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, ¢ Planters Labour Act, 1903 A :
Recording reports from the District Magistrates of Malabar and The Nilgiris on the working

of the — during the year 1917.

; : Reap—the following papers :— N
. I ]

» : : - Letter—from F. B. Evaxs, Hsq., I.C.S., District Magistrate of Malabar, -

: j : : To—tke Secretary to Government, Home (Miscellaneous) Department.
s LA S : : / : ' Dated—Calicut, the 12th February 1918, ‘
s T 0 No—D. 352/M. :

I have the hononr to submit my report on the working of the Planters Labour
Act T of 1903 in the Wynad in 1917. ik, e IR AT
; 2. The number of cases instituted during the ‘year was 13 per cent less than
the number instituted in 1916. No special reason can be assigned for the decrease.
: i s v : The following statement gives comparative figures for cases instituted under the '
R ; S T various sections of the Actin 1916 and 1917 :— : A L
\ £ 5 - ean e i - - . . . & R = T i -_— B L TR e —_s—p .

,]. o : s : : o : : ‘ 5 Section 21.', Section 24. | Section 30. l Section 36., Total.

Ve

| 1916 | 1917 | 1916 | 1917 | 1916 1917’ 1916 | 1917 , 1916 l 1917

. : : : ——

t : i : s ; : : 2 Tahsildar-Magistrate, Wynad.| .. A T e 5 2 o5 B
: 2 : : ; : : : i b North Wynad { Sarishtadar-Magistrate, Wy-| .. & R e GV R D T o 183189

s ; nad. 4
| {68 ; Sub-Magistrate, Wynad P ey P 232 | 195 | 954 | 862 8 111,195 1,058
& South Wynad S i 266 | 217 [1,114 ¢ 979 | -8 1,378 | 1,197

£ ¥ ; z S i P R o } g KAl ——_ﬁ——_-.'ﬁ_’___h\
: : : S e e | SR ; - 3. One case was pending at the close of the year 1916 under section 86. This
; o hor R il o LI SV and the one case instituted during the year under the same section ended in the
T o il : e SR e e 3 acquittal of the accused. Under sections 24 and 30 of the Act, 91 and 302 persons.
: h o es e G A BRG BEL e [ I respectively were convicted and 32 and 232 persons respectively were acquitted.
4. Including those brought from the special register 25 cases came up for dis-
posal under section 24 in the Sarishtadar-Magistrate’s Court, Wynad. Of these 12
: ;é ! _ cases were brought by Huropean Planters and the rest by Indians. Two-hundred and
£ oy - sixty-five cases were filed in the Vayitiri Sub-Magistrate’s Court under the same seetion.
: Of these the complainants in 47 cases were Indians and the rest Europeans. * Of the
i . 117 cases which were instituted under section 30 in the Sarishtadar-Magistrate’s Court
=% ' “42 cases were filed by the Superintendents of Buropean Estates, 38 by Indian pro-
) - prietors and the rest by maistris. Of 913 cases instituted under the same section
: in the Sub-Magistrate’s Court, Vayitiri, 68 cases were filed by Indian planters and
/ ! the rest by the maistris of European estates. - " : .
In South Wynad 25 estates resorted to the provisions of the Act as against 27
in 1916. Perrengodda, Touramala and Arapette estates launched the largest number
of prosecutions being responsible in all for 337 cases. ! o ;
Coolies generally have been well treated. No undue pressure appears to have been
breught to bear on them. They have been adequately paid and well housed. Ade-
quate medical assistance was given wherever required. The tea companies of South
Wynad have an efficient medical association. There are hospitals: on ten estates
- under the Meppadi Wynad Tea Company and the East Indian Tea Produce Company.

‘ e e ; S| The Panora Tea and Produce Company’s estates miaintain two hospitals.
; LR ; The execution of warrants against muistris and coolies still continues to be a
matter of diffieulty. Out of 1,197 cases instituted during the year the accused could
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not be traced in 521 cases, i.e., in about 43 per cent of the cases. The coolies in most
of these cases are said to have absconded to estates in Travancore, - Cochin and
Miysore.

On the whole, the Act worked satisfactorily. The prescribed statements are
-attached.

BNcLOSURES :
@) $

‘Btatement showing the number of cases received and disposed of and pending and the
results of the trials under the Planters’ Labour Act I of 1903 in the several Courts

of the Wynad division for the year 1917. L)
Cases Persons.
§ % é’ 8% é’ b - Disposed of Pending.
- Heg =N} =} ‘DB @ 8 ‘ 1 '
S E £ [§5388| & 3 8 .
o £ = =) e = H@ | .= P~
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Subdivisional Magis- 24 1 1| 1 transferred. 5 2% o S 1
trate’s Court,
Wynad
Tahsildar-Magistrate’s * s A o 4 o .. 53 o 50 5 o
Court, Wynad.
Barishtadar- Magis- 24 3 22 25 20 5 | 521 15 19 2 L 1
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Total s i 405 | 1,128 | 1,533 | 1,148 386 e 576 206 559 oo o 11

(a) Inoludes 85 cases treated as long pending.
(6) Includes 70 cases taken from the Special Registers of long pending cases.
(¢) Includes 486 cases treated as long pending.

(2)

Statement showing particulars of acquittals in cases under the Madras Planters Labour Act
I of 1903 during the year 1917 in the several courts in the Wynad division.

B Particulars of acyuittal.
Section 245, | Section 247, | Bection 248, | Section 40 of Total
P Criminal Criminal Criminal | Act I of 1903| acquittals. ®
Name of Courts. 8‘; oz é’ Procedure | Procedure | Procedure
o Act. Code. Code. Code.
Sl e g il 5 e bl s e
2 = S = & = = = = =
Subdivisional Magistrate’s Court,
na o 5 3 o g o
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Wynad .. S o . 5 . 4 s o
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(3)

Statement showing the number of cases and persons received and disposed of and pending and'
the results of trials under Act I of 1903 in the several courts of the Wynad division
during the year 1917. ] .

| Cages. Persons.
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i S 2°'8 8 AR
' B 2 2 ,
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Vayitiri.
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|
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Letter—fyrom A. R. Cumumine, Hsq., I.C.8., District Magistrate, The Nilgiris. . -
To—the Secretary to Government, Home (Miscellaneous) Depattment.
Dated—O otacamund, the 15th February 1918. ‘

No.—D. Dis. 64-M. &

I have the honour to submit my report on the working of the Planters Labour:
Act, 1903, for the year 1917, accompanied by the prescribed statements which
explain themselves. ; ‘ :

2. The total number of prosecutions instituted under the Aect fell from 2,371 to-
1,733. The fall is particularly noticeable in the courts of the Taluk Magistrate,
Coonoor and the Sarishtadar-Magistrate, Gudalur and is attributable to the fact that
the Stationary Sub-Magistrate,” Coonoor and the Taluk Magistrate, Gudalur, were
exercising third-class powers for some time in 1916 and that cases already filed in
their courts had in consequence to be transferred to the courts of the Taluk

“Magistrate, Coonoor and the Sarishtadar-Magistrate, Gudalur. These cases were:
subsequently re-transferred to the files of the Stationary Sub-Magistrate, Coonoor.
and Taluk Magistrate, Gudalur, when they were invested with second-class powers :
they thus appeared twice over in the returns for 1916 and this fact accounts for the
difference in the number of cases instituted during 1917 as compared with 1916.

3. Ninety estates resorted to the provisions of the Aet against 108 in the
previous year. As usual the bulk of the cases was contributed by estates in the-
Gudalur taluk. Nineteen estates instituted over twenty-five prosecutions against
twenty-four estates in 1916. = Davershola launched the largest number of prosecutions,
viz., 223 or 31 more than in the previous year. S

4. There is reason to believe that coolies generally were well treated during the
year under report as no complaints to the contrary were received. Except for the
difficulty experienced in apprehending accused persons and the consequent protracted
nature of proceedings taken under the Act, the Aet may be said to have worked
satisfactorily during the year. :




‘Statement No. I.—Comparative statement showing the
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number of cases instituted in the several

courts of the district under the several sections of Act I of 1903, Madras, during the

years 1916 and 1917.

Names of court.

Section of the Aot.

N
-]

| =
|

1916
1917
1016
1917
1917,

‘Taluk Magistrate, Coonoor .. 5
i ot

()otacamund 5

Do. Gudalur .. 5
Stationary Sub-Magistrate, Coonoor

“Barishtadar Magistrate, Gudj:;xlur 5

Total .

OJICA:'

2 35 36 Total.
O || S | = = S [ | S| < ~
Bl e g e

o6 26 i S %80 31

o 95| | % e 105 99

3 965 6 6 .. | 1,048| 1,028

391 .. 5 414 408

166 aes 5 624 167

1,633 6 . 2,371} 1,733

Statement No. II.—List of estates from which more than 25 prosecutions were filed in

Ualuk and name of estate.

.Coonoor—
1. Cleveland

2. Lower Taimalai

«Gudalur—

v 3. Kalliyard

. Moyar ...
Suffolk ...
Folen: St
Glenvans

. Lanriston

. Devarshola
10. Mango Range

© 0 N> S

11. Periyashola

12. Guynd ...
3. Kellytde. .
14. Hope 5.

15. Mayfield ...
16. Seaforth...
17. Wentworth °
18. Sussex ...
19. Woodbriar

the year 1917 in the Nilgiri district.

Number of
prosecu-
tions.

Increase or
decrease as
compared
with the
year 1916

30 1 Not dealt with in

26
b))

cl

37
27

- 30

43

223
29

72
28
30
85

110

29
65
39
27

-

ol

the year 1916.

il

Not dealt with in
1916.

12

30

29

38

— 86

16
13

21
4 O
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Statement No. V -—Partlculars of sentences passed in cases brought by planters against maistris

under section 24 of the Madras Planters Labour Act, 1903, and resulting in conviction in
the Nilgiri district during the year 1917

Number ! )
Name of Court. of convio- Particulars of punishments.

tions.

(Two senteneed to one month’s ngorous Impri-

| sonment each.

; Taluk Magistrate, Coenoor One sentenced to three weeks’ rigorous Impri--

sonment and to pay a fine of Rs. 20 in
(L defanlt to five days’ rigorous imprisonment.

One sentenced to two months’ ngorous impri--

Stationary  Sub-Magistrate, 3 sonment.
Coonoor. Two sentenced to three months’ rlgorous impri-

sonment each.
(One sentenced to 81x weeks’ rigorous imprison-
ment.
Two sentenced to four weeks’ rigorous 1mpr1r
l' sonment.
: One sentenced to one and a half months’ ngor-
. £ ous imprisonment.
']?aluk e ate, G'rudatur B i One sentenced to thirty days’ rigorous imprison--
ment.
One fined Rs. 50 in default to thirty days”
rigorous imprisonment in all.
One sentenced to ten days rigorous imprison~-
( ment.

; ()

Statement No. V.—Talukwar list of cases instituted under the Madras Planters Labour Act
: I of 1903 during 1917.

Number of
estates in = Number
Taluk and Court. . which of prose-
; prosecutions  cutions.
arose.

Coonoor

Taluk Magistrate, Coonoor ... ; i 8 31
Stationary Sub-Magistrate ... 27 408

35 439

Ootacamund ... Taluk Magistrate, Ootacamund .. b 99

Gu dalnr { Taluk Magistrate, Gudalar... ...

Sanshtadar-Magmtrate e
Total
Grand total

Order—No. 3382, Home (Miscellaneous), dated 3rd April 1918.
Recorded.

(True extract)

L. D. Swamikanyu,
Acting Secretary to Governmmt

To the District Magistrate, Malabar.
5 The Nilgiris.
L Inepeotor-Geneml of Police.
Secretary, United Planters Association of Southern India.
lrmd Planters Association. :

»
1)

Editors’ Tab]e.
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3. Pendency of cases.—The number of cases undér sections 24 and 30 of the
Act for disposal during the last four years and the number of cases disposed of are
igiven below:— :

~ Seotion 2¢. Section 30.
Yé"' 3 g Percentage of : i Percentage of
Bh ; For disposal. | Disposed of. | =~ dispomf‘. For disposal. stposgd of. disposal.
| The Nilgiris. ‘ ‘ : Y : ;
ST OTE RS A S 115 ‘ 69 P BT R L I
FOTb e 127 e Gl eaiel e HON072 1,360 £ n8e
S1OTE % 34 A 208 169 33 . 25910 1,962. 67
1E iR P 55 125 83 664 2,681 1,660 64
Malabar. ‘ :

1914 2. St itae 419 288 69 1,269 613 48
9L Lt S o 330 248 75 1,306 915 70
1916 ... 5 25 852 . . AR s 84 1,622 1,152 76
BORTEL. A 30 290 224 77 12605 1,059 8¢

The percentage of disposal of cases under both the sections in the Nilgiris and
under section 24 in the Malabar district has declined during the year 1917 as com-
‘pared with the previous year while that under section 30 in the Malabar district
‘shows a good progress. No remarks are called for. ’ o

4. Number of acquittals and discharges—The following statement shows the total
number of persons dealt with in the two distriets under sections 24 and 30 during
the last two years with the number of discharges and convietions :—

4 b
Section of the Act. 2 ‘ Year. pg':g‘:;il?:%e:{‘u Ad?%:tlx?:‘g]::r { Convictions. izﬁ:gﬁgs:f

SRR The Nilgiris.
Section 24 S Tob | B
Section 30 L 3 { 1017 g,gsclsg ;:3‘% it s
: . Malabar. ; Tl ] : 7
Sections 24 and 30 .. S 54 { }gﬁ g é?g 332 " ggg 6462,‘2

; !

Tt will be seen that while the percentage of convictions continued to be low in
‘the Nilgiris, it continued to be high in the Malabar district. ;

5. Euvecution of warrants against maisiris and coolies.—The District Magistrate
of Malabar reports that the execution of warrants against maistris and coolies still
_continnes to be a matter of difficulty. He states that in about 43 per cent of the
cases the accused could not be traced. It was recently brought to the notice of
Government that a number of cases occurred in North Malabar in which certain
planters certified that warrantees under the Act were not on their estates though as
‘2 matter of fact they were there and that they gave the police certificates which were
either deliberately “incorrect or carelessly inaccurate. Mr. Evans has been asked to
institute inquiries in the matter. :

‘ 6. 1he District Magistrates report that the Act worked satisfactorily. One

special feature brought to notice is about the adequate medical relief said to have

been provided by planters in South Wynad. :
7. The reports may be recorded. A draft order is submitted for approval.
T.C.N.—23-3-18. ‘ ; :
P.S.R.—27-3-18.

There is mothing of special note except the extraordinary discrepancy between
‘Malabar and the Nilgiris in the matter of convictions 64 per cent as against 14 per

-cent. : :
C. H. BrowNn—28-3-18.

L. D. SwaMixkannv—30-3-18.

H. F. W. G[runman |—1-4-18.

L.D.S.—3-4-18.

| G.0. No. 332, Home (Miscellaneous), dated 3rd April 1918. ]
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1 have the honour fo submit my. report on th& workmg ,of the Planterg Labour
" Act I of 1903 in the Wynad in 1917.

the number instituted in 1916. 'No spegial reason can be asmgned for” the decrease.

The ﬂmllovnng statement gives compumtlverﬁglires i'or eases mstltu ér‘the
various gections of the Act in 1916 and 1917 :— te(’ }md :

¥

| ; ‘I ! ! 7 i .
Letier—from Bi{B. Evms, Esq., /I.C. S?, DlsMggMaglsham of Madgba.r:

llaneous) Del}artment
Dated—CQalicut, the 12th Febmary 19’18
No.—D. 352/M 28

number of cases instituted durmg the year was 5§13/ per cent“leésfthan

TEIT .
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Section 21. J seér;gn 2. Sechon 30. | Seohon 36. | T})m

1916 1917“."1{;1,9,; 1917 19;55, ‘191'7. 1?99 1917 ,3’1916 '1911

I

o

Bouth Wynud

hsx]du-Maglstmte. .Wyna.d. e e B R br M
e‘headan-Magmtrato, Wy-| o seif 1280 92 ) 180 [ 17 183 139
Bub-Magxstmto Wynad AE O | 23‘19 ‘195 - 954 | s62 1195 |1.058
RN 217.},111 979 | 1,378 1::91
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acquittal of

- posal under

Of these the

prietors and

Coolies g
brought to

~ and the one case instituted during th gg&‘ufq&éﬁ* the samie section ended in the
i

- respectively were convicted and 32 and 232 persons respectively were aoqultted
n 4. ]ncludmg those - bmught from tl}:e cml Irggister'_gg caaeg cam gfor dis-

Court,
- cases were brought by European Planters and the rest b'y"‘%“ lians.
sixty-five cases were filed in the’ Vayitiri Sub-Magistrate’s Court under the same seetion.

117¢:ases which were instituted undei:ect«mn 30
42 cases were filed by the Supemn

i the Sub-Mag;strate’s Court, Vayitiri, 68 »
~ the rest by the maistris of European estates. * ~
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not be traced in 521 cases, i.e., in about 43 per cent of the cases. The coolies in most
said to haye absconded to estates in Travancore,

of these cases are
Mysore.
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_ Lelter—iyom A. R. Cumming, Hsq., I.C.8., District Ma isﬁrate?i;ilgé N gt i
To—the Secretary to Government, ﬁd_me (Miscellé,i_l_eousg) .Depa;:t bt ‘,‘llglrls.

Dated—Ootacamund, the 15th February 1918. Aloftud @
No.—D. Dis. 64-M. : AT L e

T have the honotr to submit my report on the working of the Pl Lr«}"i‘éi‘s’ Labour %
Act, 1903, for the year 1917, ‘accompanied by the preseribed istater o
explain thémselves. il | : 4 b i i prescnbed st”erameﬂts which (f
2. The total number of prosecutions instituted under the Act fell from
1,783. Thefall is particularly noticeable in the courts of tfg t’]jlfa, fuliq?ﬁéjz,iin]é’czo
Coonoor and the Sarishtadar-Magistrate, Gudalur and is attributable to the fact that
the . Stationary Sub-Magistrate; Coonoor and the Taluk Magistrate;; Gudalur, were
exercising third-elass, powers for some..time in 1916 and that cases''dlréady flled in
¢ their courts had in: consequence to be transferred to the ’poﬁi"ffé{ of,' the Taluk
Magistrate, Coonoor ‘and the-Barishtadar-Magistrate, Gudalur. “These. cases were
subsequent]y"'rg-traﬁsferred to the files'of the Stationary”Sub-Magis; r';i}t’é{"fpoonoor
and Taluk Magistrate, Gudalur, when they were invested with second-class powers :
they thus appeared twice over in the returns for 1916 and this fact accounts fo the *
difference in the number of cases instituted during 1917 as compared with 1916, 5

3. Ninety estates resorted to the provisions of the Act against 108 in the
previous year. ' As usual the bulkof the cases was contributed by estates in the "
Gudalur taluk. Nineteen estates  instituted over twenty-five prosecutions against
tv_venty-four estates in 1916. Davershola launched the lhrgest number of prosécutions
viz., 223 or 31 more than in the previous year. !

4. There is reason to believe that coolies generally were Wéﬂ treated duriﬁg the
year under report as no complamt.s to the contrary were received. Except for the
d1if1eul’cyf expenegped u: al,(pprehegdl_nghaccused persons and the consequent protracted
nature of proceedings taken under the Act, the Aet may be said
satisfactorily during the year. b Y be sud fo haye Workeq
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eotion 24 of the Madrag Planters
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r N j ] 1

pLa ssed in. cqsee brought by planﬁrs agamst xgtudtns
bour Act, .1903 and resultmg in centhron in
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___ Number : gt o
.« ofconvio- = Particulars o! pumshmentl.
< tioms,: * ',UW Joga

Pt sonment. }

18 Two sentenced to one month’s ng@roua impri-
R '| sonment each. |
3 One sentenced to three weeks ngorons lmpn-
7 1 sonment and to pay a fine of Rs. 20 in

L default to five days’ rigorous 1mpnsonment [
One sentenced to two months rigorous impri-

Two sentenced to three montbs ngorous nnpn-
| sonment each. -

(One senteneed to six weoks’ ngorous 1mpnson-
ment.
| Two senteneed to four weeks’ mgorons mpn-
sonment. . -
One senteneed to one and a half months’ rlgor-
i ous imprisonme
3 One sentenced to {];n'by daya Angorous mpmon/-
ment
One_ fined Rs. 50 in default to thirty days’
| rigorous lmpnsonment inall. . |
‘One_sentenced to ten days rigorous unpnson-
12 ment G
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(5) |
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| Grand total s 80

Recorded

(Tme extract)

To tho Distriet Mngutrate, Malabar.
Inapeotor-Geneml of Pohoe.

L. D. Swmmmﬁv,
' Acling Secretary to Government.

Secxetary United Planters Associafion of Southern Intimr
W i

ed Planters Association.
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2 Nores o G.0. No. 332, Hour (MIscELLANRODS),
The percentage of disposal of cases under both the sections in the N: g
under section 24 in the Malabar district has declined during the year 1917
~pared with the previous year while that under seetion 30 in the Malabar
shows a good progress. No remarks are called for. o ot :
. 4. Number of acquittals and discharges.—The following statement shows the tota
number of persons dealt with in the two districts under sections 24 and 30 dur
the last two years with the number of discharges and convictions :—

 Number of

. g e Acquittals or | ~ . ..
Bection of the Act. Iear.. . pers;?:hd@t “discharges. .Convmtmns.

The Nilgiris. G el _ e (oo (e
Sedly e S 1916 169 o7 0g, st
Poetipnics { 1917 Ll gad ol e
; ‘ 1916 2,265 104 7 T
Bestion g0 el R 2,818 b dnees A e
Malabar. ; i i
{ 1916 186 248 b3

Sections 24 and 30 .. foly o74 B i s i

It will be seen that while the percentage of convictions continued to b low
the Nilgiris, it continued to be high in the Malabar district. R AR
5. Bzecution of warrants against maistris and coolies.—The District Magist
of Malabar reports that the execution of warrants against maistris and
continues to be a martter of difficulty. He states that in about 4 pe
cases the accused could not be traced. It was recently brought t
Government that a number of cases occurred in North Malabar in
planters certified that warrantees under the Act were not on their e
a matter of fact they were there and that they gave the police certificates which we
either deliberately incorrect or carelessly inaccurate. Mr. Evans has been asked t
institute inquiries in the matter. ] il SRR e B
. 6. The District Magistrates report that the Act worked satisfactorily
special feature brought to notice is about the adequate medical relief said to
been provided by planters in South Wynad. B sy \
7. The reports may be recorded. A draft order is submitted for app:
‘T.C.N.—23-8-18. ; ' - i g
P.S.R—2§-3-18. . Ll T S
There is nothing of special note except the extraordinary discrepa
Malabar and the Nilgiris in the matter of convictions 64 per cent as ag

cent. i
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