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NOTES CONNECTED WITH THE RESOLULION ON MATTERS OF
GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST. L

[For the meeting of the 22nd May 1917] i e

[Sussrcr.— Working of the Treasure Trove Aet] X
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The Hon’ble Mr. B. V. Nanastmua AYTAR i—
X XXII—This Council recommends to His E’xcelléﬁcy n bouncilith;{ n éz_érctéi '
the powers of Government to acquire idols and other sacred objecls, under the Treasure
Trove Act, due regard should be paid to the religious susceplibilities of the pec
concerned. : ; | e SRR

e

: : ~ Hous (MISOFLLANEOUS) DBPARTMENT.

The legal provision under which Government can acquire idols or other trea
is contained in section 16 of the Indian Treasure Trove Act, 1878.  Though tl
powers given under this section are wide, they are exercised with diseretion, an

seldom recourse is had to this section in acquiring idols.

9. The following rules regulate the acquisition of treasure inclu ing id
behalf of Government :— i M '

« The Collector shall, whenever he has made a decdaration under se th

treasure is ownerless; and before delivering or dividing the treasure asiprovided by

of the Act, consult the Superintendent of the Government Muscum as to w ether he

his intention to acquire such treasure, or any portion thereof, on behalf of th
ghall be guided by his advice” . . e e el o

i * et Rt

* i iy

. X- " 1w Y i e

The Superintendent of the Museum shall on a reference beihg made to him by the Collector co
the Superintendent of the Archaological Survey, and also, if he considers it desirable, th ;

ant Archaological Superintendent for Epigraphy,Southern OCirele,: nd  any T
officer of Government interested in the conservation of objects of historical and ar
interest whom he may see fit to consult”—vide rales 3 and 4 on page 13 of G.O.
dated 26th July 1907, | P

8. Orders of the Government of India on the subject—The general prir
should regulate the utilization and disposal of objects of archeol
those enunciated in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Home Department.

on pages 2-3 of G.O, No. 505, Public, dated 11th June 1910.
India then observed thus :— AR

{)‘ « Mxperience has shown that the arrangements necessary for securing
of removal to a mifsétm, or for preserving it in any other way, can in most case
'out difficulty by Local Governments or local officers. T'his being 80, it does
to take any legal powers of compulsory acquisition.” = 4
_ In Home Department letter No. 221, dated the
; : i ‘ : ~of India e

Page 6 of G.0. 505, Publlfs, 11th June 191‘70. i x_lesiijable" tha
archeeological interest or value should be either lent or g
devotional worship. ; P '
4. Policy of the Local Government.—1It
below of the treasure trove cases disposed of i
been the main lines of policy of Government : —
(1) To grant an idol fo the petitioners

there is clear evidence to show that the i ol
~ temple, and is required by the parties ¢ ’
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(2) To acquire any particular idol on behalf of the Government by negotiation

‘with tl g :
1e trustees of a temple who are in possession of certain idols handed over by

Governnéent for devotional purposes.
T s 3 7 ks
interest(oz Va(;lacqun'e an idol qnl ¥ vyl}e.n it is of such special archaeological or artistic
@ 'l‘ovl: as to make its acquisition a matter of real 1mportance.
Lo acquire an idol where there is reason to suppose that the parties are
actuated not by any genuine feelings of

Cene sl s sl e G R desir i
) ; : ok ’ ; y a desire to possess 1t
;gzk?,Maal:iholuglpgge 39 of G.0. 577, Public, with the probable intention of selling'it
_ ; - to any collecting tourist, and thus to make

Cf. notes of the Hon’ble Sir Alexander Cardew

a profit by the transaction. Q¢

Where the parti b
18 in certain c:sé)sdlf:zlifj(il e‘r(:l n‘d])(}az} tgl D ret‘il_u-p ed for purposes of worship, the idol
receive it, if a temple does not already elxies%n( ition that a proper temple is built to

S Ate S
00pper“i7(ni7:lm;‘?as0{i?Z}ﬁiﬁggifua:le;:;iii.yqt N(:*' 651, Public, dated lst Jume 1912.—A
m \ S 1ty of a ruined fem le 1 . Qe
1t1a};isbgélegz&[‘;fel?(l{}led_lt fo be 0“'“91'19-55 under section QPO?f ]Slgoz?t Alf;f;;cedilzltl lf)t
e pul'l;ose‘s gg’ ":;mzl}ili;ge ﬁfggoit Wasddiseovered petitioned fo; its .-étu;: 1;1(;

LA, wa :
act of grace, as soon as 4 femple ) bsilt l;-ge::((ileit\?e '{1);3 ;etllrlled to them as an

G0 i) .
o plﬁzisleiélff’ Put,bhc, daled 5‘ﬂz October 1912.— Certain idols were discovered
it s z;nd oniheeg(le%l)emﬁe %iaytuore fdistpict. The Collector declared them
) =) : ndation of the Superint . /
ig?gga;(}%;lfﬁg. thelzl on be[}if.lf of the Gov’ernme]}l)t““’l?[ilede‘rri"fls(t)geth:f Gt(l)x‘;ertnme‘l]t
j heir return.  The idols were order o : : emple
1l ‘ e : L ordered to be restored t -
tllje 8(3011‘3.0.*01‘ was leq’uested to negotiate with the trustee for two oof ttkll]e t!; aie, apd
e Superintendent of the Museum desired to have for the musenm SElr g

G.0. No. 263, Public, d

: : s dated 19th February 1915.—Th Tanj
Per]tnl.tte.dd 1t0 I'e‘pllIl-rl to th? authorities of the ySl'i Bralu’naexg'(i)ilv(:gt'or gf 1?“}_]0"9 i
certain idols which were discovered within the precinets of tﬁe t;eml:lz P e

G.0. No. 46: ' .
L :soc;f43?aa’ JZ: ?]i){)lﬁ,k oi{iisilrz?ntﬁ eMml'c/z.lE) Ll‘ 5.1—'1‘]19 return of certain images to
B = X Hedsn mple in Trichin R ‘ z
as tt}he‘_lmages were discovered within the precinets uofogﬁlg tdelstx IIOt o S?mtloned’
authorities were anxious to have them back for worship o rompiey md holeat

@.0. No. 614, Public, dai i
: hG lic, dated 20th April 1915.— ‘an]j
%‘;ﬁfg‘;ﬁdf;‘; :&qll}tl‘le_ce:}tam idols found 1in ]j\garam \.rillaT;ee fii}l;&ﬁgr(ﬁfs&?gjormvas
within the precinets of any temple. Th petiti . 0
- > 3 - . Y. % e t ;
; \cx(')(ilu%g bll&l(:} a temple to worship theidols. The Slli)perintende%itlézgzlrnurgegl\l[that -
sidered them to be of such distinet archaeological interest aszc k et on
in the museum eminently desirable. s e

G. 0. Y
Jambllvaxlodaizv;‘)i.llf73"szt[{).hc" dated ,11i/l‘ Mareh 1916.—A copper image found 1
L gtedml' anjore district was acquired on behalf of the (fovern g
i er? eclined to accede to the request of the villagers for itsl ‘Htlent,
e Io(;ality t(\))v:a;e qons'ltderet{ihto have no elaim to the idol, and there was 1io lteenllmll ‘
! all eceive it. The S ; 1o pie
of high archwological value. uperintendent of the Museum considered it to be
¢.0. No. ' '
e {091150127 P’“'bh‘:', dated 27 th March 1916.—Certain images found near tl
e B ’to S %hwéleflefused to be returned to the trustees of a temple at Mula IT;
e s n(:pleeaut] aloll;, };lill;;[;oses';l‘;)f wsorship. There was no evidence ’;hat thpeey
e ) ne. The uperintendent of th i
¢ :{]122 t:;gi\'e%ossessegl considerable interest from the fact that ghey efog[nl:é?l;n;eions:f iied
‘Mo;‘eover, ti (23"71 ﬁa (;)Cg}a :;efw?;r:a:‘;h‘mht 1ilothing of the kind had been ob’caineznbeforz(iet
AL PALELEY . i in the museum, without being cl ;
S ? s g claimed.
e premi\soe's 10(;8:18"5(91;:3{;0;' Ic)latsl;(f’e ?If'kdgl]zge %‘ilﬁé}—'l‘ll;e return of certain idols found
; ; Dy npoa. strict to the Devastana i
:'ltll}gtlf W i?;S S'!aEOtlone.d. Certam idols which were however eonsi(ﬁrgiofc?)nll):tefe Of'lihe
o or archeeological interest were at the same tiine ordered o
iy ; rdered to be retained for the

Mel Bhuvanagiri vill

_purposes
“Collector did not require it for

tuted with due care and attention, and
lities of the parties con
desirable from an archeeological P
mugeum is desirab
clear what new line of action
Submitted that t
will reply to the
Government in rep

i -

3 . ,
Juted 10th Aprit 1917 —An idol found

ict was granted to the villagers fo

@.0. No. 369, Home (Mz’seellaneous),
o Museum who was consulted by the

age in South Arcot distr
of worship. The Superintendent of th
the museum. )
eedings under the Treasure Trove Act are insti- |
with due deference to the religious susceptibi- ¢
uired when their \acquisition 18 &
d when their preservation in the

5. Tt will thus be seen that proc

cerned. Idols are acq
oint of view, an
le in the interests of the public. In the circumstances it is not &
the Additional Member aims at in his resolution. -
ber may be taken as to whether he

he orders of the Honourable Mem
resolution in the Couneil, and whether he wishes the attitude ofv o

lying to it to be discussed in the Executive Council.

M.D.R.—12-5-17.
(The resolution has been admitted.)

P.pER.—13-5-1T.
'he Honourable Additional Membe

reference to the orders in G.0. No.
interested himself in the subject-matter of the pefition disposed of it 0F
‘ Page 1 of notes with that Government Order: l]:?gij?:)elgtegirthilgizxg : s})a(i‘?i?wtoa: h; o
personal interview.. In that case some of the idols of archzeological interest were s ...
retained for the museum as against the request of the Devastanam Committee. In
these matters with conflicting claims for the treasure the genuineness of either
determines its final disposal. In the case, which is likely to be quoted by the i
Additional Member, both the interests (the archeeological and worshippers’) had to he i
considered. In respect of the former the advice of the experts, e.g., Superintendent,
Government Museun, the Archseological Superintendent, 1s always taken ; while as
regards the other it is open to those who apply for the treasure to prove their earnest-
hess to have the idols, etc., for purposes of worship. Due consideration is given to.

the matter and the property assigned in the best interests of the public. The
in the resolution that sufficient regard is not now paid to the religious

e solll_tioh Wlth
- /He evidently
Jthat order and

r apparently means to press thy
1088, dated 6th June 1916

implication

susceptibilities of the people can be refuted with reference to the instances quoted

above. ; .
(. RAMANUJA ACHARIYAR—14-6-1T.

e of the amended resolution. .
s Rao—14-5-17.
¥ ) i

or for orders as fo taking charg
R. RAMACHANDE

I will take the resolution and hope to be able to satisfy the Additional Mem
that Government do consider the religious susceptibilities of the people. '
*  Put up the file again after printing. : AR

H. E. W. G[ILLMANJ———].5-,—-5—17

Honourable Memb

g

Print sharp. s o '_] e ‘1
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