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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
1st May 1876.
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Municipal —Tolls.

No. 3. Read the following letter from W. LOGAN, Esq., Acting President of
the Municipal Commission, Cochin, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Chetwayi, 3rd
February 1876, No. 33 :—
Referring to G.O., Financial Department, No. 2330, dated 29th November
1875, I have the honor to observe that as the traffic on the canal, which ‘he Cochin
Muhicipal Commissioners wish to toll, is confined to British Cochin, and as the
canal does not (as Mr. MacGregor thought it did) form the boundary between British
and Native Cochin, the Coehin Government would have no claim to any portion
of the toll proceeds.
2. It is true, however, that the toll would fall most heavily on the smaller
firms whose warehouses and places of business adjoin the canal, but it must also
be remembered that at the present time this canal is a reeking sink, receiving the
filth of the most crowded, and (as shown by recent experience in the visitatior
cholera) the least healthy portion of the town. In fact, from wha :
the town during my recent visit, I should say that until this canal is
embanked and its foreshores freed from the garbage with which they are at
covered, that portion of the town is incapable of being put in a sat
sanitary state. It may seem hard to be obliged to levy a toll on the goc
smaller firms, and if I saw any hope of the Commissioners being able,
ordinary funds, to accomplish the task of embanking the canal, I would ¢
not recommend it, but it is certain that the Commissioners are not in a po
financially to effect this improvement at present.
3. I am disposed therefore to recommend the application during a te
years, say ten, of Madras Act I of 1870, in the absence of suitable provisi
| the Municipal Act. The toll would be under the management of th
’ Departrnent and its proceeds would have to be made over to the ‘\I u
» | missioners as a contribution from the ** Canal and F erry F uml i

for expenmture on the canal alfme, in accordance with Sec

pal revenue, and a separate annua.l account Would h ave
Kexpendlture and balance, if any.

4, The expenditure of the funds should be undertakenon some v :
plan for providing landing ghauts and facilities for lading boats, storing Liml:m'
&e., and I think that no expenditure should be allowed until the ( omnu»i
with the help of the Department of Public Works, have submitted their pl
the approval of Government.

No. 4. OrpErR THEREON, lst May 1876, No. 764.
Before finally passing orders on this subject, the Governor in Council desires
to know whether the Calvetty channel is an artificial canal, what its length is
“within Munieipal limits, and whether the traffic from the backwater up the
channel extends beyond those limits. He desires further to have an estimate of
the cost of putting the channel in thorough repair and subsequent conservancy
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