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The gecretary,
Home Department,

Vadras Government Secretariat,

HADRA 8.

sir,
We have the honour to inform you that on thc 4th

we were given a copy through the Su‘n-mvisional.otficer‘x;i?

Government Order No.326 dated 30th ultimo, and as this 0
affected our Steamer 3ervice, as well as fbue.'.l,s of our own
other Companies pzassing through Colombo, as well as sorik

interfering with the trade of this port, we wired your &

.

as follows:- \/

"Refarence G.0.326 prohibiting unskilled labour
" Cceylon except through Mandapam, this will serio
"eamings steamer service between Tuticorin Col
"the bulk of unskilled labour and third class pa
"passing through Tuticorin and mostly recruite:
ware labour coolies with knowledge of Harbour
"work,also petty traders,stop, if Harbour lakb
wyill inconvenience shipping Companies beside
nTransports aad War vessels in Colombo Harbou
"and other purposes, stop, practically no Estate
"es through Tuticorin to Colombo stop kindly
weonsider your decision to allow all Colombo
»through Tuticorin otherwise situation may b

" there for want of labour in clearing vessels

which we now beg to confirm,

We very much regret to note that Gove
such a drastic change without consulting us

here in any way, eons.idbring t
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existence and the most natural to Ceylon. It ma.y‘be true uut
since the War our Services have been curtailed, but this cur
ment is solely due to our vegsels having been requisitione& ﬁ?
Government, but at the same time a Service is maintained with
coiombo_ to meet tae existing requirements, and considering t
about 75% of this Company's Fleet are now working for Governm
we think it very unreasonable and unfair that Government shoul
have passed the necessary orders without consulting us in an
It appears to us that Government have got a wroang
ssion that all third class passengers that proceed to oolonbo
coolies recruited on accouat of the Ceylon Labour mmiasiqn '
the various Estates in Ceylon, but this is not so, and we hu
to place the true facts before your goodself, In the first
ce, we may mention that, since the opening of the Muahk‘o v'
route, the South Indian Railway have diverted through the
Labour commission all the Estate labour via the Dhanushkoﬁ
although to several Districts in south India the Tuticori
is the cheaper for all concerned, but this labour being re
and having no voice in the choice of route are forogd‘to g
Dhanushkodi. It is not however with this class of labou

'a.re interested, There are many third' class passengers

Ceylen of their own free will, paying their own mm,
Harbour coolies, Wharf coolies, coaling coolies, M :

yunieipal Conservancy coonu, ete, These mostly ei
southom@ortions of the Timmevelly Di '
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4, | 0" camp to undergo their quarantine period. The Estate labour “
by the Ceylon Labour Commission to Tataparai Camp is infini

averaging say about 10/15 coolies per week, but it is on a
of the free labour which are not recruited in any way but @
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| Colombo spontaneously of their own free will that we now wr

about, and we think it very unfair that these people are now

forced to go to Mandapam against their wishes, There is a T

flow of this free labour to & from Colombo according to the :

LD
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and demands; for instance, byfthe s.s."Lightning" that left

G 2

on Thursday last the 5th instant there was a batch of over

coolies who were returning to Colombe for work with the Cey
Wharfage Company, the Government & Naval Contractors, after
a holiday in their Native country. Another po.in.t.ve would
impress with regard tc this free laboﬁr who work in Colombo
is that they are not in the same position as Estate cobl._io-i
come back with money, whereas the Estate cooly is; as a mh

@ iuvariably in debt, and if he does returmn to Ceylon again

o e T AT N S T I N A SN AN SR

i usually recruited for another Estate under ano ther name to

his 0ld responsibilities,

| In the G.0. we also observe tmat mo third class P
are allowed to leave Tuticorin for Ceyloh, and in this
,‘ 4 we might mention that the class by which pcrsom',: travel
| ; test to differentiate between skilled and unskilled '

for instance, we find shipbers of cargo tradnins

cattle shippers,v Poultry shipi)ere. Egg & Provi
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passengers, and if the G.0, is carried out in onf.ircty it will
very serious for all the above class of people_in.'mti’eorin,
there will be great hardships here, and people in dolombo w:lii‘~
suffer through not being able to get their usual auppl:l‘u and
provisions. In this connection we might mention that the s.s
"Lightning" waich left nere on Thursday las§ the 5th carried
slaughtering bulls, 1121 sheep & goats, 321 baskets (cﬁtaia ) 3
5 dozen each) of poultry & 282 baskets eggs, and this we m:lght’"
mention is about the usual quantity of livestock cﬁrrhd each
and the owmers and attendants travel with same as third class

passengers,

Under the new Rules Wative servants of first & second

passengers who ordinarily travel third class will not now be 3
tted to travel with their masters. : | b :

As regards labour for Colombo Harbour, we again refer
this matter, .a.nd would mention that the Tuticorin Service be

vogue for so many years, the coolies working in the Harbour

Q ’elsewhere have got accustomed to same and prof;r,.it totho
kodi route as more comfortable for them in every way. The;
be forced to proceed via Madura, Mandapam and Dhanushkodi
as we endeavoured to persuade the batch of 50 that procee

"rLightning" last trip to go by that route, and they ref
and said that they would return to their villages :st?ar
ceed via Dhanushkodi, These ‘eoolies are all “;um
Woarfage Company, a Company with which we are .;uéd

are the Government Contractors to the Navy .

all
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with, there will be a serious delay to vessels calling at thy

+hat if the supply of their free labour is in any way 1n£arf_£

ofioolombo for coal, water & other purposes.
Mmder the above circumstances, we strongly urge on

wadras Goverrment to fully reconsider the matter, otherwise w
fear serious results from the orders noi passed, and we awal
eagerly the results of the present representation.
' In conclusion, we have to state that the Ceylon Covexr
employ a highly qualified officer of their Medical Service  ( 
X. Eapen, L.R.C,P.& S. Edin.), who is in sole charge ‘of thei'rj
Immigration work at this port, and we beg to suggest that the
Madi‘as ‘Government empower him, under the direction of the Su
pDivisional Officer, Tuticorin, to allow all third class pa_:s:'

proceeding to Colombo on business and of their own free wil

i30 forward by steamer from Tuticorin; the Estate coolies bein,
| yia Mandapam. By doing this the trade of the port will not
to any material extent, and the traders will De allowed to )

to & from onombb according to their needs.
' . L

We have the honour to

sir,

Your mo st obedient servar
' For & on behalf of

. Mafura Co,, L »
: A

4 os

4
lanager.
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