same ; and copies of entries
any of the registers, and of the certified
copies of such entries, which are filed
the office of the Registrar of the dist
under section twenty-two of ti
shall be given to all persons ap:
such copies. i i
Such copies shall be signed and
by the Registrar-of the district or b
Mubammadan Registrar, as the
may be. : e
16, Every Registrar of a district an
; c‘ng::? for searches and “dan Regl "ral;

this Act, be entitled t
fees :— : :
For every search or permission
in any index or register under his ¢
~four annas. B e :
For every certified copy

referred to in section twelve
onesrupee; e P
17. Every Muha mad
Muhammidan  Regis o

egis-
trars to be subject to gontrol
of Distriot Hegistrar.

tendence and control of the
Whose district the office of
madan Registrar is

/
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In the town of Madras every Muham
madan Registrar shall perform the duties
of his office under the superintendence
and control of the Inspector-General of
Registration. g s

Every Registrar, and in the town of
Madras the Inspector-General of Regis-
tration, shall have authority to issue
(whether on complaint or otherwise) any
order consistent with this Aet, which he
considers necessary in respect of any act
or omigsion of any Muhammadan Regis-
trar subordinate to him. P

18. The Inspector-Geeneral of Regis-

Isnpector-General of tl_'atwn shall exer-
Registration to exercise a cise a ge_neral sup-
- general Supermtend,ence._ erintendence over

offices of all Muhammadan Registrars, and
shall have power from time to time to frame
- rules consistent_with this Act for the
guidance of the ﬂd Muhammadan Regis-
trars, and the regulation of their offices
generally. : T
19. All rules framed in accordance

Rules to be approved by A Wlth the jila,St\ PI‘G— T

Governor and publishcd in ced]ng .seqt]_on‘ghgﬂ

ek be submitted to the

Governor for approval, and after they

have been approved, they shall be pub-
lished in the official gazette, and shall then
~have the same force as if they were

inserted in this Act. : : 4
20. Every Muhammadan Regist:

Refusal to register to be g marri

" recorded, & B : A
~ divoree shall m;
an order of refusal, and record h
for such order in a book to be
that purpcse. el e
21. An appeal shall lie against an
order of a Mohammadan Registrar’s
Appeal against refusal to quing to re 1ste;
register. marrig‘ge or
to the Registrar to whom such Muham
dan Registrar is subordinate, if prese
to such Registrar within twenty days fr
the date of the order, and the Regist:
may reverse or. alter such order : an
order passed by the Registrar on a
shall be final. W
22, Every Mubamm:
shall, at the expiration of eve
Coples of nikiss o be sent  Send certi
monthly to Registar of | e
distriot, ;
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+ section 6 of this Act, and also of the
entries which have been made in the
index referred toin sections 13 and 14
of this Act, to the Registrar of the
district within which such Muhammada
Registrar has been authorized to act, and
the Registrar, on receiving such M’eﬂ, :
shall file them in his office. ; e

23. Every Muhammadan Registrar
shall keep safely each register until the
same shall be filled,
and shall then, or
earlier, if he shall leave the district or =

cease to hold a licence, make over the. .
same to the Registrar of the district for
safe custody, or to such other person as
the Registrar may direct. : Caelh

24. The Governor may from time
to time prescribe such rules as he thinks
fit, provided that

(Governor may presaiibe  guch rules be not

rules. . . = =
inconsistent  with -

any provision of this Act— ;
%‘W g the qualifications —
~$0- be r€quUITE om_persons to whom ~—
livences UTMer section 3 of this Act may
be granted; i
() for regulating the attendance of
Muhammadan Registrars at the celebra~
tion of marriages, and their remuneration
for such attendance ; e ey
(¢) for regulating the grant of
copies by Registrars and Muhammadan
Registrars; fee (- g
(@) for regulating the payment by
the Muhammadan Registrars of the cost
of the seals, forms of registers, stationery,
and any other articles which may be
supplied to them by the Govem'méx_lt,; .
(e) for regulating the application of
the fees levied by Registrars of districts
and Muhammadan Registrars under this
Act ; and : ik
(f) for regulating such other matters -
as appear to the Governor necessary to
effect the purposes of this Act. .
The Governor may from time to time
carcel or alter any such rules,
25, Every Muhammadan Regist.
: shall be, and | e
(et Tegs doomed to be, o
: - public officer, and
his duties under this Act shall be deeme
to be public duties. BiL

Registers to be given up.

ol e this Act con
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Muhammadan marriage or divorce which
would otherwise be valid ; % -

(b) render valid, by reason of its
having been registered any Muhammadan
marriage or divorce which would other-
wise be invalid ; ;

(¢) authorize the attendance of any
Muhammadan Registrar at the celbera-
g tion of a marriage, except at the request

of all the parties concerned ;
(@) affect the religion or religious

- 8

¥ - : subjects in India ;

Y20, (¢) prevent any person, who is
. unable to write, from putting his mark,
Sl instead of the signature required by this

; Act.
SCHEDULE.
(SEE Skcrions 6 Anp 11.)
Forwm (A), Boox I. : =
, Register of marriages (as preseribed by section 6 of the Act for the voluntary registration of
Muhammadan marriages and divorces).

1. Consecutive No. ~ i :

2. Name of the bridegroom and that of his father, with their respestive residences,

3. Name of the bride and that of her father, with their respective residencos. :

4. Whether the bride is a spinster, a widow, or divorced by a former hushand, and whether
she is-adult or otherwise.

5. Name of the guardian of the bridegroom (if the bridegroom be a minor) and that of the
guardian’s father, with specification of the guardian’s residence, and of the relationship in which
he stands to the bridegroom. e

6. Name of the guardian of the bride (if she be a minor) and that of his father, with
specification of his residence, and the relationship in which he stands to the bride.

7. Name of the bride’s vakil, and of his father, and their residencey, with specification of
the relationship in which the vakil stands to the hride.

8. Names of the witnesses to the due authorization of the bride’s vakil, with names of their
fathers and residences, and specification of the relationship in which they stand to the bride.

9. Date on which the marriage was contracted,— to be given according to the Fnglish style.

10. Amount of dower. ) o

11. How much of the dower is Moajjul (prompt) and how much Mowujjul (deferred).

12. Whether any portion of the dower was paid at the moment. If so, how much

13. Whether any property was given in lieu of the whole or any portion of the dower,
with specification of the same.

14. Special conditions, if any.

15. Names of village or town, and district in which the marriage took place.. :

16. Name of the person in whose house the marriage ceremony took place, and that of
his facher. 2

17. Date of resignation,—to be given according %o the Knglish style.

Horm (B), Boox 11.
Begister of divorces and Khula,

. Consccutive No. : :

. Names of the husband and of his father, and their residences,

Names of the wife and of her father, and their residences,

- Date of divorce or Khula according to the English style.

. Amount ot dower. :

. Desecription of divorce. .
. 7. Manner in which the divorce was effected and in caso of the Khula whether Khula
was acknowledged by the wife in person belore the Muhammadan Registrar.

8. Lf so, name of the party identifying her before the Muhammadan registrar, and that
of his . father, anc their residenices, with specification of the relationship which he bears o
her, if any. ; ;

9; Ifythe Khula be acknowledged before the Muhammadan registrar, by the wife’s
vakil,. his name and that of bis father, and their residences, with specification of the relation
ship which the vakil bears to the wife, if any. : S :

: 10. Names of the two witnesses to the due authorization of the wife’s vakil and those
e cir fathers, with their residences. : ,
e Om—h;‘l’_‘Names of the village or town, and distriet in which the divorse took place.

2. Name of the party in whose house the divorce took place, and of bis father.

13. Names of witnesses to the divorce or Khula, if any, the names of their fathers,
and their respective yesidenceg.‘ ; : i i

14. Name of party identifying the husband before the Muhammadan Registrar and that
of his father, and their residences. : : : ‘ B

16. Bate of registrat.ior\l,——to be given according to the English sbyle,

O OUI SO0

rites and usages of any of His Majesty’s .
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STATEMENT OF OBS-.]gGTS AND REASONS. :

In this Presidency a Muslim marriage is solemnized by a Kazi in the presence of the friends -
and relations of the contracting parties. Two men, usually the relations of the bride, obtain
her consent to the marriage and, as her vakils, communicate it to the Kazi. On the bridegroom
accopting to take the womgn unto himself as his wife he repeats a formula after the Kazi and
the latter afterwards declares the parties to have been duly married. The Kazi receives a fixed
fee from the bridegroom and often, in addition, some presents in accordance with the means of
the parties. He notes down in a book or on a piece of paper at the time of the ceremony the
names of the parties and of the vakils and the names of their respective fathers. He is supposed
to maintain a regular register of the marriages performed by him, but his book is often a Himsy
one of which no particular care is taken and which is sometimes not forthcoming when needed
for reference. . : :

A divorce and Khula is also reported to the Kazi of the locality where the party or parties -
reside, even when it is not actually effected in his presence and under his guidance, and he
registers it in his book. :

This loose system of registering marriages and divorces is capable of giving room to abuses -~
of gravest nature, and the present bill is introduced with a view to provide a better regulated
system. It is based on Act No. I of 1876 passed by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in
Council. The present Kazis and other persons who act as such and perform marriages and
register divorces shall each be given a licence by the local Government and they shall be known,
for the purpose of this Act, as Muhammadan registrars. They shall be provided, on payment
of fixed charges, with seals, printed registers and other printed forms. The registers and the
current indices will be open to inspection by the District Registrars and when completed shall be
placed in the custody ot the latter. ; :

The registration of marriages and divorces will be absolutely voluntary. It will be open to
parties to get miarried in the simple Islamic manner before any two Mussalmans and have their
marriage registered, or not registered, as they please, with the Muhammadan Registrar .of the
locality in which the ceremony took place. But the Muhammadan Registrar, when applied to,
shall be bound to register a marriage or divorce and grant a certificate subject to the provisions
of this Bill. :

N
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) Nomsg to G.0. No.  , Hour (MisoriraNEODS),
~ question that might probably rise on this point is whether the s
~* Governor-General will be required under section 79 (3) (¢) of the Act; but
~ to be clear that such sanction is not required inasmuch as clause 2 (d) of the .
L T S e R expressly says that ¢ nothing in this
i 5 Not\yery “nﬁég;23_3;18 containe}crl shall be construed t
A el S % affect the religion or religious rites an
- usages of any of His Majesty’s subjects in India.” The administrative d t
~ however, if considered necessary, consult the Advocate-General on the point. -4
4. Under rule 32 of the Business Rules the supply of printed copies of the Bill
statement, and connected papers to the members of the Legislative Council nee
‘made  only after the motion for leave to introduce the Bill 18 carried in Coun
There seems to be hdiwever no objection to place printed copies of the Bill and the
Statement of Objects and Reasons on the Council table for use in discussion on the
motion. It is for consideration whether this is necessary. ey
5. Orders are also requested as to the inclusion of the motion in the ag
‘paper,” 'The motion seems to be in‘order 1 | i 7 S e REE
* Tssued as lotter 855-1, Legislative, 23rd 6. A draft* letter of ackno
Maxrch 1918. _ ment is submitted.
: YL B—23 8218
Action has to be taken now in the administrative department c
which the papers may be transferred. =~ EEa e
: V. T. IKXRISHNAMA ACHARIYAR
| ‘R. A. Gran
feunn P[ENTLAND | —24-3-18
The file may be forwarded
; original to the Home (Miscelianc
VTK—25-3.18,  Departmentu.o. for action, a copy of the
notes - paSe— L
3 : fle~being retained in this d

_ Quite unnecessary to copy these now, I think.
Make a note and send on.

GV R 5 2l el
GSiiay glR {

V.IK—

The object of providing for a previous notice of two mon T
~ Business Rules of the Legislative Council ;instead of six days as under t!
to enable the Government of India to examine and judge before any 1

in the Legislative Council whether a Bill falls within the classes spe
79 (3) of the Government of India Aect, 1915 {paragraph 3 on pages
No. 5, L & M (Legislative), dated 6th January 1917]. A copy of the .
_ Statements of Objects and Reasons has to be forwarded to the Govern
and to the Secretary of State [paragraph 2 of letter No. 122, L& M
dated 28th August 1916, based on paragraph 5 of India’s letter dated .
1913, on page 2 of G.O. Nos. 147-148; Legislative, dated 23rd Augus
T.K.K——27-3-18. | B e
2. 1t is understood from Legislative that this is the first
recoived after the recentfamendment of rule 31 of the Busivess Rules.
from paragraph 3 of the India’s letter, dated the 4th November 1956,
to themselves the duty of deciding whether or not a particular m
the classes specified in .section 79 (3) of ‘the Government of
letter No. 61, L & M (Legislative), dated 25th July 1917 '
1L & M (Legislafive), dated 6th January 1917]. Thereist




snbm1tted No detalled remarks on the pro isions of

this Government at the present stage. India merely want coples f
_ with the Statement of Objects and Reasons and they undertake t
~ and communicate their views as to the attitude to be adopt ‘
towards the measure (vide paragraph 5 of i 5
~ Nos. 147-148, dated 23rd ‘August, 1915 and paragr ph 2 ct 1eft r N
August 1916) : :

. 'P.S.R.-f28-_3—l 8
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2 THE ACTS OF THE LIEUTENANT-GOVFRNOR [1876.

3. It shall be lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor to grant
Lisutenant-G o vie rnor 2 hcgn.se.} P B‘n:}.] i being < Mahomedan’
may grant licenses to re- authorizing him to register Mahomedan
gister. = e . 3
& marriages and divorces which have been
effected within certain specified limits, on application being made
-to him for such registration; and in like manner it shall be
lawful for the said Lieutenant-Governor to revoke or suspend

7 2

such license:

Provided that no more than two persons shall be licensed to

" exeroise the said funotions within the same limits; and provided
further that when two persons are 80 - licensed to act within the
rame limite, the one shall be 8 member of the Sunni and the

- other of the Shiah sect. {

‘4. Every Mahomedan Registrar shall use a seal bearing the
A e Reglitars following ; inseription in the Persian charao.
;- to-uso seals, ter and language : *“ The seal of the Maho-

medan Regigtrar (i _ :

5. - The Lieutenant-Govarm;r shall supply for the office of
every Mahomedan Registrar the seal and
the books necessary for the purposes of this

@overnment to provide
eeal and books;

Act.
A

The pages of such books sha§11 be consecutively numbered in

print, and the number of pages in each book shall be certified on

the title-page by the officer by w‘;hom such books are issued.
6. Every Mahomedan Registrar shall keep up the following

5 ks :
Msahomedan Registrar register bopks
to keep registers.

form (A) contained in the sohedii}e to this Aoct.

Book 2—Register of divor E other than those of the kind
known ag Khula, in the form (;T contained in the schedule to
thig Act. 1 :

Book 3—Register of divorces of the kind knowr. as Khula, in
the form (C) contained in the schedule to this Act.

g

S

Book 1—Register of marxigges in the -

//'A 7
L

ADTLL] - ‘BEN 4 .
] - OF..BENGAL IN COUNCIL. 3
7. A} entriesin e.ﬂoh register prescribed by the last preced-
Eatries to be numbered, 8 860tion shall be numbered in & consec-

ciy utive series, which ghall commence and
tern.nnz'ﬁe with the year, a fresh series being commenced at the
beginning of each year. : Ey

8. Every application for registration under this Act shall
T %gnliegtiona b o be made to the Mahomedan Registrar orally
: gl ST as follows : —

s 0 g

If the appliza‘ion te for the registration of a marriage :

By the parties to the marriage jointly : provided that if the
mapl,] qr the woman, or both, be minors, application shall be made
:n ‘t oir 'behajlf by their respective law{ul guardians ; and provided

urther that 1f the woman be a purdah-nisheen, such application
may be made on her behalf by her duly authorized vakil,

It the application be for reyi ! ]
: yistration of a divorce other
hind known as Khula : g

By the man who has effected the divoree,

If the appiseation be 7, 7 1 7
Jor the registratlion o d ] ¢
known as Khulg : . e e

By the parties to the divorce jointly: provided that if the
woman be a purdah-nisheen, suoh application may be made on
her behalf by her duly authorized vakil, |

9. On application being made to a Mahomedan Registrar
s for registration under this Aot of a marriage
{L;%zgst::;d:n spplicaion  or divorce ‘within one month of the
e marriage or divorce being effocted, and not
otherwise, and on payment to him of a fee of one rupee, the
Mahomedan Registrar shall — ‘
: (a) satisfy himself whether or not such marriage or divorce
was effeoted by the person or persons by whom it is
represented to have been effected ;

(6) satisfy himgelf as to the identity of the persons appear-

iu.g befor: him and alleéing that the marriage or
divorce has been effected ;

T o T P
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t THE ACIS OF THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR [1876.

(¢) in the case of any person appearing as representative of
the man or woman (whether he appear as guardian or
vakil), satisfy himself of the right of such person to
appear.

If the Mahomedan Registrar be satisfied on the above points,
and not otherwise, he shall make an entry of the marriage %

divorce in the proper register : -
Provided that no such entry shall be made otherwise than in

the presence of every person who, by section eleven of this Act, is :

required to sign such entry.
10. Nothing in the preceding section shall be held to prohibit

2 a Mahomedan Registrar from receiving &
mfgiﬁ:‘:&;’“&ﬁ?s = gratuity in excess of the presoribod fee of
one rupee, when such gratuity is voluntarily tendered. :

T et b 11. Every entry in a register kept
signeds under this Act shall be signed as follows:~-

If the entry be of a marriage in a register in the form (4) con-

tained in the Schedule to this Act-— 5

(1) By the parties to the ma.rnage, or, if either or both of
them be minors, by their lawful guardians respectively *
provided that if the woman be a purdah-nisheen, the
entry may be signed on her behalf by her duly autho-
rized vakil 3 !

(2) By two witnesses who were present at the marriage
ceremony :

(8) In cases in which the womau is represented by a vakil, by
two witnesses to the fact of the vakil baving been duly
authorized to represent her:

(4) By the Mahomedan Reglstra.r

If the entry be of a divorce other- than the kind known as Khula

in a register in the form (B) conéamed in the Schedule to this Act—

(1) By the.man who has effected the divorce:

(2) By the witness who 1de%t1ﬁes the man who has effected
the divoree :

(3) If the man be of the Shiah geot, by two witnesses to the
divorce being effected :—

(4) By the Mahomedan Registrar.

i

— i e = o~
g}} ( e
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If the entrycbe of a divorce of the kinl known as Khula in a

register in the form (C) contained in the Scheduls to this Act—

(1) By the parties to the Khula : provided that if the woman
be a purdah-nisheen, the entry may be signed on her
behalf by her duly authorized vakil :

(2) By the person who identifies the man :

(3) By the person who identifies the woman :

(4) If the application for registration hes been made by avakil
on behalf of the woman, by two witnesses to the faot of
the vakil having been duly authorized to represent her ¢

(6) If the man be of the Shiah sect, by two witnesses to the
divorce being effected :

(6) By the Mahomedan Registrar.

12. On completion of the registration of any marriage or
Copies of entry to be diV0rce, the Mahomedan Registrar shall
Eifemc raRees deliver to each of the applicants for regis-
tration an attested copy of the entry ; and for such copy no charge
shall be made.

13. In every office in which any register hereinbefore men-
tioned is kept, there shall be prepared a
current index of the contents of such
register ; and every entry in such index shall be made, so far as
practicable, immediately afterthe Mahomedan Registrar has made
an entry in any such register.

Index to be kept up.

14 The index mentioned in the last preceding section shall
Particulars to be chown  c0Dtain the name, place of residence, and
igrdey father’s name of each party to every mar-
riage or divorce, and the date of registration. It shall also econ-
tain such other partioulars, and shall be prepared in such form as
the Lieutenant-Governor may direct,
15. Subject to the previons payment of the fees prescribed,
el s A0 the index, whether it be in the office of the
and copies of entries in Mahomedan Registrar or of the Registrar
St of the district, and the copies of entries
in such index, which are filed in the office of the Registrar of the
distriet under the provisions of seotion_ twenty-two of this Adt,

o
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6 . THE ACTS OF THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR [1876.

shall be at;all times open to inspection by any person applying to’

inspect the same ; and copies of entiies in any of the registers,
and of the certified copies of such entries, which are filed in the
cffice of the Registrar of the district under seclion twenty-two of
this Act, shall be given to all persons applying for such copies.

Such copies shall be signed and sealed by the Registrar of the
district or by the Mahomedan Registrar, as the case may be.

16. Every Registrar of a district and every Mahomedan

P o Dieatind Registrar shall, for the purposes of this Act,
copies be entitled to levy the following fees:—

For every search or permission to search in any index or regis-
ter under his charge—four annas.

For every certified copy of any entry in a register other than
the fizst copy referred to in scction twelve of this Act—one rupee.
~ 17. Every Mahomedan Registrar shall perform the duties

Mo b of his office under tl‘w supfarint.endence‘ m'ld
to be subject to cuntrol of  gontrol of the Registrar in whose distrie
Wbl T the office of such Mahomedan Registrar is
situate. :

In the town of Caleutta every Mahcmedan Registar shall
perform the duties of bis office under the superintendence and
control of the Inspector-General of Registiation.

Every Registrar, and in the town of Celeutta the Inspector-
General of Registration, shall have authority to issue (whether on
coh)plaint or otherwise) any order consistent with this Act, which
he considers necessary in respect of any act or omission of any
Mahomedan Registrar subordinate to him.

18. The Inspector-General of Kegistration shall exercise
a general superintendence over offices of all
Mahomedan Registrars, and shall have
power from time to time to frame 1ules
consistent with this Ast for the guidance of the said Mahomedan
Registrars, end the regulation of their oilices generally.

19. All rules fiamed in accordance with the last preceding
; section shall be submitted to the Lieutcnant-
Governor for approval, and afcer they have
been apjroved, they shall be publishedin

Inspector-General of Re-
gistration to exercise a
general superintendence.

Rules to be approved by
Lieutenant-Governor and
published in Gazette.

¥
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the official Guzette, and shall theu have the same foerce as if they
were inserted in this Act.

20. Every Mahomedan Registrar refusing to register a mar-
Refusal to register tobe  F188© Or divorce shall make an order of

recorded. refusal, and record his reasons for such
order in & book to be kept for that purpase.

21. An appeal shall lie against an order of a .Mahomedan
Registrar refusing to register a marriage or
divorce to the Registrar to whom such
Mahowmedan Registrar is subordinate, if presented to such
Registrar within twenty days from the date of the order, and
the Registrar may reverse or alter such order ; and the order passed
by the Registrar on appeal shall be final.

22. Every Mahomedan Registrar shall, at the expiiation
SR of eYery month, rend certified copies of all
sent monthly to Registrar _entries made by hin during the month in
the registers mentioned in section six of
this Act, and also of the entries which have been made in the
index referred to in sections thirteen and fourteen of this Adt, to
the Registrar of the district within which such Mahomedan
Registrar has been authorized to act, and the Registrar, on.receiv-
ing suoh copies, shall file them in his office.

23. Every Mahomedan Registrar shall keep safely each
register until the same shall be filled, and
shall then, or earlier, if he shall leave the
district or cease to hold a license, make over the same to the
Registrar of the district for safe custody, or to such other person
as the Registrar may direot. :

24. The Lioutenant-Governor may from time to time pre-
seribe such rules as he thinks fit, provided
that such rules be not inconsistent with any
provision of this Aot—

Appeal against refusal
to register.

Registers to be given up,

Lieutenant-Governor
may presoribe rules,

(a) for determining the qualifications to be require;i from
persons to whom licenses under section three of this
Aot may be granted ;

At
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8 THE ACTS OF THE LIEUTENANI-GOVERNOR [1876.

(6) for regulating the attendance of Mahomedan Registrars
at the celebration of marriages, and their remuneration
for such attendance;

(¢) for regulating the grant of copies by Registrars and
Mahomedan Registrars ;

{d) for regulating the payment by the Mahomedan Registrars
of the cost of the seals, forms of registers, stationery,
and any other articles which may be supplied to them
by the Government ;

{¢) for regulating the application of the fees levied by Regis-
trars of districts a#d Mahomedan Registrars under this
Act ; and ¥

(f) for regulating such other matters as appear to the Lieuten-
ant- Governor neo;eg‘sa.ry‘ to effect the purposes of this
Act. i ,
The Lieutenant-Governor may from time to time cancel or
alter any such rules.
95. Every Mahomedan Registrar shall be, and be deemed
to be, a publie officer, and his duties under

Mahomedan Registrar :
this Aot shall be deemed to be publio

to be a public officer.

duties. |
: 26. Nothing in this Act contained
R ek shall be construed to—

(a) render invalid, merely by reason of its not having been
~ registered, any Mahomedan marriage or divorce which
would otherwise be valid ;

(3) render valid, by reason of its having been registered, any
Mahomedan marriage or divorce which would otherwise
be invalid ;

(¢) suthorize the attendance of any Mahomedan Registrar at
the celebration of 8 marriage, except at the request of
all the parties concerned ;

(d) affect the religion or religious rites and usages of any of
Her Majesty’s subjects in India;

(s) prevent any person, who is unable to write, from putting
bis mark, instead of the signature required by this Act.

I, N
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SCHEDULE,

(8ee Sections 6 and 11.)
Form (A), Book I.
Register of marriages (a8 prescribed by section 6 of the Act for
the voluntar y registration of Mahomedan marriages and divorzes)
1. Consecutive No. : -

2. Name of the bridegroom and that of his father, with their
respective residenges.

3. Name of the bride and that of her father, with their
respective residences. :

4. Whether the bride is a spinster, a widow, or divorced by a
former husband, and whether she is adult or otherwise.

5.* Name of the guardian of the bridegroom (if the bride-
groom be a minor) and that of the guardian’s father, with
specification of the guardian’s residence, and of the relationship
ia-which he stands to the bridegroom. ;

6.* Nameofthe guardian of the bride (if shebe a minor)
and that of his father, with specification of his residence, and the
relationship in which-he stands to the bride.

7.t Name of the.bride’s vakil, and of his father, and their
residences, with specification of the relationship in which the
vakil stands to the bride. .

8.f Names of the witnesses to the due authorization of the
bride’s vakil, with names of their fathers and residences, and
specification of the relationship in which they stand to the bride.

9. Date on which the marriage was contracted,—to be given

acoording to the English style and according to the era’ ourrent
in the district. .

10. Amount of dower,

11. How much of the dower i iiul (r
much Mownjjul (deferred). e (Prompt) Wi

12. Whether any portion of the dower was paid at the
moment. If so, how much ?

18. Whether any property was given in lieu of the whole or
any portion of the dower, with specification of the same.

. ® These columns will be blank if the brid i i
Lt oy o if the bride and bridegroom respectively are not repre-

+ These columns will be blank when the bride is not represented by a vakil,

&
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14. Special conditions, if any. e o
15 Nx;mes of village or town, police jurisdiotion, and distriot
in which the marriage took place. :
E “;610 Name of the person in whose house ﬁhe marriage ceremony
took place, and that of his father. :
1$ Date of registration, to be given according to the English

8(ty19- : ForM (B), Boox II. _

~_Register of divorces other than those of the kind Fnown as KEhula

- (prescribed by section 6 of the Act for the voluntary regisiration
~ 'of Mahomedan marriages and divorces).
1. Consecutive No. . EE :
9. Names of the husbend and of his father, and their
resu«};noe];-ames of the wife and of her father, and their residlenoes.‘d
4. Date of divoroé—_-agoordi\ngn bo -the English style an
acoording to the era current in the d1z rict.
5. Description of divorce. G
i i i : ffeated.
. Manner in which the divorckayas etiected. -~
'? N:;es of the! village or town, police jurisdiction, and
istrict in which the divorce took place. G :
dmtgmt 113;‘;3 of the party in Wwhose house the divorce took place,
“and of his father. : _
i 9. Names of witnesses to the divorce, if any, the names of
: i idences.
their fathers, and their respective resi .
: 10 Na;ne of party identifying the husband. bef?xe the
Mahor;ledan Registrar and that of his father, and their resldenct?s.
11. Date of registration,—tobe given aocording to the English

style.

Forx (C), Boox IIL.

: g
Register of divorces of the kind known as Khula (prescribed by section

6 of the Act for the voluntary registration of Mahomedan mar-
riages and divo}ces).
1155 Conseoutivé No. : .
9. Name of the husband and that of his fa.ther,‘ and their
residences. : . P

Act 1.] OF BENGAL IN COUNOIL. 11

3. Name of the wife and that of her father, and their
residences. '

4. Date of Khuls—according tothe English style and accord-
ing to the era current in the distriot.

5. Amount of dower.

6. Whether K/ula was acknowledged by the wife in
before the Mahomedan Registrar.

7. If so, name of the party identifying her before the Maho-
medan Registrar, and that of his father, and their residences, with
speoification of the relationship which he bears to her, if any.

8.% 1If the Khula be acknowledged before the Mahomedan
Registrar by the wife’s vakil, his name and that of his father, and
their residences, with specification of the relationship which the
vakil bears to the wife, if any.

9. Names of the two witnesses to the due authorization of the
wife’s vakil and those of their fathers, with their residences.

10. Neme of village or town, police jurisdiction, and district
where the K/ula took place.

11. Name of the person in whose house the Kiula took place,
and that of his father.

12. Names of the witnesses, if any, to the divorce being
affected, the names of their fathers, and their residences.

13. Name of the person identifying the husband, and that of
his father, and their residences.

14.- Date of registration, to be given in the English style.

person

4

* This column will be blank if the woman is not represented by a vakil.
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